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Let’s Talk Horticulture 
 
May is such a glorious month. Every week something 
new is blooming. Between the flowers, the trees and the  
shrubs, it’s a show that doesn’t stop and often continues 
right on into June.  Right now you are probably forget-
ting all about the terrible winter we just went through. 

Don’t forget it entirely. Remembering last winter will help you enjoy each warm, 
sunny, humid day coming our way soon! It will also help you to be a better gar-
dener. Should you have protected your plants a bit more? Thrown some extra 
mulch on those roses or wrapped your evergreens? Built a teepee over your foun-
dation plantings that didn’t fair very well from the heavy snow load? 
 

Take note. Every year is a learning year when you are a gardener. Every year 
teaches us a lesson about the next year. And if we are lucky, we get a whole new 
season to work on correcting the mistakes of the previous season over and over 
and over again. 
 

Happy (late) Spring and Happy Gardening! The Master Gardener helpline is offi-
cially open and manned 2-3 times a week. Call 334-5841 ext. 13 to get answers to 
your gardening, lawn care, orchard growing and bug i.d. questions (and more!) 
from seasoned pros. 
 

Hypertufa……...hyper what?  

 
I’m a bit particular when it comes to containers. I 
think plastic containers have their place but every 
chance I have, I really love the look of aged terra 
cotta pots or other natural looking pots like hyper-
tufa. Hypertufa is a mixture of water, cement, peat 
moss, and sand or perlite. Wire mesh is often used 
to provide more stability. Hypertufa is breathable, 
natural looking and since you can make it at home 
you can add your favorite stones or other decora-

tive items (shards of pottery). It can be quite heavy so if you choose to try and make a con-
tainer at home, start small. Hypertufa can be 
perfect for growing things like alpine plants, sand 
loving plants that like frequent watering but pre-
fer to dry out quickly in between. I once kept  
Viola pedata or Birdsfoot violet very happy in 
pure sand in a hypertufa container for several 
seasons.  You can use a mold of nearly any shape 
or size. Many containers will last through the 
winter, but for really severe winters like this last 
one, the containers should probably be protect-
ed or taken indoors.  
 Hypertufa containers can be made with children and workshops I’ve attended were 
very full. People love making their own shape and size of container!  If you’re interested in 
a hypertufa workshop call me, I’ve been considering doing one this summer if the interest 
is there: Patty 607-334-5841 ext. 16. Or if you’d like to try making hypertufa at home, click 
on the link in the left sidebar of our website:  
http://chenango.cce.cornell.edu/gardening-horticulture 

Roadside Bloomer 

Report 

 

The month: May/June 

The topic: Hey, what’s that plant? 
 

 

Chokecherry 

Prunus virginiana 

Sweetly-scented white flowers produced 

in bottle-brush clusters in May. that  

often droop down, followed by berries 

that ripen to a deep reddish black, 

chokecherries are nearly done bloom-

ing by now but still have more to offer. 

They are called ‘choke’ cherries be-

cause the small cherries they produce 

are very astringent and make your 

mouth feel dry when eaten right off the 

tree. Used to make delicious jams and 

jellies, they are a true cherry with an 

actual pit that should not be consumed. 
 

Ragged Robin  

Lychnis flos-cuculi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swaths of pink are starting to fade on 

the hillsides in many meadows and hay 

fields. These nonnatives are responsi-

ble for that. Pretty and enjoying a bit of 

extra moisture in the soil, they can  

cover whole fields much to the joy of 

many a passerby. 

Patty Stimmel; Horticulture Educator 
 patty.stimmel@cornell.edu; 607-334-5841 x16 

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIPE
https://www.google.com/search?q=hypertufa&tbm=isch&imgil=VOA7t8qnEUq1uM%253A%253B3T5WkDjUhDw2RM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fhypertufamolds.net%25252Fgardening%25252Fwhat-is-hypertufa%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=VOA7t8qnEUq1uM%253A%252C3T5WkDjUhDw2RM%252C_&u
https://www.google.com/search?q=hypertufa&tbm=isch&imgil=VOA7t8qnEUq1uM%253A%253B3T5WkDjUhDw2RM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fhypertufamolds.net%25252Fgardening%25252Fwhat-is-hypertufa%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=VOA7t8qnEUq1uM%253A%252C3T5WkDjUhDw2RM%252C_&u
http://chenango.cce.cornell.edu/gardening-horticulture
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=215
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Most insects we encounter on a daily basis are not 
pests. They are harmless or beneficial. 
A pest is generally defined as any organism that causes annoyance 
or injury to human beings or human possessions or interests.   The 
injury may be physical (bites and stings), medical (causing illness or 
disease), or economic (monetary loss to goods or property). 
 “Out of the 800,000 – 1,000,000 species of insects that have been 
described so far, not more than 1,000 (about 1/10 of 1%) can be re-
garded as serious pests, and less than 10,000 (about 1%) are even oc-
casional or sporadic pests. “ – Source: NCSU Extension 
 

We want insect populations in the garden! Diverse, healthy habi-
tats promote beneficial insects that minimize pest insects. 
The best pest management approach starts with cultural practices 
(i.e. managing the growing environment through gardening prac-
tices including crop rotations, time of planting and harvesting). 
Non-chemical solutions are more likely to resolve the problem not 
just the symptom. View the presence of pest insects or diseases as 
a symptom of a larger deficiency in your garden such as the need 
for a habitat for predator insects. A quick fix from the garden cen-
ter shelf will not do. Look within the larger system for a more long-
term solution. Getting to know insect pests as well as the beneficial 
insects that exist in the landscape helps you make better manage-
ment decisions. 

