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his past growing season for some soybean growers 

will likely be referred to as the year of the white 

mold disaster.  There was a widespread occurrence 

of white mold (or Sclerotinia Stem Rot) throughout 

Northern NY in the 2014 growing season. White mold is 

usually not a major problem in our region; however, 2014 

seemed to be an exception.  Let’s look back at what this 

disease is, how this happened and what management 

strategies can be used in the future to help reduce losses 

from white mold. 

What is this disease? 

White mold infections are favored by cool (59°F to 75°F), 

cloudy, wet, and humid weather conditions at soybean 

flowering.  This includes moist soil and high internal plant 

canopy moisture levels at flowering.  This disease is more 

likely to be found in fields that have high plant 

populations, high fertility, narrow row widths and planted 

to a susceptible variety. 

White mold is caused by a pathogenic fungus called 

Sclerotinia sclerotiorum. This fungus survives from year to 

year in the form of hard black masses resembling rat 

droppings called sclerotia.  The sclerotia may be found on 

the outer surface of the diseased plant, but may also be 

found inside the stems. Mature sclerotia are difficult to 

separate from harvested soybean grain and drop to the soil 

during harvest.  They can persist in the soil for 5 years, 

especially if buried by plowing. 

Most white mold disease begins from sclerotia already 

present in the soil.  The sclerotia germinate near the soil 

surface, releasing spores into the air at ground level under 

closed soybean plant canopy.  They form small tan 

mushroom shaped structures called apothecia.  It is the 

ascospores that infect the soybean flowers which lead to 

the infection in the stem of the soybean plant. 

How did it happen?   

If you had a field or fields with white mold this past 

season, there was an environment favorable to infection 

and disease development at time of flowering; the fungus 

was present in the field and a susceptible variety was 

planted.  It was also likely that there was a tall, thick dense 

canopy during the flowering stages (R1 through R3), 

providing an ideal environment for the white mold to 

develop.  This might explain why it was not found in every 

field on the farm. 

 

How do you manage this disease? 

Don’t spread it around the farm 

Do everything you can to minimize the spread of the 

sclerotia from field to field.  It is possible to introduce 

white mold sclerotia into a field by transferring grain or 

soil on contaminated equipment.  If you have a field with 

white mold present, harvest infected fields last and clean 

equipment between fields.  Likewise, recommendations are 

to till or plant fields with a history of infection last and 

carefully clean and inspect equipment between fields. 

Crop Rotation 

Maintain at least a two-or three-year crop rotation with  

non-host crops such as corn, small grains, and most forage 

crops.  Because the sclerotia live longer than one year, you 

should avoid planting soybeans back into an infected site 

after only one year of another crop. 

Tillage 

Avoid any tillage that will bury the white mold sclerotia in 

the plow layer where they can survive for multiple years.  

T 
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If infested residues and sclerotia are buried with deep 

tillage, plowing in a subsequent season can bring these 

sclerotia back to the surface and disperse them.  Consider 

using no till when planting the rotational crop.  No tillage 

will leave sclerotia on or near the soil surface and promote 

their germination under the subsequent crop such as corn. 

Consequently, the number of viable sclerotia that survive 

to the next soybean season is greatly reduced. 

Planting 

High plant populations and narrower row widths contribute 

to a much denser plant canopy that may favor disease 

development.  If you are planting soybeans in a field with a 

history of white mold, don’t plant higher than the 

recommended seeding rates based on row spacing.  For 

drilled soybeans a seeding rate of 170,000 seeds per acre; 

for 15-inch row spacing a seeding rate of 160,000 seeds 

per acre; and 150,000 seeds per acre for 30-inch row 

spacing.  These seeding rates can be 

reduced by 10,000 to 20,000 seeds per acre 

if you are using insecticide/fungicide treated 

seed.  Wider row spacing of 15 or 30 inches 

may provide some control but does not 

always reduce disease enough to increase 

yields.  Wider row spacing often decreases 

yields in the absence of white mold.  

 

Variety Selection 

There are no soybean varieties that are 

completely resistant to white mold.  

However, there are some varieties that are 

more resistant than others.  Because white 

mold is sporadic and varies from year to 

year, it is hard to say how much emphasis 

should be placed on choosing varieties 

based on resistance.   

 

Chemical Control 

Application of appropriate fungicides at 

flowering stage can provide suppression of 

white mold in soybeans.  If a fungicide is 

applied, the spray application needs to 

penetrate the canopy and reach the flowers.  

It may also require more than one 

application to protect the plant.  Some of the 

registered fungicides in New York include 

Topsin, Proline, Endura, and Aproach.  

Unless there is a history of white mold in a 

field though, it may be hard to justify 

applying a fungicide for the control of white 

mold. 

