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Hops Scouting Report 
Downy mildew continues to be the primary concern for hops around the state.  We included extensive information on 

downy mildew control measures in the last NEHA newsletter and encourage everyone to look at this document.  

Please contact Sarah (sjs299@cornell.edu) if you have not received the newsletter. 

 

A spray program is absolutely essential for control of this fungus.  This spring’s consistently wet, cool conditions are 

ideal for the spread of this pathogen.  It is likely to have overwintered in most hop yards after last year’s wet fall, and 

is now taking advantage of favorable conditions to spread widely.   It is likely that 6 or greater sprays will be needed to 

get through this season, alternating between phosphite and strobilurin mixtures.  If we can get a stretch of consistently 

dry weather, that will also help with the efficacy of spray materials.  We also highly recommend to everyone experi-

encing downy mildew for the first time that you begin thinking about 2016 and a control program that begins in April 

and continues throughout the season.  This is very similar to the approach NY grape and apple growers take to fungal 

pressure, and will need to be adopted by NY growers in order to combat future outbreaks. 

 

On the pest side, potato leaf hoppers continue to be a concern.  I am seeing some leaf burn on mature plants.  It is also 

very important to monitor for this pest on first year plantings, as they can kill young plants.  Two-spotted spider mites 

have just recently shown up in certain yards, and seem to prefer plants under stress.  As the weather warms, we will 

see a sharp increase in the pressure from this pest.  Japanese beetles and hops aphids have not shown up in any real 

numbers yet. 

 

Now is also a good time to begin thinking about removing basal leaves and increasing weed control.  As plants reach 

the top wire and stems get woody, chemical control can be considered.  Good luck to everyone in getting through a 

very tough spring.  Hopefully some dry weather will move in the mildew pressure will back off some. 

June 24, 2015 

2015 Cornell Integrated Hops Production Guide  
 

This guide contains information on site selection, nutrient management, soil 

health, cover crops, variety selection, pesticide use, sprayer technology and 

maintenance, and integrated pest management.  The 2015 Cornell Integrated 

Hops Production Guide can be ordered through our office. Just send a check 

for $32 and a note with your mailing address to Sarah and she will get it out 

to you the next day. It can also be ordered directly from the Cornell Store at 

Cornell University. To order from the Cornell Store, call (800) 624-4080 or 

order online at http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-guidelines.aspx. Cost for the 

Guide is $28 plus shipping. 

Funding for this program is provided by grants from NYS Department of Ag and Markets. 
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