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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 

THE GARDENS OF DEBBY AND BARTON JONES 
By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
“Genius loci” is a Latin phrase used in landscape design to describe the “spirit of place” in a 
garden or property.  Coined by the 18th century English poet, scholar, and gardener Alexander 
Pope, this term is used to describe the essence of a site in its natural state.  This concept of 
“genius loci” was Pope’s manifesto against all of the garden designers of his time who strived to 
recreate elaborate French or Italian gardens, regardless of what the features of the landscape 
might be.  Pope felt that every place had its own unique characteristics, or “spirits”, and these 
spirits should always be honored.  To follow the “genius loci” of a location, Pope believed that 
gardeners should use and enhance what nature had given them.   
 
While “genius loci” is a concept that can sometimes be difficult to explain, there is no doubt that 
when you see it, you get it.  And to see Pope’s manifesto in action, all one need do is venture 
into the beautiful gardens of Debby and Barton Jones of Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut.   
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Their lovingly restored and renovated Greek-Revival house sits perfectly on its site, where it 
serves as the focus for the surrounding gardens.  In a twist of “genius loci”, Barton Jones 
explained that these particular gardens came about as the result of a devastating, tree-
shattering storm.  Once a much smaller shade garden enclosed on one side by a long row of 
enormous evergreens, the site, post storm, morphed from shade into full sun overnight.  Along 
with the bright light, the newly altered space presented the Jones’ with another set of problems: 
large obtrusive tree stumps that were impossible to ignore. 

 
What to do?  Why, consult the “genius 
loci” of the place, of course!  Barton and 
Debby set about creating a new garden 
plan by camouflaging the stumps with 
sun-loving perennials and shrubs 
planted along winding pathways.  The 
forces of nature had given the couple 
the perfect opportunity for a new garden 
transformation. The “spirits” of the place 
were now different ones, and needed to 
be acknowledged. Debby and Barton 
heeded their call. 
 
 

The Jones’ have also honored the 
site’s Connecticut roots by using 
fieldstones from the nearby woods 
and incorporating them into the many 
retaining walls framing their gardens. 
These stone boundaries look as 
though they have been there forever, 
yet they are actually fairly new 
additions to the landscape.  Bordering 
the garden’s main stone wall is a 
lovely allee of Sargent crabapple 
trees that are fronted by Nepeta 
‘Walker’s Low’ catmint, a delightful 
pairing that leads the visitor from 
garden to sun deck. 

 
Along with the beautiful shrubs, perennials, and specimen 
trees, Debby has added her own magical touch by weaving 
whimsical flourishes throughout the garden.  Here you will find 
all varieties of birdhouses – even one with a stone chimney 
and windows!  There are lovely garden sculptures, wind 
chimes, bird baths, and free standing towers, all adorned with 
flowering vines.  A standout feature here is a garden seat that 
is backed by a curving arbor of woven willow branches, giving 
visitors a quiet place to rest and get out of the sun.  And 
Barton has added his own flight of fancy in the form of a 
boxwood topiary “dragon” that reclines along the top of a 
stone wall.  These two talented gardeners have formed quite 
a creative partnership! 
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The perennial plantings in this garden read as a “who’s who” of the 
most beautiful of flowering specimens.  There are tree peonies, 
roses, lilies, delphiniums, campanulas, irises and salvias among 
others - and most of them were in bloom at the time of our visit.  
Debby and Barton also maintain two thriving beehives in this space, 
and these lucky bees do not have far to wander to collect their nectar 
and pollen. 
 
There is a “Dutchman’s Pipe” arbor that looks like something out of 
Middle Earth, as well as a bower generously draped with wisteria.  
No matter where the garden path leads, there is always something 
around the bend placed there to delight the senses. Thyme grows 
between the pavers and lets out a delightful scent when stepped on.  
Water features abound, and intricate and twisting branch sculptures 
begged to be touched. 
 
As if this weren’t enough, there are also several gardens across the road, and here Debby and 
Barton have also heeded the call of the “genius loci”.  One exceptional feature of this area is a 
large and beautiful arbor that frames the view of the mountains in the distance to sublime effect.  
Vegetable gardens are located beside the historic barns, and a whimsical scarecrow “gardener” 

rests on the rocks, looking 
utterly exhausted.  Here one 
will also find perches to sit and 
take in all of the beauty that the 
countryside has to offer.  
 
 I can’t help but imagine 
Alexander Pope reclining in one 
of the Adirondack chairs, slowly 
nodding his head in approval. 
 