Biological Control 

A biological control has also been 

developed to degrade sclerotia on the soil.  

Contans (Coniothyrium minitans) is a 

naturally occurring soil fungus and is 

applied pre-emergence to reduce the number of viable 

sclerotia.  So far, Contans has mostly been tested for use in 

vegetable crops.  There are limited data available to 

support the effectiveness of C. minitans for white mold 

control in soybeans.   
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he 2015 edition of the Cornell Guide 

for Integrated Field Crop 

Management is now available. This 

annual publication provides up-to-

date field crop production information for 

New York State. It is designed as a practical 

guide for field crop producers, crop 

consultants, ag chemical dealers, and others 

who advise field crop producers. 

 

In addition to the annual variety and 

pesticide updates, highlighted changes in 

this edition of the Field Crops Guide 

include: 

 Significantly revised nutrient 

management information for all field 

crops. 

 Updated information on recycling 

agricultural plastics. 

 An expanded malting barley discussion. 

 

New for 2015 are three different product 

options for the Cornell Guidelines. Users 

can obtain a print copy, online-only access, 

or a package that combines print and online 

access. The print edition of the 2015 Field 

Crops Guide Cost is $26 plus shipping. 

Online-only access is $26. A combination of 

print and online access costs $36.50 plus 

shipping costs for the printed book. 

 

Cornell Guidelines can be obtained through 

your local Cornell Cooperative Extension 

office or from the Cornell Store at Cornell 

University. To order from the Cornell Store, 

call (800) 624-4080 or order online at http://

store.cornell.edu/c-874-pmep-manuals-and-

guidelines.aspx.  

2015 Cornell Guide for Integrated Field Crop Management 
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he end of harvest marks a good time to implement 

good management practices for yield monitors 

including taking steps to winterize 

components.  Yield monitors continue to increase and in 

most cases are standard options on today’s combines, with 

the yield mapping data being important information for 

precision agriculture services offered across the agriculture 

industry.  A good post-harvest combine maintenance plan 

should include provisions for looking over yield monitor 

components and possibly storing devices in conditioned 

locations to reduce warming and cooling cycles potentially 

generating condensation and ultimately unneeded corrosion 

or damage of electronics.   

 

Quality yield data is important today so properly cleaning 

and maintaining yield monitor components, such as the 

moisture and mass flow/volumetric sensors, is 

important.  The buildup of debris or worn parts will lead to 

inaccurate measurements by these sensors.  The accuracy of 

yield map data is dependent upon one’s ability to maintain 

and properly calibrate grain yield monitors.  Poorly 

maintained and calibrated yield monitors can lead to 

inaccurate data and thereby improper farm management 

decisions.  This point is especially important for farmers 

conducting on-farm research since yield maps are only as 

accurate as the data collected to create them. 

 

The following provides a suggested list of tips for post-

harvest tasks regarding yield monitors on combines.  You 

can also visit http://fabe.osu.edu/precisionag for additional 

Precision Ag information. 

 

1.    DATA CARD: 

 Take the time to create a backup copy of your raw yield 

data from the season.  This step should be taken before 

uploading yield data to a Farm Management 

Information System (FMIS) or providing to your 

trusted data consultant.  Make sure to place this backup 

copy in a secure and safe location at your house or 

office. 

 Cleanup the data card and delete old data to provide 

sufficient space for the upcoming season. 

 

2.    FIELD NOTES: 

 If you have not already completed, write down field 

notes from the growing season and during harvest.  We 

tend to forget information about field conditions and 

yield monitor operation that can influence the resulting 

yield maps.  This information will be important when 

analyzing or using to generate prescription maps. 

 A good practice is also documenting all your final 

calibration factors.  This information can be useful for 

the next growing season to compare if your factors 

significantly change possibly indicating a yield 

monitoring issue. 

 Document all your load weights used for calibrating 

your yield monitor.  Again, this information could be 

useful during post-season analysis. 

 

3.    DISPLAY: 

 Check the expiration dates for any subscription services 

you are purchasing such as for your GPS.  You might 

want to take care of subscriptions during the winter 

months. 

 After making sure all data is stored to a data card or 

uploaded to another storage location, turn off and 

consider storing inside for the winter. 

 Take a few minutes and check all in-cab cabling and 

connections for any damage. 

 

4.    GPS RECEIVER: 
 Suggest taking off the combine and storing inside if 

you are not storing the combine in a conditioned space. 

 Ensure any correction subscriptions will be renewed so 

ready for spring work. 

 

5.    MOISTURE SENSOR: 

 Remove sensor from housing and clean of debris, dirt, 

and grain. 

