Jesus’ Upside Down World

The Word
Read together Luke 6:17-36

The Big Idea
Jesus invites us into life in his kingdom wherein the reality of God’s mercy transforms the way we think and the way we live.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  As wealthy, well-fed Christians living in Orange County, hearing Jesus’ blessings and woes can be challenging.  How do you make sense of our lives here in light of Jesus’ perspective in v. 20-26?  

2.  As we talked about the idea of loving your enemy on Sunday, did anything specific come up for you in terms of a person or type of person that you find difficult to love?  What might faithfulness to Jesus’ teaching look like for you at this time? 

3.  On Sunday we talked about the idea of “involuntary displacement.” Where are you currently experiencing involuntary displacement?  What would it look like for you to see in that challenge a potential blessing to experience the mercy of God more deeply?  How can you respond to that challenge in a way that draws you closer to God?

4.  Consider Henri Nouwen’s quote on the “voluntary displacement.”  Where is Jesus calling you to a voluntary displacement for the sake of following him?  
“Following Jesus involves leaving the comfortable place and going to a place that is outside our comfort zone. Spiritual displacement is what is called for. As a ship at sea displaces water, so we are displaced when something greater than ourselves moves us in a new direction or state of being. Voluntary displacement prevents us from being caught in the net of the ordinary and proper.  For Martin Luther, displacement meant leaving the monastery and becoming a reformer. For Dietrich Bonhoeffer, it meant returning to his country from the safety of the United States and becoming a prisoner of the Nazis. For Martin Luther King, Jr., it meant leaving the 'ordinary and proper place' of African Americans and leading a movement for civil rights. For Mother Teresa, it meant leaving the convent and starting an order to care for the 'poorest of the poor' in Calcutta.”  

Digging Deeper:  Sermon Outline
I.  This is very radical teaching
	A.  Blessings and woes (v. 20-26)
1.  We would have to have a completely different perspective on life to embrace what Jesus is saying here
2.  Jesus is pronouncing blessing on situations that everyone considers bad and works very hard to avoid
3.  Jesus is pronouncing woes on situations that everyone considers good and works hard to pursue
	B.  Love your enemies (v. 27-36)
1.  We would have to become completely different people to obey Jesus’ teaching here.
2. “Love your enemies” is the basic command followed by a list of tangible and specific expressions of love of enemy.
3.  Love = proactive expressions of love, blessing, and help.  Jesus doesn’t just say to put up with our enemies or graciously endure them, but rather he encourages proactive engagement for their good
4.  Enemy = Jesus mentions loving our friends and acquaintances well (something we might be tempted to take pride in) and says there is nothing particularly special about that (v. 32-34)
	C.  The mercy of God is the foundation of this kind of living (v. 36)
1.  Only a profound experience of God’s mercy and grace could change our perspective and change us into the kind of people who embrace Jesus’ teaching
2.  v. 35:  God’s mercy and kindness is given to the “wicked” (= those who don’t deserve it) and the ungrateful (= those who don’t acknowledge it).  So all day long, people are being showered by God’s mercy whether they deserve it and acknowledge it or not

II.  The blessings and woes in more detail
A.  How do we as wealthy, well-fed, respected Christians embrace this teaching? 
B.  Acknowledge “Involuntary Displacement”
1.  Notice the crowds in v. 18-19:  the sick, oppressed, poor, blind, lame, etc.
2.  They involuntarily experience poverty, sadness, exclusion.  They didn’t choose it; it just happened to them.
3.  Their status is blessed because they are uniquely situated to experience the mercy of God.  Their circumstances can create a posture of humility and dependence which leads them to God.
4.  Alternatively, the rich and well fed and respected are in circumstances that tend to make the heart less open to the mercy of God (that’s why it’s hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God).  
5.  God’s mercy is available to all (rich and poor) but it is the poor who for the most part acknowledge their need for God and embrace his mercy.
6.  Where are you currently experiencing “involuntary displacement?”  Where is life hard and painful?  What would it look like to let that challenge draw you closer to God and experience his mercy?
	C.  Acknowledge “Voluntary Displacement”
1.  Notice the disciples in v. 20.  They have voluntarily left all to follow Jesus and are now experiencing more poverty and conviction and loss of reputation than they had previously
2.  Sometimes Jesus calls us to follow him in ways that will put us in places of greater poverty, hunger, grief, or exclusion.  
3.  In each of those cases we are being called to choose Jesus over wealth, reputation, comfort, etc.
4.  Where is Jesus calling you to follow him in ways that might cost you something you care about?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	D.  It is our experience of God’s mercy that allows us to experience displacement
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