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Ma_jor Themes

Three major themes - repeated

. Trials and testing of faith

. Wisdom — especially in the
areas of speech and obedience

. Riches and Poverty

Main Idea of James

In the midst of your financial
trials and social tensions you need to
repent of your drift into worldliness
and commit to single-minded faith

in God alone

Outline of James
.. Greetings (1:1)
n.  Statement of Three Key Themes
(1:2-11)
A.  Trials in the Christian Life (1:2-4)
8. Wisdom (1:5-8)
C.  Riches and Poverty (1:9-11)

m. Restatement of the Three Themes
(1:12-27)

A. Trials/Temptations in Relation to God
(1:12-18)

g Wisdom in the Areas of Speech and
Obedience (1:19-26)

¢ The “Have-Nots” and the Responsibility
of the “Haves”: The Thesis of the Letter
(1:27)
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Qutline of Jam

es — con’t

v. The Three Themes Expanded (2:1-5:18)

4. Riches and Poverty (2:1-26)
1.  Favoritism Condemned (2:1-13)
2. The Problem of Faith without Works (2:14-26)
£.  Wisdom and Speech (3:1-4:12)
1.  The Power of the Tongue (3:1-12)
Wisdom from Above and Wisdom from Below
(3:13-18)
3. The Misuse of Speech in Quarrels and Slander
(4:1-12)

Qutline of James ~ con’t

¢. Trials and Temptations (4:13-5:18)
1. Planning apart from God’s Will (4:13-17)
2. Responding to Oppression (5:1-12)
3. . Anointing Prayer for Serious lliness (5:13-18)

V. Closing (5:19-20)

Main Idea

Christians should reject strife and
humbly submit to God in order to
be his rather than the world’s
friend. A key test case for
demonstrating this

" transformation involves how one
speaks to and about other people.
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Qutline of James 4:1-12 ~ con’t

3. The question and answer rephrased: Where does all
this selfishness come from? From friendship with the
world, which is incompatible with friendship with God
(v. 4).

4. The appeal to Scripture: God does not want us to act
this way and makes it possible for us not to act this
way (vv. 5-6).

B.  Christians should humbly submit to God in
response to his friendship (vv. 7-10).
1. The main point stated: Submit to God (v. 7a).
2. Three commands on how to do this (vv. 7b-9).

3. The main point restated: Humble yourselves before
God (v. 10).

1. The Misuse of Speech in Quarrels
and Slander

A. Christians should reject strife as
stemming from friendship with the
world (vv. 1-6).

1. The question raised and answered: Where
does strife come from? From our evil
natures (v. 1).

2. The behavior observed: Strife among
Christians does not satisfy their desires
(vv. 2-3).
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Qutline of James 4:1-12 ~ con’t

C. Christians should reject slander as one
particularly insidious manifestation of
strife (vv. 11-12).

1. Slandering fellow believers slanders God’s
law, which prohibits such action (v. 11a).

2. This usurps God’s role as sole judge by
placing believers in a position of judging
God’s law instead of obeying it (vv. 11b-12),



Matthew 5:21 - 22

21 “You have heard that our ancestors were
told, ‘You must not murder. If you commit
murder, you are subject to judgment,’ 22 But
I say, if you are even angry with someone,
you are subject to judgment! If you call
someone an idiot, you are in danger of being
brought before the court. And if you curse
someone, you are in danger of the fires of
hell.”
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Jamcs 4:1-12

1 John 2:15

“Do not love this world nor the things it
offers you, for when you love the
world, you do not have the love of the
Father in you.”

Matthew 16:4

“Only an evil, adulterous generation
would demand a miraculous sign, but
the only sign I will give them is the
sign of the prophet Jonah.” Then
Jesus left them and went away.

James4:1-12

Proverbs 3:34

“He mocks proud mockers
but gives grace to the humble.”

Philippians 2:4

“Don’t look out only for your own
interests, but take an interest in
others, too.”

Stulac suggests three ways in which
Christians are often too quick to
criticize: “judging the motives behind
others’ words or actions in church
business, judging how others spend
money and judging how others are
rearing their children.”

-~ Stulac, George M. James. IVP New Testament
Commentary. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1993.
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Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean to be a “friend of
the world” in vs. 4? Why does James
think this is bad?

2. How do we “humble ourselves before
God” (vs. 7)? What does this entail?

3. What do you learn about prayer in vs.
2-3?

_—!
Thank You




gl AL S I NSy
‘ -
Py AL STl G
s s P SH

7

CCondsN) TAR MO LS MpH SIS L
d FOPLT TIEN NGAT ST S TAD @Q

\?\M\

S Aane gty Q2 S)

S HAHIS SEOVIS Sl QOK) LIS AL L.
N fa Lo MW S2PUI0ST 2HL ANIHL Pl 9 L

TGOE) 47 AWSAE N 7Sy o eyl
TGS s A P VR 2k ) gl 4

CMERZY RS T

s S
Wty e NGNS 18 rmf, st

. TR AL Mg SNy Il
srhbay el L "

j SPELISY paf

L

i

" 2ORUTY el FAD TIM Lot Ked Lwgn YR —

— NGV TH gy SaAueld Yrof DISTI R
BUARS VR LS
CASY reL NP NS
UM
TLD gE ASY LR el FSnboDg
AN DR Ao N L el i
-1 m\\/
S WAL Wt Aol W SR -
ST I N LB A oS
L1 tz2 gepD DY g
C INA STRHMICY LUP 42 Soausy 23y :ax,

2 LED . TR MY AWRhDS nal o
CEm LNOg N Libry LM ;x

i nok kLt FWOS LY
<.

SAPSH] TVINT PL WL Do Auil L ?ﬁ

noh INOWY  SLEAT VY
<
SEEFIYE? PHL ONISWYD Sl LY

¢

)



TN e EZa s vvIa
AP Wak OXE 1Y bl
‘B
JoarsN b F
M b FIMY L SHY ALY
TINE HL ST
‘U B M OHY ey W o

neh @ SHKPY L BRLAHY FRE b oV

M L A793 a SIgo gnof

4
R IRED NS QU INIDILGD Y :X NALL
COSHIC WOV INE MY FZIo1LY) YK 4T

SRR M Poiaa MOV ASIHY TS MEgs &3& Viidr

Ssurps A7) A LT T S e
¢

oo BHL TRy SHTASIY TN

or g QuUSM TS Sy

T oot A \WRUSN SSINGES G Fosfl LT

YD SR MY BT DY AEML 9T

Ny A el AW D% Sal R spil LFT

CIRYY b <Y 9 poEpasa

g 51 AL o ot

CSLusy gy Adran
Csupis pyd SN e sl

gl L T AW Tirg g gy
Yok) % Kop Wy

“hh WRE. gy Aoy e N
TIAKE 3. wsap
oy Frwry SarTISINGh Agmm
ST L