 Inspect for any excessive wear or damage of plates / 

fins.  If damaged, suggest replacing over the winter. 

 Look over the wiring harness and other electronic 

devices (e.g. electronic control units – ECU) connected 

to the moisture sensor for wear or damage. 

 

6.    MASS FLOW SENSOR: 

 Make sure there is no material built up on the impact 

plate. 

 Inspect for excessive wear and replace impact plate if 

needed. 

 Suggest making sure debris and dirt are cleaned from 

the area where the sensor is mounted since debris can 

attract rodents. 

 Look over wiring harness. 

 

7.   CLEAN GRAIN ELEVATOR: 

 Check for excessive wear of the elevator chain and 

paddles; replace if needed. 

 Ensure the elevator chain tension is adjusted properly. 

 Check both top and bottom bearings on the clean grain 

elevator. 

 If possible, engage separator to ensure the yield 

monitor system is reading the correct elevator speed. 

T 

Post-Harvest Guidelines for  Yield Monitors 
By: John Fulton, Ohio State University 
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s many of you recognize, reproduction is one of 

the major challenges on dairy farms, and most 

farms in the US honestly do not do well.   

 

At December’s session (2 of 3) of our continuing NNYDI 

workshop “Improving Reproductive Efficiency,” new 

ideas on breeding and synch programs were presented by 

Dr. Julio Giordano, DVM, PhD from the Cornell 

Veterinary School, along with economics of adapting 

these technologies.  This month’s session will primarily 

address how working with your herd veterinarian to 

implement these strategies can positively impact your 

herd health and reproductive efficiency. The relationship 

that mastitis (surprised?) and heat stress (no surprise) has 

on your herds’ fertility will also be discussed. 

 

Last month, with Dr. Tom Overton of Cornell, we also 

looked at new research into how transition cow and 

nutrition management affects your herds’ conception and 

pregnancy rates. 

 

In 2008, the reproductive physiology research group at the 

University of Wisconsin in Madison asked the question, 

“What factors are most responsible for determining if a 

cow will become pregnant or not?” Bunk space and 

stocking density jumped to the top of the list. (Mildly 

surprised? You shouldn’t be.) As we heard in last month’s 

session we have known for many years that proper 

nutrition as well as feeding management are prerequisites 

for high fertility in dairy cows. What has been overlooked 

is the role of sufficient bunk space and resting areas 

necessary for cows to become pregnant.  

 

High dry matter and energy intake are necessary in early 

lactation to minimize the degree of negative energy 

balance and incidence of metabolic disorders. If 

overcrowding disturbs normal feeding behavior and feed 

intake are compromised then it makes complete sense that 

it would interfere with reproductive success. The startling 

relationship that was observed between bunk space and 

reproduction was that, as bunk space decreased from 24 to 

12 inches per cow, percentage of cows pregnant by 150 

days in milk decreased from 70 to only 35%.  (The 

standard recommendation for bunk space is 24 inches for 

lactating cows and 30 inches for transitioning cows.) 

  

Consider a standard six-row barn. At 100% stocking 

density of stalls, there are only 16 inches of bunk space. 

When stall stocking density increases to 120% or greater, 

very quickly we reach a bunk space approaching 12 

inches.   Stocking density of 120% appears to be a normal 

practice on many dairies. Having fewer than 100% 

stocking rate for early fresh cows and/or separate groups 

for 1st calf heifers is also difficult to achieve.  

 

Compromised metabolic status, reduced lying time, and 

fewer available lock-ups all have a negative effect on 

compliance with estrus synchronization programs. We 

need to add poor reproductive performance to this litany 

of negative outcomes if we choose to overstock our barns. 

(Source- Dr. Rick Grant, W.H. Miner Institute) 

 

Want to know more?  

Attend the next session (3rd of 3) of the Northern New 

York Dairy Institute at CCE of Lewis County! This last 

session will be from 10 AM - 3 PM on January 13. 

 

The Relationship Between Mastitis and Reproductive 

Health - Dr. Jessica Scillieri Smith, Lab Director and 

Extension Veterinarian, Quality Milk Production Services.  

The Impact of Environment and Thermal Stress on 

Reproductive Efficiency - Kimberley Morrill, Ph.D., 

Regional Dairy Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension. 

The Importance of Herd Health Programs & Options 

on Pregnancy Detections - Dr. Mark Thomas, 

Countryside Veterinary Clinic /Dairy Health & 

Management Services. 

 

A 
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Subclinical Mastitis Affects Follicle Development 
Did you ever wonder if there is a connection between 

mastitis and reproduction performance on individual cows.  

Last month, researchers from Israel published a study where 

they examined the effects of mastitis on follicle growth in 

dairy cows.  They took a group of cows and induced 

subclinical mastitis with either gram-positive 

Staphylococcus aureus or gam-negative Escherichia coli.  