 
 
 
All photos courtesy of Master 
Gardener Volunteer Victoria Rolfe.     
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INVASIVE SPECIES AWARENESS WEEK JULY 12-18 
By Joyce d. Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
New York’s 2015 Invasive Species Awareness Week (ISAW) is Sunday July 12 through 
Saturday July 18. Activities throughout the state will promote knowledge and understanding of 
invasive species. The goal is to engage residents to help identify the presence of invasive 
species and stop their spread. Many activities and educational events will occur during the 
week. Go to www.nyis.info/blog for more state-wide information and go to www.lhprism.org for 
details in our Lower Hudson region 

Invasive species are plants which have been introduced into our landscapes from other places, 
which then thrive in our environment and cause harm. The key points are non-native and 
cause harm. With plants, the usual harm is that native varieties are crowded out and the 
insects which depend on them are also negatively affected. Identifying invasive species is the 
first step to controlling them.  
 
Some background:  Owning two large dogs is a good incentive to go 
on long walks. For the past thirty years or so (with different dogs) 
I’ve walked the same route several times a week. Down our long 
gravel driveway with mostly woods on either side, then a left turn 
down a one-lane wooded road for a mile along a creek,  or a right 
turn up the hill for 2-3 miles along a more travelled road mostly lined 
with shrubs and fields.   
 
Over the years, the terrain hasn’t changed much, but my 
observations have. I’ve learned a lot about what I see (e.g. plants, 
birds and insects) and learned what to look for (e.g. native and 
invasive species). I’ve been producing Dutchess Dirt for a little over 
3 years now, and most of the cover photos, plant quiz photos and 
articles I’ve written have been from the walks with my dogs.  
 
This past weekend, I gathered photos of common invasive plants and some insects to show you 
what they look like, right now in Dutchess County, so you can scout  
for them and remove them where possible.                           
 

  

Microstegium vimineum, 
Japanese stilt grass seedlings 
are growing along the edge of 
the road. 

Phragmites australis is 3-4’ 
tall but hasn’t started 
blooming yet. 
 

Bracco italiano pointing at 
Celastrus orbiculatus, 
Oriental bittersweet 

Polygonum cuspidatum, 
Japanese knotweed is 
starting to appear along the 
creek. 

http://www.nyis.info/blog
http://www.lhprism.org/
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Rosa multiflora is climbing 
everywhere.   

Celastrus orbiculatus, Oriental 
bittersweet, is climbing on 
Rhamnus Buckthorn trees 

Bittersweet berries are still 
green. 

Lonicera morrowii, 
Morrow’s  honeysuckle 
berries are red. 

Cynanchum, swallow-wort 
flowers are almost black. 

Euonymus alatus, winged 
burning bush berries are still 
green too. 

Adelges tsugae, hemlock 
woolly adelgid are pro-
tected with white fuzzy wax. 

Lymantria dispar 
Linnaeus, gypsy moth 
caterpillars are 
chomping on leaves. 

Thankfully, no Agrilus 
planipennis, emerald ash borer 
are in our neighborhood. 
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What can you do?  
Learn to identify invasive species and how to control their spread. Go to the New York Invasive 
Species Clearinghouse or Least Wanted: Alien Plant Invaders for a wealth of information. Learn 
how to distinguish native plants from invasive species and plant natives instead. There are 
many online resources for example, this book from the New York Botanical Garden “Mistaken 
Identify? Invasive Plants and their Native Look-Alikes”, and this NYIS page “Alternatives to 
Invasive Species Guidebook”.  Identifying insects can be tricky, but if you search, for example, 
“Emerald Ash Borer lookalikes” you’ll find information such as this EAB Poster. Finally, if you 
want to get involved as a volunteer to help public places like parks or hiking trails, NY/NJ Trail 
Conference Invasive Species Strike Force has many ongoing projects. 
   
What Else Can You Do? 
Gardeners: Ask your Nursery or Garden center which plants are native. Or call your local 
Cornell Cooperative Extension; they can help you select plants suited to your landscape that are 
either native or that do not show invasive tendencies. Remember, garden centers and nurseries 
carry what their customers ask for. You can help make the change: if you ask for native plants, 
growers will be more likely to stock them. Go to www.plants.usda.gov or 
www.wildflower.org/plants to verify which species are native.  
 
Boaters and Anglers: Clean, Drain Dry & Disinfect. When you leave a body of water, remove 
any visible mud, plants, fish or animals before transporting your equipment. Be sure to eliminate 
any water from your hidden areas like bait wells and bilges. Clean and dry anything that comes 
in contact with water (boats, trailers, equipment, even your dogs).  Never release plants, fish or 
animals into a body of water unless they came out of that body of water. If you have leftover 
bait, don’t just dump it out in the brush or into the water.  New York State maintains a list of 
approved baitfish species: ask your bait shop what they are carrying. Click here for Approved 
baitfish in New York State. For more information visit Preventing the Spread of aquatic Invasive 
Species.  
 
