
Stories for you to savor over Shabbat and through the weekend, in printable format.  Sign up at forward.com/shabbat.

Get the latest at Forward.com 1

YOUR SHABBAT EDITION  •  JULY 3, 2020



GET THE LATEST AT FORWARD.COM

Milton Glaser loved New York — and was its greatest observer 2

If you’ve ever lived in New York City — or set foot in it, 
or talked to someone about it, or watched one of the 
approximately three billion films about it — you know it 
has a complicated relationship with its past.

On the one hand, there’s a sort of maniacal drive to the 
future about the place: Each new spindly, angular 
skyscraper that crops up in midtown speaks to a desire, 
at least among the city’s elite, for change, now.

On the other, there’s a perpetual sense of longing for 
the past: The time before the corporations moved in 
and every street corner became a Duane Reade; before 
generations of gentrification and stop-and-frisk 
policing stripped whole swaths of the city of life and 
liveliness; when your peers on the subway — when we 
rode the subway — had newspapers in their hands, not 
smartphones.

Of all the artists the city has produced, perhaps none 
understood that dichotomy better than Milton Glaser, 
the renowned graphic designer who passed away late 
last week on his 91st birthday. Glaser, born to 
Hungarian-Jewish parents in the Bronx, is best known 
for inventing the ubiquitous slogan “I NY,” which he 
debuted in 1977 as part of a tourism campaign for New 
York State, and which has defined, annoyed and 
enraptured the city ever since.

But to say that Glaser — whose work included book 
covers for the works of Shakespeare and Philip Roth, 
the design of New York Magazine, the World Health 
Organization’s AIDS campaign and the relatively 
restrained pre-presidential Trump Vodka — was best 
known for any one thing is to underestimate his impact 
on the aesthetic world. With a mercurial style that 
ranged from the psychedelic fluidity of his famous 1966 
Bob Dylan poster to the unstuffy steadfastness of the 
logo for Barron’s magazine, Glaser gave the confused 
energies of post-war America a visual outlet. It was a 

time alternately of radicalism and deep-rooted 
traditionalism; a time when Puritan values of simplicity 
and and honesty clashed with a growing interest in wild 
luxury; a time when America’s marginalized groups, 
especially Black people and queer people, rose up and 
began visibly, systematically demanding changes to 
the status quo, and the status quo, for a long time, did 
its best to ignore them.

Glaser’s work reflected and clarified those currents, 
most meaningfully in his hometown. He captured the 
city’s turn to carefully commercialized hipness in his 
logo for Bread Alone, the bakery’s name spelled out in a 
font loopy enough to be down-to-earth, but clean 
enough to be highly marketable. He crafted a stylish 
but pointedly bland icon to advertise the sanitized 
hopefulness of the annual Celebrate Israel Parade. For 
“A Gentile’s Guide to Jewish Food,” a 1968 issue of New 
York Magazine, he designed a technicolor cover 
showcasing an alarmed-looking whole fish sandwiched 
between the two halves of a bagel, a light, playful jab at 
a city that loved to tout its Jewish heritage, and could 
be simultaneously skittish about that heritage’s more 
messy details.

But his approach to the city went far beyond play. He 
used his love for it to exhume and reframe its flaws, in 
ways that were disarmingly affectionate, even as they 
were challenging. Consider two of his posters: one for 
Lincoln Center’s 1983 Mostly Mozart festival, and one 
for a 1988 concert, also at Lincoln Center, honoring the 
jazz great Louis Armstrong.

The first, clearly modeled on Andy Warhol’s silkscreens, 
features a three-by-three grid of rectangular frames, 
each one centered on a boisterously-colored silhouette 
of the titular composer. While seven of the nine profiles 
look nearly indistinguishable from one another, it’s 
clear that Mozart is moving through them; the green, 
hilly landscape behind him shifts from frame to frame.

Milton Glaser loved New York — and was its 
greatest observer
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But the poster’s real interest comes with the central 
frame, and the one immediately to its right. In the first, 
the composer’s head tilts slightly back, and his lips part; 
in the next, he and his background have become a 
sharp-angled blur, as if not only his body but also his 
clothes and the world around him are dissolving. He’s 
sneezing.

Now look at the Armstrong poster. There’s Louis 
figured in pastels, his dark skin reflecting bright 
rectangles of many-colored lights that bleed onto the 
muted background behind him, the space where his 
eyes should be occupied by empty, neat hollows. In 
1988, Armstrong had been dead for 17 years. The empty 
sockets might be a surprisingly literal — and macabre —
nod at his mortality, or a suggestion that the music is in 
some essential way empty without the man, or a nod at 
Armstrong’s song “Ochi Chernyie (Dark Eyes),” an 
exuberant adaptation of a Russian folk song about the 
seductive power of a black-eyed beloved.

Or they might signify something else entirely. The 
Mozart and Armstrong posters are, stylistically, almost 
entirely discrete from one another. The first looks like it 
could be wall art in a Beatles film — in fact, Glaser 
helped pioneer the “Yellow Submarine” aesthetic that 
the band popularized — and the second like an inverted 
cousin of Kerry James Marshall’s famous 1980 painting 
“A Portrait of the Artist as a Shadow of His Former 
Self,” in which a Black man fades into his black 
background, his only distinguishable features the 
cartoonishly stark whites of his eyes and bared teeth.

But thematically, the posters have surprising 
commonalities. Both subvert the famed figures they 
depict, as well as, more importantly, the audience 
drawn to those figures. In the Mozart poster, that 
subversion is the sneeze, a reminder that elevated 
artists have ludicrous bodies, just like the rest of us. 
That sneeze returns Mozart to earth, lovingly piercing 
the lofty illusions of audiences who tend to consciously 
or unconsciously laud themselves for their high taste. 
In the Armstrong poster, the subversion, more 
complicated, is in the eyes. One of Armstrong’s great 
gifts as an artist was his accessibility: His music 
seemed to invite listeners into his living room, no 
matter who they were, and offer a laugh, or a cry, or a 

dance. In Glaser’s vision, those haunted should-be eyes 
suggest some of what that accessibility might have 
been keeping carefully veiled: Armstrong’s profound 
grief over the state of racism in the United States, 
perhaps, or his piercing understanding of the ways in 
which white elites tried to use his art to shield the 
culture over which they presided from critique.

Where the Mozart poster pokes fun at those elites for 
their enthrallment with their own status, the Armstrong 
poster asks them, obliquely, to reckon with what that 
status has reaped. It’s an unspoken question closely 
informed by history. Lincoln Center was built on land 
that Robert Moses converted from a thriving, diverse 
working-class neighborhood to a haven for art for the 
upper classes. What does it mean, the poster asks, for 
those classes to celebrate the work of Louis Armstrong, 
whose advocacy for integration caused the FBI to keep 
a file on him, on land that told part of the story of the 
city’s turn away from diversity?

See, the logo so often held up as Milton Glaser’s 
greatest work spoke the truth about his creator: He did 
love New York. But his love wasn’t an endpoint. It was a 
means for him to insert himself in and change the city, 
the complexities of which he understood with rare 
clarity. It was eternally obsessed with a rigid and 
exclusive social order, and a great fomenter of 
movements for change; it prided itself on liberalism and 
acceptance, and carefully, cruelly curated exactly what 
that could look like. Because Glaser loved New York, he 
saw through it. And he helped us see through it, with 
love, as well.

-

Talya Zax is the Forward’s deputy culture editor. 
Contact her at zax@forward.com or on Twitter, 
@TalyaZax .
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‘Car Nidre’ and shofar flash mobs: here’s what the High Holidays might look like 4

The Torah tells us how to apologize, how to make burnt 
offerings, and even how to put on our shoes. What it 
doesn’t specify is how to host inspiring, authentic High 
Holiday services in the middle of a pandemic.

