
June 2015  Page 1 
 

Dutchess 
Dirt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 
A gardening newsletter from:  

 

 
 

Issue #95, June 2015  
 

 

 

 
2015 MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE SUMMARY 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 
 

This year’s Master Gardener Plant Sale was another great success, thanks to all the hard work 
of the Master Gardener volunteers and generous support from the community. Many shoppers, 
young and old, happily filled boxes, wagons and cars with annuals, vegetables, foliage plants, 
herbs and perennials.  
 

 
 
Last year I wrote about all the activities of the week of the sale. Click here for June 2014 
Dutchess Dirt. This year I thought you’d enjoy reading about the rest of the year.  

 
Although the Plant Sale is only two days long, the Master Gardener activities to support the sale 

are throughout the year. In autumn, the foliage “mother plants”, mostly from Solenostemon 

scutellarioides (aka Coleus) are removed from the beds in the front of the building, and cuttings 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/perch/resources/dutchess-dirt-june-2014.pdf
http://www.ccedutchess.org/perch/resources/dutchess-dirt-june-2014.pdf
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are started indoors. They go through a few iterations of growing up and cuttings creation until 

mid-March.  

 

Mid-March is when the greenhouse heat is turned on, 

primarily to receive the tiny plugs of annuals from a 

greenhouse in New Hampshire and herbs from a local 

business near Newburgh.  

 

We grow our vegetables and some herbs and flowers 

from seed. The cuttings are moved out to the 

greenhouse at this point to bask in the light and warmth. 

 

The schedule for seeds sowing is calculated from each 

seed’s germination time plus time for growth such that 

the plants are ready for the sale. Seeds are sown in 

market packs and when they have their second “true” 

leaves, are moved up to 4 inch pots. Scores of 

volunteers work in the greenhouse in late March and 

early April (wearing layers - it’s hot inside, and cold 

outside!) There are different places in the greenhouse 

which are better for cooler plants such as kale, or heat 

and sun lovers like peppers so plants are positioned 

accordingly to grow contentedly. 

  

Throughout April, perennials are donated from Master Gardener’s gardens and potted before 

the beginning of May so their roots are well established for the sale. And from mid-March to May 

15, the watering team is working every day.  

 

After the sale, the greenhouse is used to store a few annuals which will be planted in our 

demonstration gardens at the Farm & Home Center. Also, remember those “Mother Plants”? 

They are planted in the Nursery Bed to grow into cuttings for next year’s sale.   

 

 

The proceeds from this sale help us continue our Master Gardener volunteer and community 

educational programming. Your support is greatly appreciated.  
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    DISEASES OF TOMATOES 
As we happily plant our newly acquired tomato plants, it’s easy to forget that in a few weeks we 
might be looking at diseased leaves asking, “What is that?” and “What do I do about it”? There 
are three common blights of tomatoes; Early Blight and Septoria Leaf Spot which are not very 
harmful, and Late Blight which can destroy an entire crop in a few days. This article outlines 
how to identify these common blights of tomato and provides advice for their management and 
control. 
 
In all cases, Do not put infected plant material in your compost.  Always remember to clean 
your pruning shears and any other tools with alcohol after using them on one plant and before 
moving to the next to prevent spreading disease throughout your garden. 
 
Also, practice good gardening habits. Water early in the day and avoid wetting leaves. Space 
plants and eliminate nearby weeds to allow good air circulation. Remove any diseased and 
fallen leaves.  
 

WHICH BLIGHT IS IT?  
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT. 

By Heather Brenner, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
There are certain factors needed for Late Blight to develop and thrive: the pathogen 
(Phytophthora infestans), moisture and the correct temperature.  Moisture is required for this 
pathogen to reproduce, which can be rainfall, dew, irrigation, or even fog.  It’s not the amount of 
moisture that is as important as the period of time the leaves are wet, usually 8-12 hours.  The 
other important factor is temperature, it cannot be too cold or too warm, ideal temperature is 
between 60 and 80 degrees.  The pathogen spreads to healthy tissue by rain splash or by the 
wind.   
 
