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Qutline of Acts Qutline of Acts
L. Introduction: Jesus ascends to the Il. The early church in Jerusalem (1:12-6:7)
Father and gives a mission (1:1-11) A. Community life: Replacing Judas by
A. Review of book 1 to the ascension depending on God and reconstituting the

Twelve (1:12-26)

(1:1-5) B. Pentecost (2:1-41)
B. The ascension and final 1. The event: The coming of the Spirit
testament: A promise for thee (2:1-13)
disciples now and a promise to 2. The explanation: The Spirit’s coming
return (1:6-11) shows Jesus is Lord-Messiah (2:14-36)
3. The reaction: Repent and receive the
promised gift (2:37-41)

Qutline of Acts Qutline of Acts
C. Summary: Community life (2:42-47) E. Community life and problems
D. The healing of the lame man and the (4:32-5:11)
arrest of Peter and John (3:1-4:31) 1. All things in common: the example of
1. The event: The healing of the lame man Barnabus (4:32-37)
(3:1-10) 2. Deceiving the Spirit and judgment: Ananias
2. The explanation: Peter preaches Jesus and Sapphira
from Torah and promise (5:1-11)
(3:11-26) F. Summary: signs and wonders (5:12-16)
3. The arrest and the leadership’s G. More persecution (5:17-42)
deliberation (4:1-22) 1. Arrest, divine release, and rearrest (5:17-26)
4. The community reaction: Prayer for 2. Deliberation and release (5:27-42)
boldness (4:23-31)
3 é




Qutline of Acts

Qutline of Acts

H. Community life; The appointment
of the Seven to help Hellenist
widows (6:1-6)

. Summary of the Jerusalem
community (6:7)

Qutline of Acts

F. Signs and Wonders (5:12-16)

This summary gives a glimpse of the divine power
working through the apostles. People are being
healed. Outsiders are impressed. People believe.
Apparently, the prospect of arrest also keeps some
believers from joining the apostles. Nevertheless,
the bold apostles engage publicly in their ministry of
service to those in need and gain respect and
response as a result. They do not cloister
themselves away or hide. They continue to serve and
reach out in ministry that testifies to their message
and God's call for all. The growth of attention
demands a renewed response from the Jewish
leadership.

G. More Persecution (5:17-42)

“The apostles represent an emerging new irou that
is being forced out by Judaism and so is developing
its own identity. Although the apostles still preach
the God of their fathers, the high-priestly leadership
rejects the idea that God is at work and moves to
disconnect the apostolic leadership from Judaism.
The apostles do not seek this separation; the Jewish
leadership does. This leadership rejects fulfillment,
a fulfillment underwritten by many diverse divine
signs. But some Pharisees may be open to seeing
what God is doing. Hope for some Jews exists as
long as thy are open to God's work. Regardless of
the response, God is behind the new way. The work
to sustain the movement is in God’s hands.”

Qutline of Acts

Qutline of Acts

1. Arrest, Divine Release and Re-arrest
(5:17-16)
“The undercurrent to the passage is that
nothing will be able to stop the advance of
the gospel message. Divine leading and
protection are on the apostles’ side. The
opposition may persecute them but will
never crush them. The application to the
readers of Acts is that they can be strong in
their support of Jesus.”

2. Deliberations, Beatings and Release
(5:27-42)
“The major points of the passage
include the note that God is behind
the movement and the exemplary way
the aposties boldly face persecution,
even a beating. All of this fulfills the
prayer of 4:24-31. The church will
preach Jesus no matter what the
cost.”

Discussion Questions

1. What is the purpose of the signs and
wonders performed by the apostles in
5:12-16? Why don’t we see this in our
church today?

2. Where is Jesus the Messiah now?
What is He doing there? (5:31-32)
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