
N E W  Y O R K  C O U N T Y  A G E N T S :

Other counties quickly began forming 
their own Farm Bureaus, and in the 
year following the Broome experiment, 
five more Farm Bureaus were formed.

In 1914, M.C. Burritt was hired by 
Cornell University as state leader of 
county Agriculture Agents. Burritt was a 
key leader in establishing county Farm 
and Home Bureaus.

In 1910, Secretary of the 
Binghamton Chamber of Commerce, proposed 
a department in the chamber as a means of 
“extending to farmers the same opportunities 
now enjoyed by the businessmen of this city”.

The Lackawana Railroad and the United States 
Department of Agriculture provided funding and 
The New York State College of Agriculture would 
provide supervision.

The Chamber of Commerce provided office space 
within the newly formed Farm Bureau and a horse 
and buggy so that the new agent could visit farmers.

A 1906 graduate of Cornell University from Livingston 
County was 
offered employ-
ment as the first 
County Agent of 
the new Farm 
Bureau. His name 
was John H. 
Barron, and he 
began work on 
March 20, 1911.

Working with a somewhat skeptical audience at first, John Barron 
quickly learned that he could not do the job alone. James Quinn was 
elected the first president of the new Farm Bureau and a board of 
directors was established. The notion of “farmers helping farmers” 
was firmly taking root.
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The County Agent became a source of 
reliable information and a connection 
to the latest breakthroughs from the 
University. The County Agent was 
trusted because of his knowledge of 
science, but also because of his under-
standing of the real-life problems that 
farmers faced.

In 1955, 
Cooperative Extension and Farm and Home Bureaus separated. 
Extension would focus on educational activity, and Farm Bureau would 
work on behalf of farmers in policy development and the support 
of specific legislation.

As their 
reputations grew, so did 
the numbers of enrolled 
supporters or “members”. 
The Farm Bureau/Extension 
idea built upon enthusiastic 
involvement from the people 
that it served.

Today, agricultural agents work on issues of 
water quality, sustainable food practices, local 
food production, and traditional commodity areas. 
The challenges are still there but the context is 
different!
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This exhibit commemorates the 100th anniversary of New York Farm 
Bureau and Cornell Cooperative Extension, born as one organization 

in Broome County, New York, in 1911. From these roots grew 
two mighty institutions that serve the entire nation.




