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Quick Facts

Furposc of Acts

To explain that this new movement (the
church), which emerged out of
Judaism yet came to incorporate
Gentiles into the community of God,
is the legitimate extension of the plan
of God and the continuing work of the
exalted Christ through the Holy Spirit.

Author: Luke (“we” sections)

Audi Theophilus, a Gentile God-fearer (and usi)

Date: Early 60s A.D.

Place of

writing: Rome?

Sequel: Gospel of Luke is Volume 1, Acts is Volume 2

Title: Acts of the Apostles, should be “Acts of the exalted
Christ through the Holy Spirit”

Genre: A i ical, histori

log ! and th ical book
explaining the roots and growth of the new
community, the church.

Tl’)crnc of Acts

The growth and expansion of the church
through the power of the Holy Spirit
and the faithful testimony of the early
believers despite fierce opposition.

Thco|ogical E,mphascs of Acts

1. The plan and work of the sovereign and
mighty God.

2. The mission, opposition and inclusion of
Gentiles.

3. Jesus, now exalted at the right hand of the
Father, is the Lord of all for a gospel sent to
all.

4. The role of the Holy Spirit as the presence
and power behind the growth and mission
of the early church.

Thco|ogical Emphascs of Acts - con’t

5. The new community’s emerging separate
identity from Judaism.

6. The expansion and triumph of the Gospel
as it penetrates the world from Jerusalem
to Rome despite intense opposition.

7. The slow movement away from the Old
Testament law towards the freedom of the
Spirit.




Litcrary chs to Acts

1. Acts 1:8;

“But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you
will be my witnesses, telling people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

Qutline of Acts

Literary Keys to Acts ~ cont
YAy

2, Summary Statements

a. Acts 6:7

b. Acts 9:31

c. Acts 12:24

d. Acts 16:5 (?)
e Acts 19:20 (?)

L Introduction: Jesus ascends to the Father
and gives a mission (1:1-11)

1. The early church in Jerusalem (1:12-6:7)

m.  Persecution in Jerusalem moves the
message to Judea and Samaria as a new
witness emerges (6:8-9:31)

. The gospel to the Gentiles and more
persecution in Jerusalem (9:32-12:25)

v.  The mission from Antioch and the full
incorporation of Gentiles (13:1-15:35)

Qutline of Acts ~ con’t

vi. The second and third missionary
Jjourneys: Expansion to Greece and
consolidation amid opposition (15:36-
21:16)

vi. The arrest: The message is defended and
reaches Rome (21:17-28:31)

il
pails tirst
My e

-H. Community life: The appointment of
the Seven to help Hellenist widows
(6:1-6)

I. Summary of the Jerusalem
community (6:7)
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