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Chemung & Tioga Counties 

July 2015 

  

Integrated Pest Management – Dealing with 

Pests on the Farm and  in the Garden   

By Michele Kline & Barb Neal 

Growers, large scale and 
small, need to manage pests in 
order to have a viable crop.  
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
works to help address pest 
management needs, whether 

you are on the farm, at work or in school, at home, or in the 
community. 

Integrated pest management (IPM for short) is your choice 
for solid science and sound solutions in dealing with pests. 
We promote safe, least-toxic solutions to both pest and 
pesticide problems.  IPM helps you deal with pests—insects, 
plant diseases, weeds, and more—with methods that help 
keep health and environmental risks as low as possible while 
saving you money.  It is important to remember that there are 
many beneficial insects, bacteria, and plants.  The word 
management is an important one – we aim to manage pests 
and often have to evaluate the cost/benefit relationship when 
deciding which tool to use to achieve our goals.   

IPM is integrated because it brings together, or integrates, a 
range of biological, organic, cultural, mechanical, and 
chemical options for pest problems. And it’s about 
management because you can only manage pests—you can’t 
eliminate them.  Although IPM used to focus on insect pests, 
the range now includes fungi, bacteria, viruses, weeds, 
wildlife, and more. 

Research, demonstrations, education, and outreach are part of 
our comprehensive plan to make Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) the safe, effective pest management solution for all 
residents of Chemung and Tioga County – solutions that help 
protect our health, economic well-being, and our 
environment.   

We work with Cornell University scientists, other Cornell 
Cooperative Extension staffers from across the state, growers, 
school staff, and teachers, pest management professionals, 
businesses, nonprofits, and state, local, and tribal 
governments.  This year, we have been focused on pests of 
two of Tioga and Chemung Counties’ crops – sweet corn and 
a variety of berries. 

Sweet Corn - I joined the western NY sweet corn 
pheromone trap network. Each week I visit a major sweet 
corn producer and maintain five pheromone traps.  
Pheromone traps are used to: 1) detect early pest infestations, 
such as the first occurrence of migratory pests, 2) define areas 
of pest infestations, 3) track the buildup of a pest population, 
and 4) help in decision making for pest management. In some 
instances traps have been successful in estimating pest 

population 
densities and the 
potential risk of 
crop damage. We 
use two types of 
traps.  Green 
bucket traps (also 
known as unit or 
universal traps) 
are used for 
trapping Western 
bean Cutworm, 
black cutworm 
and fall 
armyworm.  
ScentryTM 
Heliothis nets are 
used for trapping 
European corn borer and Corn earworm. 

Berries - The spotted wing drosophila (SWD) infestation 
levels are highest in fruits such as fall raspberry where loss 
can can reach 80% to 100% without treatment with 
insecticide to protect the crop. Other delicate mid-summer 
and late-maturing fruit, such as blueberry, can suffer severe 
losses of 30% to 50%.   Simple traps are made to monitor for 
this very important pest — research on improving SWD traps 
and baits continues apace to find one that is consistently more 
attractive than susceptible fruit in order to provide an early 
warning of SWD presence in the crop. Another outcome of 
monitoring SWD traps is to gain a perspective on the 
effectiveness of insecticide treatments in eliminating SWD 
from a planting, though research to validate this is lacking. 
Research is ongoing to improve trap efficiency and develop a 
better early warning system. 

Traps baited with an apple cider vinegar drowning solution 
plus an ampule containing a yeast bait floating in the cider 
vinegar have proven most successful in capturing adult SWD. 
Traps are checked once per week (contents brought back to 
the office for examination under a scope), adding fresh 
vinegar drowning solution and fresh yeast bait. 

It takes a lot of time to maintain our trap system which 
consists of farms throughout Tioga and Chemung Counties 
but growers consistently articulate the importance of the 
information we provide as they work to maintain an 
integrated pest management plan. 

Late Blight – Late blight effectively wipes out infested 
tomato and potato crops.  Barb Neal, CCE Tioga, is 
monitoring the spread of late blight throughout the country 
and is disseminating management strategies and timing 
through Facebook and the CCE Tioga website.  Knowing 
when to treat for late blight will help ensure a crop should 
late blight come to our counties. 
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Workshops and Events Offered by CCE of Tioga and Chemung Counties 

 En Pleine Air  On Sunday, July 19, 2015, 10 am until 4 pm, the area's finest independent artists transform the gardens 
of Owego into outdoor art galleries. This unique event, organized in partnership with the Tioga County Master Gardener 
Program of Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE), is a local favorite. Our demonstration gardens at the CCE Tioga of-
fices are on the garden tour this year, so come see beautiful gardens, fabulous art and a pleasant day in the vibrant village 
of Owego. 

Friday Garden Segments  The Cornell Cooperative Associations of Tioga, Chemung, Schuyler , and Steuben are 
collaborating on a weekly garden segment for WETM-TV.  Each Friday at the noon news hour an extension expert will 
bring you garden tips and techniques.  The clips can be seen, along with more garden tips, on the WETM website, 
www.mytwintiers.com on the garden page. 

Like us on Facebook!  The Tioga County Master  Gardeners have a Facebook page that keeps you up -to-date on 
workshops, horticulture information, and other plant-related topics.  If you use Facebook, consider "liking" us! 

Chemung County Fair--August 4-9th.  Plenty of 4H events during the fair.  Come check it out! 

Sundaes at the Farm—Hosted  by  TCARG—Lawton’s Dairy Farm in Newark Valley - 
August 23rd   / 

1st Annual Tioga County Fall Farm Trail—Hosted by TCARG—September 19th & 
20th  / 

Taste of Tioga—Hosted by CCE Tioga at Tioga Downs—Friday, October 9th.  (We need 
produce and USDA inspected meat donations.  All product donations are tax deductible.  
We will advertise your farm, connect you with a restaurant and provide space at our new 
evening farmers’ market in the rotunda at Tioga Downs.  D
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Dairy Environmental Systems & Climate Adaptation 
Conference July 29 - July 31, 2015, 8 am - 5 pm  Ithaca, 
NY.  This 2-day regional conference on July 29 - 31, 2015 
will feature a unique opportunity to learn about emerging 
dairy housing and manure management systems in conjunc-
tion with regional climate trends and national and interna-
tional drivers, along with adaptation strategies for the Northeast and upper mid-west U.S, and to visit the beautiful Fin-
ger Lakes region of New York. For more information, visit the website at https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/. 

Farm Safety and OSHA Workshop August 26, 2015, 10:30 am - 3 pm  Homer, NY  The SCNY team will be hosting 
a Farm Safety and OSHA Workshop at McMahon's EZ Acres.  Pro-Dairy's Karl Czymmek and NYCAMH's Jim Carra-
ba will be there to lead the discussion and answer questions. The workshop will focus on general farm safety; OSHA 
guidelines; what to do if your farm has an unplanned OSHA inspection; how to manage after the inspection and fine 
reductions.nnThere will also be a local farm present to talk about their unplanned inspection.  After lunch, there will be 
a walkthrough of facilities to highlight areas to focus on.  Any questions, please call Betsy at 607.753.5213 or email her 
at bjh246@cornell.edu. 

