
 

 

WATER YOUR TREE Tree survival is greatly dependent on   providing the right amount of 

water.  Soils that drain quickly will require more frequent watering 

than those that drain slowly.  For the first three years in April -

October provide 3-5 gallons of water once per week.  During hot/dry 

weather (July/Aug) provide 3-5  gallons twice a week.  Tip:  Use 1 

gallon milk containers for watering. 

Following year’s watering will be dependent upon soil type and  

weather conditions, so irrigation schedules may vary. 

Watering too much is as problematic as not watering enough.  Tree 

roots need oxygen. 

Maintain a 2-3 ft. wide ring of mulch around the tree (the wider the 

better).   Organic matter like wood chips or leaves are best as these will 

become soil over time.  Wood chips will not require replacement as 

often as leaves.  Never use more than 4 inches of mulch as this may  

inhibit oxygen from reaching the roots.   

A 5-page layer of newspaper covered with mulch will eliminate any 

grass in the surrounding area.   
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NOTE 

This brochure is a limited reference manual of 
proper care for new and  established trees.  Please 

refer to the guide below for more detailed care 
and maintenance instructions, provided by the 

USDA Forest Service guide:    
www.treeownersmanual.info 

THANK YOU 
By participating in this reforestation program, you are reinvigorating the urban tree canopy.  Future generations 
thank you for creating shade, cleaning our air, purifying our water supply, and beautifying our neighborhoods.  

Thank you for your space, time and care.  Most of all… 

Enjoy Your Tree!!! 

For more information about the Asian Longhorned Beetle visit: www.beetlebusters.info 
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PRUNE YOUR TREE Commencing 2 years after planting, prune lightly every year or every  

other year.  Do not remove more than 25% of the tree’s live branches at 

any one time.  Removal of broken, dead and rubbing branches can be 

done each year.  Branches sprouting from the base can also be done  

yearly. 

  
* Please reference note below 

 

PROTECT YOUR TREE Use care when mowing or trimming near your tree!  Movers and  

trimmers can easily open wounds that are a gateway for disease, rot  

fungi, and insects.  Repeated injury around the trunk will prevent water 

and nutrients from feeding the tree, ultimately killing it.   

A 2-3 ft. wide ring of mulch (see previous section “Mulch Your Tree” will 

protect bark and trunk damage. 

Do not tie ropes, chains, leashes, or other materials around your tree.  

They can harm or kill the tree. 

Remove any support stakes, if present,  after one full growing season. 