So this year, synagogues are figuring that out on their 
own — and with each other.

The High Holidays — the period between Rosh 
Hashanah on September 18 and Yom Kippur on 
September 28 — are the central religious events of the 
Jewish calendar, and the busiest times of year for 
synagogues. Through crowded services, shofar 
blowing, and dancing, they affirm not just religious faith 
but the communal bonds that congregations cultivate 
year-round.

“Deep down people crave being together, especially in 
the High Holiday season,” said Rabbi Ari Kirschenbaum 
of Brooklyn synagogue Chabad Heights. “That’s the 
time of year when they charge up their batteries.”

Rabbis acknowledge that most celebrations will take 
place on virtual platforms, but they’re determined that 
the High Holidays will be more than a five-hour version 
of Zoom Shabbat. Those interviewed by the Forward 
are embracing a two-pronged challenge: improving on 
current formats to offer more engaging virtual services 
and devising safe in-person events.

“Through the harshest times, when Jews really had to 
struggle to persevere in Jewish life, we’ve always 
gotten creative,” said Rabbi Stewart Vogel of Temple 
Aliyah in Los Angeles.

Shofar “flash mobs”

With most synagogues planning to conduct core High 
Holiday services online, leaders are seeking out specific 
rituals that congregants can share in real time. One of 
those is the blowing of the shofar. Not only is the 

shofar an iconic symbol of Jewish ritual life, for some 
it’s a religious obligation to hear its sound in person, 
rather than virtually.

Some synagogues will organize what Leah Jones, the 
president of Emmanuel Congregation in Chicago, called 
a “shofar flash mob.” One or several shofar blowers will 
travel to different neighborhoods throughout the day, 
and congregants will gather to hear them at designated 
times. In congregations where a large proportion of 
members actually own shofars, rabbis may simply 
pause services and invite them to play the instrument 
outside.

“It’s a good balance between being safe and giving 
people those hallmark moments,” said Rabbi Yohanna
Kinberg of Kirkland, Wash.’s Congregation Kol Ami, who 
is also organizing communal shofar sessions.

“Car nidre” and services in person

Earlier this spring, Temple Aliyah’s Vogel officiated a 
bar mitzvah on a warehouse’s loading dock, with family 
and friends gathered in cars below to watch. It was a 
“beautiful experience,” he said, and it made him look at 
other outdoor, car-friendly spaces — namely, his 
synagogue’s parking lot — in a new light.

Now, he’s hoping to host a “car nidre,” service, in which 
congregants will gather in the parking lot to hear Kol
Nidre, a song-filled service that takes place on the night 
before Yom Kippur. Depending on public health 
guidelines in effect this fall, attendees will either open 
their windows to hear the service or listen through the 
speakers in their cars. Either way, the gathering will 
allow them to experience an emotional, highly sensory 
service that’s difficult to replicate online.

Orthodox synagogues that are prohibited according to 
Jewish law from streaming services online may rely

‘Car Nidre’ and shofar flash mobs: here’s what 
the High Holidays might look like
By Irene Connelly

News
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even more heavily on outdoor space. Chabad Heights’s 
Kirschenbaum said he’s lucky that his synagogue has a 
backyard where he can host services, albeit with fewer 
attendees than usual.

Despite the reduced capacity, he doesn’t anticipate 
turning people away: many are wary of in-person 
services and have become accustomed to davening in 
their homes.

Pod services and watch parties

Ohr Kodesh Congregation, a Conservative synagogue in 
Chevy Chase, Md., will be live-streaming all High 
Holiday services, Cantor Hinda Labovitz said. But many 
congregants abstain from technology on Shabbat and 
won’t use computers, despite halachic dispensations 
granted due to coronavirus. To serve them, she’s 
currently training twelve lay leaders to conduct small, 
socially-distanced services in congregants’ backyards. 
Those unwilling to attend virtually can join one of these 
“pods” to hear an in-person version of the High Holiday 
services.

And Rabbi Sandra Lawson, associate chaplain for 
Jewish life at Elon College, said she plans to encourage 
students, who might otherwise be observing the High 
Holidays alone, to watch online services outside and in 
their dorms — together.

“Everyone understands this year isn’t going to be the 
same, but we also can’t let the holidays go by and not 
do anything,” she said.

Zoom, improved

Since the onset of coronavirus, most synagogues 
interviewed by the Forward have shifted to virtual 
services, with clergy leading rituals in real time from 
their homes. As the High Holidays approach, many plan 
to improve on that format by investing in high-quality 
recording technology.

After deciding that High Holiday services would be 
remote, Emmanuel Congregation hired an event 
production team to design its slate of virtual offerings. 
Jones, the synagogue’s president, said that while 
portions of services will be live, leaders will pre-record 

“as much as we can” in order to avoid technology 
glitches, deliver a polished audio-visual experience and 
fight “Zoom fatigue,” the boredom with informal online 
events all too familiar for many Americans.

It’s also an approach that will allow more congregants 
to participate in the service. Rabbi Maya Glasser of New 
Brunswick, N.J.’s Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple said 
that pre-recording would preserve one of the 
synagogue’s most important traditions: inviting 
teenagers to the bima to read Torah and blow the 
shofar during the High Holidays. Young congregants 
will visit the sanctuary individually to record parts of 
the service throughout the summer, she said, and their 
contributions will be interspersed with live rituals led by 
clergy on Zoom.

“We want to honor our community by getting as many 
people as possible in front of the camera safely,” Jones 
said.

Tashlich “docent tours”

“Tashlich,” a Rosh Hashanah ritual in which Jews stand 
by a body of water and symbolically cast away the 
year’s sins, is an ideal coronavirus custom: It takes 
place completely outside and can be conducted in small 
groups. Many synagogues are using tashlich to create 
in-person experiences for congregants who will 
otherwise gather online.

Kinberg plans to organize a tashlich lunch at a local 
lake. Family units can bring their own food and picnic 
blankets, and clergy will use a speaker system to invite 
people to the shore in small groups to perform the 
ritual. Labovitz, meanwhile, envisions “docent tours” to 
a creek near her synagogue: Clergy will lead small 
groups to various distanced access points to perform 
the ritual, perhaps accompanying it with shofar 
blowing.

Rosh Hashanah in a box

Kinberg said that Congregation Kol Ami’s “main 
innovation” for this year’s High Holidays are take-home 
“kits” for use throughout the season. Each family will 
receive a box that includes crafts for kids, question 
cards to facilitate discussion and even a honey cake. 

‘Car Nidre’ and shofar flash mobs: here’s what the High Holidays might look like
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“We’re trying to bring some stuff from the synagogue 
into people’s homes,” she said. Labovitz, whose 
synagogue Ohr Kodesh may also distribute High 
Holiday kits, added that they can be a life-saver for 
families who rely on youth services and activities to 
get through a technology-free holiday.

“Entertaining kids is really tough, especially if you 
don’t break it up by going to shul,” she said.

Schmoozing is here to stay

As important as services themselves for many 
congregants are the kiddushes, coffee chats and 
catch-ups that accompany them as synagogue-goers 
drift in and out of the sanctuary. Many synagogues 
relying heavily on live-streamed services are devising 
ways to facilitate that organic social connection.

Rabbi Francine Roston, who leads Glacier Jewish 
Community/B’nai Shalom, a small synagogue in 
Kalispell, Mont., is banding together with leaders at 
three other synagogues in the state to offer a 
schedule of classes — from meditations to textual 
studies — during and around the High Holidays, 
allowing congregants to drift from one to the other.

Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie, who leads New York City’s 
Lab/Shul, said that except during events like Torah 
readings, attendees would be able to virtually wander 
between concurrent services, classes and social 
events, as if walking through an online building. “You 
could spend the first hour doing yoga, and then walk 
up to the second ‘floor’ to do watch services, and then 
go to the third ‘floor’ to hang out with your kids,” he 
said. “We will have this medley of options.”

