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This is a spring like no other. When the world is 
in disarray, the natural wonder of a new season 
unfolding becomes a simple joy and a reminder of 
nature’s profound power to regenerate and revive. 

The Central Park Conservancy has been New York’s 
advocate for Central Park for the last four decades. 
And now, our staff’s role has become even more 
important as we work to keep the Park clean, safe, 
and healthy. 

A vibrant Central Park cleans the air for New Yorkers, 
provides a place for mental and physical well-being, 
and brings us together — even when we are kept 
apart. This spring, we ask you to join us in celebrating 
the simple miracles of life: the blooming magnolia, 
the sweeping vistas from a miniature castle, and the 
community that is New York.

We look forward to a time when we can be together 
in the Park. Until then, we hope our Spring Guide 
provides you with a taste of the season.

http://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=homepage_logo&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=homepage_logo
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A NOTE TO PARK-GOERS
New York City has seen its share of crises, yet despite all we’ve lived through, New Yorkers 
remain resilient. In times of turmoil, Central Park has always been here, as a respite, an 
oasis, or simply a quiet place to escape when we feel overwhelmed. This holds true even  
as the City navigates the coronavirus outbreak.

As New York shuts down, we at the Central Park Conservancy are doing everything in  
our power to keep the Park safe and accessible to everyone. We remain committed to 
making the Park a clean and enjoyable place that may offer solace as New Yorkers  
weather this crisis.

We’ve suspended many programs this season to mitigate the spread of the virus and in 
alignment with recommendations from public health officials. Once given the all-clear  
from health officials, our various tours and events will once again help you deepen  
your engagement with the Park.

From the beginning, Central Park was a radical idea. Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert 
Vaux designed the space as a sanctuary for all, at all times. In the topsy-turvy world in 
which we now find ourselves, a place to breathe feels more crucial and radical than ever.

We are monitoring events as they unfold and are working in close coordination with  
the City and State.

Central Park will always be your 843-acre backyard.

http://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=homepage_logo&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=homepage_logo
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GET TO KNOW CENTRAL PARK’S SPRING BLOOMS

Our guide to Central Park blooms
Visit our online Bloom Guide at centralparknyc.org/bloomguide  

for an insider’s look at the Park’s most popular blooms.  
Discover when and where to find blooms all year long  

and become an expert on your favorite varieties. 

DAFFODILS
Typical bloom time: March – May  
A spring staple, daffodils can range from whites to yellows to various shades of orange,  
and some are very fragrant. The Latin name for the daffodil is “Narcissus,” which comes 
from a Greek myth about a man named Narcissus who fell in love with his reflection, which 
he saw in a pool of water. Daffodil flowers have nodding heads, which makes them look like 
they are gazing downwards at their own reflection. They can be spotted throughout the 
Park, including Conservatory Garden and Shakespeare Garden.

TULIPS
Typical bloom time: April – May 
Tulips grow in a huge variety of shapes, colors, and sizes. Depending on the species, tulip 
plants can grow anywhere from four to 28 inches tall. They originally grew in mountainous 
regions of the Middle East and Europe, making them well adapted to cold winters and 
wet springs. You can spot tulips throughout the Park, especially Conservatory Garden, 
Shakespeare Garden, and the Olmsted Flower Bed.

WISTERIA
Typical bloom time: April – May 
Wisteria is a climbing woody vine with fragrant blooms that range in color from blue  
to lavender to white. This plant is notable not only for its attractive hanging clusters of 
flowers, but also for its vigorous growth. The vine may grow 10 feet or more in one year  
and can easily overwhelm nearby plants and structures. Find wisteria on the pergolas  
in Conservatory Garden and behind Naumburg Bandshell.

AZALEAS
Typical bloom time: May – June 
Azaleas are spring-flowering shrubs that display shades of white, magenta, peach, purple, 
and pink. Azaleas are similar in appearance to rhododendrons but are typically smaller 
and feature one blossom per stem rather than blossom clusters. There are many azalea 
festivals throughout the world that celebrate their beauty. You can find these flowers 
throughout the Park, including Rhododendron Mile, a stretch of the East Drive between  
86th and 94th Streets.

FLOWERING DOGWOOD
Typical bloom time: May – June 
Flowering dogwood trees put on a beautiful show each spring. In order to spot the actual 
dogwood flowers, you must take more than just a passing glance. Its flowers are the tiny, 
yellow-green blooms that are packed into a small cluster in the center of four showy, white, 
petal-like bracts. Flowering dogwood trees can be found all over Central Park, and there 
are lots of different cultivars, so you may spot some trees with white, pink, or red flowers.

A diverse range of flowers bloom in Central Park each spring. Learn more about a few popular favorites.

http://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=homepage_logo&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=homepage_logo
https://www.centralparknyc.org/plants/blooms?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=blooms&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=blooms
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Central Park’s formal six-acre garden, Conservatory Garden, is 
a respite from the adjacent Fifth Avenue and its bustling Museum 
Mile. It’s divided into three smaller gardens, each with a distinct 
style: the northern, French-style garden; the center, Italianate 
garden; and the southern, English-style garden.

