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m Observation
= What does it say?
» What do | see?
8 Interpretation
= What does it mean?
a Application
= How does it work?
u How does it apply to me?

Observation Overview

a Look for the “Ws”

= Who? What? When? Where? Why? and

(w) how?

m Look for key terms

= [dentify the important words, phrase and clauses
a Observe the Structure of the passage

» Grammatical Structure

= Literary Structure
m Observe the “Atmosphere” of the passage

s What's happening under the surface

Grammatical Structurc

Structure — The Key to Observation
® Grammatical Structure

= [dentify

= Verbs

Subject and object
Modifiers
Prepositional phrases
Connectives

Litcrarg Structure

Laws of Literary Structure:
m Cause/Effect .
= Jook for “since...”, therefore...”, “so0...”, etc.
Purpose/Result
= Jook for “in order that...”, “so that...”.
Explanation
= [ook for “for...”, “because...”
Contrast
= look for “but”, “yet”
s Comparison
= Jook for “like”, “as
a Repetition
= Jook for repeated words and phrases (identical or similar)
m General to specific or vice versa

Litcrarg Structure

s Things to Look for:
= Things that are Emphasized
= Repeated
= Related
= Alike
= Unlike



= True to Life
Mechanical Qutline

(Diagramming for Dummies!)
m The most practical way to put your observations together.
a Steps:
s Diagram
= [abel
= Write
= Summarize

Kclationships

The Importance of Relationships
8 Paragraph is the basic unit to study.
a Relationships Within Paragraph
= Words, Phrases, Clauses, Sentences
m Relationship of Paragraphs to Each Other

& Relationship of Groups of Paragraphs
= Qutline
» Charts

Cl‘uarts

The Value of Charts

m So that you don’t lose sight of the forest for the trees.
B See Worksheets for charts

w Ephesians

= Romans

]ntcrl:)rctation

Interpretation — What does it mean?
2 CONTENT
= Summarize observations
u Questions / Answers
= Normal (literal) vs. figurative (allegorical)
» Genre
= Authors Intent
8 CONTEXT
8 CROSS-REFERENCES
8 COMMENTARIES

Fut lt Togcthcr

Put It Together

= Mechanical Outline
Labels / Notes
Write it out
Connect the Dots
Tentative Conclusion

APP!ication
APPLICATION:
How does it work in real life?

APplication

5 Dangers of Application:

1. We substitute interpretation for application.

2. We substitute superficial obedience for substantive life change.
3. We substitute rationalization for repentance.

4. We substitute emotional experience for a volitional decision.



5. We substitute communication for transformation.

APPIication

James 1:22-25
@ “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to
the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has
heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.”

APP’ication
The Key Areas of Our Lives:
1. Personal
2. Family
3. Church
4. Work
5. Sport / Hobbies

APP!ication
Nine Key Questions:
1. Is there an example for me to follow?
2.Is there a sin to avoid?
3.Is there a promise to claim?
4.Is there a prayer to repeat?
5. Is there a command to obey?
6. Is there a condition to meet?

APPIication
Nine Key Questions (continued):
7.Is there a verse to memorize?
8.Is there an error to mark?
9.Is there a challenge to face?

i8 Application

What do I Learn About God:

1. The Father?

2. The Son?

3. The Holy Spirit?

4. The church?

5. God'’s plan of salvation?

6. God’s heart for people?

7. God’s program for this world?

19 Application
Put It All Together
1. Know
= The text
v Yourself
2. Relate
= The text to our life and experience

3. Meditate




= Take the time to put it together

4. Practice
= Put the truth you learned into practice today

20 APPlication

Next Step — Just Do It!

1. Design a plan
= e.g. one book a month

2. Establish a priority

3. Make a commitment

4. Set a Schedule / Routine

5. Follow the “Method” — as “tweaked” for you
6. Develop discipline

7. Don’t give up

21 APP]ication

Application Example
Romans 5:3-5
a8 Observe (Diagram)
m Interpret (Content, Context, Cross-Reference, and Commentaries)
m Then Apply

Discussion T ime

e Work on Colossians 3:1-4
= “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory. ”

Than‘c You
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