
 

 

DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Minutes 

 
 
 
Date: February 21, 2019 
Meeting time: 4:32 p.m.  
Location: Decatur Public Library Board Room 
 

Present:  Mark Sorensen Staff: City Librarian Rick Meyer  
John Phillips    Robert Edwards, Asst. City Librarian 
Donna Williams  
Dr. Ngozi Onuora  
Amy Stockwell 
Louise Greene 
Samantha Carroll 
 
Absent: Michael Sexton, Gregg Zientara 
 
Guests:  
 
 
 
 

 
Call to order – Mark Sorensen 
Mr. Sorensen called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.  
 
Agenda  
Motion to approve the agenda with the additions of withdrawing the older periodicals for the 
Friends and discussing recent changes to the movie program by Ms. Stockwell, seconded by Mr. 
Phillips, unanimously approved 
 
 
 

Board Members 
President: 
Mark Sorensen 
Members: 
John Phillips 
Donna Williams 
Amy Stockwell 
Samantha Carroll 
Gregg Zientara 
Michael Sexton 
Dr. Ngozi Onuora 
Louise Greene 
 
 



Minutes 
Motion to approve the minutes by Mrs. Williams, second by Mr. Phillips, unanimously approved 
 
Communications from the Public 
Mr. Meyer reported that there had been a challenge to one of the movies scheduled to be shown 
at the library’s movie program. He said the movie, Showgirls had received challenges from a 
patron because they thought some of the content in the movie offensive. He said, currently the 
library does not have a policy on challenges made by patrons to library programs. In response to 
the challenge and to further investigate, he had appointed an ad hoc committee of in-house 
librarians to review the challenge and movies. He said they came back with the unanimous 
decision of pulling Showgirls and not showing it. He said there was some objections to the 
movie’s content and its fit for the library. He said later there were challenges to other movies to 
be shown. Mr. Meyer said the volunteer had put the film series together without presenting full 
disclosure to staff. Mr. Meyer spoke about some of the communications from the public, giving 
his thoughts about the film series, the series of emails and social media conversations. He said 
additional issues had surfaced between staff and the volunteer. He said the volunteer had become 
unruly, used profanity and had been asked to leave the library. 
Mr. Meyer said he decided that he would suspend the movie series program for a while. 
Stockwell stated that it makes sense to have a policy to deal with such matters. Mr. Sorensen 
discussed what a board should and should not be involved in, in regard to operational matters 
concerning the library. Mr. Sorensen talked about the importance of community perspective in 
regard to some of the marketing done for the film series and how it could be perceived as 
negative by City Council. Mr. Phillips said he didn’t want them to create a process that would 
make it acceptable for individuals to remove specific films just because they found them 
disagreeable or disagreed with them. He used films on diversity, such as may be films about Dr. 
Martin Luther King speeches as an example. He said he didn’t want someone to use a policy 
created by the board to remove such films. There was a question about repercussions of the films 
picked by volunteer film critic if they were to be shown. There was discussion about 
consequences and Mr. Meyer’s decision. Mr. Meyer said he had considered the volunteer film 
curator’s conflict with staff and the use of profanity in his temporary ban and suspension of the 
programming. Mr. Sorensen stated that the volunteer had essentially created a situation that 
would have normally gotten him banned. 
 
City Librarian’s report –Rick Meyer  
Mr. Sorensen said the City Librarian’s written report would come later. He asked Mr. Meyer to 
give a verbal overview of the February 2019 report. Mr. Meyer discussed changes in the 
circulation numbers. He said that statistics show that the circulation numbers were slightly down 
in February 2019. He said the inclement weather had caused the library to be closed for a couple 
days. He noted that if the average daily circulation were added to the days that the library was 
closed, last month’s circulation would be higher than the 2018 February circulation. He added 
that registrations were still up. Mr. Meyer reported that he and Mr. Sorensen had given library 
tours to many of the mayoral and city council candidates. He reported that Senator Andy Manar 
had also recently visited and received a tour of the library. 
 
