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WELCOME to 4-H
Session 7 - County Fair

One of the most exciting events which takes place each summer is the 4-H county
fair.  The fair is the culmination of the year for both members and volunteers; it is a
showcase of all that is accomplished during the 4-H program year.  The 4-H fair is
an event designed primarily to evaluate and display the project work of youth
participating in 4-H programs.

4-H fair offers 4-H members the opportunity to grow in many ways:

Exhibiting helps youth learn to set goals, work towards those goals, develop
standards, gain a sense of achievement and to communicate effectively about
what they have done.
4-H members have the chance to educate fair-goers on a variety of topics
including 4-H and the importance of agriculture.
4-H members gain leadership and volunteer experience by helping to plan,
organize and run county fairs.



4-H Fair helps youth develop vital life skills, such as:
Leadership
Organization
Critical Thinking
Goal Setting
Time Management
Communication

Research shows that youth who are involved in activities "hands-on" take away
much more from the lesson than those who listen to a lesson, but aren't actively
involved. This experiential approach to learning involves real-life problem solving,
so 4-H fairs offer the ideal opportunity for intensive learning. While preparing for
fair, young people learn more about themselves and what motivates them. They
learn how to make decisions, communicate their plans, manage time and acquire
and use information.

It is the 4-H volunteer leader's job to take an active part in encouraging and
assisting 4-H youth in participating in the 4-H fair. Here are some ideas on how
you can help:

4-H Mail - Read your 4-H mail thoroughly all year long. Be sure to inform
members of any fair related information as it becomes available.
4-H Fair Mailing - In late spring or early summer.  The fair book; requests for
help before and during the fair; information related to specific projects or
events; registration forms, etc.  Review all of the information carefully, and if
you have any questions contact your Staff Rep or the 4-H office.  Assist
members in obtaining any paperwork they may need in order to take part in
the fair.
Exhibiting Your Club Members' Projects and Skills - Review the projects
your club completed and find the category in the fair book.  Make sure to read
all of the requirements necessary to submit each project. Assist members in
completing the requirements.
Exhibit Tags and Registration Forms/Pre-Fair Club Meeting - Plan a
special club meeting a week or so before fair judging and/or fair deadlines.
This is a good time to help 4-H'ers complete exhibit tags, registration forms
and any other necessary paperwork.
Project Judging - Make sure you know the date!  Judging will take place at
the Orange County Fairgrounds in Middletown, prior to the opening of the fair
Make sure your 4-H'ers are aware of when, where and how their projects will
be judged (refer to Session 5 - Evaluation Events). This will help to ensure
that there won't be any disappointment.
Animal Exhibits and Shows - Animal projects must meet specific state-wide
requirements related to health/immunization records. Detailed entry and
registration information is available for each species. Please contact the 4-H
office for this information.
Helping Out at the Fair - 4-H'ers should be encouraged to volunteer to help
with fair responsibilities.  There are several pre-fair volunteer opportunities to
help spruce up the buildings and make small repairs.  4-H clubs and families
are strongly encouraged to volunteer during fair set-up days/nights.  There
are also opportunities to help during fair; Club Action Booths, Old Macs, and
older youth and adult help is always need in the kitchen and ice cream shed.



Contact the 4-H office to sign up.
Events for the Whole Club - Sign up your club to run an Action Booth during
fair. Highlight a great hands-on project you completed during the year, or set
up an informational display.
Involve Parents - Persuade parents to become involved. Invite them to your
special pre-fair meeting. This is a good time to help parents understand the
how-to's of preparing for fair, as well as how judging, competition and
recognition fit into the 4-H program.
ASK - When in doubt - ASK! The 4-H Staff Reps and 4-H Office Staff are
happy to answer any questions you may have about, classes, categories,
requirements, registrations, etc. It is much easier to help BEFORE a deadline
than after.

How Do Cloverbuds fit into the 4-H Fair?

In any cloverbud exhibition, the members are participating for experience only
and will receive a standard award not one based on performance. Remember
that for the cloverbud age group, the process is more important that the
product.
Cloverbuds may speak with an evaluator about what they learned. The
evaluator will offer positive feedback and present each entry with a
participation ribbon, regardless of the item entered. This process
accommodates the considerable variation in developmental level that is
typical among children within the cloverbud age.
Cloverbuds do not receive fair premiums.
Cloverbud clubs are encouraged to create a display that highlights the club's
activities and exhibits both the individual and cooperative products of the
member's work.
Cloverbud clubs and their families are encouraged to volunteer during the
pre-fair set up days/nights. There are many age appropriate "jobs" available.
Please contact the 4-H office to sign your club up.

The best way to have a positive 4-H fair experience is to GET INVOLVED!  This
means preparing your 4-H members, encouraging their parents to become
involved, and volunteering to use your skills and talents to help your county fair be
a big success. For more information on how YOU can become involved in fair,
contact your Staff Rep or the 4-H office!



...

Does your club plan on entering projects into this year's county fair
Do you need help in preparing for fair

Please email your response to mrr28@cornell.edu

Contact Us
CCE 4-H
18 Seward Avenue, Third Floor
Middletown, New York 10940
845.344.1234

Please answer the following questions to receive credit for Session 7 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
Please contact our office if you have any special needs.
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