
 

The Belleville Henderson 4-H LEAP (Leaders in Enriched Academic Progress) Program has been 

serving youth in the community since 2011. The program impacts around 25% of the entire 

school population each year, serving over 100 youth through enrichment and life skills 

programming.  

Afterschool Program 

All youth in the program are provided with academic support from the Program Educators and 

Teacher Tutors. The support during this time has been proven to yield very positive results. 

Parents and Teachers have reported a large increase in the amount of homework completed as 

well as improvement in overall achievement levels in program youth! 

The program also provides enrichment and life skills lessons for all age groups. The program 

educator’s work together to offer 3-4 enrichment clubs each month. This has been a powerful 

structure as the students really enjoy being able to choose what they will learn. Some of the 

most popular activities include: robotics, healthy cooking, photography, gardening, 

hydroponics, maple syrup making, rocketry, woodworking, archery, wilderness survival, sewing, 

STEM science experiments, architecture, history, geology, astronomy, theater arts, archery and 

snowshoeing.  

A similar program is offered for 6 weeks in the summer. Each week has a different theme and 

offers educational field trips and presenters to supplement programming. 

A large component of the summer program is the Garden Project. In 2011 the summer program 

started a school garden on 1/2 acre of school grounds. Currently the garden includes 12 raised 

beds and 10 rows which utilize drip irrigation technology. The students are divided into garden 

groups, each group is assigned a day to help in the garden for 40 minutes. The 40 minutes is 

split, the first 20 minutes is the garden lesson of the day, and the remaining 20 minutes is for 

maintenance. Maintenance includes help watering, weeding, harvesting or even applying 

pesticides which the students make from natural ingredients. In 2013 the program began the 

Community Garden Initiative. Raised beds were offered to any family in the community, 

Currently 6 families are participating with the Community Garden Program.  

There produce from the garden is donated to the school cafeteria to be used in lunches, some 

produce was preserved for healthy cooking lessons in the afterschool lesson, and everything 

that remained was donated to families in the community.  



Entrepreneur Program 

The Entrepreneur Program began in September 2012 and has been incorporated into a 

technology class during the regular school day at BHCS. The program shares students from a 

Design & Production class to run a Student Engraving Business. The students work to create 

wood or plastic products that can be custom engraved and sold within the community.  

Projects have included veggie baskets, custom wood signs, custom engraved stools, turkey calls, 

and keepsake boxes. The students also manage the marketing and accounting pieces for the 

program. All profits from the products go into an account to support the business, purchase or 

tools or raw materials and will fund an end of the year field trip to learn more about 

entrepreneurship.  

 

 