-

Irene Katz Connelly is an editorial fellow at the 
Forward. You can contact her at 
connelly@forward.com.

There are plenty of things to argue about these days. 
The presidential election is a mere 125 days away, and 
the country is enmeshed in a series of overlapping 
crises, fueled by long-simmering resentments and 
cabin fever months in the making.

And in the midst of all this, American Jewry is 
convulsed by the question of Israel annexing a 
handful of settlements in the West Bank and the 
Jordan Valley.

This is not, of course, a trivial question. The assertion 
of sovereignty is a fraught subject that touches on the 
future of the West Bank, the possibilities of 
Palestinian statehood, and the size and physiognomy 
of the Jewish State.

These are crucial questions that get to the heart of 
Israel’s character as a democratic state, so you might 
expect such questions to matter most of all to 
Israelis, who will have to live with the consequences. 
You would be wrong.

In fact, the numbers coming out of the Holy Land are 
muddled, suggesting a lack of enthusiasm for both 
annexation and the topic. According to the Israeli 
Democracy Institute, roughly half of Israelis support 
annexation. Reflecting the nation, Benny Gantz, a 
crucial factor in U.S. approval of the plan, has been 
unenthusiastic and ambivalent. And while Israeli 
doves who support larger territorial withdrawal are a 
miniscule flock, Netanyahu has caught flak from his 
right for the limited nature of the plans.

More than anything, Israelis have greeted news of

American Jews’ 
hysteria about 
annexation has 
nothing to do with 
Israel
By Ari Hoffman

Opinion
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possible annexation with a resounding “Meh,” more 
worried about jobs than settlements. “One million 
unemployed people do not know what we are talking 
about right now,” Gantz told Ynet.

But the American Jewish world is in an uproar.

The major Jewish American organizations are under 
intense pressure to have a position on annexation, a 
challenge they are not meeting with much success; the 
giants are showing the strain. A widely circulated essay 
from one of American Jewry’s most mainstream 
organizations, the American Jewish Committee, 
promised to “explain Israel to the wider world,” even as 
it struggled to explain where it stands on the crucial 
question of sovereignty. Meanwhile, the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee released a statement 
claiming that it neither endorses nor opposes 
annexation. And a leaked memo reveals the Anti-
Defamation League preparing to “game out how to 
respond to accusations of Israel being racist and an 
apartheid system and when to respond in public and 
when to respond in private.”

These institutions, already struggling to navigate a 
volatile moment, are providing confused guidance, 
alternatively alienating the right and an energized 
Jewish left that sees anything but full-throated 
denunciation of annexation as tantamount to 
endorsement of apartheid.

If Israeli Jews are shrugging, American Jews are 
stammering.

This gap between Israeli and American Jews’ response 
to annexation has laid bare an important truth: Israel is 
the main stage of the Jewish world, and American Jews 
are sitting in the cheap seats, a peanut gallery 
desperate for a voice and a vote. Sure, you can hear 
their grumbling from the stage, and they might 
occasionally disrupt the show. But you would never 
confuse them for the talent.

Annexation has provided an American Jewish 
community anxious about its own survival and 
importance with a renewed opportunity to jockey for 
position. In other words, what is actually at stake in 
Jewish American debates over annexation has more to 

do with New York than Jerusalem. The text is a debate 
about Israeli policy, the pretext a concern for Israel’s 
future, but the subtext is a larger fight for power in the 
American Jewish world, a struggle for institutional clout 
and public opinion and even survival. The consternation 
over annexation is less a referendum on Israel than a 
reflection of the Jewish American landscape, which 
reveals a community in flux.

This does not mean that the stakes are lower. On the 
contrary, because the front is here rather than there, 
the effects and outcomes are felt intimately. And while 
it’s true that American Jews have always followed 
events in Israel with boisterous attention, the dynamic 
is now more hysterical and twitchier, and less 
connected to any actual results on the ground; if 
annexation is delayed, it will certainly be because of the 
Trump administration, not because of American Jews.

Still, even as signs surface that American Jews are 
distancing from Israel, the awkward reality is that we 
can’t pull away quite yet. We have too little of our own 
by way of a new kind of Jewishness, and too many old 
feelings. Our identity is still bound up with what 
happens there, and our sense of self and tribe is too 
linked to Israel’s actions.

We would all benefit from realizing that what we talk 
about when we talk about Israel is really ourselves: 
what our community is, and where it’s headed. Israel is 
certainly a central part of that conversation. But as with 
all relationships, a little more introspection and a lot 
more honesty would make things better for everyone 
involved.

The future of Jewish life is being written here, too. And 
we’re the ones holding the pen. It’s time we started 
writing our own story, instead of using someone else’s 
to avoid it.

-

Ari Hoffman is a contributing columnist at the Forward, 
where he writes about politics and culture.  

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Forward.
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We’ve entered a new era in terms of the relationship 
American Jews have with the community organizations 
that claim to represent us. Last Tuesday, powerful 
long-time New York Congressional representative Eliot 
Engel, chairman of the House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, was defeated in the Democratic Party primary 
by political newcomer Jamaal Bowman in a closely-
watched election seen by many as a referendum on 
support for Israel within the Democratic Party.

As Abe Silberstein wrote in these pages, Engel had 
established a record as a “stalwart, uncompromising, 
unwavering” supporter of Israel in Congress. Bowman 
on the other hand, despite opposing BDS, has been 
willing to consider placing limitations on American aid. 
“Our taxpayer dollars should not be going toward 
subsidizing settlement expansion, home demolitions, 
the detention of Palestinian children, or in any way 
supporting the threatened Israeli ‘annexation’ of the 
West Bank,” Bowman has written.

Not surprisingly, pro-Israel Jewish groups poured 
millions into the race to save Engel.

But actual Jewish voters barely seemed to notice: More 
than 60% of the voters at the Hebrew Institute of 
Riverdale, an epicenter of Jewish life in the district, 
chose Bowman over Engel.

It was not the only sign last week of a shift in the 
American Jewish community. On Thursday, the 
American Jewish Committee, perhaps the purest 
embodiment of the nonpartisan American Jewish 
institutional establishment, published their response to 
Israel’s planned annexation of portions of the West 
Bank. It was a remarkable text. Written by Jason 
Isaacson, AJC’s Chief Policy and Political Affairs Officer, 
the piece was entitled “We’ll defend annexation if 
needed – but here’s the thing.” In it, Jacobson 
acknowledges that annexation will “exact a price… 

borne in the trajectory of Israel’s relations with Arab 
states” and “in the erosion of Israel’s longstanding 
claims against Palestinian unilateralism, in breach of 
Oslo Accords promises.” And yet despite 
acknowledging this high price, the piece promises that 
even after annexation, AJC will “do what it has always 
done: explain Israel to the wider world.”

The AJC OpEd, like Bowman’s victory with Jews, presage 
the same development. By going all in on defending the 
state of Israel, even as it contemplates annexing 
portions of the West Bank without granting citizenship 
rights to the Palestinians living there, American Jewish 
establishment organizations are alienating themselves 
from the majority of American Jews.

And because of this, more and more American Jews are 
ignoring these groups entirely, so that even as pro-
Israel groups spend millions to protect pro-Israel 
politicians like Eliot Engel, actual Jewish voters 
increasingly seem not to care.

That’s because most of us differ from our self-
appointed community leadership’s approach to this 
issue. While polls show that a slim majority of Israeli 
Jews back annexation, American Jews differ 
dramatically from our Israeli counterparts on this 
question. Whereas 42% of Israeli Jews believe West 
Bank settlements like the ones Israel is planning to 
formally annex are good for Israel’s security, only 17% 
of American Jews agree.