 General farm safety 

 The Dairy Dozen & OSHA guidelines 

 What to do if your farm has an unplanned OSHA inspection 

 Update on OSHA LEP inspection 

 How to manage after the inspection 

 Fines/Fine Reductions 
There will also be a local farm present to talk about their unplanned inspection.  After lunch, there will be a 
walkthrough of facilities to highlight areas to focus on.  Any questions, please call Betsy at 607.753.5213 or email her 
at bjh246@cornell.edu. 

https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/
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Soil pH--what is it and why do we test 
for it?  By Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

As Master Gardeners, I am sure you had some instruc-
tion on soil chemistry in your training, but I thought it 
would be great to go over soil pH and why it matters as a 
summer refresher. 

Soil pH is the measure of alkalinity or acidity of the soil, 
and it an indication of the number of Hydrogen ions in 
the soil.  The pH scale is a logarithmic scale that runs from zero to 14, but in reality, for us gardeners, the scale runs 
from 4.0 to about 8.5.  (We hopefully never face gardens outside this pH range!)  The neutral point is 7, with below 
neutral being acidic soil and above 7, alkaline.  Sometimes you hear acidic soil being referred to as "sour", and alkaline 
soil is called "basic" or "sweet".   

Why do we care about the pH of the soil?  The key is the chemistry:  different nutrients are differently available at dif-
ferent pH levels.  Whew!  That is a lot of differents!  Suffice it to say, that at the outer ranges of pH, some nutrients will 
be present in the soil, but the plant cannot access these nutrients--they are too tightly bonded to soil particles or in a 
form that the plant cannot utilize.  The sweet spot is between pH 6.0 and 7.0--at that range, nutrients are relatively avail-
able for plant uptake.  The only caveat to that is that 
there are plants that have specific pH tolerances -- for 
example, blueberries require a strongly acid soil.   

Testing for pH is easy.  Take a spoonful of soil from 
several areas of your garden and mix in a plastic or 
paper cup.   Roughly measure the square feet of the 
area that you wish to test.  Bring the sample to your 
local Cooperative Extension office and they can test 
the pH in a few minutes.  There may be a small fee for 
the testing.  If your soil needs to have the pH adjusting, 
the horticulturist can help you determine how much of 
an amendment you will need for your area. 

Finally, why is pH written the way it is?  It stands for 
"power of H" which is the chemical symbol for the 
hydrogen ion.  And why does more hydrogen ions 
mean the pH is lower?  The pH scale is the negative 
log of the number of hydrogen ions, which is more 
math and chemistry than I know! 

A New Blueberry for Home Growers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) was recently 
awarded a patent for Nocturne, a blueberry cultivar devel-
oped by Agricultural Research Service(ARS) scientists at 
the Genetic Improvement of Fruits and Vegetables Labora-
tory. 

The new cultivar came from a blueberry cross made by 
ARS plant geneticistMark Ehlenfeldt in 1993, and the plant 
was subsequently selected and evaluated from 1996 to 
2011. Nocturne, tested under the name “US 1056,” is a 
cross between US 874 (a mixed species hybrid) and Prem-
ier (a commercial rabbiteye blueberry). This cross incorpo-
rates germplasm from three different blueberry species, 
including one with extreme cold-hardiness. 

Nocturne is a vigorous, winter-hardy, black-fruited blue-
berry. This variety is intended to be a specialty market 
plant for home, landscape, and ornamental use, according 
to Ehlenfeldt. Nocturne is especially notable for having 
winter hardiness comparable to northern highbush blueber-
ry cultivars and for being slow to break dormancy in 

spring, making it unlike any oth-
er rabbiteye blueberry hybrids 
currently available. 

The new blueberry bears fruit 
reliably in New Jersey, averag-
ing 12 pounds per plant. Alt-
hough, it is self-pollinating, 
yields and size are likely to be 
improved by cross-pollination. 
Unripe fruit is vivid and red-
orange, providing attractive 
landscape interest. Ripe fruit is 
black, sweet and medium-sized, with a flavor atypical of 
either rabbiteye or highbush blueberries. Fruit ripens in late 
midseason to late season. The scar quality—how cleanly 
the fruit separates from the stem—is fair, and the fruit has 
only moderate firmness, so Nocturne is not recommended 
for storage or shipping.  Nocturne plants may be available 
to growers within a year or two. 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/main.htm
http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/site_main.htm?modecode=80-42-05-55
http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/site_main.htm?modecode=80-42-05-55
http://www.ars.usda.gov/pandp/people/people.htm?personid=1556
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Subscription 
Newsletters are emailed as a pdf file.  You must have Adobe Reader installed to be able to open the newsletter.  
Adobe Reader is available free for download at http://get.adobe.com/reader/. 

First Name: ____________________ Last Name: ________________ Email: ____________________________  

Street: __________________________ City: __________________ State: ________ Zip: _________________  

 Add me to your electronic mailing list!  (There is no charge for an electronic copy of the newsletter) 

 Please mail me a printed copy of your monthly newsletter! (Please enclose a check or money order payable to 

Tioga CCE for $12.00 to cover printing and postage. 

 I am a farmer (I raise / grow / produce _________________________________ )   I am a home gardener 
 

Please mail this form, and payment if printed copy is requested, to:   

 
 

QR tags are growing in popularity. Sponsors are using 

them to direct interested customers to their websites. 

We will create the tag for you, link it to the website of 

your choice, and email you the tag for use on your 

own materials. If you have a smart phone, try down-

loading a free scanning “app” (i.e. AT&T Code Scan-

ner) and scan this one. 

Dimensions Annual Price  

Quarter Page (plus 20 copies printed per month for your distribution) 

□ 5 1/4” tall x 4” wide ..................... $500 

Eighth Page 

□ 2 1/2” tall x 4” wide ..................... $300 

Business Card 

□ 2” tall x 3 1/2” wide ..................... $100 

Ad a “Quick Response” (QR) tag to any ad 

□ 1.5” x 1.5” .................................. $50 

To sponsor our newsletter, please select size, dimensions and cost above.  Include form with payment.  

Total Cost $ ________ (Checks payable to: CCE Tioga) 

 Please email exact size JPEG to ms328@cornell.edu. Include the word sponsorship in the subject line. 

 Questions? E-MAIL: ms328@cornell.edu or Call 607.687.4020 

Remit advertisement, form, and payment to:   

CCE Tioga; c/o Michele Kline; 56 Main Street; Owego, NY  13827 

Your sponsorship will allow us to print and mail our newsletter to our growing mailing list. All issues will be available online.   

