Acts 10
Introduction
I.  The Spirit is personal just as the Father and Son are personal
II.  He is God’s own personal presence with and in us
The Passage

I.  The Spirit Is at Work in the Lives of Non-Believers
· The Spirit was working in Cornelius (a non-Christian Italian centurion) before Peter preached the gospel to him
· We are not alone in reaching out to non-Christians. The Holy Spirit is with us and, in the case of Cornelius, may have even preceded our efforts. 
· We should look through spiritual eyes to people that the Holy Spirit may have prepared ahead of time for our approach.
II.  The Spirit Can Overcome Our Mistakes
· Peter makes a cross-cultural missions faux pas in v. 28 by accentuating the barriers between him and Cornelius’ group.  Yet the Spirit still works in spite of that. 
III.  The Holy Spirit Leads Us across Barriers

· The Holy Spirit led Peter to cross several crucial barriers that would have separated Peter form Cornelius and his family.

· Religious Barrier – Peter was a Christian and Cornelius was God-following Jew

· Political Barrier – Cornelius was a Roman soldier and serving in an army of oppression

· Ethnic Barrier – Peter was a Jewish Christian and Cornelius was a Gentile

Conclusion
I.  Are you willing to develop a friendship with someone from a different political party? (ie. a Democrat)
II.  Would you ask the Holy Spirit to help you befriend someone who does not believe what you believe; even someone hostile to your beliefs? 

III.  Is there someone from different economic strata that the Holy Spirit would like you to call, take out for coffee or invite into your home? 

IV.  Is there someone from a different sexual persuasion that the Spirit would like you to engage?
Discussion Questions
1.  On Sunday, we were encouraged to look for people who are not Christians but who the Spirit may be working on.  What would these kinds of people look like?  That is, how would we know if the Spirit was at work on someone?  What would we observe in them? 

2.  Can you think of someone in your life who fits the description of the first question?  Share with your group who he/she is and what’s going on in his/her life that makes you think there is an opportunity there? 

3.  As you consider the various barriers we may be asked to cross to share the gospel (ethnic, socio-economic, political, sexual-orientation), what boundary is the most daunting for you?  Which boundary do you get most excited to cross, and why?
4.  Share a time when God enabled you to cross a significant boundary to share the love of Christ with another person or group of people.  