And American Jews are consistently more supportive 
than Israeli Jews of Palestinian statehood; two-thirds of 
American Jews favor an independent Palestinian state 
in the West Bank, even if this means dismantling Israeli 
settlements, compared to fewer than half of Israeli 
Jews.

No one has yet polled American Jews to find out what 

Defending annexation, the Jewish 
establishment proves its impotence
By Joel Swanson

Opinion
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we think about West Bank annexation specifically. But 
in 2018, the American Jewish Committee itself found 
that half of American Jews opposed the Trump 
administration’s decision to formally recognize 
Jerusalem as the undivided capital of the state of Israel, 
a move seen as a de facto endorsement of Israeli 
annexation of East Jerusalem.

If half of American Jews opposed the US recognizing 
Israeli annexation of even just the full city of Jerusalem, 
it’s certainly safe to assume American Jewish 
opposition to annexation of further-flung parts of the 
West Bank would be much higher.

The reasons for this opposition are not hard to discern. 
American Jews, unlike Israeli Jews, are a broadly liberal 
community. There are more than twice as many self-
described American Jewish liberals as American Jewish 
conservatives, which is roughly the reverse of the 
American population as a whole. And more than three-
quarters of us voted for Democrats in the 2018 
elections.

If you’re going to claim to be a liberal, as most 
American Jews are, the most basic requirement for 
political liberalism is that you believe in basic civic 
equality, that all people living in a country should enjoy 
equal voting and political rights. In a territory in which 
Palestinians now outnumber Jews according to Israeli 
army statistics, the only way to preserve a Jewish 
voting majority is to create an independent Palestinian 
state in the West Bank. Otherwise, you have a choice 
between granting equal voting rights to Palestinians, 
meaning Israel no longer remains a state with a 
majority of Jewish voters, or denying them voting rights 
in perpetuity.

The Israeli government has made its choice clear: 
Netanyahu is explicitly on record saying Palestinians 
living in annexed settlement blocs will not get Israeli 
citizenship or voting rights. Jews living in annexed 
portions of the West Bank are automatically granted 
voting rights, while Palestinians are either denied 
voting rights or have to prove their loyalty to earn 
these rights.

There’s a reason why South African-born Israeli 
journalist Benjamin Pogrund, a personal friend of 

Nelson Mandela who wrote passionate articles against 
apartheid in the country of his birth before emigrating 
to Israel and defending his adopted home against 
charges of apartheid, recently concluded that 
annexation without automatic Palestinian citizenship 
rights “will be apartheid. And we will merit the charge.”

At some level, American Jewish establishment 
organizations know that. They know that after 
annexation, Israel will cease to be a liberal democracy 
in any meaningful sense. That’s why even the AJC, 
which has pledged to defend annexation, concedes it 
will exact a price borne “by the Palestinians 
themselves, their opportunities and movement 
perpetually restricted, consigned to citizenship of no 
land.”

Their commitment to defending Israel in the face of this 
injustice shows how great is the wedge between the 
majority of American Jews, an overwhelmingly liberal 
community which opposes annexation, and the 
organizations that claim to represent us.

The next time pro-Israel American Jewish organizations 
ask us to weigh their opinions in an election, as they did 
in the recent Eliot Engel-Jamaal Bowman election, they 
may find the same thing that they found last week: 
Most of us just aren’t listening to them any longer.

-

Joel Swanson is a contributing columnist for the 
Forward and a Ph.D. student at the University of 
Chicago, studying modern Jewish intellectual history 
and the philosophy of religions. Find him on Twitter 
@jh_swanson.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Forward.
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Is it so bad to get glam to get gas? Plus, a big decision 10

Embrace your inner runway

Dear Bintel,

I have to say, being a West Coast Woman (WCW), I 
was offended when The New York Times made fun of 
women in Beverly Hills who get dressed, with make-
up and jewelry, to fill their cars with gas.

Things are tough these days: most of us worry 
constantly; we miss going to our favorite brasseries 
to schmooze with elderly waiters and hot bartenders. 
Life is just different, so really if we want to show off a 
little at our fave gas station where you can get 
unleaded for as low as $2.69 a gallon, please do not 
tease us!

I wear the same clothes most days — it’s so easy, pull 
them off the chair and throw them on. If every now 
and then I add my Chan Lu multi-colored sea pearls, I 
do not think I should be made fun of. You would be 
surprised how my mood, my inspiration, and my 
motivation improves wearing such accoutrements.

Can you add some support to those of us West of the 
Rockies locked in our houses for three-plus months? 
Please.

Thanks,

— A WCW

Dear WCW,

As Fernando Lamas (portrayed by Billy Crystal) often 
declared, “It is better to look good than to feel good. 
And you look maaaaahvelous.”

WCW, don’t lose heart. If you rearrange the letters in 
the word RIDICULE, subtract “ridic”, add a J, an S, and 
all the vowels except I, you get JEALOUSY. Whichever 
reporter had the chutzpah to shame you was probably 

still bereft that fashion shows and festivals have been 
canceled all over the world, with no rescheduling dates 
in sight. But you, WCW, are neither canceled nor 
postponed. So pay no heed to these bullies and please 
bring on the bling!

Look, you know this trope from countless movies and 
TV shows: women who like to look nice must only care 
about their looks. They take an hour to get ready to go 
anywhere, to the endless annoyance of their long-
suffering beaus. Being feminine means being shallow. 
It’s such a pervasive idea that some schools of 
feminism even buy into it.

But, hopefully, you also know that this is utter crap, 
used to justify a lack of respect for women, as though 
blow dryers fry our brains and the only way to be smart 
is to be like a man. (And, of course, it’s a total catch-22, 
because if you don’t care about looking nice, you’ve “let 
yourself go.”) I like to think we’re moving on from this 
trope (starting with “Legally Blonde”), but we’ve still got 
a ways to go.

I’ll be honest, my idea of pandemic fashion is anything 
with pockets and a drawstring. But I have been known 
to apply lipstick and mascara for Zoom “dates” with 
friends and I have a floral-print mumu for special 
occasions. That’s not because I’m trying to impress the 
random passerby or the hedgehog in my backyard. It’s 
not because I don’t still care about my work, or about 
politics. It’s because it makes me feel sassy.

If you’re looking for more inspiration on your fashion 
journey, check out this new report on indoor shoe 
styles or type in “5 minute fashion” on YouTube and 
turn your old dish cloths into crop tops.

Bottom line: To all the anti-fashionistas out there, can 
it. Instead of telling us we’re shallow or slobs, invest in 
some leopard prints and love.

Is it so bad to get glam to get gas? 
Plus, a big decision
By Abby Sher

Life
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And to all the WCW’s, please make your mask the 
brightest accessory.

To snip or not to snip…

Dear Bintel,

Oy vey, my communities (Jewish + non) are so 
judgemental about circumcision that I feel like 
whatever we decide I will be harshly judged. What’s a 
modern Jew to do?

— MJ

Dear MJ,

Oy vey indeed. I remember so clearly being in your 
shoes — or really, flip flops, since my feet were too 
swollen to squeeze into anything else as I walked 
through the public park over and over again, weighing 
this decision.

I’d been to enough brises by then to know it didn’t 
sound like much fun for a new mom — the kugels, the 
wailing, the scalpel approaching as I lifted my newborn. 
But not entering my future son in the holy covenant felt 
like I would be flouting not only God but my family 
traditions. Both my parents died before I gave birth, 
and we never explicitly talked about circumcision, but it 
was definitely on my unspoken to-do list.

