
 

July 26, 2018 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Seema Verma 
Administrator 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard 
Balitmore, MD 21244 
 
Dear Administrator Verma: 
 

The Health Care Transformation Task Force, an industry consortium of patients, providers, 

payers and purchasers, is committed to accelerating the pace of transformation to value-based payment 

and care delivery.  The Task Force fully supports Secretary Azar’s goal of advancing value-based 

transformation and innovation.  As a multi-stakeholder, private sector champion of value, the Task Force 

stands ready to assist the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) in any way we can.   

Last week, the Task Force’s Board of Directors met in Chicago. While appreciative of the 

Secretary’s value-based transformation goal, our members expressed great concern about the status of 

the Medicare Shared Savings Program (MSSP) Accountable Care Organization (ACO) program.  

The solicitation of ACOs for 2019 is not yet available and is lagging well behind the timelines 

associated with past program cycles. For the last four years, ACO applications for the next year were due 

at the end of July. However, as July 2018 comes to a close, CMS has yet to issue an application or even 

confirm that there will be an application period for 2019. Given the growth and momentum of the MSSP 

program, this limbo is causing great concern and consternation.   

Even if eventually there is a solicitation for 2019 applications, the ongoing delay is likely to 

impact the volume of new ACO participants for 2019 as well as the number of 2016 ACOs that may 

choose to renew for another contract period. Both possibilities have the effect of constraining rather 

than advancing value-based transformation running counter to the Secretary’s stated value-based 

transformation goals.   

Notably, a proposed rule (i.e., Medicare Shared Savings Program; Accountable Care 

Organizations (CMS-1701-P)) has been pending at OMB since early May 2018. This extended, unresolved 

review period leads to speculation that there is disagreement among policymakers about how best to 

proceed with changes to the MSSP program, and that delivery of the 2019 participation solicitation may 

be tied to this rulemaking. To achieve the successful implementation of MACRA and Secretary Azar’s 

value transformation goals, it is crucial to open MSSP ACO options for new participants and renewals in 

2019. If necessary, we urge CMS to consider proceeding with the 2019 application period without 

issuing the proposed regulation and maintaining the program’s status quo for 2019 in lieu of further 

delays.  

 



We stand ready to assist in any way we can, and our leaders are available to meet with you to 

further discuss these concerns.  I can be reached at 202.774.1415 or jeff.micklos@hcttf.org.  

Sincerely, 

Jeff Micklos 

Jeffrey G. Micklos     

  
cc: Jeet Guram 

Demetrious Kouzoukas  
John Pilotte 
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