They followed the follicle growth on the ovaries of these 

cows with subclinical mastitis and compared it to follicular 

growth on the ovaries of control cows (no mastitis at all).  

 

Every cycle, a pool of follicles will grow and eventually 

one follicle is selected as the dominant follicle to ovulate.  

These researchers found that the number 

of follicles present was less in cows with 

subclinical mastitis compared to control 

cows.  They concluded that subclinical 

mastitis induced by toxins produced by 

gram negative and gram positive 

bacteria disrupts ovarian function.  The 

early selection of follicles for potential 

ovulation is susceptible to the effects of 

subclinical mastitis. 

 

BVD Vaccinations Improve 

Reproductive Performance 
In October of this year, researchers at 

Auburn University reviewed all 

published data on the effect of bovine 

viral diarrhea virus vaccination on 

reproductive performance.  The main 

effects of viral infection are associated 

with respiratory disease outbreaks and 

reproductive disease.  The BVD virus 

can cause in utero infections that result 

in a fetus being infected permanently.  

When born, these persistently infected 

or PI animals shed a large number of 

virus.  

 

They found that the number of abortions 

in cattle vaccinated against BVD 

decreased nearly 45% compared to 

unvaccinated cattle.  Also they found 

that fetal infection decreased by almost 

85% in cattle that were BVD vaccinated 

versus cattle not vaccinated against 

BVD. These researchers concluded that 

the decision to vaccinate is key to 

prevention of BVD related reproductive 

disease.  

Subclinical Mastitis Affects Follicle Development 
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For more information call Terri Taraska at 376-5270 or Ron Kuck at 788-8450. 

What are mycotoxins? 

Risk of Mycotoxins 

 

 

 Produced naturally by molds in the field and during 

storage of grains, feeds, and forages 

 Over 500 have been discovered; usually associated 

with diseased or moldy crops (mold growth is not 

always visible) 

 

Commonly analyzed mycotoxins include:  

 Deoxynivalenol (DON/vomitoxin) 

 Zearalenone 

 T-2 toxin 

 Fumonisin B 

 Aflatoxins 

 Ochratoxin 

 

Mycotoxins have a severe economic impact on farms: 

 Forage loss or reduced crop value 

 Reduced milk production 

 Milk or meat discards due to risk of contamination in 

the food chain 

 Increased mortality rates 

 Increased vaccination costs 

 Reproductive losses 

 Common molds and mycotoxins affecting ruminants 

 

Discussion of this information and more is available at a 

presentation by Dr. Weaver on January 20 at the 

Ridgeview Inn in Lowville (11:30 AM -1:30 PM).  

Alltech is partnering with the Cornell Cooperative 

Extension to host a Dairy Discussion meeting focusing on 

the Risk of Mycotoxins.  Dr. Alexander Weaver, from the 

Alltech Mycotoxin Management Team, will be speaking 

about mycotoxins and answering your questions.  

Attendees will enjoy a complimentary hot lunch and a 

great networking opportunity.  If you would like to attend, 

please RSVP to the Alltech Vermont Office by Friday, 

January 16th to (802)524-7460.  For more information call 

Terri Taraska at 376-5270 or Ron Kuck at 788-8450.   

Fungus Symptoms 

Penicillium Compromised rumen function, hemorrhaging in the digestive tract, 

immunosuppression 

Aspergillus Reduced feed intake, decreased milk production and weight gain, liver lesions 

and bleeding, reduced fertility, increased water intake, pulmonary edema 

Fusarium Reduced feed intake and weight gain, reduced milk production, digestive 

disorders, acute hemorrhagic enteritis, reproductive failure, increased mortality 
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 Email - rlaisdell@gmail.com 

  

Services: 
 Snow Removal 

 Maple syrup 

 Firewood and compost for sale. 

 General transport (hay, manure, sawdust, lime, 

ashes). 

 No till planting, sub-soiling and aeration plowing to 

improve water management on hay fields. 

 Experienced in building up soil quality quickly.     

Call Agrotecy, Dean Yancey, at 376-4713. 
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his winter is the time to familiarize yourself with all 

the opportunities available to you at farmer’s markets 

and get trained and signed up for the programs like 

FMNP, SNAP, WIC, and Senior programs. All these 

programs offer you a chance to sell more and allow you to 

work with an underserved segment of our local low income 

population. It is also the time to think about tuning up your 

market game with new signs or new matching market 

apparel. It’s a great time to increase your social media 

presence for your agribusiness too. Both of these activities 

will give you more market presence and drive sales to your 

market booth. 