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chemung & Tioga Counties 

SPONSORSHIP 

Name ____________________________ ________________________ Company _______________________ 

Address _________________ ________________________ _______ City ___________ State ____ Zip _____ 

Phone ____________________Email __________________________________ 

See your Name, Logo, and/or Slogan Here!! 
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Commercial Horticulture News:  Consider Participating in the Be Green Organic Yards 
NY Program  (Adapted from the NYS DEC website) 

More and more, customers are asking their landscapers and lawn and tree maintenance businesses about organic 
options. Signing up to be a Be Green Organic Yards NY business is one way you can demonstrate your commitment to 
organic practices. 

Be Green businesses sign a Service Mark Agreement with the Department. Entering such an Agreement means the 
business can use DEC's Be Green service mark (logo) under the conditions in the Agreement to advertise landscape 
services regarded as organic. 

Before signing the Agreement, businesses must successfully complete a Basic Education Course from a Be Green 
course provider and agree to specific conditions, including prohibitions on specific pest management materials that 
cannot be used. This one day training is meant to introduce landscapers to the basic concepts of organic lawn care, and 
to make sure they understand the structure and prohibitions of the Be Green Service Mark Agreement. An individual 
business may consider that it needs more training before actually offering Be Green services, even after it has 
completed the minimum requirements. 

The Be Green program is not a license or a certification to apply 
pesticides. While an organic approach focuses on a process 
oriented solution, rather than a product oriented solution, there are 
still many pesticides that can be used under the Be Green 
program. The commercial use of even those organic approved 
pesticides requires pesticide applicator certification issued by the 
DEC. 

DEC encourages businesses to participate in the Be Green 
program.  For a list of FAQs, see:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/
public/72493.html 

2015-2016 Cornell Guide for Commercial Turfgrass Management Now Available 

The 2015-2016 edition of the Cornell Guide for Commercial Turfgrass Management is now available. This publica-
tion provides up-to-date pest and horticultural information for those producing sod or maintaining turfgrass in New 
York State. It has been designed as a practical guide for sod producers, landscapers, turfgrass managers, pesticide 
dealers, and others who advise those producing sod or maintaining turfgrass. 

In addition to updated pesticide and pest management information, highlighted changes in the 2015-2016 Turfgrass 
Guidelines include: a new section on pigmented fungicide, new information on growing-degree days and growth regu-
lator use and updated materials on recycling agricultural plastics. 

New this year are three different product options for the Cornell Guidelines. Users can obtain a print copy, online-only 
access, or a package that combines a print copy and online access. The print edition of the 2015-2016 Turfgrass 
Guidelines costs $28 plus shipping. Online-only access is $28. A combination of a print copy and online access costs 
$39.00 plus shipping costs for the printed book. 

The 2015-2016 Cornell Guide for Commercial Turfgrass Management can be obtained through your local Cornell Co-
operative Extension office or from the Cornell Store at Cornell University. To order from the Cornell Store, call (800) 
624-4080 or order online at http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx 

Lawn Care Tip:  
  

Summer is the time of Japanese Beetles.  To monitor 
the level of beetle larvae in your turf, peel away a 
square foot of sod and count the beetle grub larvae.  
If you have more than ten grubs in the square foot, 
treatment is warranted.  Few than that number, no 
need to treat! 

New Farmers’ Markets Opportunities 
Tioga Downs—Saturdays and Sundays:  Are you a 
farmer and/or homesteader looking for a place to sell your 
products?  Tioga Downs offers free vendor space for first 
time vendors!  The Market at Tioga Downs is open from 
9am—5pm on Saturdays and Sundays.  Vendors needed 
for all farm products including honey, syrup, produce, 
flowers, and more!  Contact:  Fran Antalec, Market 
Manager for details 607.427.2573 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/72493.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/72493.html
http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx
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Celebrating a World of Benefits from a Dwindling Resource 

Adapted from a blog post written by Jocelyn Benjamin, Natural Resources Conservation Service  

Bees, butterflies, bats, birds, beetles and other animals play a critical role in the 
production of fruit or seeds, including plants that provide our nation’s food, fiber, 
fuel and medicine. 

An estimated $15 billion worth of crops, including more than 90 fruits and 
vegetables are pollinated by honey bees alone. But despite their value, pollinator 
populations are dwindling due to threats of habitat loss, disease, parasites and 
environmental contaminants. That’s why farmers and ranchers are doing their part to 
improve the health of pollinators while providing benefits to the environment. 
Producers have worked with NRCS to voluntarily apply conservation practices on 
hundreds of thousands of acres of land because they know people and pollinators 
depend on each other for survival.  I’d like to introduce the world’s key pollinators 
and give some small tips to help protect them: 

BEES—One out of every three bites of food Americans eat is pollinated by bees. 
Bees, like the threatened rusty patched bumble bee, pollinate our herbs and spices, and even succulent fruits including 
plum and cranberries. Midwestern crops like apples, clovers and alfalfa are pollinated by honey bees to produce fruit or 
seed. 

BATS—Bats take the night shift as pollinators. They feed on sweet nectar from nighttime flowering plants, pollinating 
over 300 fruit species, including commercial crops like avocado, mangoes, agave and bananas. An important bat species 
facing population decline is the Mexican long-tongued bat, which visits up to 30 flowers each night to feed and, in the 
process, transports pollen. 

BEETLES—Beetles are the largest set of pollinating critters, pollinating 88 percent of 240,000 flowering plants 
worldwide. They are also known as the “mess and soil” pollinators because they release waste within the flora. Beetles, 
like the threatened valley elderberry longhorn, are key pollinators for trees and shrubs like elderberry, magnolias and 
spicebush. 

BUTTERFLIES—Butterflies take an artful flutter to pollinate their fair share of plants, resulting in seed and fruit 
production. They help pollinate vital herbal remedies like Echinacea. The Monarch butterfly is in decline due to lack of 
milkweed which they depend upon to feed and lay eggs. 

HUMMINGBIRDS—Hummingbirds are the world’s key wildflower pollinators. They have the fastest metabolism of 
all animals, steadily feeding on the nectar of flowers and tiny arthropods. The decline in hummingbird populations like 
the endangered Honduran emerald is significant because they are crucial pollinators and can remember where to find 
their favorite food sources from previous years. 

MOTHS—The fuzzy hair on moths, like the threatened kern primrose sphinx, makes them great pollinators-. This hair 
helps them collect pollen from flora. Most moths work at night, pollinating your favorite snacks like cashew nuts and 
papaya. 

Learn more about pollinators at: http://go.usa.gov/3kfrY. 

A monarch butterfly, a honeybee and 
leafcutter bee gather nectar from a showy 
milkweed. Photo: John Anderson of 
Hedgerow Farms.  

2015 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
Outbreak: Biosecurity for Poultry Farms--
Questions to ask yourself: 
Editor's Note:  the risk of avian flu is very real.  This checklist of 
questions was sent to us from the NYS Ag and Markets.  

1. Do you have footwear disinfection stations, site-
provided footwear, or site-provided foot covers 
available outside all external entrances and is 
everyone, including visitors/contract workers, required 
to clean and disinfect their footwear? 