Late Blight can occur when the humidity exceeds 90%, the white spores appear around leaf and 
stem, and fruit lesions.  Lesions on the leaves have rounded edges and are not bounded by leaf 
veins.  The fruit lesions are brown and firm and stem lesions are brown with a greasy 
appearance.  The pathogen can come from infected potato seed tubers or overwintering potato 
tubers.  The infection can also come from infected tomato seedlings that were grown in an area 
where late blight was active.  It can also come from infected petunia seedlings, but this is rare.  
The spores can be moved by the wind, up to 30 miles of a disease outbreak.  There are no soil 
treatments because the pathogen that currently exists in the USA does not produce dormant 
spores.  The late blight pathogen requires a living host to survive from season to season. 

        
                                    First sign of late blight                  Late blight leaf lesions                  Late blight leaf lesions 

Photos courtesy of Cornell University CALS LIHREC 
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Late blight can affect several different plant species.  In Canada and the USA, it has been 
reported to infect hairy nightshade (Solanum sarachiodes), bittersweet (S. dulcamara) and 
Petunia (Petunia hybride) in addition to potatoes and tomatoes.  
 

                     
 
 
It is very important to monitor and inspect your plants often, identify the disease early and 
destroy affected plant tissue immediately.  
 
The best way to destroy plant tissue is to bag it and throw it away or you can bury it at least 2’ 
below the soil surface.  To repeat: Do not put infected plant material in your compost.  
Always remember to clean your pruning shears and any other tools with alcohol after using 
them on one plant and before moving to the next to prevent spreading disease throughout your 
garden. It is important to understand that late blight cannot be left unmanaged due to the 
potential impact on surrounding areas.  Total crop loss is not unusual with this disease.  Late 
blight is a ‘community disease’ because it is very destructive and it is highly contagious among 
plants (it caused the Irish Potato Famine mid-19th century).   
 
Tomato varieties that are late blight resistant include: Defiant, Mountain Magic, Mountain Merit, 
Mountain Fresh, Plum Regal, Jasper, Lemon Drop, Pruden’s Purple, and Iron Lady. 
 
Visit www.usablight.org to learn more about late blight and current information on late blight 
outbreaks. 
 
There are a couple of other blights to look out for in your garden, that I will also mention briefly. 
 
Septoria Leaf Spot can occur after long periods of rainy days or wet conditions and 
temperatures between 59-80 degrees.  It can be spread by water splash, hands and clothing, 
insects, and cultivation equipment.  Lesions are round with a reddish-gray border.  The centers 
of the spots are gray or tan with tiny black dots.  Spots may also appear on the stems, calyxes, 
and blossoms- but rarely on fruit. 

       
 

Late blight stem and leaf lesions                         Late blight damage on fruit 
Photos courtesy of Cornell University CALS LIHREC 

                                                Septoria leaf spot photos 
Photos courtesy of T.A. Zitter, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
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Although this fungus (Septoria lycopersici) does not live in the soil, it can survive from season to 
season on diseased plants that remain in the soil.  It can overwinter on solanaceous weeds 
including: jimsonweed (Datura stramonium), horsenettle (Solanum carolinense), groundcherry 
(Physalis subglabrata) and black nightshade (Solanum nigrum).  It will also affect potato and 
eggplant crops.  Tomato seed has been shown to carry spores and produce infected seedlings.  
When buying or saving seeds be sure to acquire seeds from a disease free source and/or 
purchase a disease resistant variety.  Remove and destroy tomato debris immediately after 
harvesting and be sure to rotate crops with at least a two year rotation to help prevent 
reinfection.  There are registered fungicides for use on tomatoes that effectively control Septoria 
leaf spot if caught early and the label directions are followed.   

 
 Early Blight is a fungus (Alternaria solani) that will affect potatoes, tomatoes and eggplant. The 
lesions on the leaves are often bounded by leaf veins and look like targets and are commonly 
found on lower, older leaves.  There may also be lesions around the fruit’s stem.  If early blight 
is left uncontrolled it can result in defoliation and reduction in yield.  This fungus overwinters in 
potato tubers and in dead infected plant debris.  The infection can spread during and after long 
periods of wet weather, and daytime temperatures between 75-80 degrees.  These fungus 
spores invade the tissue primarily through cuts and/or wounds.   
 

             
lesions                  Late blight leaf lesions                   
 
 
To help prevent future infections, plant only certified or disease free seed and preferably a 
variety that is disease resistant.  Make sure you rotate crops with at least a two year rotation, 
especially if you have experienced a fungus issue.  Remove and destroy any diseased plant 
debris, but not in your compost.   
 