 

CCE of Jefferson County will be offering trainings through 

New York Ag and Markets and the Farmers Market 

Federation of New York in FMNP, SNAP, and Senior 

Nutrition and we will advertise the program dates and events 

as they are announced. Plan on attending or sending key staff 

to be trained at the programs to be prepared for spring 

markets. We will also run WIC trainings through the spring 

in conjunction with these other programs. 

For more information about these and other programs offered 

by CCE of Jefferson County contact Steve Ledoux at 

swl73@cornell.edu or at 788-8450, ext. 324.   

Whose Farm Is It Anyway? 

 

 
  

The cover of the Ag Digest features a different Lewis 

County farm each month. The contest works like this:  

 

1. The challenge – look closely and let us know if you 

think you know either of the following: 

-     Farm name 

-     Farm owner name 

-     Detailed description of its location 

NOTE: If you need another hint, visit our web site at  

 http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccelewis/ and click on 

“Agriculture” where you will see the same farm from a 

different (often more common) angle. 

2.  Call CCE of Lewis County at 376-5270 with your 

guess no later than January 6
th

.  

3. All correct entries received by the deadline will be 

entered into a drawing.  The winner will receive a 

prize, sponsored by our advertisers.  

4. The answer and the winner will be announced in the 

next issue. 

5. You can only win a prize once each calendar year; 

however, the person with the most correct answers in a 

year will receive the Grand Prize.   

 

Last Month’s Winner was Bill Burke of Lowville, who 

correctly guessed it was the farm of Sharna and John 

Karelus on the East Road in Turin. Bill receives a $25 cash 

prize compliments of Northern New York Farmers 

Marketing  Co-op. 

T 

http://www.cce.cornell.edu/lewis
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or the record, the “shoebox is not an organizational 

system.  It tends to be a container with an amassed 

collection of receipts, statements, and cancelled 

checks in no particular order.  If the frustration of trying to 

get accounts in order is not enough motivation, think about 

the tax preparers and lenders who will be questioning their 

sanity for taking you as a client.  Orderly records can be 

relatively simple and can help to cut your costs.  A shoebox 

of unorganized receipts gets the billable hours tab rolling. 

 

Here are a few tips and tools to make your paper chase less 

frustrating and easier to handle.   

 

Realize the methods, systems, and standard procedures are 

what bring order to your office.  A few seconds of having a 

place for everything and everything in its place can save 

you an hour hunting for the feed bill or making a late 

payment, which costs not only invaluable time, but extra 

fees. 

 

Start simple, but do expand from a single unsorted box.  

The first line of attack could be a set of wire baskets or 

plastic sliding drawers labeled as one for unpaid bills, one 

for filing to be done, one for to do/read.  On a regular basis 

(daily, weekly, or monthly), the baskets are emptied by 

paying the bills, reconciling the bank statement and then 

methodically filing papers.  Put titles and permanent 

records in a safe or safe deposit box and read, file, or throw 

away newsletters, articles, and reports.  This system or 

something similar contains the papers, but gives them some 

relevance for easier access. 

 

The next step in the process is filing paperwork that needs 

to be maintained for taxes, reports, or warranty purposes.  

The filing system should be personalized so that it makes 

sense and will be used to cut the stress of record retrieval.   

Consider a monthly chronological, alphabetical, vendor or 

categorical (Auto, Feed, Utilities) filing system.  One way 

to start simple is to have a three-ring-binder or accordion 

file for paid bills and statements.  If you overdo, for 

example creating too many specific filing folders, then you 

will be less likely to use the system as it will become too 

stressful and time consuming.  Find a way to sort either by 

month, or corresponding bank statement, category, or 

vendor group that will make sense and help make retrieval 

easy without causing you to spend more time sorting than 

is necessary.  It may also be helpful to mark folders or 

items that are tax-related with either a big T or green dot 

for quick reference.  Again, it should be quick and simple.   

 

Use tools that are interesting and easy to follow.  Let a little 

bit of creativity and style help to make this process 

enjoyable.  Wire baskets are easy to see through and are 

light and stackable.  Milk crate boxes often have a ledge on 

the inner edge that will hold hanging file folders.  The 

crates can be stacked on top of each other.   

 

If you use folders (personally I like the file envelopes as 

three sides are enclosed and help contain the papers),  find 

assorted colors or labels that help you to easily discern 

what they represent (month, vendor, category, etc.)  Three-

ring notebooks come in a variety of colors, and sizes, and 

you can purchase binders that allow you to insert 

individually designed covers and spine labels to denote the 

purpose of that binder.  Binders can be stacked easily on a 

shelf or on top of a table.   