2. Are external entrances to chicken houses and the 
processing plant kept locked during nonbusiness 
hours? 

3. Do you ask everyone entering your farm if they've had 
any kind of avian contact in the past 5 days? 

4. Does farm policy require that employees and visitors/
contract workers do not own other birds- including pet 
birds, domestic chickens, fighting chickens, ducks, 
geese, waterfowl, exotic birds, quail, partridge or 
pheasants? Do these persons sign a document stating 
this? 

5. Are hand-washing or hand-sanitizing stations available 
and is everyone, including visitors and contractors, 
required to wash/sanitize their hands before entering 
and after leaving poultry houses or egg processing 
areas? 

6. If truck drivers are required to make multiple stops at 
more than one individual farm in any given day, are 
they prohibited from entering poultry houses or egg 
processing areas? 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://go.usa.gov/3kfrY
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New York State Urban Forest Coalition 
Conference 

Editor's note:  I will be speaking at this conference.  I think it is a great conference 
with excellent presentations, tours, and a wonderful way to meet folks interested in 
keeping our communities green--Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

New York ReLeaf is a state program promoting management and 
care of our state’s community trees. It is a cooperative effort 
coordinated by the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) and the NYS Urban and Community Forestry Council 
(NYSUCFC) with major funding supplied through the USDA Forest Service. The goal of New York ReLeaf is to create 
partnerships among tree professionals, citizen volunteers, educators, government, and the private sector. The annual 
State Conference brings together these interested parties from all of the state’s nine regions to share experiences, ideas, 
and new information.  

All tree enthusiasts are invited to the Twenty-Third Annual NYS ReLeaf Conference to be held July 16-18, at the State 
University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry (SUNY-ESF), Syracuse, New York. You 
won’t be disappointed! The conference, “Environmental Science and Urban Forestry”, promotes Urban Forestry 
research projects at one of the country’s premier environmental colleges and diverse green infrastructure and 
community forestry projects throughout New York State.  

Dr. Neil Murphy with start us off at the Thursday Reception with the story of the Gateway Center, the new Platinum 
LEED certified building that is the heart of the ESF community. Drs. Bill Powell and Chuck Maynard will present the 
Keynote featuring the American Chestnut Research and Restoration project that is perhaps the most exciting research at 
the College. Dr. David Nowak of the USDA Forest Service’s Northern Research Station in Syracuse will present the 
second Keynote, focused on environmental impacts on and changes in urban forests across the country. Workshops will 
include Forest Health updates, Green Infrastructure Solutions and Opportunities, Engaging Youth in Urban Forestry, 
Basics of Soil, Crisis Response for Communities impacted by storms and insect invasions, Building an effective 
Community Tree Program, and the Human /Deer Interface.  

Tours on Friday afternoon include the Green Roof on the Gateway Center, which borrows from the ecosystems of the 
Eastern Lake Ontario dunes and the globally rare Alvar system of northern New York to help provide energy, water 
quality and aesthetic benefits to the building, Don Leopold’s 30 years of very engaged experience teaching tree 
identification and dendrology to forestry and biology students in Oakwood Cemetery, his living classroom adjacent to 
the campus, and the continuing restoration of Onondaga Lake including a reconstructed stream/wetland complex along 
Nine Mile Creek as it flows past the Solvay waste beds to the lake.  

New this year is the Stewardship of the Community Forest Service Project at a city park that, building on the living 
classroom theme, will provide hands-on instruction in critical tree care skills. The Onondaga Earth Corps youth and the 
CommuniTree Stewards have been working side-by-side for several years and have much to share. The conference 
workshops and tours are planned to provide a variety of topics that will be of interest to anyone who is involved with 
urban environments and trees.  

Who should attend?  All those involved in the field of urban and community forestry; educators, volunteers, tree 
commissions, arborists, horticulturists, landscape architects, planners, nursery professionals, community/state/utility 
foresters, local government officials, public works and parks departments, and researchers; also those in need of New 
York State DEC pesticides, SAF, ISA, Certified Nursery Professional (CNP) and Landscape Architect (LA) re-
certification credits. All applicable credit categories have been applied for and are pending approval. For more 
information on credits that have been approved, please check www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com (the Conference 
Brochure) or email Fran Lawlor at flawlor1@twcny.rr.com for further details.  

7. Does your farm strongly discourage unnecessary 
outside visitors? Are biosecurity signs posted warning 
people not to enter any of the buildings on the 
premises? 

8. Do you have a dedicated parking area for visitors 
away from poultry housing and work traffic? 

9. Is there signage in the parking area to tell visitors how 
to call for assistance and to stay in their vehicles until 

they are escorted by management? 

10. Does your farm require visitors to wear clean clothes 
and footwear? Do visitors change into dedicated 
clothing and boots if possible? 

11. Does your farm avoid sharing equipment or supplies 
with other farms? If tools or equipment must be 
brought in, are they cleaned and disinfected as they 
enter? 

If you find yourself answering no to these questions, 
you may need to increase your level of protection! 

(Continued from page 6) 



 

 

Tioga County Farm Group applies for natural gas 
well permit 

The Snyder Farm 
Group in cooperation 
with Tioga Energy 
Partners LLC 
announced that two 
applications for 
natural gas well 
permits have been 
filed with the New York Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). The first application is for a vertical 
stratigraphic well into the Utica formation at approximately 
9500 feet below the surface and is currently posted on the 
DEC's website. This well will be used to evaluate the 
potential for natural gas in all the geological formations 
that the well bore passes through. The second application is 
to back out of the first well and plug it up to the Marcellus 
formation at about 4000 feet and turn horizontally into that 
formation where it will be stimulated with gelled propane 
to release the natural gas. This well unit located in the 
hamlet of Halsey Valley and the town of Barton, is a 56.56 
acre unit with a single well bore. With this "test well" they 
hope to prove 3 things; first that this process is legal under 
the DEC's current GEIS regulations adopted in 1992, 

second that the process is safe, and third that the results 
produce an economically viable natural gas well.  

The Snyder Farm Group consists of five land owners some 
who have been stewards of the land for over four 
generations.  The safety of their land and water before and 
after the well is developed is of their foremost concern.  
They have the most at stake and we take that consideration 
very seriously.  They are committed to preserving their 
farmland as open space, preserving the rural character of 
our community and continue to produce clean wholesome 
milk and forage crops.  Their goal is to develop natural 
resources by drilling the safest natural gas well in NY 
State.   

By using LPG (Liquid Propane Gas) to stimulate the well, 
the use of water is completely eliminated.  LPG when 
returning to the surface with the released natural gas is 
cooled and separated from the natural gas and then sold 
back into the LPG market.  The natural gas and propane 
mix doesn’t attract any elements it encounters below the 
surface hence nothing is brought back to the surface.  Since 
there is no water brought or removed from the drilling site, 
truck traffic is severely diminished. 

Pease stay tuned for further updates as this process 
develops. 

 

 

 

 

Enrollment Open for Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) & Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 

By Colleen Mezzano  

Enrollment of producers and farms in 2014 and 2015 ARC/
PLC began last month and ends on September 30, 2015. 

