
 

 

DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Minutes 

 
 
 
Date: June 20, 2019 
Meeting time: 4:30 p.m.  
Location: Decatur Public Library Board Room 

 
Present:  Mark Sorensen   Staff: City Librarian Rick Meyer  
John Phillips    Robert Edwards, Asst. City Librarian 
Donna Williams  
Louise Greene 
Samantha Carroll 
Michael Sexton 
 
Absent: Amy Stockwell, Dr. Ngozi Onuora, Gregg Zientara 
 
 
 
 
Guests:  
 

 
Call to Order: 
Mr. Sorensen called the meeting to order at 4:33 pm.  
 
Agenda  
Motion to approve the agenda by Mr. Sexton, seconded by Mrs. Carroll, unanimously approved. 
 
Minutes 
Motion to approve the minutes by Mr. Sexton, seconded by Mrs. Carroll, unanimously approved 

Board Members 
President: 
Mark Sorensen 
Members: 
John Phillips 
Donna Williams 
Amy Stockwell 
Samantha Carroll 
Gregg Zientara 
Michael Sexton 
Dr. Ngozi Onuora 
Louise Greene 
 
 



 
 
 
Public Comments from the Public 
Mark Girdler-Commented on his displeasure with library administration’s responses, staff behavior and 
programing selections. He said his life had been threatened by a staff member on library property. Mr. 
Girdler handed out papers to the board. Mr. Sorensen asked Mr. Girdler what he was handing out. Mr. 
Girdler said he was handing out copies of communications by library staff that he considered offensive 
and discriminatory.  

Steven Luker-Commented on his experiences with staff. He said he thought he had been treated unfairly 
by staff. He said he felt some of the comments had caused him hardship 
 
City Librarian’s Report 
Mr. Meyer gave an overview of the circulation statistics. He gave a breakdown of materials checked out. 
He also reported on the operations of the library from the various departments. 

FOIA Request 
Mr. Meyer said that there had been more FOIA requests coming in. 
 
Reports of committees 
 
Personnel, Policy & Public Relations Committee  
Management Pay Scale 
Mr. Meyer presented a proposal from HR Source to evaluate 10 positions. Motion by Mrs. Williams to 
recommend to the full board the proposal to engage consultants from HR Source to review 10 positions 
for the amount in the proposal, seconded by Mrs. Carroll, unanimously approved 
 
FOIA Requests 
Mr. Meyer announced that the library had received more FOIA requests coming in. There was discussion 
about the FOIA. 
 
Bylaws 
Mr. Sorensen explained the changes that had been made to the initial bylaws document. He said the 
document that was in front of them had the modifications. Motion to approve the modifications 
suggested for the bylaws and recommend to the full board by Mr. Phillips, seconded by Mr. Sexton, 
unanimously approved 
Friends of the Library 
Mrs. Carroll gave an overview of the Friends meeting. She said the Friends approved $600.00 for the 
summer reading program prizes and $1,000 for PawPrint Ministries. She said that 28 people had 
attended the Books Between Bites program, the Second Saturday Booksale had made $749.00 and the 
Friends had also approved a fund raiser. 
 
 



Foundation 
No meeting 
 
Illinois Heartland Library System (IHLS) 
Mr. Meyer announced that he was no longer the Chair for the SHARE Executive Council, but he was still 
on the council. 

Financial and Properties 
No quorum 
 
Check Register 
Motion to approve the check register by Mr. Phillips, seconded by Mrs. Carroll, unanimously approved 

Old and New Business  
Parking Lot 
Mr. Sorensen said he didn’t have any updates to share. He knew that bids had gone out, but he hadn’t 
heard anything from the City.  

HVAC 
Mr. Meyer reported that the City is investigating combining the library HVAC needs with another project 
that they are working on. Mr. Sorensen said he had heard that there was a plan to combine the projects 
and possibly lower the costs.  

Space Planning 
Mr. Meyer said he, Amy Stockwell and Wegi Stewart were meeting to create a case statement to take to 
potential donors. 
 
Property Taxes 
Mr. Meyer reported that the library hasn’t received its installment of property taxes. He said Mr. 
Zientara had informed the Board at the last meeting that the tax bills were sent out late.  
 
Budget 
Mr. Meyer said that he was doing some budget planning and had meet with the division heads to 
discuss departmental budgets. No action taken 
 
Budget 2019 
Mr. Meyer discussed the last lines on the budget. He discussed past expenditures and the current state 
of the budget projection. No action taken 
 
Election of Officers 
Mr. Sorensen announced that he and Mr. Phillips would be leaving the board as their terms expired. He 
said that the board would probably want to have discussions about the placement of officers at their 
next meeting. Mr. Phillips gave a short history of their tenure as board members. He complimented Mr. 
Meyer and the staff. Mr. Sorensen said he appreciated the opportunity and thanked the staff and Mr. 
Edwards who had been there throughout their tenure.  
 



Serving Our Public: Standards for Illinois Public Libraries  
No Item 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Sexton at 5:25 p.m., seconded by Mrs. Carroll, unanimously approved 
 
Robert L. Edwards 
Assistant City Librarian 
 
 

Approved 7/18/2019 
 
 


