
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County 

Board of Directors  

September 25, 2014  

 

The September 25, 2014 meeting of the Cornell Cooperative Extension Board of Directors was 

called to order by Vice-President, Ken Ward at 5:49 p.m. in the CCE Offices, Steuben County 

office building. 

 

Members Present: Amy Irvine, Ken Ward, Bill Peoples, Gary Temple, John Murphy, and Hilda 

Lando. 

 

Staff Present: Tom Tomsa, Robert Shirley, and Carla Dawejko 

  

Approval of August 28, 2014 minutes: Bill Peoples made a motion to approve the minutes 

from the August 28, 2014 meeting. John Murphy seconded the motion. There was no further 

discussion and the motion was carried unanimously. 

 

Reports:  

Executive Director: 

Tom reported the following to the board: 

 

 We were supposed to have received notification on the Request For Proposal (RFP) for 

the Finger Lakes region Eat Smart New York grant by September 1, but we have yet to 

hear anything from New York State OTDA. Tom also heard that the NYS OTDA was 30 

days late submitting the RFP for New York State to the USDA who funds this program. 

He is not sure how this late submission plays into not yet hearing about our RFP. Tom 

has been working with the committee putting together position descriptions so that they 

are ready to go in the event we are awarded the funding.  

 

 Likewise, we have not heard about our RFP for the Farmers’ Market Promotion Program 

(FMPP) that is also funded through the USDA. We were supposed to have heard by 

September 21, so it has only been a few days late. 

 

 There was a meeting at Pro Action on September 18th with all of the site coordinators of 

the 21st Century after school grant that we are involved with. Our staff presented them 

with a menu of programs that we could offer and they will look it over and let us know 

what programs they want for each of their sites. Tom passed out a copy of the menu for 

the board to see.  

 

 Tom has put together the 4-H Volunteer Position Description for the Assistant 

Coordinator position of the 4-H Shooting Sports Program. He is going to serve as the 

staff coordinator this time around so that we can avoid some of the same problems that 

forced us to suspend the program last year. The Assistant Coordinators, which will be 2 

or 3 people in different parts of the county, will be carefully considered by interviews and 



screening to make sure that we get the right people for the position. Tom passed out a 

copy of the position description for the board to read.  

 

 

Public Affairs:  

 

 Carla sent out an annual appeal to people who have donated to the association in the past. 

They were given options to donate to specific programs or to the general association. We 

have received about 1K back in donations. 

 

 Carla prepared a new marketing brochure to promote the Expanded Food and Nutrition 

Education Program (EFNEP). She is very close to getting it approved by CCE 

administration. She passed out a brochure to the board to review.  

 

 Carla prepared a brochure promoting the first annual Southern Tier Financial 

Conference: Financial Education for Women by Women, which is a collaborative 

effort between CCE-Steuben financial management educator, Nancy 

Reigelsperger; CFP, MPAS, Amy Irvine, and CEO ServU Federal Credit Union, 

Nancy Williamson. The event is scheduled for Saturday, October 25, 2014 from 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Center, 400 Park Ave., Corning, NY.  The speakers 

for the day will include:  

 Amy Irvine, CFP, MPAS and Caitlin Fuller will speak on Developing 

Your Plan for a Journey with Money (retirement, social security, 

insurance, investing, and estate). 

 Nancy Reigelsperger, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County 

financial educator will cover, Dealing with Clutter: Emotional, Mental and 

Physical. 

 Nancy Williamson, ServU Credit Union, will talk about Protecting Your 

Credit Health & Identity. 

 

The keynote for the day will be Deanna Courtney, owner of Activate Wellness Naturally 

in Tupper Lake. She will speak on Stress Management and its Impact on your Health.  

 

Gary Temple commented that he thought that this was an outstanding idea.  

 

 Carla has been asked to be a presenter at the Finger Lakes Shared Business Network 

regional training day that will be held on October 24, 2014 at the Geneva Experiment 

Station. She has been asked to speak on how CCE associations should go about 

developing a marketing strategy and plan.  

 



 Cate Sirek, FLSBN IT Lead, will be coming here on Tuesday, September 30 to train our 

staff on how to best use Outlook and a new teleconferencing software included in Office 

2013 called Lync.  