On June 15, 2015, the National Office and KC, FSA started 
mailing all farm operators, owners, and other producers a 
record of “Notification of Base and Yields for ARCPLC”. 
The final base, yield, and election notification will include 
the covered commodity base acres, PLC yield, election per 

covered commodity or farm, as applicable, and HIP, if ap-
plicable. 

Farms can only be enrolled consistent with the election (or 
default election) that applies to 

the farm. While farms having a default election (no valid 
election of ARC or PLC made for 

the farm) are ineligible for 2014 payments, those default 
election farms may still enroll for 

the 2014 and 2015 program years. 

FSA encourages you to complete sign up while visiting the 
office for your annual acreage reporting. 

REMINDER:  Acreage reporting deadline of J uly 15th, 
is quickly approaching. 

News From Our Partner Organizations

Flood Prevention Work  Wendy Walsh, Tioga SWCD District Manager, USC Watershed Coordinator and USC Board Member  

The Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC), established in 1992, is a network of 19 Soil and Water Conservation Districts in 
NY and PA covering the headwaters of the Susquehanna River.  The USC works collaboratively 
with private landowners to deliver Best Management Practices (BMP) throughout the Susquehanna 
River Watershed to improve water quality, reduce flooding and enhance habitat.   

After many of the recent flooding events across our watershed, many streams have required some 
maintenance to re-establish flow.  In many cases, the spoil materials generated from this type of 
maintenance activity is cast on the stream bank and not removed.  This type of streamside spoil 
piles can be very detrimental to stream corridors and can have a lasting affect after the flood is for-
gotten.  The linear gravel spoil piles are often piled up around healthy trees in the riparian zone.  



 

Over time, the trees will die as a result of spoil material accumulated at their base. The resulting loss of canopy cover in 
the riparian area allows sunlight to reach the stream and can increase water temperature making the stream unsuitable for 
coldwater organisms and fish.     

In addition to providing shade for streams, the tree roots hold stream banks in place and prevent erosion.  With the loss of 
canopy cover in the stream corridor, stream bank erosion and channel migration is likely to occur.   

The streamside berms consist mostly of course gravel that is unsuitable for many native species of trees and shrubs to 
grow.  Subsequently, mostly undesirable or invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed take root and are difficult to 

eradicate once established. Additional-
ly, the loose gravel is highly erodible 
and can be re-mobilized in future 
flooding events.   

Streamside berms serve as an impedi-
ment for the stream to spread itself out 
during flood events.  The result of 
channelizing streams and not allowing 
access to natural floodplain areas exac-
erbates the affect of flooding down-

stream.    

USC is actively seeking private landowners that are interested in participating in our Streamside Berm Removal Program.  
The program is at no cost to landowners and the gravel is yours to keep elsewhere, or we can haul it away.  If interested 
please call Jeremy Waddell at (607) 972-5098 or email jwaddell@u-s-c.org 

(Continued from page 8) 

News From Our Partner Organizations 

Before berm removal After berm removal 

USC Receives 2015 EPA Environmental Champion Award 

The mission of Tioga County based Upper Susquehanna Coalition is to protect and improve water quality and natural re-
sources in the Upper Susquehanna River Basin using an integrative, multiple barrier approach. The passion, partnerships 
and groundwork toward the goals since being established in 1992 are finally being recognized nationally and statewide.  
During a ceremony in April of this year in NYC, Wendy Walsh and members of the USC Wetland Team were recognized 
with the presentation of the U.S. EPA Environmental Champion Award.   

Although the USC has a robust, stream, agriculture and wetland programs, we were specifically honored for our wetlands 
work that we have completed over the past five years, under the leadership of Jim Curatolo, USC Wetland Team Leader.  
The USC has constructed or restored more than 700 acres of wetlands and wetland-related habitat in the Upper Susque-
hanna River watershed. These wetlands help New York reduce nutrient sediment loads to the Chesapeake Bay. The Coali-
tion has been designated by the New York State Department for Environmental Conservation as the official wetland data 
manager for the Chesapeake Bay Program and is responsible for the wetland goals of the state in its Chesapeake Bay 
Tributary Strategy.   

The USC is tremendously excited about receiving the prestigious EPA Environmental Champion Award which Senator 
Gillibrand nominated us for.  This award is an opportunity for our USC membership to reflect on our work and strengthen 
our resolve to continue to focus on these important issues. The USC utilizes a multi-barrier approach for planning and 
implementing restoration projects on a watershed wide basis.  Through this approach we are address issues at the source, 
across the landscape and in the stream corridor.  We focus our watershed implementation efforts on planning, funding and 
implementing in three key focus areas, wetland restoration, stream corridor rehabilitation and environmentally and eco-
nomically sound agriculture.   We work with local, state and federal agencies on projects that support both local needs 
and regional nonpoint source issues such as the Chesapeake Bay TMDL.  We have a great track record of securing fund-
ing and implementing best management practices on farms, constructing wetlands for water quality improvement, flood 
attenuation and habitat diversity, rehabilitating streams and roadside ditches and addressing other impacts from flood-
ing.  We partner with academia to bring sound scientific information and solutions to our watershed implementation and 
are very thankful for Senator Gillibrand recognizing our efforts and nominating the USC for the EPA Environmental 
Champion Award. 

Award recipients were honored at a ceremony on April 24th in New York City, attending on behalf of the USC were 
Melissa Yearick, Wetlands Coordinator, Wendy Walsh, Watershed Coordinator and Jeremy Waddell, Wetlands Special-
ist.  We were photographed with Judith Enck, EPA Regional Administrator and New York City Councilman Donovan 
Richards. 



 

Using Arborists' Wood Chip in the Land-
scapes 

Editor's note:  I had planned to write about using wood chips in the land-
scape this month, and came across this excellent article written by Linda 
Chalker-Scott, who is one of my extension heroes.  She is an inveterate 
debunker of many horticultural myths--using science-based research ra-
ther than word of mouth.  This article appeared in Master Gardener Mag-
azine in 2007, but I think it bears reprinting.--Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

Landscape mulches are increasingly recognized as pivotal 
components of environmentally sustainable gardens and 
green spaces. Select the right mulch and you reap the bene-
fits of healthier soils and plants. Choose the wrong mulch 
and the only plants that thrive are the weeds. Before selecting 
a landscape mulch material, it’s important to reflect on the 
purpose of the landscape in question. For instance, produc-
tion agriculture generally requires short term, intensive man-
agement of a crop, while the philosophy behind landscape 
horticulture is the long term, sustainable management of a 
system. Therefore, those mulches that work best for crop 
production (including vegetable gardens) are often not the 
best choices for woody ornamental landscapes, and vice ver-
sa.  

Direct benefits The potential, dir ect benefits of any land-
scape mulch material can be grouped into four general cate-
gories:  1) Soil benefits:  improves structure, enhances gas 
transfer, enhances water infiltration and retention, prevents 
erosion and compaction and moderates temperatures.  2) 
Plant benefits are that mulch provides nutrients.  3)System 
benefits are that mulch suppresses pathogens and pests, en-
hancies beneficial organisms, increases biodiversity, and 
neutralizes pollutants, and 4) human benefits are economic, 
aesthetic, and mulch is easy to apply. 