Unfortunately fear of insects and 
arthropods as nuisances and 
dangers is widespread. Engaging 
in routine observations of insects 
in our lawns, gardens and land-
scapes using insect sweeps and 
scouting  will help us better un-
derstand the important positive 
role of insects in a healthy eco-
system. There are thousands of 

possible insects to identify. Start by familiarizing yourself with both 
common beneficial and pest species as well as learning insect fea-
tures that are important for identification. No luck finding a match? 
If you really must know, consider taking the insect sample to your 
local Cooperative Extension office or submit a sample to the Cor-
nell Insect Diagnostic Lab ($25 fee per sample). 
—Article taken from Cornell Garden-Based Learning website 

Learn a Thing or Two 
 
Sustainable Rose Gardening 
July 7th 6-8pm in the Human Services Complex at 323 Owego Street 
in Montour Falls, NY 14865. Growing roses is not as difficult as most 
people think. If you plant the right rose in the right place and follow 
some simple guidelines, you don't need chemical sprays and fertiliz-
ers. Learn the tricks of the trade from Der Rosenmeister! A school 
teacher and staff trainer by day, Lee Ginenthal has been growing 
roses for over 30 years in the Finger Lakes region of NY. Lee is the 
owner of Der Rosenmeister Nursery, a small, family owned bou-
tique nursery specializing in select, cold hardy, disease resistant 
roses.  Please register to reserve your spot by calling Roger Ort at 
607-535-7161, email rlo28@cornell.edu and don’t forget to like our 
Facebook event page https://www.facebook.com/
events/731184640325365//  

 
 

Managing Diseases of Tomato Plants 
July 9th, 6:30-8:30 held at CCE-Tompkins Education, 615 
Willow Avenue, Ithaca. Did your plants succumb to diseas-
es in 2014? Learn to identify common diseases of tomato 
plants, such as early blight, and learn organic and integrat-
ed pest management techniques to keep your tomatoes 
plants healthy and productive. Cost $5-$10 (s.s.f) 

 
 

Celebration of Extension-Garden Based Learning 

June 24th from 1pm-4pm- Please join CCE Schuyler at Hid-
den Valley 4-H Camp. Enjoy an afternoon of Garden Based 
Learning, Hands-on activities, plants, insects, art and farm 
to table workshops! www.cceschuyler.org or join our Cele-
bration Facebook events page https://
www.facebook.com/events/762106780574488/  Please 
feel free to call 607-535-7161 if you have any questions.  

 

Want to subscribe or unsubscribe? Please email: patty.stimmel@cornell.edu 
The once monthly Horticulture HUB is published through Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chenango County. Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 

Protected Veterans and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. All images and content are for educational purposes only and are not to be used  

commercially.  Some content and images may be used with permission, contact Patty Stimmel (email above) for more information. 

Plant Rant 

Good or bad, this is where a plant gets their due! 
 

Dwarf Korean Lilac or Syringa meyeri 

’Palibin’ is blooming about now if you happen to 

have one. Considered a dwarf lilac because it will top 
out at 6 feet tall rather than 20 feet tall like common 
lilacs, all parts of it are smaller than common lilacs 
except for the scent. Its flowers and leaves are small-
er but the flowers pack a wallop for scent. Heady and 
strong, if you want to get everyone asking ‘What’s 
that gorgeous smell?’ plant a ‘Palibin’. Very easy to 
care for and not as susceptible to powdery mildew as 
common lilacs, it’s a lilac I love to rant about and have 
had great success growing. 

 
 
 
 
NAME: Dwarf Korean Lilac or Syringa meyeri ’Palibin’ 
HEIGHT: Max 6’ tall 
EXPOSURE/SOIL: Full, part sun, part shade—flowers 
best in full sun 
FACTOIDS: Palibin will flower better the following year 
if you deadhead the flowers before they go to seed 
 

OF interest 
Websites (CTRL + click to go to site) 
Palibin lilac: http://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?
kempercode=a286 
 
Recipe for Chokecherry Jam: 
http://www.food.com/recipe/
chokecherry-jelly-101749 
 
Biological controls in the garden 
 
YouTube Video on identifying the good 
bugs 

Connect with Us! 

On the Web 
www.cce.cornell.edu/chenango 

On Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ccechenango 

On Twitter 

@ccechenango 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Lacewing—a Good Guy! 
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