Until I started taking prenatal yoga classes. They were 
so luxurious and comforting. They filled me with hope 
and oxytocin and a deep belief in myself. There was 
also a fabulous book I read on my way home from 
classes, filled with self-affirming mantras and childbirth 
stories. And a harsh condemnation of circumcision. I’d 
never thought about the baby’s autonomy before; the 
comparison to genital mutilation. I had only thought of 
this ritual as my Jewish duty. This is your covenant, my 
mom’s ghost warned.

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP), the benefits of circumcision outweigh the risks. 
The Mayo Clinic adds, there are not that many risks for 
the uncircumcised, and that in the last four decades, 
the percentage of newborns being circumcised has 
decreased by six percentage points. (Side note: would 
not want to be the person collecting that data).

But Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism, told The New York Times that while 
there may have been “a time when all American baby 
boys were circumcised, of all religions,” now “it’s a 
choice, it’s a decision.”

There are certainly those who feel a boy cannot be 
Jewish without having this ceremony, and those who 
feel like, hey what about some body-centered ritual 
that covers all genders? Ultimately, MJ, it’s up to you.

And there’s the rub. This parenting thing starts even 
before your child makes its way out into the world. It’s 
terrifying to think that we can have this much control 
over another person’s body and mind. But it’s also the 
greatest gift to see this new being evolve.

In the end (or really, the beginning), my husband and I 
had our sons circumcised just after birth, by the 
midwife. No fanfare. No bagels and schmear. I wanted 
to uphold this sacred tradition, but I didn’t want to 
make a party out of it. Some of my relatives were 
disappointed; maybe even my late mom. There will 
always be people telling you what’s right and wrong 
and holy. But I feel confident I did what I needed to do 
for my family.

And as for my sons, they don’t remember the event at 
all.

-

Abby Sher is a writer living in Maplewood, N.J. Got a 
question? Submit your questions to 
bintel@forward.com.

Is it so bad to get glam to get gas? Plus, a big decision
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Is the ZOA’s pugilistic style getting meaningful pushback from progressives? 12

Mort Klein, head of the Zionist Organization of America, 
has long been one of American Jewry’s most 
pugnacious leaders. But lately, his attacks have been 
provoking more backlash.

After Klein challenged the Jewishness of HIAS, the 
century-old refugee resettlement group, its leaders 
filed an official complaint that could lead to his ouster 
from the Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations.

A month later, in May, 16 of the conference’s 51 
members signed an open letter condemning Klein after 
he excoriated Black Lives Matter on Twitter amid the 
national uprising against racism.

And now, ideological opponents have shown that Klein 
exaggerated the size of the coalition he led in the World 
Zionist Congress elections earlier this year, and that he 
is using the inflated number to overstate American 
support for Israeli annexation of the West Bank.

Klein, 73, has been leading the ZOA since the early 
1990s, using his position to put an American-Jewish 
stamp of approval on Israel’s most hawkish leaders and 
policies. Critics say he’s poisoning the communal 
conversation. His supporters say he is a crucial 
defender of Israel, and also that his critics should 
toughen up.

Klein’s opponents are using complicated bureaucratic 
mechanisms to try to contain him, but the principles at 
stake are big ones that determine how the most 
important Jewish groups work together — or don’t.

Klein’s extreme language could hurt the community’s 
ability to achieve its goals, said Rabbi Steve Gutow, a 
former chief executive of the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs, co-director of the Religious Leadership and 
Civic Engagement initiative at NYU’s Robert F. Wagner 
School of Public Service.

“You can’t really negotiate when you’re getting 
attacked,” Gutow said in an interview. “Once one 
person attacks, then the other does and soon 
everybody is yelling at each other and nobody’s getting 
to a goal of what we should be as a Jewish people.”

Klein could not be reached for comment, but Josh 
Katzen, executive director of CAMERA, the media 
watchdog group whose mission is to highlight bias of 
Israel, said the real problem is “speech codes” ” that 
impair the community’s ability to communicate more 
than anything Klein has said or done.

“This is all a part of cancel-culture,” said Katzen, who 
said he was speaking only for himself, not on behalf of 
CAMERA. ”Mort stands for questioning things that 
people don’t want to be questioned.” Katzen is also a 
founder of the Jewish News Syndicate, a wire service.

The latest skirmish over Klein is the most arcane: It’s 
over the legitimacy of sub-groups in a coalition for an 
election the majority of American Jews did not 
participate in — and some are not even aware of.

The election, which took place from January to March, 
was to the World Zionist Congress, which meets every 
five years and helps shape policy, select leaders and 
allocate funds at major organizations that support 
Israel, including the Jewish Agency for Israel and the 
Jewish National Fund. It was founded more than a 
century ago by Theodor Herzl to help create a modern 
Jewish state, and anybody who is over the age of 18 and 
self-identifies as a Zionist and a Jew can vote.

This year, the American Zionist Movement, which 
administers the elections in the United States, made a 
big push to promote the elections, and about 125,000 
people participated, more than double the number in 
the last election, in 2015. Klein’s slate, backed by what 
he said was a coalition of 27 groups — by far the biggest

Is the ZOA’s pugilistic style getting meaningful 
pushback from progressives?
By Helen Chernikoff

News
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on the ballot — came in fifth. That means he gets to 
select about 13 of the 152 delegates the United States 
will send to the Congress.

He made the size of his coalition a big selling point in 
his campaign: “The other best advertisement for our 
slate is the great partner organizations that joined 
together to form the ZOA Coalition slate. The ZOA 
Coalition includes 27 bipartisan, pro-Israel 
organizations,” he wrote in a January op-ed carried by 
the Jewish News Syndicate.

More recently, Klein has cited the size of the coalition 
as one piece of evidence backing up his claim that 
American Jews in general favor annexation, as in a 
recent Jerusalem Post op-ed, for example.

Yet the ZOA’s faction is artificially inflated with spurious 
groups, said an ideological opponent of the ZOA who 
researched their slate and shared the results on 
condition of anonymity. The Forward independently 
confirmed that seven member-groups of the ZOA’s 
coalition are not registered with the IRS as official non-
profit organizations: Torah from Sinai, the National 
Conference of Jewish Affairs, Aharai USA, U.S. Russian 
Jews Stand with Israel, Make Israel Great (MIG) Russian-
Jewish Coalition for a Strong Israel, ILEAD and Beit 
Juhuro Gorsky Kavkazi Center.

Using Google, the Forward tried to track down 
representatives for each of the seven groups. A person 
answered the phone at Beit Juhuro Gorsky Kavkazi
Center, a synagogue and community center in 
Brooklyn, but spoke only Russian.

Here is a summary of what we found for the others:

Torah from Sinai is a website that directs users to vote 
for the ZOA’s coalition but describes no other activities 
and has no contact information.

The National Conference of Jewish Affairs, also known 
as the Conference of Jewish Affairs, has a defunct 
website, and a message left at the listed phone number 
was not returned.

“Aharai USA” doesn’t exist as a registered American 
charity and does not have its own website, although an 
Israeli charity called “Aharai” does.

The ZOA’s slate also lists two groups that purport to 
represent Russian interests. In a statement issued in 
early January, Klein described one of them — “US 
Russian Jews Stand with Israel” — as a division of the 
ZOA itself. Another, Make Israel Great (MIG) Russian-
Jewish Coalition for a Strong Israel, cannot be found on 
the internet.

ILEAD is an Israel travel program that’s part of another 
organization, the Sephardic Community Alliance.

Other participants in the election, like the Reform 
Movement’s ARZA and the more right-leaning 
Americans4Israel also put together coalitions, but they 
are made up of official tax-exempt organizations.

That’s the norm, said Hadar Susskind, campaign 
director of Hatikvah, a progressive slate that came in 
seventh in the elections.

“I’ve never heard of groups that are not non-profits 
being a part of this process,” said Susskind, who is also 
the head of Americans for Peace Now.