Reports of committees 

Personnel, Policy & Public Relations Committee- Mark Sorensen 



no meeting 
 
Friends of the Library—Samantha Carroll            
Mrs. Carroll reported that the Friends of the Library had met. She reported that the friends had 
approved $1200 for the Pawprint Ministries, $2994 for Children Summer Reading Program, 
$240 for the Nature program, $5000 for Project Read computers and the 
Friends of the library had made $1500 in the second Saturday book sale 
. 
Foundation—Mark Sorensen            

No meeting 

Illinois Heartland Library System (IHLS) 
No meeting 
 
Finance and Properties Committee–John Phillips  
Check register 
Mr. Phillips asked the board members to review the check register. Motion to approve the check 
register by Mr. Phillips, seconded by Mrs. Carroll, unanimously approved 
 
Budget 
Mr. Meyer discussed the budget and tax disbursements. He reported that the library received 
their final installment of taxes in January 2019 instead of December 2018. He said he would like 
to place some funds in the capital reserve fund. He said he planned to speak with Mr. Zientara 
about the transfer. There was discussion about library spending and rollover. Mr. Meyer stated 
that unless there were objections, he would request a transfer the funds not to exceed $280,000 to 
be placed in the reserve fund from budget. There were no objections voiced by the board. Mr. 
Meyer discussed some of the spending on the check register. He said he had added reserve funds 
and capital funds to his forecast spreadsheet. There was discussion about the spreadsheet and the 
various changes made to it over period of time. 
 
Parking Lot/Annex  
Mr. Sorensen said he and Mr. Meyer had met with Wendy Morthland and Mayor Julie Wolfe. 
They provided a tour of the library. He said they discussed various library plans, including the 
parking lot. He said Mr. Zientara stated the amount suggested by the City for the library parking 
lot remodeling was cost more of a placeholder that the city had put in for spending. He said Mr. 
Zientara said that he would be more comfortable spending 1.2 million or less on the project. Mr. 
Sorensen stated that they could endorse the current plan and asked City Council to move on it. 
Motion by Mr. Phillips to present a resolution to City Council to move forward, seconded by 
Mrs. Greene, unanimously approved. Ms. Stockwell stated that while she was in support of the 
resolution, she wanted it on record that if changes are made, she is in favor of less parking and 
more green space.  
Mr. Phillips discussed the importance of considering community perception about the concepts 
for the parking lot. There was discussion about the expense, options and possible consequences 
of spending money for the project. Motion to approve the resolution was unanimous, with the 
exception of the two absent members, Michael Sexton, Gregg Zientara. 
 



 
Space Plan 
Mr. Phillips talked about the presentation by Product, Architecture + Design. He said he thought 
the committee would like to see just two options come to them and make comments on those. He 
said the Product, Architecture + Design group could come back later and talk more about those. 
He said a couple of the members wanted to explore what the financed amount would. He talked 
about the possible of difficulties with the space planning project following the parking lot 
project, especially with the estimated cost of the space plan. He discussed bonds and fundraising. 
There was discussion. Mr. Sorensen and Ms. Stockwell discussed the concepts for review. Ms. 
Stockwell said she thought considering funding at this point was premature.                                         
 
Website Update 
Mr. Meyers said Mr. Edwards is working directly with Jones and Thomas to assist them in 
getting the information they needed for the website to go live. He said that he was looking to 
have a go live date within a week. 
 
Other 
Mr. Meyer discussed the withdrawal strategy for the old magazines in the storage area. He said 
he had been working with Friends member Dick Virgin on the project. He spoke about his 
conversations with Prairie Archives representative, John Paul. Mrs. Greene asked if there was 
anything of historic value in the collection. Mr. Sorensen said that some of the things that he had 
considered valuable at one period of time he could now find online. There was discussion about 
the printed materials and their availability online. 
 
Mr. Phillips gave praise for Readiculous Junior. Mr. Meyer said they were nominated as one of 
the best children’s entertainment groups in Decatur.  
 
SERVING OUR PUBLIC: STANDARDS FOR ILLINOIS PUBLIC LIBRARIES Chapter 
5: Technology  
Motion to table Chapter 5, Technology by Mrs. Greene, second by Mr. Phillips, unanimously 
approved 
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Phillips at 5:39 pm, seconded by Ms. Stockwell, unanimously 
approved 
 
Scribe, 
Robert L. Edwards 
Assistant City Librarian 
 
 

Approved 3/21/2019 