As director of Conservatory Garden, on the east side from 104th to 
106th Street, Diane Schaub relishes in carefully planning its design 
and finds new ways to excite the senses each year.

This involves creative and meticulous work that goes into readying 
the Garden for springtime. Diane brings her vision to life with 
drawings that guide where Conservancy staff and volunteers  
plant tens of thousands of bulbs.

“On planting day, my maps guide me in drawing the designs on 
the surface of our prepared beds,” Diane says. “I place wooden 
stakes with bulb names that indicate what goes where. Staff and 
volunteers place bags of the actual bulbs in those spots, and then 
arrange the bulbs within the drawn contours.”

This season, the North Garden’s 20,000 bulbs will be a mixture of 
six different varieties of tulip, blooming from mid-April to mid-May. 
Diane specifically planned this area of the Garden so that the tulips 
reach their peak when the Center Garden’s crabapple allées are 
in full bloom. The raspberry-pink hue of the perennially blooming 
trees lends a lovely backdrop to the “jelly-bean mix of colors” 
chosen for this year’s design, she explains.

In the South Garden, a whimsical display will greet visitors. Diane 
uses the serpentine shape of the hedge to anchor the seasonal 
beds. “On my map templates, I place taller flowers at the deepest 
indented spots and arrange, at front or side, those of contrasting 
types, heights, and colors.” Half the bulbs planted in the South 
Garden this year are daffodils.

“A garden is never finished, as it is constantly changing,” Diane 
says. “It involves color, shape, texture, light, shadows, water —  
it is a living work of art.”

PREPARING FOR SPRING IN CONSERVATORY GARDEN

http://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=homepage_logo&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=homepage_logo
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CENTRAL PARK ACTIVITIES

Word Games
Nature offers plenty of mental health benefits — and so can these Park-themed word 
scrambles! Challenge your brain by seeing how many you can solve.

  Unscramble these beloved spring locales in Central Park.

1. OWB GRDEBI 

2. VEBEELRED CETASL 

3. DESBHEAT CARERTE 

4. AWRTRSYEBR LSIEFD 

5. CTSARNOEVYRO EARWT 

  Unscramble these popular spring blooms in Central Park.

6. COSRUC 

7. RELAPCAPB 

8. RATS AGAMNOIL 

9. TRAENES REDDUB 

10. ONOHIYS RHCERY 

  Unscramble these bird species spotted in Central Park.

11. ROKC DOEV 

12. NMIAADNR UCKD 

13. CDERA XSWNWIAG 

14. AACDAN WBRALER 

15. ODEODH ERNEASGMR  

DIFFICULTY RATING

easiest 
(for young kids)

hardest 
(for Park-loving adults)

Central Park can still provide the joy of the season from afar! From word games to coloring, here are fun ways to stay engaged with the 
Park. Adults and kids alike can enjoy these offerings — check the difficulty ratings to find the best activities for you or your little ones.

1. BOW BRIDGE 2. BELVEDERE CASTLE  3. BETHESDA TERRACE  4. STRAWBERRY FIELDS  5. CONSERVATORY WATER
Answers

6. CROCUS  7. CRABAPPLE  8. STAR MAGNOLIA  9. EASTERN REDBUD  10. YOSHINO CHERRY
11. ROCK DOVE 12. MANDARIN DUCK  13. CEDAR WAXWINGS  14. CANADA WARBLER 15. HOODED MERGANSER

http://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=homepage_logo&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=homepage_logo
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CENTRAL PARK ACTIVITIES 
continued

Coloring 
Each spring Central Park bursts into color, from the soft pinks of cherry trees and purple lilacs to flame-colored songbirds and electric 
green meadows. Let your inner artist shine by adding your own color palette to these designs on the following pages.

Illustrations by Anne Yen.  

© 2020 Central Park Conservancy 
All Rights Reserved

Illustrations by Anne Yen.  

© 2020 Central Park Conservancy 
All Rights Reserved

Illustrations by Anne Yen.    © 2020 Central Park Conservancy    All Rights Reserved
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Illustrations by Anne Yen.    © 2020 Central Park Conservancy    All Rights Reserved

http://www.centralparknyc.org/?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=homepage_logo&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=homepage_logo


CENTRAL PARK CONSERVANCY SPRING GUIDE 2020

8

Illustrations by Anne Yen.    © 2020 Central Park Conservancy    All Rights Reserved
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Illustrations by Anne Yen.    © 2020 Central Park Conservancy    All Rights Reserved
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7–10 POINTS

Central Park connoisseur
Wow, you know a lot 
about the Park! Want to 
challenge yourself to learn 
even more? Browse our 
recommendations for  
Park experts.