Hikers, Birders, Outdoor Enthusiasts: Chances are, you’re out there to enjoy nature. The last 
thing you want to do is introduce an invasive species. Clean equipment, boots, and gear 
between trips, preferably, before leaving an infested area. Make sure to remove all seeds and 
other plant parts. And since you’re already out there, learn to recognize and report invasive 
species. If you’d like to improve your ID skills and learn how to report what you’ve found, attend 
one of the many free iMap invasives trainings and weed ID classes offered throughout the 
Hudson Valley. 
 
Citizens: Chances are your municipality will have to 
pay for invasive species control or removal. Whether 
it’s a bad neighbor like running Bamboo 
(Phyllostachys sp.) or the sudden loss of trees on 
town property to Emerald Ash Borer, municipalities 
often have to foot the bill and pass the burden on to 
taxpayers. Get involved at the local level to 
encourage invasive species regulation and 
preparedness for your town or village. Don’t know 
where to start? See if your county has an emerald 
ash borer task force, or a citizen’s advisory 
committee.  
 
 

http://www.nyis.info/
http://www.nyis.info/
http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/factmain.htm
http://www.nybg.org/files/scientists/rnaczi/Mistaken_Identity_Final.pdf
http://www.nybg.org/files/scientists/rnaczi/Mistaken_Identity_Final.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=liisma_pages&page=alternatives
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=liisma_pages&page=alternatives
http://www.nyis.info/pdf/EAB_POSTER_NYS_Wanted_Look_Alikes.pdf
http://www.nynjtc.org/invasives
http://www.nynjtc.org/invasives
http://www.plants.usda.gov/
http://www.wildflower.org/plants
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/47282.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/47282.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/48221.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/48221.html
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Wednesday, July 8, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Orchids Primer” by 
CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator Joyce Tomaselli. For more information visit 
www.laglib.org  
 
Wednesday, July 15, 7 pm, Staatsburg Library,  70 Old Post Road, 70 Old Post Rd in 
Staatsburg on the corner of the Dinsmore Golf Course, “In De-Fence of Your Garden” by Master 
Gardener volunteer Mary Nisley. For more information visit http://staateburglibrary.org  
 
Sunday, July 19, 1-4pm, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden Association Interpretive Tours,  
Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park, weather permitting. 
Tours of the formal gardens by volunteers discussing the history of the gardens and the mission 
of the Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs, trees, and 
statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. Current 
projects also discussed: renovation of the “Cherry Walk and replanting of the rose garden 
terraces. The 1875 Toolhouse building will also be open with Vanderbilt-era photographs. Free 
to the public. Visitors should park in the Visitor Center parking lot, and walk down the gravel 
path from the mansion to the gardens. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org 
or visit http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 

Saturday July 25, 11am-3pm, Poughkeepsie Galleria, Hudson Valley Iris & Daylily Society 
Iris Show, features an amazing variety of daylilies grown in members’ gardens, with members 
available to answer questions. Many of the daylilies displayed will also be on sale at our annual 
iris and daylily sale in August 15 and 16 at the same location. Free and open to the public. 

Wednesday, August 5, 6:30-8:30pm, Adriance Library, 93 Market St. Poughkeepsie, The 
Power of Purple in Garden and Landscape Design, by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer 
Chris Ferrero. For more information visit www.poklib.org 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 6:30-8:30pm, Adriance Library, 93 Market St. Poughkeepsie, 
Composting/Vermicomposting by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Kathy Smith. For more 
information visit www.poklib.org 
 
Tuesday – Sunday, August 25-30, 10am – 7pm, the Dutchess County Fair Master Gardener 
volunteers will staff an exhibit on Home Composting, Recycling, and the ever popular “Ask the 
Master Gardener booth” in the lower level of the Horticulture Building. For more information on 
the Fair visit www.dutchessfair.com 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 

 Cornell Gypsy Moth Fact Sheet  

 Cornell Galls on Plants Fact Sheet  

 Cornell Native vs. Exotic for the Home Landscape Factsheet 

 New York State Prohibited and Regulated Invasive Plants  

 USDA Plants Profile Database 

 Native Plants Database - Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center  

 USDA Invasive Species Information Center 

http://www.laglib.org/
http://staateburglibrary.org/
http://www.poklib.org/
http://www.poklib.org/
http://www.dutchessfair.com/
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Gypsy-Moth-15uchhm.pdf
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Galls-on-Plants-158myw7.pdf
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/factsheets/ecogardening/native.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/isprohibitedplants2.pdf
http://plants.usda.gov/java/
https://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/plants/stiltgrass.shtml
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PLANT ID QUIZ 
 

                                 
 
Last month’s quiz: This shrub is growing at the 
edge of the woods here at our office. Its stems 
are covered in fine red bristles.  
 
It is Robinia hispida, Bristly Locust, a native 
plant. It can spread aggressively, but cold 
winters usually keep it in check. 

 
 This delightful collection of wildflowers is 
growing along the side of the road, less 
than one inch tall. Can you identify some 
of the flowers? 

   
   

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season. Samples for 
identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit 
our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