 

A good quality file cabinet is a standard tool for financial 

paperwork organization.  Some file cabinets add security 

with a locking system, and if they are of good quality, will 
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last a long time and drawers will slide without a problem.  

A file cabinet is naturally divided by drawers and you can 

add dividers within drawers to separate annual information, 

previous tax returns, manuals and warranty information, 

medical information, etc. 

 

Don’t forget that there are also electronic means to store 

information.  The Internal Revenue Service will accept 

electronic copies as long as they are identical to the original 

receipt and they are indexed and retrievable.  Basically, if 

you can print a copy, it is acceptable.  Be diligent in making 

sure the scan is legible and has all the pertinent information 

included.  Make backups of these files that can be retrieved 

should a computer hard drive crash or other 

disaster happen on premises.   Handheld 

devices with cameras and texting or email 

capabilities make it simple to snap a shot of a 

receipt and send it to the recordkeeper.  Use 

caution when using electronic means to 

record financial information.  Check privacy 

settings and do not use for complete 

identifiable account numbers as this can pose 

an identity theft risk. 

 

At the end of the year or after tax season, 

schedule a time to clean out unnecessary 

papers and file the permanent or tax papers 

in the appropriate space.  Create the space 

and filing system for the recordkeeping year.   

 

Even if your system is not “perfect,” 

consistently organize and categorize papers 

for better accessibility.  Fine tune as time 

allows or evaluate a new system if the 

current system is not working as you like.  

Check local office supply or department 

store aisles for additional storage ideas and 

tools.  Check books and websites if you need 

more assistance or ideas creating an 

organized paper system.   
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Have you ever  
considered a  

forestry  
management plan  

for your own  
woodlot  

or forest? 
 

Dan empie explains 
What you should 

Be looking for. 

 
any individuals purchase a property with woods 

and don't know what to do with it. With that being 

said, you need to consider your objectives as a 

woodlot owner, such as selling timber, wildlife protection, 

recreational purposes, or tapping trees for maple syrup.  

Having a clear sense and a written management plan will 

help you with your objectives for the present and future 

years to enjoy your land.  This can be accomplished whether 

you have 50 acres or 1000 acres. The process is the same. 

 

Dan Empie is a Forestry Consultant who graduated from 

The College of Environmental Science and Forestry at 

Syracuse (ESF), He has worked for Forecon, Inc., a forestry 

consulting firm in Jamestown, NY; Ethan Allen Furniture in 

Boonville, NY and Lyonsdale Biomass in Lyons Falls, NY, 

in both Consultant and Procurement Forester positions until 

2006 when he decided to start his own forestry consultant 

business, Forest Pond Forestry, LLC. 

 

So what does a Forestry Consultant do?  Dan will walk your 

property to help you determine what trees will stay and what 

trees should be cut to best achieve your objectives.   Dan 

suggests looking at forestry as a long-term process and 

manage your land based on the different resources that are 

present in your woods.  Unlike a farmer who changes crops 

yearly, you are working with what already exists. Things to 

consider are tree species diversity, soil type, drainage and 

ground moisture, prevalent diseases, the potential for insect 

infestation, along with climate and elevation. If you hope to 

promote wildlife use of your property, consider planting or 

broadcasting acorns, beech nuts, black cherry, raspberries, 

and blackberries. Wildlife food plots dispersed through your 

H 

M 

Forestry 
consulting 

Mellissa Spence, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 

of Lewis County 
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NORTHERN NEW YORK 

FARMER’S MARKETING CO-OP   
RT. 26, LOWVILLE, NY                                                          

 

NNY IS THE ONLY NEW YORK STATE               

LIVESTOCK MARKET OWNED AND OPERATED 

BY LOCAL FARMERS. 

 

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY AT 

2:00 P.M. CALVES FOLLOWED BY DAIRY, MISC. 

THEN BEEF. DAIRY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 

COMPLETE FARM DISPERSAL SERVICE 

AVAILABLE ON YOUR FARM OR AT OUR 

AUCTION FACILITY. 

 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED TO     

ARRANGE TRUCKING TO NNY, THEN CONTACT 

THE MARKET. 

PRESIDENT: DARRYL ROGGIE                                                 

VICE  

PRESIDENT: DAN O’BRIEN              

TREASURER: PAUL WAITE              

SECRETARY: MIKE SULLIVAN  

MARKET                  

MANAGER                    

& AUCTIONEER         

TED SIMMONS     

376-7441 

 

As of December 31, 2014, the 

minimum wage will increase from 

$8.00 to $8.75.  All employers who 

have non-exempt (hourly) employees 

must pay the minimum wage.  Look 

in the Ag Digest next month for a 

copy of the 2015 minimum wage 

poster.  If you have questions, look 

on the New York Department of 

Labor website.   