Read more: Early Blight and Septoria Leaf Spot of Tomato  and Late Blight on Tomato 
 
 

SIMPLE ON-GROUND COMPOST SYSTEMS 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
Have you decided to start composting at home? Or perhaps renovate or upgrade your current 
composting system? Spring is a good time for construction of on-ground systems, before 
garden debris or grass clippings and leaves start piling up. Also the natural heat of summer will 
give your compost a good start before winter.  

There are many designs and materials which can be used to create an on-ground compost 
system. There are key considerations, however, to keep in mind.  

                                 Early blight leaf lesions                     Early blight on fruit calyx and stems  
Photos courtesy of Cornell University CALS LIHREC 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/5202/Early_Blight_and_Septoria_Leaf_Spot_of_Tomato.pdf?1418416849
http://www.longislandhort.cornell.edu/vegpath/photos/lateblight_tomato.htm
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Location: Choose a level, well-drained area which is convenient to your gardening activities 
and food waste sources, but will not be unsightly to you or your neighbors.  

Size: A pile should be at least 1 cubic yard in volume (3’ x 3’ x 3’) so that it can retain enough 
heat to help reduce pathogens and speed the decomposition process. Larger piles (up to 7’ x 7’ 
x 7’) can create the right conditions for thermophilic compost which also kills weed seeds.  

Air: As compost materials start to heat up, air is drawn from the bottom through the pile, which 
is needed by the organisms who are aiding decomposition. Always plan for a layer of sticks or 
wood chips at the bottom of your system.   
 
Design: On-ground systems in general help contain material, allow easy turning, and provide 
access from the soil for worms and other decomposers. Some also can be designed to exclude 
pests with a lining of hardware cloth or with a hinged or removable lid.    
 
The simplest on-ground system is a compost pile. It doesn’t look very tidy, though.  
 
Inexpensive bins can be created from discarded wood pallets, lumber (never use treated wood), 
or wire mesh. Square bins (3’ x 3’ and as tall as is comfortable) usually have 3 fixed sides, with 
a removable 4th side to ease turning. Some designs also add a top lid on hinges. Round bins (at 
least 3’ in diameter) usually are tied with short pieces of wire or plastic which can be removed 
for turning the compost and then re-tied.  
 

Single bin systems when full, are left 
in place for decomposition to 
complete. A square 3-bin system, 
such as the one at CCEDC, can be 
used to process a large amount of 
materials quickly in three steps. 
When the first bin is full, the 
contents are turned into the second 
bin, and the first bin is re-filled. Then 
the second is turned into the third, 
the first into the second, and the first 
is refilled. By then, the material in 
the third bin is finished and ready to 
use in our gardens.  

 
Above-ground composting systems can also be constructed inexpensively. A favorite at CCEDC 
is “Stealth Composting” for food waste. The approach is to take a plastic container, drill holes in 
it for drainage, and put wood chips in the bottom. Then place it in a slightly larger plastic 
container which also has wood chips in the bottom. A good example is a pair of garbage cans, 
or square storage bins. These can be located in a garage, on an apartment balcony. Click here 
for CCE Tompkins County Stealth Composting instructions.  
 
Consider the amount of waste you will be composting, where the system can be located, how 
often you plan to turn the materials and how quickly you would like to have completed compost 
when choosing your design. The Cornell Waste Management Institute has a vast amount of 
information on composting.  Click here for Designs for Composting Systems 
 
        

http://ccetompkins.org/resources/compost-stealth-indoor-composting
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/composting.htm
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/designscompostingsystems.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Thursday, June 4, 6:30 pm, Freedom Plains Grange Hall, 20 Dr. Fink Rd. LaGrangeville,  
“Ornamental Grasses” by Master Gardener volunteer Philomena Kiernan. 
 
Saturday & Sunday, June 6 & 7, noon – 4, Country Living Fair, Dutchess County 
Fairgrounds CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers will answer gardening and composting 
questions at the Hudson Valley Seed Library booth.  
 
Saturday June 6, 10 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY,  
“Garden Coloring Book” by Master Gardener volunteer Danielle Rudi. For more information visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 
 
Friday June 12, 2-8pm, Walkway Expo, Poughkeepsie Civic Center Master Gardener 
volunteers will staff an exhibit on Home Composting and Recycling. For more information on the 
Marathon and Expo visit www.walkwaymarathon.org. 
 