An exhaustive review of the science behind landscape 
mulches is beyond the scope of this column (though I have 
just completed such a review for upcoming publication in a 
scientific journal). Instead, I’m going to address the docu-
mented benefits and drawbacks behind the use of arborist 
wood chips as a landscape mulch.  

Perfect choice In areas where tr ees ar e a dominant fea-
ture of the landscape, arborist wood chips represent one of 
the best mulch choices for trees and shrubs. A 1990 study 
evaluated the landscape mulch potential of 15 organic mate-
rials, including grass clippings, leaves, composts, yard 
wastes, bark, and wood chips. Wood chips were one of the 
best performers in terms of moisture retention, temperature 
moderation, weed control, and sustainability.  

In many urban areas, arborist wood chips are available for 
free, representing one of the most economically practical 
choices. Unlike the uniform nature of sawdust and bark 
mulches, wood chips include bark, wood, and often leaves. 

 The chemical and physical diversity of these materials re-
sists the tendency towards compaction seen in sawdust and 
bark. Additionally, the materials vary in their size and de-
composition rate, creating a more diverse environment that is 
subsequently colonized by a diverse soil biota. A biologically 
diverse soil biota is more resistant to environmental disturb-
ance and will in turn support a diverse and healthy plant pop-
ulation. Wood chips are considered to be slow decomposers, 

as their tissues are rich in lignin, suberin, tannins, and other 
decomposition-resistant, natural compounds. Thus, wood 
chips supply nutrients slowly to the system; at the same time 
they absorb significant amounts of water that is slowly re-
leased to the soil.  

It is not surprising that wood chips have been cited as superi-
or mulches for enhanced plant productivity. Wood chips 
have been especially effective in helping establish trees and 
native plants in urban and disturbed environments. Arborist 
wood chips provide incredible weed control in ornamental 
landscapes. The mechanism(s) by which wood chips prevent 
weed growth are not fully understood, but probably include 
light reduction (preventing germination of some seeds and 
reducing photosynthetic ability of buried leaves), allelopathy 
(inhibiting seed germination), and reduced nitrogen levels at 
the soil-mulch interface (reducing seedling survival). While 
there are imported wood mulches available for purchase at 
nurseries and home improvement centers, they are not as cost
-effective as locally produced wood chips, which are often 
free. In a society where using locally produced materials is 
increasingly popular as a measure of sustainability, arborist 
wood chips are a natural choice.  

Finally, the reuse of plant materials as mulches keeps them 
out of the landfill—a benefit with both economic and envi-
ronmental attributes.  

Drawbacks of wood chips— mulch ado about nothing 
There are a number of concerns surrounding the use of arbor-
ist wood chips as a landscape mulch. I have constructed a 
quick summary here. Relevant references can be found on 
the Web site listed in “More Information.” Overall, the com-
monly expressed concerns about woody mulches are not 
borne out in research trials.  

Concern: Woody mulches will acidify soils. Evidence: None. 
In field situations it is difficult to significantly alter soil pH 
without addition of chemicals. Transient changes in pH may 
be found in the decomposing mulch layer itself, but these 
have little effect on underlying soils.  

Concern: Woody mulches, such as cedar, leach allelopathic 
chemicals that kill other plants. Evidence: Many plant mate-
rials contain allelopathic chemicals, which can prevent seeds 
from germinating or kill young seedlings. Most compounds 
have no effect upon established plants. Only a few woody 
materials have been found to contain allelopathic chemicals 
(e.g. Juglans nigra, black walnut). Cedars (Thuja spp.) have 
not been found to have this ability.  

Concern: Mulches made from chipping diseased trees can 
infect healthy trees. Evidence: Most studies indicate that dis-
eased mulch cannot transmit pathogens to the roots of 
healthy trees. Under no circumstances should wood mulch be 
used as backfill. Not only is this a poor installation practice, 
but a potential mechanism for disease transfer as well. Fun-
gal communities found in wood chip mulches are generally 
decomposers, not pathogens. Under healthy soil conditions, 
beneficial and harmless fungi can out-compete pathogens for 
space on plant roots. Furthermore, healthy plants are not sus-
ceptible to opportunistic pathogens such as Armillaria and 

(Continued on page 11) 



 

Phytophthora, which are often ubiquitous but inactive in 
well-managed soils.  

Concern: Wood chips could be a fire hazard, particularly 
when they are used on landscapes around structures. Evi-
dence: Coarse textured organic mulches, like wood chips, 
are the least flammable of the organic mulches. Fine tex-
tured mulches are more likely to combust, and rubber mulch 
is the most hazardous of all tested landscape mulches.  

Concern: Wood chip mulches will tie up nitrogen and cause 
deficiencies in plants. Evidence: Actually, many studies 
have demonstrated that woody mulch materials increase 
nutrient levels in soils and/or associated plant foliage. My 
hypothesis is that a zone of nitrogen deficiency exists at the 
mulch/soil interface, inhibiting weed seed germination 
while having no influence upon established plant roots be-
low the soil surface. For this reason, it is inadvisable to use 
high C:N mulches in annual beds or vegetable gardens 
where the plants of interest do not have deep, extensive root 
systems.  

Concern: Woody mulches will attract termites, carpenter 
ants, and other pests. Evidence: Many wood-based mulches 
are not attractive to pest insects but are actually insect repel-
lent. For instance, cedar (Thuja) species produce thujone, 
which repels clothes moths, cockroaches, termites, carpet 
beetles, Argentine ants, and odorous house ants. In general, 
termites prefer higher nutrient woody materials, such as 
cardboard, rather than wood chips.  

Application Let wood chips age before using them if 
there are concerns about disease. Personally, I have never 
done this; I happen to love the smell of fresh wood chips 
and enjoy spreading them out over the landscape. Addition-
ally, some of the nutrient value (particularly nitrogen if the 
chips contain leaves or needles) will be lost in the compost-
ing process. Using fresh chips ensures that some of the foli-
ar nitrogen will feed the landscape rather than the compost 
pile. Before installing wood chips, create a thin underlying 
layer of a more nutrient rich mulch (like compost) if there 
are concerns about nutrient deficiencies. This “mulch sand-
wich” approach is a logical one that mimics what you 
would see in the mulch layer of a forest ecosystem. It’s not 
required, though, and over time a wood chip mulch will 
develop this same structure as the lower layers break down.  

Begin mulch application before annual weeds are estab-
lished. Mulch is most effective in suppressing weeds when 
weeds are not yet present on site. Therefore, bare soil 

should be mulched as soon as practical, especially in the 
spring and fall when weed seed germination is at its peak. If 
this is not possible, the most effective, non-chemical way to 
remove weeds prior to mulching is to mow them as close to 
the ground as possible, followed immediately by mulching. 
Prune or mow perennial weeds at the root crown in early 
spring when root resources are lowest (generally just as leaf 
growth begins). Extensive pulling of perennial weeds from 
unprotected soil is not recommended, as this disturbance 
will increase erosion, especially in sandy soils or in sloped 
areas. It is better to keep unprotected soil undisturbed. 
However, you can pull resprouting perennial weeds covered 
in mulch; the mulch layer prevents erosion and facilitates 
pulling. Remove all noxious weed materials from site to 
prevent rerooting or seeding.  

