Prepare the Way of the Lord

The Word
Read together John 3:1-20.

The Big Idea
Repentance is a fundamental posture of a Jesus follower.  Repentance involves being willing to change our minds and turn from current ways of living so that our lives are more oriented around God, his grace, his values and purposes.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  At the beginning of Sunday’s message we talked about the idea of reading Jesus afresh—that is, doing our best to let go of our preconceptions and categories for who Jesus is and letting the straightforward meaning of the passages shape our understanding.  How does that idea sound to you?  What are some preconceptions you think Christians have?  What do you think we might discover about Jesus as we let him speak for himself?  

2.  John the Baptist is a fairly familiar figure to some of us.  What’s something you learned or came to appreciate more about John and his message from Sunday’s sermon? 

3.  Sunday’s message centered around the theme of repentance.  As you consider your life right now, are there any specific areas where you want to live with a posture of repentance that is willing to change the way you’re approaching something so that you’re living more in line with God’s values and desires?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  On Sunday we talked about pride and fear as being two postures that most keep us from repentance.  Which of those do you relate to more when it comes to repentance, and why? 

Digging Deeper:  Sermon Outline
I.  A series through Luke’s gospel
A.  Let’s seek to let go of our preconceptions, assumptions, and images of Jesus and seek to read these stories afresh and allow the person of Jesus to emerge as he is in this gospel
B.  See Luke 1:1-4:  Luke is a gentile who companioned with Paul in his missionary journeys.  He was not an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry but has carefully investigated his ministry through eyewitness and is seeking to provide an orderly account

II.  John the Baptist
	A.  Who is he? (v. 2)
		1.  The son of Zechariah and Elizabeth (see Luke 1-2)
2.  A prophet (“the word of the Lord came to John) sent to deliver God’s message to his people
	B.  What’s his role?
1.  His role is to prepare the people and make them ready for the coming of Jesus (v. 4)
2.  His ministry is understood in the light of two prophetic texts
a.  Isaiah 40 (v. 4-6):  There the context is God’s salvation and consolation and getting ready to experience that
b.  Malachi 3 (see Malachi 3:1-2):  There the context is the possibility of judgment if the people don’t respond appropriately to the Messiah
3.  John’s view of Jesus carries with it these themes of salvation and judgment
a.  Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit and purify his people like fire (v. 16)
b.  Jesus’ presence will bring a great separation in which some will experience salvation and others will experience judgment depending on their response (v. 17)
	C.  What’s his message?
		1.  Repent (v. 3)
Repentance = being willing to change our mind about how we’re living, being willing to turn from a certain way of life to a new way of life that is oriented around God and his grace, values, and desires
2.  He calls the 1st Jews out of a posture that presumes on God’s grace simply because they are ethnic Jews (“we have Abraham as our father”).  His images confront that kind of posture
	a.  They may actually be “children of snakes” (v. 7)
b.  They are replaceable since God can raise up children for himself from stones (v. 8)
	c.  If they don’t bear fruit, they will be cut down (v. 9)
3.  He calls them to be baptized as a symbol of their repentance
4.  He calls them to bear fruit in keeping with repentance
a.  The list of fruit bearing activities are very practical, mundane, and part of the stuff of our actual day to day lives
b.  The list involves money and possessions and how we treat people
What do you notice about that list? 

III.  Repentance in the life of a Jesus follower
A.  In Luke, we will see that repentant hearts prepare the way to fully experience Jesus and be transformed by him (see Luke 7:29-30)
B.  In Luke, we’ll see that some of the most surprising people repent (= notorious sinners) and some people you’d expect to repent don’t
C.  In Luke, we’ll see that Jesus loves and celebrates repentance
	1.  He is perfectly comfortable with sinners
	2.  But he has strong words for those who sit in unrepentant sin
D.  Jesus people aren’t perfect people.  Jesus people are repentant people. 
1.  During this series, let’s commit to repentant hearts that are willing to be changed and disrupted by Jesus
		2.  During this series, let’s not rely and presume on our Christian heritage
3.  Pride and fear prevent many people from repenting.  Let’s not let our pride or fear get in the way.
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