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I. Introduction: Jesus ascends to the
Father and gives a mission (1:1-11)

A. Review of book 1 to the ascension
(1:1-5)

B. The ascension and final
testament: A promise for thee
disciples now and a promise to
return (1:6-11)

Qutline of Acts

Il. The early church in Jerusalem (1:12-6:7)
A. Community life: Replacing Judas by
depending on God and reconstituting the
Twelve (1:12-26)

B. Pentecost (2:1-41)

1. The event: The coming of the Spirit
(2:1-13)

2. The explanation: The Spirit’'s coming
shows Jesus is Lord-Messiah (2:14-36)

3. The reaction: Repent and receive the
promised gift (2:37-41)

Qutline of Acts

C. Summary: Community life (2:42-47)
D. The healing of the lame man and the
arrest of Peter and John (3:1-4:31)

1. The event: The healing of the lame man
(3:1-10)

2. The explanation: Peter preaches Jesus
from Torah and promise
(3:11-26)

3. The arrest and the leadership’s
deliberation (4:1-22)

4. The community reaction: Prayer for
boldness (4:23-31)

Qutline of Acts

E. Community life and problems
(4:32-5:11)
1. All things in common: the example of
Barnabus (4:32-37)

2. Deceiving the Spirit and judgment: Ananias
and Sapphira

(5:1-11)

F. Summary: signs and wonders (5:12-16)

G. More persecution (5:17-42)
1. Arrest, divine release, and rearrest (5:17-26)
2. Deliberation and release (5:27-42)

Outlinc of Acts

H. Community life: The appointment
of the Seven to help Hellenist
widows (6:1-6)

I. Summary of the Jerusalem
community (6:7)
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Subject: Re: Brians' Brief - Act 2:36-38
Brothers:

Arguably the theme of Romans is “the gospel’, that is, the “good news” of Christianity. But
before starting the Romans study that | promised, | thought it my be helpful to go back and look at
the first time the “gospel” was preached — by the apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost.

A LITTLE BACKGROUND - THE DAY OF PENTECOST

It was an extraordinary day! It was only 50 days since the resurrection of Jesus and only 10 days
since His ascension into heaven. It was a special Jewish festival day, called the Day of
Pentecost. The Jewish pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem from all over the ancient world to
celebrate Passover and Pentecost were still crowded in the city. The 120 faithful followers of
Jesus were gathered in an upper room in the city.

And, then if happened! Accompanied by a violent wind and tongues of fire from heaven,
the Holy Spirit was “poured out” on the 120 disciples waiting in that upper room, and they
were all “filled with the Holy Spirit”. This event -- the coming of the Holy Spirit -- was
prophesied in the OT (Joel 2:28-30; Ezekiel 36:24-27), it was predicted by Jesus during His
earthly ministry (John 14-16), and promised by Jesus 10 days earlier just before His
ascension (Acts 1:5,8).

There was pandemonium in the city. These emboldened Spirit-filled disciples were supernaturally
empowered to speak to the pilgrims in the own native languages about “the great deeds God had
done”, no doubt focusing on the death and resurrection of the Messiah Jesus. While they did not
appreciate the full significance of that day, they knew that God was doing something huge and
significant right before their eyes.

This was it! The day the OT prophets had longed for. This was the inauguration of the “New
Covenant” prophesied by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and promised by Jesus at the last supper. The
new covenant “in His blood”, the new covenant of the Spirit, which would supercede and do away
with the Old Covenant given on Mt. Sinai about 1400 years earlier. The new age of the Spirit, and
new age of grace was beginning. This day is also the birthday of the church, The church (to be
made up of both Jews and Gentiles), promised by Jesus in Matthew 16:18, was “born” by the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. What a remarkable day!

PETER’S SERMON — THE GOOD NEWS

In response to the crowd’s inquiries and questions, the apostle Peter, the spokesman for the
disciples, preaches that great sermon — the first message of the newly inaugurated church age.
After explaining the prophetical significance of the death and resurrection of Jesus, and the
coming of the Holy Spirit, he brings his sermon to a climax with these words:

“Therefore, let all the house of Israel know beyond a doubt that God has made this Jesus
whom you crucified both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36)

He was fearless, clear and direct. Jesus is Lord — He is God in the flesh. Jesus is the Messiah
promised in the OT. And, you crucified Him! The majority of the crowd listening to Peter had
witnessed the events of the previous 8 weeks and many, believing that He was a blasphemer and
imposter, had called for His crucifixion.

But, in hearing Peter's words, “they were acutely distressed” (vs.37a). The Greek literally reads
“their hearts were pierced”. This is clearly the convicting work of the Holy Spirit (prophesied by
Jesus in John 14-16), which always precedes genuine conversion. Their next words show the
depth of their conviction: “What should we do?”, they cried out to Peter and the disciples
(vs.37Db).