Self explanatory! Install chips to the desired depth. A 
successful wood chip mulch must be deep enough to sup-
press weeds and promote healthy soils and plants: research 
has demonstrated that weed control is directly linked to 
mulch depth, as is enhanced plant performance. A review of 
the research on coarse organic mulches and weed control 
reveals that shallow mulch layers will promote weed growth 
and/or require additional weed control measures. I recom-
mend 4-6 inches for ornamental sites and 8-12 inches for 
restoration sites and/or perennial weed problems.  

Keep mulch away from trunks of trees and shrubs. Piling 
mulch against the trunks of shrubs and trees creates a dark, 
moist, low oxygen environment to which above-ground tis-
sues are not adapted. Fungal diseases require a moist envi-
ronment to grow and reproduce; piling mulch on the trunk 
provides exactly the right conditions for fungi to enter the 
plant. Likewise, opportunistic borers are more likely to in-
vade a plant whose bark is wet due to excessive mulching. 
Rather than creating mulch volcanoes, instead taper the 
mulch down to nearly nothing as you approach the trunk. 
This donut-shaped application will protect the soil environ-
ment as well as the above-ground plant tissues. 

 Replace mulch as needed to maintain desired depth; re-
placement rate will depend on decomposition rate. Once 
mulch is applied, little management needs to be done other 
than reapplication to maintain minimum depth. High traffic 
areas are most likely to need replacement. n Arborist wood 
mulch, when used with contrasting landscape textures, such 
as the gravel, rock, and grass shown at right, produces a low
-maintenance but beautiful garden setting.  

Chemung County Fair 4-H Animal 
Shows 
Monday, August 3rd 

 9:00 AM 4-H Rabbit Show 
 7:30 PM Jr. Holstein Showmanship 

Tuesday, August 4th  

 4:30 PM 4-H Beef and Swine Shows 
 6:30 PM 4-H Dog Agility  

Wednesday, August 5th  

 9:30 AM 4-H Dairy Show – Fitting and Showmanship 

Thursday, August 6th  

 9:00 AM 4-H Sheep and Goat Show 
Friday, August 7th  

 1:00 PM 4-H Rabbit/Cavy Knowledge 
Saturday, August 8th  

 9 AM 4-H Dog Show 
 9:00 4-H Rabbit / Cavy Showman-

ship 
 1:00 4-H Pet Parade 
 6:00 4-H Livestock Auction  
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News and Notes for Farmers and Gardeners 
2015 Wool Pool in Morris, NY—This year's wool pool in 
the Southern Tier will be held Friday, September 11th 
from noon until 4 p.m. and Saturday, September 12th from 
8 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the Otsego County Fair Grounds in 
Morris, NY.  The pool will accept white and naturally 
colored wool and will be separated into three categories:  
naturally colored wool, clean white wool, and off-sorts/
short white wool.  For more information, please contact 
Sue Smith at 607-293-8810. 
present for this event. COST: $50 includes handouts and 
instruction.  
Pollinator Conservation Short Course USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Big Flats Plant Material 
Center, Corning, New York  Thursday, August 27, 2015 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm EST 
Learn how to attract native pollinators to fields, farms, and  
orchards.  The Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation developed the Pollinator Conservation Short 
Course to educate producers of bee-pollinated crops, 
agriculture employees, natural resource specialists, land 
managers, and conservation organization staff. 
This workshop will cover: 

 The economics of insect-pollinated crops, and the 
effects of pollinator decline 

 Identification of bees and how to distinguish them from 
other insects 

 Current best management practices that minimize land-
use impacts on pollinators 

 Assessment of pollinator habitat and to identify habitat 
deficiencies 

 Increasing and enhancing pollinator diversity on the 
land 

 Methods to design and implement habitat 
improvements, such as native plant restoration and nest 
site enhancements 

 Incorporating pollinators into land-management or 
policy decisions 

 Understanding the current Farm Bill pollinator 
conservation provisions and how to implement those 
provisions through USDA programs such as EQIP, 
CSP, and CRP 

Continuing Education Credits Available  
Certified Crop Adviser (5 CEUs) 
NYSDEC Pesticide Credits (4 CEUs) 
Certified Nursery Landscape Professional 
International Society of Arboriculture (4 CEUs) 
For more information or to register, visit the Xerces 
website at:  http://www.xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/ 
Making Better Use of Forages and Pasture Systems 
Saturday, July 18th, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Join NOFA-NY and Don Wild at Wild Acres Family Farm 
to learn how to make better use of your forages through 
small scale intensive pasture management.  Don Wild will 
demonstrate how he manages his pastures for optimum 
health in his sheep flock, reducing pest pressures while 
producing a highly nutritious forage diet.  He will show 
examples of expanding your grazing capacity through 
incorporating small grains, summer annuals and alternative 

forages into your pasture plan.  Don will also discuss 
fencing options including polywire, polytape, electro 
netting and high tensile fencing.  Tatiana Stanton from 
Cornell University will join us to discuss the on-farm study 
that Wild Acres is part of, looking at the effect of grazing 
birdsfoot trefoil on parasitic worm populations in sheep. 
Wild Acres Family Farm is a small diversified farm 
specializing in small ruminant management, multispecies 
grazing and vegetable production. Location:  Wild Acres 
Family Farm 5963 Rt. 98, Great Valley, NY 14741. 
Registration:      Registration fees are $15/person or $25 
two or more people/farm. To pre-register and pay, shop 
online at http://www.cvent.com/d/hrq34c or call Stephanie 
at 585-271-1979 ext. 509. Pre-registration is encouraged 
and closes at 4pm on 7/6/15. 
This event is produced by NOFA-NY in conjunction with 
the Cornell Sheep and Goat Program with support from the 
USDA-Risk Management Agency, USDA OREI and 
NESARE. 

 
Muscovy Duck now a Regulated Species   
The NYS DEC has 
announced its regulated 
species list, and Muscovy 
ducks are on the regulated 
list.  This means that "no 
person shall knowingly 
introduce into a free-living 
state or introduce by a means 
that one knew or should have 
known would lead to the 
introduction into a free-living 
state any regulated invasive species, although such species 
shall be legal to possess, sell, buy, propagate and 
transport." (NYS DEC website) 

 
USDA Announces New Patents  

WASHINGTON, June 24, 2015—Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack today announced a new report on discoveries 
by USDAresearchers that have led to new patents and 
inventions with the potential for commercial application 
and potential economic growth. USDA innovations 
included in this annual report range from USDA supported 
research that could offer solutions for millions who suffer 
allergies from peanuts and wheat to safe mosquito control 
that can help halt the transmission of diseases they spread, 
and others. 