 

 S.T.O.R.E. is going very well. She passed out a map of all the vendors, which showed 

very few spots left. The social marketing firm that was hired as part of Peggy Coleman’s 

grant has been amazing. They have been able to get the number of Facebook likes up to 

3,200. Carla passed out a volunteer application to board members and encouraged them 

to help recruit volunteers to help with the event. CCE-Steuben is going to have a booth at 

the show this year as suggested by the S.T.O.R.E. committee, who felt we needed to have 

more of presence to make it clear to the public that this is not a show coordinated by 

Wilkins RV. Carla is set to tape two of WETM’s Community Focuses. Cabella’s, who 

came onboard as a sponsor this year, reached out to Carla to tell her if it is successful as 

they suspect it will be, they will be able to do more next year, especially with regards to 

the seminars. Carla and Peggy Coleman spoke to the Bath Rotary club about the show 

explaining the different volunteering opportunities. They also told them their vision of 

this show being community driven by volunteers serving on the show committee. She 

hopes this will lead to some new volunteers for the event. 

 

 

CER Report: 

 

None  

 

Program Area Reports: 

 

 Ag & NR Program Advisory Committee: There is no report. The committee has not 

met since the last board meeting.  

 

 4-H Youth Development Committee: Tom reported the following to the board: the 

majority of the meeting was spent on developing the Volunteer Position Description 

for the Assistant Coordinator position of the 4-H Shooting Sports Committee as he 

discussed previously in his report. The rest of the meeting was spent on minor fair 

issues, which didn’t amount to much at all.  

 

 Human Ecology Committee: There is no report. The committee is scheduled to meet 

next week.  

 

Old Business: 

 

None 

 

 

 



New Business: 

 

Tom passed out a copy of the 2014-15 Activity Update that he was asked to present at the 

October 1, 2014 AIP committee of the Steuben County Legislature. Tom took the initiatives that 

were presented as part of the 2015 budget request and updated the committee on the things that 

they have not yet heard about. The report talked about the following: 

 

 How to maximize the potential for specialty crop production in high tunnels and 

development of new market channels for extended season produce.  

 

 The support for the development of new Steuben County Farm Markets at Heron Hill and 

the village of Painted Post. 

 

 The 5th Annual Local Foods Festival with over 400 attendees, which connects producers 

with consumers.  

 

 Working with the Steuben County Planning Department, SCIDA, and the Bergmann 

Group on updating the Steuben County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan to 

develop a thriving agricultural economy. 

 

 The revamping and reprinting of 5,000 copies of the Steuben County Farm Guide, which 

includes 16 additional farms, 3 more Farm Markets, and 4 more breweries.  

 

 A workshop on March 12 on growing hops and barely with 85 program participants. 

 

 G.A.P.S. training to fresh produce growers in the GVRMA to enable producers to 

develop food safety plans in compliance with new FDA regulations with funding from 

NYSDAM. 
 

 “Meat suite” website that connects producers with consumers to expand local freezer 

trade.  
 

 “Meat Locker” project will establish freezer storage sites in Ithaca and Corning.  

 

 “Harvest New York” regional agriculture program will serve farmers in Steuben and 

WNY.  
 

 Dairy Acceleration Program will provide dairy producers with financial analysis and 

business planning. 
 

 8th Annual Southern Tier Outdoor Show on October 11-12 will likely exceed 2013’s 

record number of exhibitors (130) and anticipate weekend attendance in excess of 7,000 

people.  
 

 Grant writing committee prepared a $1.3 million dollar proposal for the 11 county Finger 

Lakes region ESNY RFP, with hubs in Wayne and Steuben County.  



 Cooking Matters No Kid Hungry at the STORE will provide grocery tours for families 

and seniors to help them stretch food dollars, compare prices, make healthier food 

choices, read unit pricing labels and use the My Plate guide to include more fruits, 

vegetables, whole grains, low fat dairy, and lean protein in their diet. Tours will be 

conducted in Bath, Canisteo, Hornell and Painted Post.  

 

Tom passed out a copy of the 2015 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben Volunteer 

Leadership Report. There are 4 positions on the Ag and Natural Resource Program Committee, 1 

on the 4-H Youth Development Program Committee, and 1 on the Human Ecology Program 

Committee that need to be filled.  

 

Tom explained that a Nominating Committee needs to be formed, which consists of at least five 

people and made up of no more than two sitting board members. Ken Ward and Bill Peoples 

agreed to be the two sitting board members. Tom said that he will canvas the program committee 

members to see if they have any recommendations for three more people to serve on the 

committee. Once the committee is filled, Tom will coordinate a conference call with the 

members to discuss and recommend potential new candidates for the vacant leadership positions.  

 

The next board meeting is on October 23, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Adjourn: 

 

Motion by John Murphy to adjourn at 6:51 p.m. Second by Gary Temple. There was no further 

discussion and the motion was carried unanimously.  


