The Spirit’s Role in Mission
Acts 1:8

I.  Big Picture
	A.  Acts 1:8:  The Spirit empowers followers of Jesus to be witnesses to Christ
B.  John 20:21-22:  Just as Jesus was sent by the Father, so also his disciples are sent by him and given the Spirit to empower their task
		1.  Disciples are a witness and the Spirit is a witness (John 15:26; Acts 5:32-33)
2.  Really it’s one witness because the Spirit witnesses through the disciples’ words and actions

II.  A walk through the first half of Acts
A.  In Jerusalem 
1.  Peter’s Spirit-inspired sermon at Pentecost (Acts 2)
2.  Peter and John’s Spirit-inspired boldness before the Jewish elders (Acts 4)
3.  Stephen’s Spirit-inspired boldness and forgiveness at his death (Acts 7)
B.  Beyond Jerusalem
1.  Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8)
2.  Ananias and Paul (Acts 9)
3.  Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)
	C.  Themes
Clearly, the Holy Spirit is on a mission in the world, using Christ-followers to speak and act as effective witnesses in the world

III.  What do these stories in Acts have to do with us today?
A.  There is a level of discontinuity
These are particularly dramatic examples, and some of these events (e.g. Pentecost) are once-for-all events never to be repeated
	B.  There is a level of continuity
The Spirit is still at work in the world today, and he is using ordinary followers of Christ to speak and act as witnesses to bring others to faith in Christ.
	C.  These stories encourage us to four key postures
1.  Awareness
= Living each day aware that the Spirit is at work in people around us, working on their hearts, and possibly wooing them towards Christ
2.  Openness
a.  = waking up each day open to the possibility that the Spirit might have a “ministry assignment” for us that day that might interrupt our personal agenda
b.  = being open in conversations with non-Christians to the possibility that the Spirit might prompt us to say or do something that would point them to Christ
c.  prayer is key in this regard to prepare us for opportunities
3.  Freedom   
It’s ultimately up to the Spirit to change a person’s heart, so that frees us up to step into situations without feeling that the pressure and responsibility is on us
4.  Boldness
= Being willing to speak into situations in ways that explicitly point people to Jesus
[bookmark: _GoBack]D.  Summary:  “It must be acknowledged that the message of Acts seems to be that all Spirit-filled believers possess the capacity to be prompted by God's Spirit, receive ministry assignments, speak and act on Christ's behalf, make new disciples, and build up the church.” –Gary Tyra

IV.  Peter and John’s boldness before the Jewish leadership 
A.  Acts 4:13:  When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and took note that these men had been with Jesus.
B.  It is easy to be the exact opposite:  educated but not bold
C.  Knowledge alone does not lead to the kind of witness that Christ desires.  We must live lives fully surrendered to Christ and step into situations that feel risky.


Discussion Questions

1.  How were you most encouraged or challenged by the “walk through” of the first half of Acts on Sunday?  

2.  Review the four postures mentioned on Sunday (awareness, openness, freedom, and boldness). Which one of those do you most hope to experience in the coming weeks?   

3.  Share a time when you felt prompted by God to be a witness for Christ (through words or actions) to someone who didn’t know Christ.  How did God work through that experience?

4.  What’s a specific situation or person who you would like to lift up in prayer and be more intentional with in the coming weeks?  

5.  As we considered Acts 4:13, it was suggested that having biblical information and knowledge alone doesn’t necessarily lead to boldness and courage in our lives.  What does lead to boldness and courage?