 

http://www.labor.ny.gov/

workerprotection/laborstandards/

workprot/minwage.shtm 

 

woods may encourage deer, turkey, and other species to stay 

and raise their young.  If maple syrup production is your 

goal, then the size of each tree’s crown (consider each leaf 

to be a mini solar panel) should be considered an important 

variable for improving sap production. 

 

Dan describes that managing a forest is similar to tending 

your garden. In the garden, you thin out the carrots that are 

small, and less vigorous, to favor the larger ones.  With less 

competition for water, nutrients, and light, the remaining 

plants will develop into larger carrots in less time.  Good 

management practices involve deciding what the landowner 

wants to accomplish with the property. Do you want to 

remove all the timber, manage your forest sustainably as a 

means of income, make trails for hiking and four wheeling, 

produce maple syrup, or encourage wildlife regeneration for 

the avid hunter or animal lover? 

 

A woodlot with a lot of diversity can be divided up into 

'stands' for management purposes.  Some stands may only 

need some firewood removed at this time, while others may 

be ready for a full scale timber harvest.  Part of a 

consultant’s job is to help the owner conduct a timber 

harvest.  This involves providing the owner with a summary 

and evaluation of trees to be removed in order to 

accomplish the goals that the owner has been working 

toward.  Trees are usually painted and their volume and 

number by species recorded at this time.  A summary, or 

timber offering, may be sent out to numerous potential 

buyers that the consultant thinks may be interested in the 

timber.  A bid opening may occur and the timber is usually 

sold to the highest bidder.  The consultant then will provide 

the owner with sale and harvesting agreements that clarify 

the details of the sale and stipulate all the conditions under 

which the harvest will take place. The owner receives 

payment in full before a single tree is cut, certificates of 

insurance from the buyer and harvester, and a performance 

bond (held by the consultant) to insure all the stipulations of 

the sale agreement are being met.  The Forestry Consultant 

then inspects the harvesting operation from beginning to 

end. 

 

So, if you are looking to have a woodlot forestry 

management plan, Dan suggests you find an individual that 

has a college degree in forestry, has plenty of good 

references, and is knowledgeable about contractual 

agreements. These recommendations may save you from 

being a victim of timber theft where dishonest individuals 

take advantage of trusting people. 

 

If this article has jolted your mind, please consider working 

with a Forestry Consultant to determine whether or not a 

management plan will help you fulfill the objectives you 

hope to achieve.  As a forest landowner, whether you love 

being outdoors, looking at nature, or seeing wildlife, think 

about what the future holds with your investment. 
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Farm Machinery,  
Equipment, and Supplies 

WANTED: Hydrolic spools and 

control for back hoe digger.  John 

Deere 440-model 50.  Call 658-9923. 
 

FOR SALE: JD 945 Hydroswing 

discbine, $9,000. NH  315 square 

baler, $5,000. Kverneland 5 bottom 

plows, $5,000. Kverneland 4 bottom 

plows, $3,000. 2 Dion wagons, $1,200 

with gears, $500 without. 767-0846.  

 

FOR SALE: New Holland 276 square 

baler, field ready. $2,500 OBO.  

Call 846–5307. 
 

FOR SALE: (1) Surge Alamo vacuum 

pump 1400, 5 horsepower direct drive. 

(1) Nu Pulse pipeline milker for 100’ 

barn receiver.  Washer. Sink. Six units.  

Call 482-9092.  
 

FOR SALE: Large thermal pride oil 

furnace for shop.  Good condition with 

pipe and controls. Call 482-9092. 

 

FOR SALE: John Deere 2755 with 

Great Bend 440 loader. 75 hp diesel. 

$14,000.  Call 777-2304. 

 

FOR SALE: (1) 16’ Val Matel silio 

unloader (used for two years), (1) 20’ 

patz silio unloader. (2) Patz barn 

cleaner units with motors, and (1) 

nupulse pipeline. Call (315) 777-7631. 
 

FOR SALE: Belarus 925 4X4 with 

cab.  Runs good but needs some work. 

$4,500 OBO. Call 346-9911. 

Cattle/Livestock 

FOR SALE: Great Bend 760 loader. 

Good condition. Quick attach bucket. 

$5000 call 767-5688  

 

 

FOR SALE: Certified Organic 

Pastured whole and half hogs for 

spring harvest.  Reserve your pork 

now.  We will raise it for you over the 

winter.  You will have chops, ham, and 

bacon in your freezer next spring. 

Cross Island Farms, 315-482-3663 or 

organic@crossislandfarms.com. 

