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Introduction
I.  The Church in Asian is growing very rapidly but there is still much work to be done

II.  The Church in the US is in decline. How do we respond?  

Passages
I.  Christ promises that he will build his church but he also calls us to build his church
	A.  Matthew’s gospel
1.  “I will build my church” (16:18)
2.  “You go and make disciples” (28:18-20)
		3.  Is this a contradiction?  Who is it that builds the church?
	B.  Exodus 3:7-10
		1.  God promises to rescue Israel
“I have seen, I have heard, I know their sorrows, I have come to deliver them”
		2.  God sends Moses to rescue Israel
			“I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people out of Egypt”
		3.  Again, is this a contradiction?

II.  Ministry is not so much our doing as it is our partnering with God in his mission
	A.  God is going to build his church, but he calls his disciples to do it with him
	B.  God is going to rescue his people, but calls Moses to do it with him
	C.  God is calling us into his purposes, inviting us to partner with him in ministry
	D.  As partners, our work is not primarily human activity but rather:
		1.  Seeking God 
2.  Listening to His voice 
3.  Responding to the voice of the Lord in sheer obedience

III.  Two case studies of partnering with God in an appropriate posture
A.  2 Chronicles 20:1-22
B.  Acts 16:1- 39











Discussion Questions

1.  How do you respond to the reality of where Christianity is growing, declining, and shifting in the world today?

2.  Of the Bible stories discussed on Sunday (the disciples, Moses, Jehoshaphat, and Paul and Silas) which one made the biggest impact on you, and what was your specific take away from that story?  

3.  Describe a time when you felt like God was clearly calling you to “step out” into a specific ministry opportunity.  What were the lessons learned through that experience?  How did God use that experience to grow your faith, teach you more about Himself and his world, or teach you more about yourself?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  As you consider the postures of partnering with God mentioned on Sunday (seeking God, listening for his voice, and responding in sheer obedience), in what specific way would you like to be more faithful in the coming months?  
