The Compassionate Samaritan

The Word
Read together Luke 10:25-37

The Big Idea
The story of the Good Samaritan invites us into the compassion and grace we have received, and it calls us to offer that same compassion and care to those in need, regardless of who they are.

Questions for Discussion
1.  Discuss the two different views of holiness epitomized in the religious leaders (holiness = separation) and Jesus (holiness = compassionate action).  Which view did you grow up with?  What are some of the strengths and issues associated with each view?  

2.  The Good Samaritan is obviously a very familiar story to many of us.  What is something new you saw in the story this week?  What did you come to appreciate in a new or deeper way?

[bookmark: _GoBack]3.  On Sunday, we talked about the Samaritan’s compassion that broke down lots of fences to love the man in need (the “when” fence, the “how much” fence, and the “who” fence).  Where do you sense God might be calling you to break down a fence in order to love well at this time?  

Digging Deeper:  Sermon Outline
I.  Different views on how to pursue holiness
A.  Holiness = separation
1.  For the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, holiness is pursued and expressed through separation = being set apart from sinful people and sinful situations.  
2.  The question is: how clean is your life?
3.  Who is my neighbor?  Who is inside the fence and who is outside the fence?
	B.  Holiness = compassion and loving action
1.  For Jesus, reflecting God’s own holiness is best expressed in compassionate action towards those in need (“be merciful as your Father is merciful”)
2.  The question is:  how big is your heart?  Do you have a heart like your Father’s?

II.  The parable of the good Samaritan
	A.  There is a tragedy that creates a deep human need (a man left for dead)
	B.   The priest and Levite are the spiritual elite of the day
1.  They pass by because, for whatever reason, this man is outside the fence they’ve constructed in terms of who is their neighbor and whom they are obligated to love
2.  They may be afraid of the danger, or unwilling to become ritualistically impure, or unwilling to engage in such an overwhelming need
	C.  The Samaritan is a spiritual disaster (from the Jewish standpoint)
1.  Samaritans and Jews had a sordid history together and were enemies (see Luke 9:51-54)
	2.  He has “compassion” (v. 33)
	3.  His compassion led to radical action on behalf of this man (v. 34-35)
		4.  He breaks through all the “fences” that might keep him from loving this man
			a.  The “when” fence:  He loves even when it’s very inconvenient
b.  The “how much” fence:  He goes way beyond the minimum level of decency and engages in costly love
c.  The “who” fence:  He loves even his enemy
	D.  Notice how Jesus subtly shifts the man’s question
1.  The man asks “who is my neighbor” (v. 29), and Jesus leaves him with the question, “who proved to be a neighbor? (v. 36).  The issue is not about looking out there and identifying neighbors and non-neighbors but rather looking inside our own heart and deciding whether or not we will choose to be a neighbor. 
2.  There are no fences “out there,” the only fences are the ones that exist in our own heart
	E.  Notice how Jesus has switched the roles in the story
1.  You’d expect him to tell a story of a Jewish man who helps a Samaritan, but Jesus tells the story of a Samaritan who helps a Jew.
2.  Therefore, rather than a moralistic call to do good, Jesus’ story is a story of grace that puts us in the place of the man in need and forces us to ask the question: “What if I received a radical grace and compassion from the last person in the world I’d expect to receive it (my worst enemy)? How would that change their status as neighbor in my mind, and how would that change how I treat those I consider my enemy?”
3.  Spiritually speaking, the story of the good Samaritan is our story.  When we were God’s enemies (see Romans 5:8-10), and when we were spiritually dead, Jesus came alongside us and saw our hopeless situation, and he had a compassion that led to a radically action that broke down every fence imaginable that he might rescue us and save us.  
4.  It’s that encounter with the grace and compassion of Jesus that can transform us to become more compassionate and loving people.

III.  Our response today
A. Confession: “Lord, my life is so measured and careful, and I’m so caught up in my own comfort and convenience.  Lord, I still put up fences that keep me from loving many people.”
B.  Action: “Lord, how can I cross a fence this week to offer compassion and love to someone in the name of Jesus?” 
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