Herbert Block, executive director of the American 
Zionist Movement, which ran the election, said the ZOA 
didn’t break any rules, because the nature of a “group” 
is not specifically defined.

The ZOA’s behavior has made it clear that new rules are 
needed, said Nomi Colton-Max, a founder of the 
progressive Zionist group Ameinu. She said she and her 
allies had planned to push the World Zionist Congress 
to craft such a definition at an October governance 
meeting in Jerusalem, but the Congress has postponed 
it due to the coronavirus pandemic.

She said the loose rules probably benefited Klein in the 
elections.

“Voters might have said, ‘They had 27 organizations. 
What a strong bloc!’” Colton-Max.

-

Helen Chernikoff is The Forward’s senior news editor. 
Contact her at chernikoff@forward.com or follower her 
on Twitter @thesimplechild

Is the ZOA’s pugilistic style getting meaningful pushback from progressives?



GET THE LATEST AT FORWARD.COM

14

“My secretaries stay a long time,” Carl Reiner said as he 
greeted me at the start of the job interview, “so I don’t 
know what I’m supposed to ask.”

Okay, I was plotzing to get the job. Though at 26 I’d 
worked in show business long enough to know that 
celebrities were often nothing like their public 
personae, from seeing him on talk shows, I’d felt sure 
he was the real deal, and I was right.

His office was unadorned. There were no Emmys 
reminding visitors that he’d created “The Dick Van Dyke 
Show,” no pictures of him with Mel Brooks, his partner 
in the hilarious “2,000-Year-Old Man” routines. Five 
years out of college, I’d had bosses who’d spoken to me 
only to say, “Don’t ever put me on the phone with a 
secretary,” and was desperate to work for a mentsh. I 
knew that was Carl even before he ended the interview 
by joking, “I have to interview some relatives, but you’ll 
hear from me soon.”

Two frantic days of fressing later, he called to say, 
“Welcome aboard.” I was immediately comfortable with 
him. We shared a love of Jewish culture, food and 
humor. My feeling for Yiddishkeit was rooted in my 
father having brought over performers from New York’s 
Second Avenue and producing shows in Winnipeg, 
where we lived when I was young. Menashe Skulnik, the 
only comic, was my favorite.

Carl was the next generation funny man — born in 
America, well-known and making a good living. In 1968, 
when I started working for him, comedy was seriously 
Jewish, whether performers or writers. Instead of 
paying to sit in an audience and laugh, I was being paid 
while in an office filled with hilarious men. If Carl used 
his fame, it wasn’t to get a table in a restaurant, but to 
support left wing candidates and civil rights.

I knew I’d love Carl’s anecdotes, but he also enjoyed 
mine, coaxing me to repeat his favorite, about our 

having had only a Jewish newspaper in the house. If I 
wanted to know what was on television, my mother 
would read off, “Vie Die Velt Dreht” (“As the World 
Turns”), “Shadchen Shpiel” (“The Dating Game”) and 
“Farlostzach af Beaver” (“Leave it to Beaver”). One 
morning he came into the office, eager to tell me, 
“There’s no one on the street in Beverly Hills at eight in 
the morning so I opened the front door and went out to 
pick up the paper. ‘Look to your right and you’ll see Carl 
Reiner’, I heard someone say,” he laughed. “Everyone 
on the tour bus was staring at me in my pajamas.”

That kind of embarrassing incident might have turned 
up in a script as he drew on life for stories. Another was 
when he mistakenly went to his Bronx high school a 
day before he was scheduled to speak there. He called 
the office, whispering, “I’m trying to sneak out of here 
before anyone sees me.” From Carl, I came to 
understand that foibles and flaws are what make us 
unique.

A feminist long before the word became popular, In the 
early 60’s, when he created “The Dick Van Dyke Show,” 
he had the actress Rose Marie play a comedy writer 
though it would have been almost impossible to find a 
woman in the field. Carl was unique, probably the only 
star who directed movies, won 12 Emmys and made 
kasha varnishkes. The previous sentence is an example 
of something I learned from him – that the formula for 
constructing a joke is to combine three things with the 
last being a surprise.

I’d adored Carl’s wife Estelle and his three kids, and felt 
more like family than an employee. His daughter Annie 
and I have remained best friends. I imagined I’d work 
for him forever, but the Women’s Movement came 
along, insisting we were entitled to the same jobs as 
men. Flailing around in search of an emergency career, 
one night while watching television with a girlfriend, I 
blurted out, “Maybe we can write a script?” I knew the

Why Carl Reiner was the dreamiest boss I 
ever had
By Sybil Adelman Sage

Culture
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format and in the five and a half years I’d worked for 
Carl, I’d learned that interesting characters and stories 
were the starting point with jokes coming later. I’d 
heard Carl encourage writers to draw on their own 
lives. I also saw that you had to risk failing in order to 
pursue success.

In 1973 comedy was written by guys named Arnie, 
Bernie and Mel, making it ludicrous for two girls to try 
to break into the field. “We have nothing to lose,” I 
pointed out to my girlfriend and she agreed to try. Carl 
read our script and shocked us by asking us to write an 
episode of “The New Dick Van Dyke Show,” the series 
he was producing. That went way beyond my loftiest 
expectation.

That night Carl’s son Rob was having a party. When he 
opened the door, I jumped up and down, telling him, 
“I’m a writer!” Looking past him at the others, I said, “I 
feel foolish. Everyone here is a writer.”

“Jump,” Rob said. “You won’t always feel like it.”

His prediction came true all too soon, when I overheard 
Carl on the phone telling Hope Lange, who played 
Dick’s wife, “Sybil and her friend are doing a script. If it’s 
not good, I’ll fix it.” That added to my fear of 
disappointing him. Anxious and lacking confidence, we 
worked nights and weekends. Sitcom writers were told 
to “write Yiddish, cast British.” It referred to the 
cadence of the jokes, not that Dick Van Dyke should 
say, “Oy gevalt” or eat tsimmes. After reading our final 
draft, Carl handed it back to me and said, “Make copies 
and distribute them to the cast.”

“Aren’t you going to rewrite it?” I asked. He’d done that 
with every other script.

“It’s fine,” he answered, astonishing me. This couldn’t 
really be happening.

Being at the table reading, where the actors first say 
the dialogue was exciting, as was watching them 
rehearse. I was pumped by Dick telling me backstage, 
“This is the best episode we’ve done.” But nothing 
compared to the thrill of hearing the studio audience 
react at the taping. This was the Bat Mitzvah I’d never 
had, an initiation into adulthood, and my parents, 
kvelling in the bleachers, didn’t have to pay for it. The 

applause at the end went on so long, I thought I was 
hallucinating until I realized the place was filled with my 
friends and family.

I was reluctant to leave the boss I adored and didn’t 
until my writing partner and I were being flown to New 
York – our first time in first class — to New York to see 
Jane Alexander, the actress whose series we’d been 
hired to create. Carl and I remained friends for over 50 
years. Shortly before his 97th birthday, I was in LA. 
Though his hearing aid was on the fritz and he could 
barely make out was I was saying, I shouted at him, “I 
don’t know what my life would have been without you.” 
He could have charged tuition for the education I got 
from him, which made it possible for me to become a 
TV writer and be included in the 2006 book by Barbara 
Love, “Feminists Who Changed America, 1963-1975.”

It’s hard to accept that the man who made such a 
dramatic – and comedic – impact on my life is gone. I’m 
wondering if I’ll still have my favorite recurring dream, 
where I pick up the phone and say, “Carl Reiner’s 
office.”

-

Sybil Adelman Sage has worked as a writer for “The 
New Dick Van Dyke Show” and “Northern Exposure,” 
among other television shows.
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The Shabbat before the Fourth of July. Any other year, I 
would be sitting on my parent’s back porch. I’d be 
drinking a gin and tonic and watching the kids play 
while the smell of grilled corn and steak filled the crisp 
New England air.

