
Taste of Tableau
Get started with this popular BI platform
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Agenda

● Why Tableau?
● Tableau terminology
● Understanding today’s dataset
● Practice in Tableau Public
● Q&A
● Next Steps



What is Tableau?

● Tableau is the most powerful, secure, and flexible end-to-end analytics platform 
for your data. Tableau your data.

● Tableau creates background SQL queries called “VizQL” as you interactively 
click, drag, and drop data elements to explore and interrogate your data.

● Tableau is designed to be used by a wide range of business users and 
non-technical audiences.

● Tableau Desktop has more than 60 built-in data connectors including Excel files, 
.csv, pdf’s, and servers. (Tableau Public offers less but the essentials are 
included.)



What will we cover in this session?



Getting to Know Tableau Terminology

Dimensions are fields that contain discrete qualitative or categorical data. Examples 
of dimensions include dates, customer names, and customer segments. They are 
shown as blue.

Measures are fields that contain numerical data that can be aggregated. Examples of 
measures include sales, profit, number of employees, temperature, frequency, 
pressure, etc. They are shown as green

The four primary elements of a Tableau visualization (or “Viz”) are:

● Columns: x axis.
● Rows: y axis.
● Mark card: color, size, and text.
● Mark type: line, bar, square, circle, shape, area, etc.



First look at Tableau

Dimensions

Measures
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Dataset

We will work with a database of almost 1500 
plain dark chocolate bars tasted, catalogued, 
and rated

● Company ID
● Company Name
● Company Location
● Review Date (year)
● Country of Bean Origin
● Bar Name
● Cocoa Percent
● Ingredients
● Most Memorable Characteristics
● Rating

http://flavorsofcacao.com/chocolate_database.html


Dataset composition

Ingredients - (represents the 
number of ingredients in the 
chocolate and lists them)

● B = Beans
● S = Sugar
● S* = Alternative Sweetener
● C = Cocoa Butter
● V = Vanilla
● L = Lecithin
● Sa = Salt

Rating
 

4.0 - 5.0   = Outstanding
3.5 - 3.9   = Highly Recommended
3.0 - 3.49 = Recommended
2.0 - 2.9   = Disappointing
1.0 - 1.9   = Unpleasant



Let’s get started!



Next steps

Continue learning more with the following courses and tracks:

Courses

Tracks

https://www.datacamp.com/courses/introduction-to-tableau
https://www.datacamp.com/tracks/foundational-data-skills-for-business-leaders
https://www.datacamp.com/tracks/data-literacy


Documentation links

● Dataset

● Jen’s Tableau page

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NMs0FXpTfuQEj6Y0vHtUu9gMkUzOPQVu
https://public.tableau.com/profile/jen.bricker#!/


Thank you

Jen Bricker
Jen Bricker Head of Instructor Success



Your training 
recommendations



Introduction to 
Tableau

Learn how to navigate, analyze, 

and build awesome 

dashboards that bring your 

data to life—all within your 

browser.

NEW COURSE



Data Analysis 
in Excel
Learn how to use time-saving 

keyboard shortcuts, convert 

data types, and build 

impressive logic functions and 

conditional aggregations.

NEW COURSE

https://learn.datacamp.com/courses/24388


Data Training 
for Everyone

We believe everyone should 

have the skills to understand, 

interpret, and communicate 

using data. These courses offer 

the perfect to introduction to 

essential data science concepts.  

NEW COURSES



Introduction to 
Power BI
Unlock more value from your 

Microsoft plan. This interactive 

course empowers everyone with 

a 360-degree overview of how to 

analyze data and build impactful 

reports.

NEW COURSE

https://learn.datacamp.com/courses/24388


Readings from DataCamp

● What 300+ L&D Leaders have learned about building Data Fluency
(whitepaper, webinar)

● What employees must learn to work with data in the 21st century 
(whitepaper)

● What Data Fluency looks like 
(whitepaper)

● And much more on our resources page! 

https://www.datacamp.com/resources/whitepapers/what-300-l-and-d-leaders-have-learned-about-data-fluency
https://www.datacamp.com/resources/webinars/what-300-l-and-d-leaders-have-learned-about-building-data-fluency
https://www.datacamp.com/resources/whitepapers/what-your-employees-need-to-learn-to-work-with-data-in-the-21st-century
https://www.datacamp.com/resources/whitepapers/what-data-fluency-looks-like
https://www.datacamp.com/resources


The impact of data science and analytics over the next 
20 years will equal or exceed the impact of software 

engineering and computer science in the past 20 years.


