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Last year I wrote about a new weed that may be appearing sporadically in land-
scapes in the Northeast . This weed, Pinellia ternata, is commonly known as Crow-
dipper or Green Dragon . Although closely related to jack-in-the pulpit, it lacks the 
size and beauty of that estimable plant . 

Crowdipper is a triple 
threat to become a lo-
cal garden thug; it can 
spread by very distinc-
tive bulbils (aerial tubers) 
that form a swollen look-
ing mass halfway up the 
petiole . The bulbils will 
harden and eventually 
fall to the soil and remain 
dormant until next sea-
son . The underground 
corms are also enlarg-
ing and reproducing on 
the ends of creeping 
rhizomes (underground 

stems). Finally, the flower head or spadix will become swollen with ripening seeds 
that disperse nearby . Altogether, these three dispersal mechanisms signal that 
this plant is well adapted to colonize and invade nearby areas . Crowdipper is na-
tive to East Asia where it is cultivated in some countries for its medicinal proper-
ties . The corms are poisonous, but have a variety of pharmaceutical uses when 
de-toxified. 

This weed has been found in a few locations in landscaped beds on Long Island 
and upstate New York recently . The reason that this plant is so worrisome is that 
once the corms are found in an area, it is nearly impossible to eradicate . Even re-
moving leaves has not proven a deterrent to rapid regrowth .

In the fall of 2014 we began a replicated control study to see if common landscape 
herbicides could be applied late in the season to prevent new shoot emergence 
the following spring. We have just completed the final evaluation for this study and 
have some interesting results to present . 

Our study examined the corm and foliar fresh weights 9 months after the fall 
(2014) treatment . The results indicate that postemergence applications of glypho-
sate (Roundup) either alone or in combination with flumioxazin (Sureguard) signifi-
cantly reduced the shoot number as well as the corm number the following spring 
compared to the untreated check . Nevertheless, there was still some emergence 
through all treatments in the spring . This indicates that once Crowdipper is es-
tablished in the landscape, more than one year of glyphosate application will be 
necessary to eradicate it . All the more reason to train the eye to look for this rather 
insignificant plant before it establishes. ●
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