 

FOR SALE: Certified Organic Feeder 

and Breeder piglets: Purebred Large 

Blacks (with or without papers) and 

Tamworth / Yorkshire / Large Black 

Crosses. $100 and up. Cross Island 

Farms. 315-482-3663 or 

organic@crossislandfarms.com. 

For Farmers only: To place a free classified advertisement in CCE’s Ag Classifieds, please fill out this form and mail to: Lori Robinson at 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown, NY, 13601. Or, you may email your ad to Lori 

Robinson at lmr92@cornell.edu.   Please provide all information requested below. Unless specified, your ad will run one time only, in the next 

monthly publication. Additional ads may be written on another sheet of paper. Please limit each ad to 25 words or less and include your contact info. 

Deadline for submitting ad(s) is the second Monday of the month for the following month’s publication.  
 

NAME:__________________________________________________         FARM NAME:  _______________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________            CITY: ____________________________           ZIP:  _____________ 
 

PHONE:  ____________________________              AD SECTION:_________________                  MONTH(S) TO RUN AD:  _____________ 
 

AD:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AD:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Jefferson and Lewis Counties reserve the right to reject any advertisement deemed unsuitable for our publication. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Jefferson and Lewis Counties do not endorse any advertised product or business. We are providing an informational service only. 

How to Advertise in CCE’s Ag 
Classifieds 

 

Farmers: Advertising in CCE’s Ag 

Classifieds is FREE for farmers. To 

place an advertisement,  fill out the 

“For Farmers only” form in this 

publication or email to Lori Robinson at 

lmr92@cornell.edu by the second 

Monday of the month before you want 

your ad to appear. Publication is the 

first week of every month. 

 

Fine Print: To qualify for free 

advertising, you must meet all of the 

following criteria: 

 You must own, rent, or be employed 

on a farm. 

 Your farm must be actively engaged 

in the production of agricultural 

commodities, such as milk, meat, 

eggs, produce, animal by-products, 

or feed, etc. 

 Your goods must relate to farming. 
 

Anyone wishing to purchase a larger 

display ad in the newsletter, should call 

Kris Panowicz at (315) 376-5270 for 

more information. (Al l income 

generated from the sale of ads goes to 

publication and mailing costs). 

Crops/Seed/Hay 
 

FOR SALE: USDA & NOFA-NY 

certified organic small square bales 

(mixed grasses) $3.00/bale. Call Tim at 

658-2374.  30820 State Rt. 180, Stone 

Mills, NY. 

CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties 

reserve the right to reject any 

advertisement deemed unsuitable for 

our publication. 
 

CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties do 

not endorse any advertised product or 

business—we are providing an 

informational service only. 
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Friday 

January 9 

12:30 PM - 2:30 PM 

CCE Shop Meeting-No Till 

John Williams’, 3526 Roberts Road in Carthage 

See page 3 for more inform3526 ation. 

Terri Taraska  

376-5270 or  

tt394@cornell.edu 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

January 13 & 14 

 

NY FarmNet: Who Will Manage Your Farm Tomorrow? 

DoubleTree Hotel in East Syracuse, NY 

To register go to  

http://www.nyfarmnet.org/ 

1-800-547-3276  

Tuesday  

January 13 

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Northern NY Dairy Institute (Session 3) 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County in Lowville 

See page 9 for more information. 

Terri Taraska at 376-5270 or  

tt394@cornell.edu  

Ron Kuck at 788-8450 or 

rak76@cornell.edu 

Wednesday 

January 14 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Beef 101 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

This meeting is going to cover basic management practices. 

Steve Ledoux 

788-8450 or 

swl73@cornell.edu 

Fri., Sat., & Sun. 

January 16-18 

NY Beef Producers’ Association 

DoubleTree Hotel in East Syracuse, NY 

See page 8 for more information. 

To register go to: 

http://www.nybpa.org/ 

and print out a form to mail in. 

Tuesday 

January 20 

11:30 PM - 1:30 PM 

Risk of Mycotoxins 

Ridgeview Inn, 6912 Bardo Road in Lowville 

See page 11 for more information. 

Terri Taraska at 376-5270 or  

tt394@cornell.edu  

Ron Kuck at 788-8450 or 

rak76@cornell.edu 

Wednesday  

January 21 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Maple & Honey Production 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

See page 13 for more information. 

Steve Ledoux 

788-8450 or 

swl73@cornell.edu 

Thursdays 

February 12 & 26 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Regional Calf Management Training Workshop 

Farm Credit East in Burrville 

Terri Taraska  

376-5270 or  

tt394@cornell.edu 

Enrollment Reminder! 
Please enroll for 2015 if you haven’t done so already.  If you 

have any questions regarding enrollment, call CCE - Lewis 

County at 376-5270. 

Office Closed: 
 

Monday, January 19, 2015 

 