Peter's answer declares clearly and unambiguously the good news (the gospel) of the age of the
Spirit, the age of the New Covenant, the church age. Here it is, brothers the gospel in one
sentence:

“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Spirit” (Acts 2:38)

Here are the two principal blessings of the gospel - 1) forgiveness of sins and 2) the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Forgiveness has to do with our legal standing before God. God the holy, but gracious, Judge
forgives our sins and declares us to be "not guilty” of all the sins we really have committed. As
forgiven people we have the legal standing to enter God's holy heaven when we die. No fear of
death and the certainty of resurrection bodies and eternal life. Pretty awesome! God is able to
forgive our sins because of what Christ did for us on the cross

In Isaiah 1:18 the Lord says, “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow”. As many of you know, | was born and raised in sub-tropical Durban, South Africa where
we don’t even have frost in the winter, let alone snow! At age 20 | came to North America to
Prairie Bible Institute in Alberta, Canada — where they have snow for about 6 months of the year!
| still remember that first snow. It was in the early fall, probably October. | was on my way to the
first class of the morning when the snow started to fall. | spent the whole class looking out the
back window at the incredible scene outside. Within an hour everything was covered with this
pure white layer of snow. | had never seen anything like it. So white. So clean. So pure. The
campus looked so different. The dust, dirt and grime, and the customary wear and tear of the
campus were blotted out and coved by this clean white snow. The same campus, but now so
different. | immediately thought of Isaiah 1:18. My sins are forever blotted out and covered by the
pure righteousness of Christ. When God looks down on me from heaven, He does not see my
scarlet sins, which are many and ongoing, but He sees instead the pure white snow of Christ's
righteousness, and therefore forgives and accepts me. That's the gospel. It was indeed good
news to Peter’'s audience who had to deal with their sin in crucifying the Messiah. And its good
news to us who have plenty of sins of our own.

THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT

The gift of the Holy Spirit has to do with relationship and life. Simuitaneously with God's
forgiveness of our sins, God the Holy Spirit comes to live within us. The Bible refers to this
supernatural phenomenon as being "born again", or receiving "new life", or becoming "new
people” with "new natures”. The Holy Spirit is our Encourager and Friend -- He is to us what
Jesus was to the disciples when He was down here on earth. He is permanently with us - in the
good times and in the bad! He also provides the power and strength to live the kind of life that
God wants us to live. And His supernatural presence and blessing is like a "down payment"
guaranteeing our future resurrection and eternal life with God.

REPENTANCE

The condition for the enjoyment of these blessing is "repent and each of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ". "Repent"’ means to change your mind -- here the call was for the hearers
(Jews in Jerusalem) to change their mind about who Jesus was. They had believed that he was a
blasphemer and imposter. Peter had just explained that the resurrection of Jesus and the coming

of the Spirit were proof that Jesus, whom they had just crucified, was really the Messiah, the God-
Man who had died on the cross for their sins. Repent is the flip-side to "faith", and is often used



interchangeably with faith. Repent seems to have been used more with Jewish audiences, who
needed to change their minds about what they had formerly been taught and believed about the
Messiah. Faith was used more often with Gentile audiences, who are urged to trust, depend and
rely on Jesus, the God-Man, who died for our sins and rose again from the dead.

BAPTISM

Baptism in this context is not an additionai act or ritual necessary for forgiveness and the gift of
the Spirit. To this first century Jewish audience (as well as to Peter) the idea of baptism
incorporated both the spiritual reality and the physical symbol. In the same vein Billy Graham
often says, "trust Christ and come forward ". We know that "coming forward" (or walking the aisle)
does not impart salvation. The rest of the book of Acts (e.g. Acts 3: 19-20) and the rest of the
New Testament (e.g. Eph. 2:8-9) make it clear that God's salvation is a free gift that we receive
by faith. Rather, the physical act of coming forward is the way (or one way) of outwardly
expressing or evidencing one's inward faith. In the New Testament baptism was the outward
expression of an inward faith. But, it was faith that counted not the outward act. Then, as now, it
was possible to be a believer without being baptized (or coming forward); and it was, and

is, possible to be baptized (or come forward) without being a believer! Forgiveness and the gift of
the Spirit cannot be earned by good works or any kind of ritual; these blessings come through the
heart attitude of faith in Christ, and Christ alone.

FORGIVENESS - THE HEART OF THE GOOD NEWS

Forgiveness, freedom from judgment, freedom from the treadmill of legalism, and the certainty of
eternal life with God in the final resurrection was certainly "good news" back then, and it is "good
news" today! Through faith in Jesus Christ, you, my brother, are totally forgiven of all your
sins -- past, present and future! Every sin you have committed in the past (and some of us
have some biggies), and every sin you will commit in the future (I'm afraid that some of us still
have some biggies ahead of us), is included. God the Father accepted Christ's death on the cross
as payment in full for all of your sins -- and mine. We are, as the Message translation of Romans
3: 23 puts it, "in the clear with God"! And that is "good news". Believe it, appropriate it, and
enjoy the freedom and joy of God’s forgiveness.

MORE GOOD NEWS

And that is only half the story! We also receive the gift of the Spirit who gives us new life, and
begins the life long process of slowly transforming us to be more like Jesus. But, my time (and
probably your attention span) has expired. So, more of the "good news" of God's grace will have
to wait for the next brief.

Grace and peace,
Brian