My family has always loved the Fourth of July, which is 
also my parent’s wedding anniversary. It always feels 
like a celebration not just of America, but of all our 
family has achieved since becoming American 
generations ago. This is true for many American Jews 
who found a safe harbor in America after centuries of 
oppression.

This Fourth of July feels different. There is precious little 
to celebrate. It isn’t safe to gather together.

130,000 Americans are dead. Approximately 40,000 
Americans are infected with Coronavirus every day, and 
NIH Director Dr. Anthony Fauci warns we may soon see 
100,000 new infections daily.

We are a nation at war with an invisible and deadly foe. 
President Trump has failed to lead our nation in the 
fight against Coronavirus, and that failure of leadership 
has trickled down into our local communities with 
cruelty and irresponsibility on full display.

Our president traffics in disunity and discord for 
political gain and therefore was uniquely ill-equipped to 
handle this type of national crisis. This moment called 
for the ability to bring this country together, and 
President Trump has never had any interest in that. 
This should have been a moment of bipartisan 
American leadership, from local school closings to 
global cooperation, and this administration has failed 
us at every stage on a monumental scale and continues 
to fail us every day. This should have been a moment 
that showed our ability to come together as a nation, 
instead, it demonstrated how weak we have become 

under this President. We are a nation that is deeply lost.

It would be too easy, too convenient, to blame all of our 
nation’s ills on President Trump. We have always been 
a nation capable of unspeakable cruelty, with a racist 
history many of us would gladly paper over with a hot 
dog and a flag. The heroes of the Fourth of July, our 
founding fathers, were by and large slave owners. It is a 
mistake to believe that President Trump is uniquely 
cruel in American history. Our country has always been 
capable of evil.

We saw the face of cruelty stare back at us, his knees 
on George Floyd’s neck. We saw how little we have 
changed when we watched Ahmad Aubrey lynched, 
with his murderers proudly recording the interaction for 
the world to see.

There are so many voices asking you to hear their 
stories of injustice in America. Do not lie to yourself, 
when we look at American cruelty, we are looking at 
ourselves, our history, and at the systemic racism that 
benefits some of us and swallows others whole.

Why even celebrate the Fourth of July at all? I celebrate 
who we could be. I celebrate the fight for an America 
that lives its stated values. I celebrate the protesters 
fighting for black lives, doctors on the front lines, 
organizers who won’t sleep until November, the 
Congressional aide with seven roommates who came 
to Washington to make change.

I celebrate the family that just arrived on our shores, 
and is dreaming of what being American can mean, and 
I remember that my family, like most Jewish families, 
came here as refugees looking for the American dream.

Rabbi Nachman writes that we must never despair, that 
we are forbidden to give up hope. This defines my 
relationship with my Americanness. I am angry, I am

I want peach hand pies and a better America for 
this 4th of July | #TweetYourShabbat
By Carly Pildis
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heartbroken, I am refusing to believe that this is the 
endpoint of the great American experiment. 

I am celebrating those who give me hope this 4th of 
July, that we can still be the America our flawed 
founding fathers wrote about. That we can still form a 
more perfect union.

Shabbat is a time for hope. A time to rest and prepare 
for the big fights to come. Shabbat is a time to 
remember who we are and the world we are fighting 
for. Shabbat is a time to spend with those who inspire 
us to fight for a better world - our children.

So with a heavy heart, and eye towards the future, I am 
getting ready to celebrate Shabbat and with it the 4th 
of July. No need for slab pies this year. No big family 
gathering. Hand pies for just the three of us. Peach 
enveloped in warm spices and vanilla. A bite of 
sweetness in this bitter time and a brief rest in the fight 
for a better America.

Peach Handpies for the 4th of July Shabbat

This is an easy recipe, a ringer for a busy and 
exhausting week. You  can save showing off your 
baking from scratch skills for tomorrow.  I use store-
bought puff pastry, a nice short cut for a busy summer 
when camp is canceled and marauding kids roam our 
homes in search of snacks and mischief. This vanilla 
and spice heavy sweet peachy crunchy goodness will 

hopefully ease the pain of having a smaller 4th of July 
celebration.

2 sheets thawed puff pastry

4 cups fresh or frozen yellow peaches sliced thin and 
peeled

4 tablespoons dark brown sugar

3 white tablespoons white sugar

2 teaspoons vanilla

A dash of nutmeg

A tablespoon cinnamon (I like it warm and spice 
assertive. If that’s not your jam, cut back)

½ cup peach nectar

Dump peaches, both sugars, vanilla, and peach nectar 
into a small pot. Bring to a boil, stirring regularly. Turn 
to low and cook until the nectar is reduced, thick and 
brown and the peaches are fully cooked and soft. Turn 
off to cool.

Take your puff pastry sheets and gently unfold onto a 
clean and oiled surface. I like to use an oversized wood 
cutting board. Take a roller and give them a few good 
rolls to widen and flatten.

Don’t overdo it, you’re just flattening them a bit. Cut 
lengthwise into three long rectangles. Spoon two 
heaping tablespoons of cooked peaches in juices onto 
the right side of your rectangle. Line the puff pastry 
with water using a clean finger or thin pastry brush. 
Fold over and crimp closed with a fork. Repeat with two 
sheets of puff pastry, each making 3 hand pies per each 
sheet of pastry for 6 total.

Place hand pies onto parchment paper-lined cookie 
sheet. Stick in the freezer, just for 10 minutes so the 
puff pastry is good and cold when you bake it. While 
the pies chill you should steal a few moments to chill 
out yourself! Take that 10 minutes to just have a drink 
and relax. Have a little self-care during this stressful 
and frightening time.

Preheat the oven to 350. Grab the hand pies from the 
freezer and place it in the oven. Pretend to clean up 
while actually rewatching Cheers for 25 to 30 minutes, 
until the pastry is fluffy and golden brown. Eat one in 
the kitchen and claim the recipe only made 5. Warm, 
peachy, spiced vanilla deliciousness. You can make 
ahead and pop in the oven before Shabbat.

Image by Carly Pildis

I want peach hand pies and a better America for this 4th of July | #TweetYourShabbat
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Antone Melton-Meaux, Ilhan Omar’s challenger, calls her a ‘divider’ 18

Early in her brief tenure as a member of Congress, Rep. 
Ilhan Omar of Minnesota received some advice on how 
not to sound like an anti-Semite. Local Jewish leaders 
met with the Democrat to provide a crash course in 
what’s so offensive about suggesting that for Jews “it’s 
all about the Benjamins” or that Jewish-American 
advocates have an “allegiance to a foreign country.”

Omar apologized and has, since then, largely avoided 
muttering or tweeting any alarming tropes about Jews 
or Israel. But a few months later, despite promising 
during a synagogue appearance in 2018 to oppose the 
boycott, disinvestment and sanctions policy aimed at 
crippling Israel’s economy, Omar was one of just 17 
members of Congress to vote not to condemn BDS.

All of this propelled Antone Melton-Meaux, a 47-year-
old Lutheran with a master’s degree in the study of the 
Hebrew Bible and ties to the Minneapolis area’s Jewish 
community, to abandon his previous support for Omar 
and launch his bid to unseat her in the Aug. 11 
Democratic primary. The district is among the most 
Democratic in the nation, so winning the primary is 
tantamount to winning the seat.

“I’ve been sorely saddened and disappointed by the 
words and the rhetoric of Congresswoman Omar,” 
Melton-Meaux said in a Zoom interview. “Her tropes, 
which have been well-documented now, were hurtful to 
the Jewish community and I know this because I’ve 
spoken with them. There’s still a deep sense of betrayal 
and frustration with the use of those words and the 
sentiments. We don’t have the time for someone to be 
in this role whose principal vision towards Jewish 
community, Israel and many others, is that of a 
division.”

