Acts 2

Introduction
I.  On Pentecost, the risen Christ sends his Spirit on his disciples, and Peter preaches a great Easter sermon.

II.  The sermon is all the more powerful when we put ourselves in the shoes of those Jews living in Jerusalem who had been a part of Jesus’ crucifixion.

The Passage
I.  The pouring out of the Spirit at Pentecost	(v. 1-13)
	A.  A violent wind (v. 2)
Wind = power.  God’s invisible but powerful, life giving activity
B.  Tongues of fire (v. 3)\
Fire = God’s purifying presence with his people
The Holy Spirit =  God’s powerful presence
C.  New tongues (v. 4)
		The purpose of this is to communicate the gospel to people of different languages

II.  Peter’s sermon (v. 14-39)
A.  Jesus’ life (v. 22)
		Miracles, wonders, signs:  what a compelling person!
	B.  Jesus’ death (v. 23) 
		1.  Peter accuses the Jews there of killing Jesus
2.  Peter acknowledges that his death was a part of God’s plan and purpose (to bring forgiveness to the whole world)
C.  Jesus’ resurrection (v. 24)
		1.  Death was no match for Jesus
2.  The disciples were witnesses of his resurrection (v. 32)
D.  Jesus’ Exaltation (v. 33-36)
1.  The risen Jesus is responsible for this Pentecost miracle (v. 33)
		2.  Jesus has been given authority and power over the whole world
a.  He is now exalted to the right hand of God (v. 33)
b.  He is now Lord of the universe/in charge of everything (v. 36)
c.  God is subjecting his enemies to him (v. 34-35)
E.  The crowds response (v. 37)
They realize they killed God’s messiah and they are afraid of what Jesus might do to them now that he has all power and authority
F.  Peter’s call (v. 38) 
1.  Repent = change your mind (about Jesus) and change your life (submit to him)
		2.  Be baptized = an outward and public way of showing you’ve repented
Baptism acknowledges you need to be washed clean and you need to die to an old way of life and be raised to a new way of life

III.  The great gospel promise (v. 38-39)
A.  Forgiveness of sins
	1.  Imagine being the original crowd
		This Jesus whom you crucified is now offering you forgiveness!
2.  Imagine being Peter
Peter had utterly denied and betrayed Jesus, yet now Jesus is using him to share the gospel—what a privilege and picture of forgiveness and restoration!
	3.  What about us
		If Jesus can forgive his murderers, surely he can forgive us of all our sins
			“There is now no condemnation for those in Christ (Romans 8:1)
“As far as the east is from west, that’s how far he has removed our sins from us” (Psalm 103:12)
	
B.  Fellowship with Jesus
1.  The gift of the Holy Spirit is the gift of fellowship with the risen Jesus because the Holy Spirit is the way Jesus is present with us today
	2.  Think of original audience
a.  Not only is Jesus offering them forgiveness, he also actually wants fellowship with them (his murderers!)
b.  It’s one thing to forgive someone, but it’s another thing to actually continue to want fellowship with them even after they’ve wounded you badly
	3.  What about us
		If Jesus wanted fellowship with his murderers, surely he wants fellowship with us 
	4.  Fellowship with Jesus is a comforting idea
a.  Many people make forgiveness the goal of Christianity, but forgiveness is just a means to the ultimate goal, which is fellowship with Jesus
	5.  Fellowship with Jesus is a little scary too
a.  If he really is Lord of the universe, then fellowship with him will mean nothing less than a radical reorientation of our entire lives so that he is at the center
b.  The original audience:  They thought they had killed him and gotten rid of him, but at Pentecost he came back in a more powerful way than ever before
c.  Jesus intends to invade human hearts through his Holy Spirit and reclaim enemy territory, so that he is ruling and reigning in our hearts
d.  Fellowship with Jesus will always mean wind and fire (it will mean his power at work in our lives shaking things up and it will mean his presence in our lives purifying us of our sin and transforming us to be more like him)
e.  C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity:  “Christ says ‘Give me All. I don’t want so much of your time and so much of your money and so much of your work: I want You. I have not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it. No half-measures are any good. I don’t want to cut off a branch here and a branch there, I want to have the whole tree down. I don’t want to drill the tooth, or crown it, or stop it, but to have it out. Hand over the natural self, all the desires which you think innocent as well as the ones you think wicked – the whole outfit. I will give you a new self instead. In fact, I will give you Myself: my own will shall become yours.’”
f.  This is also why we make forgiveness the goal rather than fellowship.  Forgiveness feels safe; forgiveness doesn’t require me to change my life, but fellowship does.
g.  Jesus does not offer forgiveness without also offering fellowship
h.  2 Cor 5:14-15:  “Christ died for all that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”

Conclusion
I.  If you are not a Christian, who could you talk to about Christianity?

II.  Where do you need to be reminded of Christ’s forgiveness today?

III.  Where do you need to be reminded of Christ’s offer of fellowship today?
A.  How can you pursue that sweet friendship with him?
B.  Where do you need to let him be Lord of your life?


Discussion Questions

1.  How did considering Peter’s Pentecost sermon from the perspective of that original Jewish audience impact your understanding of what he preached?

[bookmark: _GoBack]2.  How has Christ’s forgiveness been made most real to you in your life (for instance, it may be through reading his Word, or through him using people to show you his grace, or him speaking to you in times of prayer, etc.).

3.  The statement was made on Sunday that many Christians make forgiveness the goal of Christianity rather than fellowship with Jesus.  Some examples were given of how that plays itself out.  What did you think of that idea, and how have you thought about the goal of Christianity?  

4.  At Pentecost, Christ sent his Spirit and there was wind and fire.  On Sunday, it was suggested that fellowship with Jesus will always mean wind and fire.  As you consider this past year, where have you seen wind (= Jesus’ power at work shaking things up in your life) and where have you seen fire (= Jesus’ presence purifying you and making you more like himself)? 

5.  Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 together.  As you consider living your life not for yourself but for Jesus who died for you, where specifically are you challenged to change how you are currently living?