"USDA has a proven track record of performing research 
that has tangible benefits for the American public, and 
studies have found every dollar invested in agricultural 
research returns $20 to our economy,"  said Secretary 
Vilsack. "USDA is now accelerating the 
commercialization of federal research, and government 
researchers are working closely with the private sector to 
develop new technology and transfer it to the 
marketplace." 

Highlighted discoveries from USDA's 2014 Technology 
Transfer Report include: 

http://www.xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/
http://www.cvent.com/d/hrq34c
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=bios_vilsack.xml&contentidonly=true
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=bios_vilsack.xml&contentidonly=true
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
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 Procedures to remove up to 98-percent of the allergens 
from peanuts without affecting the flavor; 

 A new process for pasteurizing shelled eggs using radio 
frequency energy that is 1.5 times faster than the current 
pasteurization process; 

 A portable method for identifying harmful bacteria in 
food that could improve the response to foodborne 
illness outbreaks; 

 A new method for mosquito control that specifically 
silences genes in the mosquito so it does not pose a 
danger to other insects, including pollinators; 

 A new soil nitrogen test that rapidly and inexpensively 
determines the total amount of nitrogen in the soil that is 
available to a plant, reducing costs for farmers while 
benefiting the environment; 

 Improved information on non-honey bee pollinators and 
methods for trapping bees to assure quality apple 
production. 

(Continued from page 12) 

NY Maple Producers Set Record  
(From NYS Ag & Markets Website) 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that maple syrup pro-
duction in New York reached its highest level in 70 years, al-
lowing the state to retain its standing as the second highest pro-
ducer of fresh maple syrup in America. New York’s maple 
farmers persevered through a challenging winter to produce a 
modern record of more than 601,000 gallons of syrup from 
more than 2.3 million taps across the state during the 2015 season.  
“Once again, New York’s maple syrup industry is thriving and breaking records in spite of 
tough conditions,” Governor Cuomo said. “Our state is an agricultural leader, with some of the 
most dedicated entrepreneurs and finest products around, and I encourage New Yorkers and 
visitors alike to discover this fantastic Empire State product for themselves.” 
According to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, the amount of maple syrup 
produced in New York was up 10.1 percent from 2014 and 4.7 percent from the previous mod-
ern production record in 2013. New York State comfortably retained its distinction as the na-

tion’s second-ranking producer of maple syrup, with an increased lead over third-ranked Maine by nearly 50,000 gal-
lons. Vermont, at 1.39 million gallons of syrup, is the nation’s top producing state. 
The amount produced is the most since 1944, the last year before the beginning of a long drop-off in the number of tree 
taps and the yield of syrup per tap. New York’s resurgence began in 2008 as vacuum pumping systems began to replace 
the metal tree taps and hanging buckets that have signified maple syrup farming for centuries.  
New York’s strong showing came despite a brutal last half of winter, which saw long stretches of bitter cold and heavy 
snows. Sap only begins to flow inside of trees when temperatures rise above freezing. As a result of the harsh weather, 
USDA estimates that the average maple syrup collecting season in 2015 was just 26 days. By comparison, the season 
was 40 days long on average during the previous modern record year in 2013. 

Tioga CCE Organizes Farm Tour for Missionary 
Last month, Tioga CCE hosted a farm tour for Ketula Katembo, a missionary from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo in preparation for his mission to the Quessua Mis-
sion in East Angola, Africa.   The mission was almost totally destroyed in the three 
decades of civil war that finally ended in 2002. The facility, which includes a church, a 
school, dormitories, and a farm, is still recovering.  Kutela will lead the mission in its 
aim to produce enough food to feed its students and community. Kutela Katembo also 
works with the annual conference in evolving a sustainable agriculture policy that can 
help to overcome hunger and poverty in the region. 

Michele Kline arranged for Kutela to visit two farms in Tioga County.   The first visit 
to the Strong Haven Farm in Smithboro where Kutela got an in-depth tour of  large-
scale, highly technical, and mechanized dairy and crop farm.  While Kutela will be 
managing a small subsistence farm in Africa as part of his mission, his formal educa-
tion is in agriculture and he enjoyed learning about farming using the large scale 
mechanization that once graced East Angola. 

We also visited Bloodnick Family Farm in Apalachin, NY.  Lisa and Brandon Blood-
nick discussed their horse powered plow, low-tech mechanization, low input irrigation 
system, and CSA marketing model.  Owego and Tioga County were among Kutela’s 
first stops of his 80 days of training in preparation for his placement as a missionary. 

above:  Michele Kline, Agriculture 
Educator (left), Kutela Katembo 
(center), Lisa Bloodnick of Bloodnick 
Family Farm in Apalachin   below:  
Lisa explains her plow’s 
‘horsepower’. 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension Serving Your Community 

Above:  Frank Wiles telling students about raising sheep for 
Agriculture Literacy Week.  Photo:  Pam Moore Barb Neal, CCE Tioga, begins the gar-

den segment for WETM-TV.  The seg-
ment will run each Friday at the noon 
newshour and will highlight tips to help 
your garden grow. 

Community Gardening Kickoff Celebration in Chemung 
County, photo courtesy of WETM-TV 

Master Gardeners tend the Demonstration 
Herb Garden in Owego. 

Tioga County Master Gardeners had a successful plant sale 
in June.  Photo:  Eleanor Ernst 

CCE Tioga is pleased to announce that they have been awarded a 
grant to develop an innovative way to teach Master Gardeners about 
Integrated Pest Management that will be used across the state in 
training new Master Gardeners.  Stay tuned for updates! 

Bottom Left:  Installing traps 
to monitor sweet corn pests.  
Right:   Assisting Cornell’s 
Berry Technician, Kaspar 
Keuhn and Terry & Mike Bish-
op (bottom) install their low 
tunnels and plant day-neutral 
strawberries as part of a re-
search project exploring the 
feasibility of extending the 
growing season using a plant 
bred for continual production 
planted in a system designed 
to protect from frost funded by 
the NY Farm Viability Institute 
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To Serve 

And 
Strengthen 

Agriculture 

Local Farms, 

Local Food, 
Local People 

Members are at the heart of Farm Bureau, a grassroots-driven organization of 
families and individuals in New York who care about agriculture. 

TIOGA COUNTY 

 

 

 

56 Foote Crossing Road 

Candor, NY 

(607) 760-1957 

Thank you Sponsors!  This newsletter reaches approximately 1,200 farmers and gardeners in Tioga and Chemung 
Counties every month.  It is made possible through the generous support of our sponsors!  Help us provide information to the 
public by becoming a sponsor! 
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Do you have questions or comments? 
 

Agriculture in Tioga or Chemung County:  
Michele Kline 

(607) 687-4020 Ext. 319 
ms328@cornell.edu 

 
Horticulture in Tioga or Chemung County:   

Barb Neal 
(607) 687-4020 Ext. 304 

ban1@cornell.edu 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020 
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