Sunday, June 14, noon to 5pm, Beacon Sloop Club Strawberry Festival, “Come Grow With 
Us” hands-on children’s activities led by Master Gardener volunteers. Beacon Riverfront Park. 
Admission is free, held rain or shine. For more information go to www.beaconsloop.org  
 
Sunday, June 14, 11am – 2pm, FW Vanderbilt Garden Association Fundraising Brunch, at 
Joseph’s Steak House, 728 Violet Avenue (route 9G) Hyde Park. The brunch will be four 
courses plus a complimentary Mimosa for only $19.00. When making reservations mention the 
fundraiser. Call Joseph’s Steak House at (845)473-2333. For further information, e-mail 
info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432 
 
Wednesday, June 17, 6:30 pm, Millbrook Free Library, 3 Friendly Lane, Millbrook, NY 
“Adding Herbs to your Garden” by Master Gardener volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more 
information visit http://millbrooklibrary.org 
 
Saturday June 20, 9am – 3 pm, Hyde Park in Bloom garden tour, 'Water & Land, Labors of 
Love' begins at NYS Taconic Regional Headquarters 9 Old Post Road, Staatsburg. The event 
begins with a brunch and proceeds with a self-guided tour of 6 private gardens in the Hyde Park 
area. Brunch is from 9am-11am; gardens are open from 10am-3pm. Children over 12 are 
welcome. No handicapped access. Admission: $35 in advance, $40 day of event. Includes a 
light brunch and entry into 6 private gardens Tickets may be purchased by sending a check to 
HPVEC, PO Box 125, Hyde Park, NY 12538 or contact us by email at hpvecboard@gmail.com 
or call 845-229-5955. 
 
Sunday, June 21, 1-4pm, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden Association Interpretive Tours,  
Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park, weather permitting. 
Tours of the formal gardens by volunteers discussing the history of the gardens and the mission 
of the Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs, trees, and 
statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. Current 
projects also discussed: renovation of the “Cherry Walk and replanting of the rose garden 
terraces. The 1875 Toolhouse building will also be open with Vanderbilt-era photographs. Free 
to the public. Visitors should park in the Visitor Center parking lot, and walk down the gravel 
path from the mansion to the gardens. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org 
or visit http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 

file://CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://www.walkwaymarathon.org/
http://www.beaconsloop.org/
http://millbrooklibrary.org/
mailto:hpvecboard@gmail.com
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Thursday, June 25, 7 pm, Staatsburg Library,  70 Old Post Road, 70 Old Post Rd in 
Staatsburg on the corner of the Dinsmore Golf Course, “Totally Tomatoes” by Master Gardener 
volunteer Mary Nisley. For more information visit http://staateburglibrary.org 

 
 

PLANT ID QUIZ 
 

      
 
Last month’s quiz: Can you identify this shrub 
by its spring leaves and buds? 
 
Yes, it’s a Lilac. 

 
 This month’s quiz: This shrub is growing 
at the edge of the woods here at our 
office. Its stems are covered in fine red 
bristles. Do you know what it is? 

    
 

DECEMBER’S PLANT ID QUIZ UPDATED 

                                                
 

 
In December the clue was: “This poor confused 
plant was photographed on November 14. If you 
saw it growing at its normal time, you would 
probably recognize it. Do you know what it is?” 
 

 
Happily the Arisaema triphyllum, jack-in-
the-pulpit, regrew this spring, emerging 
about a week later than others nearby. The 
weeds around it are now removed and 
several new seedlings are thriving.    

http://staateburglibrary.org/
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WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 
 

 Early Blight and Septoria Leaf Spot of Tomato   

 Late Blight on Tomato 

 Cornell Tomato Disease Resistance Table 

 Late Blight Management in Tomato with Resistant Varieties 

 CCE Tompkins County Stealth Composting 

 Designs for Composting Systems 

 Cornell Waste Management Institute 

 Composting at Home - The Green and Brown Alternative 
 
 
 
   
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season. Samples for 
identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit 
our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/5202/Early_Blight_and_Septoria_Leaf_Spot_of_Tomato.pdf?1418416849
http://www.longislandhort.cornell.edu/vegpath/photos/lateblight_tomato.htm
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/Tables/TomatoTable.html
http://www.extension.org/pages/72678/late-blight-management-in-tomato-with-resistant-varieties
http://ccetompkins.org/resources/compost-stealth-indoor-composting
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/designscompostingsystems.pdf
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/composting.htm
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/compostingathome.pdf
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

