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Men of Grace
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Brian Christie

Quick Fécts

Date: A.D. 64
Author: The apostle Peter
From: Rome (“Babylon”)
To: The churches (mostly Gentiles) of Northern Turkey founded by Paul and his disciples
Occasion: 1. Paul had just died
2. Persecution of Christians was growing
3. The believers were being disenfranchised, discriminated against and mistreated.

Purpose: 1. To age the beli top ere in the “now” of their suffering and trials by assuring them that the future of glory will
transform their present circumstances

2. To explain that perseverance is exhibited by living a godly life.
3. To assure the believers that God'’s grace which brought them salvation will be with them no matter what happens,

T entative Qutline

1:1-2 Greeting and spiritual identity

1:3-2:10 Chosen by God for full and final salvation
1:3-12 God's gift of final salvation
1:13-2:3 God'’s calling to a holy lifestyle
2:4-10 God'’s choice of a special people

2:11-4:19 Honorable behavior in the midst of suffering
2:11-25 Submission to appropriate legal authorities
3:1-12 Submission/respect in marriage and in the church
3:13-22 Doing good in the midst of suffering
4:1-11 Christlike attitude in the world and in the church
4:12-19 Be happy, do right, trust God

5:1-9 Serving each other in the church

5:10-14 Summary of letters’ content and purpose

1 Peter2:11-25

MAIN IDEA:

s Submit to the appropriate legal authorities because it pleases God and is a powerful witness to non-
believers :

2:11-12

m The Christian life is a fight but also a powerful witness .
2:13-17

u All Believers must accept the authority of Government
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2:18-25:
m Slaves must accept the authority of your Masters (as an example for all believers)
2:18-20
* Patiently enduring unfair treatment pleases God
2:21-25
= Christis our example; He suffered unfairly yet He trusted God and His suffering resulted in our
blessing. Follow in His steps.

Discussion

Questions of the day:

1. In light of 2:13-17 how should we prepare our IRS tax returns? (See also Matthew 22:17-22 and
Matthew 8:24-27.) Do you think Caesar's tax policies were relevant to Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:17 - 22?

2. Do you feel that you are suffering unfairly now? How should we respond to seemingly “unfair”
circumstances?
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