4–6 POINTS

Central Park regular
Nice work — you’re clearly 
enthusiastic about the Park! 
With nearly 200 years of 
history and 843 acres, there’s 
always more to learn. Read 
our blog to uncover even 
more about the Park.

0–3 POINTS

Central Park novice
There’s no harm in having 
more to discover about 
the Park! Peruse our 
recommendations for  
first-time visitors.

CENTRAL PARK QUIZ
Do you know Central Park like a native New Yorker? Measure your knowledge of the Park with this quick quiz.

1. Located along the Atlantic Flyway, Central Park is a popular spot for birds.  
How many bird species live in the Park year-round?

 430   78   56   270

2. Central Park remains an inviting oasis free of litter in the middle of the most 
populated city in the country. How many hours per day do Conservancy staff  
collect trash and recycling?

 10   7   17  14

3. Central Park contains how many miles of paths across its 843 acres?

 49  58  107  33

4. Central Park’s longest-standing structure is also the Park’s only remaining 
fortification that was built during the War of 1812. What is it?

 The Blockhouse  Fort Clinton  Nutter’s Battery  McGowan’s Pass

5. The Arthur Ross Pinetum is a four-acre arboretum north of the Great Lawn.  
How many species of pine trees can you find there?

 12  17  41  27

6. Gapstow Bridge is one of the first landmarks to discover after entering the southeast 
corner of Central Park. It appears in what popular movie?

 Breakfast at Tiffany’s 

 Home Alone 2: Lost in New York

 When Harry Met Sally 

 Marathon Man

7. Which building became Central Park’s first visitor center in 1979?

 The Dairy 

 Belvedere Castle

 Charles A. Dana Discovery Center 

 Chess & Checkers House

8. Which four writers are immortalized on Literary Walk?

 William Shakespeare, Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott, Fitz-Greene Halleck 

 William Shakespeare, T.S. Eliot, Sir Walter Scott, William Butler Yeats 

 Oscar Wilde, William Shakespeare, Robert Frost, Jane Austen 

 Oscar Wilde, William Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Sir Walter Scott

9. Central Park is home to roughly 18,000 trees. About how many tree species can you 
find in the Park?

 110  250  170  90

10. This landscape is well-known for the vibrant pink and white blooms of its numerous 
cherry trees each spring. What is it?

 Dene Slope  Pilgrim Hill   Hallett Nature 
Sanctuary

 Great Hill

1. D 
2. C 

3. B 
4. A 

5. B 
6. B 

7. A 
8. A 

9. C 
10. B

Answers
WHEN YOU’RE DONE, GIVE 
YOURSELF ONE POINT FOR  
EACH CORRECT ANSWER.
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CENTRAL PARK MAP
Our Central Park Conservancy 
staff remains committed to caring 
for the Park. We are diligently 
cleaning and conducting routine 
maintenance of landscapes, 
water bodies, and benches in 
order to keep the Park open as a 
place of solace — while practicing 
social distancing — during this 
crucial time.

While staying indoors is critical,  
if you must get air or walk your 
dog, Central Park’s lawns have 
been reopened to assist with 
needed social distancing and for 
passive solitary use only. Spend 
just a few minutes outside, and 
keep at least 6 feet from others.

Visit our website for the  
latest updates.

Hours
Central Park opens at 6:00 am and 
closes at 1:00 am, 365 days a year.

Park Drive  
(shared by pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles)

Transverse Road  
(vehicles only)

Pedestrian Path  
(pedestrians only)

Bridle Path  
(no bicyclists)

Emergency Call Box or Dial 911

Visitor Center 
All visitor centers are closed until 
further notice

Playground 
All playgrounds are closed until 
further notice

Information Kiosk

Food / Closed in Winter

Restroom / Closed in Winter

Wheelchair Accessible

Map Key

Points of Interest

W  WEST

W 103 The Ravine / The Loch

W 101 The Pool

W 79 Shakespeare Garden

W 79 Belvedere Castle

W 74 Bow Bridge

W 72  Strawberry Fields /  

Imagine Mosaic

W 72 Cherry Hill

E  EAST

E 107 Harlem Meer

E 105  Conservatory Garden 

Open year-round, 8:00 am to dusk.

E 90  Reservoir 

From 86th to 96th Street

E 81 Obelisk (Cleopatra’s Needle)

E 75 Alice in Wonderland

E 74 Conservatory Water

E 72  Bethesda Terrace /  

Bethesda Fountain

E 68  The Mall (Literary Walk) 

From 66th to 72nd Street

E 67 Balto

E 62 Gapstow Bridge

https://www.instagram.com/centralparknyc/
https://www.facebook.com/centralparknyc
http://www.twitter.com/centralparknyc
https://www.centralparknyc.org/coronavirus?utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=seasonal&utm_campaign=2020-springguide&utm_content=coronavirus&s_src=2020-springguide&s_subsrc=coronavirus