To be sure, Melton-Meaux has a significant uphill battle 
against Omar, who along with Rep. Rashida Tlaib of 
Detroit was one of the first two Muslim women elected 

to Congress and is among the most famous House 
members. She’s raised more than $3.3 million and had 
$1.3 million on hand as of April. Melton-Meaux raised 
$470,000 and had about $199,000 left in the same 
period.

“I’m not saying he can’t win, because we have seen 
candidates who have been able to do that, but I would 
say he doesn’t have a dynamic, visible campaign of 
shaking things up,” said Larry Jacobs, political science 
professor at University of Minnesota. “His candidacy is 
practically invisible. Ilhan Omar already has the name 
recognition, she already has a bloc of voters, she has a 
campaign structure and is able to mobilize her 
supporters. He has none of those things.”

Yet the political newcomer’s decidedly calmer and less 
confrontational tone has earned him important 
endorsements from a wide range of African-American 
and Jewish figures in a sprawling Minneapolis-area 
district, the same one where 46-year-old George Floyd 
died at the hands of police in May. Both Omar and 
Melton-Meaux are black.

“Antone is a very impressive person who will work hard 
and won’t be involved in so much controversy,” said 
longtime Minnesota State Sen. Richard Cohen, who is 
Jewish. “Ilhan Omar likes speaking around the country. 
It’s my understanding that she’s not engaged with the 
district. You hear any number of complaints from folks 
in the 5th District that they don’t get the kind of 
attention they deserve.”

Indeed, the rap on Omar, beyond her controversial 
remarks and disagreements with her foreign policy 
views, is that she seems more interested in indulging 
her considerable fame than serving her constituents. 
She skipped 42 of 820 roll call votes in Congress in her 
18 months in office, a 5.1 percent absentee rate that is 
more than twice the average for a House member.
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“For that to be more than double is concerning to me 
and many members of the district,” said Rabbi Avi
Olitzky of Beth El Synagogue, a Conservative 
synagogue in the district. “There is a significant amount 
of disappointment in members of the district feeling 
that they have not been heard, they have not been 
responded to and they have not been dialogued with.”

Omar campaign spokesman Jeremy Slevin rejected that 
critique, noting that the congresswoman has held more 
than 30 town hall events during her tenure and, “leads 
the entire Minnesota delegation in amendments passed 
in the House, and in total number of bills and 
amendments introduced.” Among those, Slevin said, 
are measures to ensure students receive meals while 
out of school because of the pandemic and to enhance 
transparency around lobbyists who work for foreign 
governments.

Still, Melton-Meaux, a professional conflict mediator, 
sees that as an opening. His crossover appeal is to the 
district’s small but politically active Jewish community, 
as well as its substantial black population.

He’s the descendant of slaves whose owner 
emancipated them and gave them land on his Kentucky 
farm upon his death in 1828. His forefathers took the 
slaveowner’s last name.

Melton-Meaux’s father integrated the high school built 
on the former plantation property and became the first 
black man to earn an electrical engineering degree at 
the University of Kentucky.

Melton-Meaux earned a law degree at the University of 
Virginia before heading to New York to pursue a 
master’s at Union Theological Seminary in 2005. His 
focus at the seminary was the Hebrew Bible, which he 
learned to translate into English. He used that skill to 
teach the language in Harlem at the Abyssinian Baptist 
Church while also serving as a chaplain at New York’s 
New Jewish Home and Hospital. He practiced 
employment law in Washington D.C. until 2008, when 
he and his wife, a colorectal surgeon, moved to 
Minnesota for her job.

“I read the entire Bible as a young boy from Genesis to 
Revelations, and I found myself always coming back 

mostly to the Old Testament,” he said. “There’s 
something about the richness of the narrative and the 
stories about the struggle that people went through, 
the Exodus from the hands of Pharaoh and being 
delivered to a promised land. Those are very powerful 
narratives. And I think they resonate actually quite 
strongly with the African-American community and our 
struggle through slavery and Jim Crow and 
Reconstruction and the Civil Rights movement and 
perhaps even now to George Floyd.”

Steve Hunegs, executive director of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council of Minnesota and the 
Dakotas, is pleased that Melton-Meaux opposes BDS 
and regards Israel as a key ally – and appreciates his 
interest in the faith.

“He has genuinely impressed people with the depth of 
his understanding of Judaism and the connections 
between Judaism and Christianity,” Hunegs said. “The 
touchstones of his life, his family story and his 
philosophy are compelling.”

The twin crises of the coronavirus pandemic and Black 
Lives Matter demonstrations have complicated the 
campaign in different ways. COVID-19 forced most 
normal campaign activities to stop, depriving the 
challenger of the sort of face-to-face efforts that build 
name identification and support.

But since May 25 when Floyd was killed and the video 
of that incident ignited racial unrest across the nation, 
Melton-Meaux has tried to place himself at the 
forefront of local BLM protests and to draw that as a 
negative comparison to Omar.

“I’ve not seen her at any of the protests that I’ve been a 
part of, and I’ve been out on the streets since Day One 
making sure that people not just see me but have a 
chance to talk and hear how they’re feeling, especially 
when the murder just occurred,” he said. “I can’t speak 
for the Congresswoman, but I’m going to remain 
vigilant being on the streets and talking to the people 
and making sure that we are working together for the 
systemic change that has to be.”

Slevin said Omar has, in fact, been a prominent 
presence at BLM marches and events.
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“Amidst threats on her life, a pandemic, the George 
Floyd murder, and even the death of her own father, 
she has been out nearly every night protesting with her 
fellow Minnesotans,” Slevin said. Referring to an 
opinion piece in the Star Tribune that Melton-Meaux 
wrote in 2015 critiquing some aspects of BLM, Slevin
said, “Corporate donors are going to extreme lengths to 
support candidates who oppose and now conveniently 
support the Black Lives Matter movement in an effort 
to smear, discredit and quash a multi-racial grassroots 
movement. They failed this week and they will fail 
again.”

Still, Omar already had some challenges within the 
black before the George Floyd crisis hit. Former local 
NAACP president Nekima Levy Armstrong endorsed 
Melton-Meaux in April over Omar, writing about her 
disappointment with Omar in a Star-Tribune column.

“I have waited in vain for Rep. Ilhan Omar to rise to the 
occasion of prioritizing the needs of the Fifth 
Congressional District above many of her distractions,” 
she wrote. “I see every day the lingering effects of 
benign neglect upon our community as well as a desire 
for real change and access to opportunity.”

Jacobs pointed to the Armstrong endorsement to 
suggest Omar is “facing more opposition of a serious 

nature than I ever would have predicted,” even as he 
finds Melton-Meaux’s campaign ineffective. The 
disaffection of black voters and the intense anger 
among Jewish constituents do not bode well for Omar, 
he said.

“Candidate Omar made a concerted effort to reassure 
the Jewish community that she would be supportive of 
Israel, that she would be a friend of Jews, but once she 
was elected, we had the series of comments that were 
interpreted as anti-Semitic and hostile to Israel and 
that shock to the Jewish community in Minnesota lit a 
flame that I haven’t seen frankly in my 30-plus years 
here,” he said. “Does it mean Ilhan Omar is going to 
lose? No. But she has a real battle on her hand, and I 
would have thought she would be coasting to re-
election.”

There has been no polling published thus far assessing 
the race, but Melton-Meaux claims his data indicates he 
is “on track.”

“Our polling has told us that our message is spot on 
and has been from day one and we have a path 
towards victory, and we’re going to execute on that,” 
he said. “The congresswoman has shown herself to be 
a divider. I am a uniter.”
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