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Cutworms and Armyworms Coming Our Way?
For the last week there have been many re-ports of higher than average catches of Com-mon
Armyworm (CAW) and Black Cutworm (BCW) moths across the Midwest. Andy Michel from
Ohio State is predicting that small CAW larvae could possibly be feeding by mid-May and
BCW a little later in Ohio, weather dependent of course. This will be later for NY since larval
development is based on accumulated heat units. It looks like it will be a busy scouting
season for wheat and corn. We will keep a close eye of this one. These pests are not
immediate threats to our NY crops. There are some newer Bt corn varieties that have
resistance to both of these pests. See Chris DiFonso’s updated Handy Bt Trait Table from
Michigan State to see which varieties will control these two pests.

True Armyworm Larvae
Courtesy of Univ. of Arkansas

Black Cutworm Larvae
Courtesy of Univ. Of Illinois

Adapted from Mike Stanyard, NWNY Team
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Cornell All Forage Fed Bull
Test Program and Sale
Preview Open House set
for May 30
The Cornell All Forage Fed Bull Test Field Day is
planned for May 30 from 10 am to 12 pm at the
Beef Unit. Registration will begin at 9:30 with
refreshments and the program to begin at 10:00.
Nancy Glazier, Cornell Cooperative Extension, will
cover what we have learned, where we are, and
where we may go in the future. Time will be
available for questions and feedback regarding the
bull test. There will be ample time for viewing the
bulls on test and to converse with consignors.
Location of the Beef Unit is at The Cornell
University Ruminant Center, 681 Cornell Lane,
Dryden, NY.
A select number of bulls will be availble for sale
June 18-20. More details to follow. Contact Morgan
Hartman,
sale
liaison,
(413)
358-8435,
blackqueenangus@yahoo.com.
This year’s test was expanded to 140 days. Breeds
of the 25 bulls consigned are Angus, Charolais,
Devon, Hereford, Monthly reports for the test may
be
found
here:
http://beefcattle.ansci.cornell.edu/eventsprograms/
cornell-all-forage-bull-test/. They are being fed
haycrop silage and free choice minerals donated
by Sammi Clark with Kent Feeds.

Cornell University at mjb28@cornell.edu or 607255-5923.

The Wood in Your Woods –Saturday,
May 30th from 9:30-12:30
Many of us can identify the trees in our woodlots,
but how much do you know about the wood within
those trees? Join long-time woodworker and NY
Forest Owners Association member Jeff Joseph on
his 33 acre woodland homestead for an
introduction to the timber species common to our
region. Learn basic wood identification, unique
properties and best uses by species, as well as a
variety of techniques—from low to high tech--for
milling, drying, and making use of lumber from your
own woodlot, including a demonstration of milling
logs into lumber with a Woodmizer LT-15 bandsaw
mill. Following this discussion, we will head into the
woods for a short hike (under1mile) to talk about
forest regeneration—why it’s not happening, why
that’s a huge problem for the future of our forests,
and what we can do about it. Rain or shine, please
dress appropriately. Light refreshments will be
served in the morning starting at 9am. Sponsored
by the Southern Finger Lakes chapter of the New
York Forest Owners Association (NYFOA), this
event is free and open to the public, and will take
place at 529 Prospect Valley Road, Willseyville,
NY. For more information, contact Jeff at
jeffjosephwoodworker@gmail.com or by phone at
607.659.5995.

We’re Growing – Come Join our Team
Agriculture Community Educator –
Steuben County

For more information contact Nancy Glazier, at
nig3@cornell.edu or 585-315-7746 or Mike Baker,
Agricultural Program Committee
Bill Brown
Cathy Halm
Drew Heisey
Greg Muller
John Murphy
Bob Nichols
Paul White
Legislative Representatives:
Hilda Lando
Bill Peoples
Agricultural Program Staff:
Kerri Bartlett, Dairy & Livestock
Stephanie Mehlenbacher, Horticulture
Hans Walter Petersen, Grapes
Brett Chedzoy, Forestry
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Campbell
Hornell, NY
Bath, NY
Wayland
Addison
Cohocton



Corning
Addison





Work with existing ag team to implement
established local educational programs utilizing
existing resources for general agriculture topics
in Steuben County
Plan & deliver educational ag programs primarily
in the area of dairy production and field crop
production.
Respond to clientele’s needs through various
delivery methods (print, workshops, media)
Assist with potential on-farm research
opportunities

Bachelor of Science degree required.
Preferred degree/experience in dairy or livestock
production, farm business management, and/or field
crop production. Strong communication skills
required.
Steuben –including
May 2015
40 hours/week. Schuyler
Excellentandbenefits,
vacation, sick, NYS retirement, etc. Apply online to:
http://bit.ly/ageducator by Monday, May 18, 2015.
For more information, contact: Renee Smith,

Esch 10’ No Till Drill Rental Available

Which Makes More Milk –
Alfalfa or Grass?
Ev Thomas, Miner Institute

Steuben County Soil and Water Conservation
District has purchased a 10’ Esch No Till Drill
for use by farmers and land owners in Steuben
County! For information including rental rates
and how to get on the list contact them at:
Steuben County SWCD
415 W. Morris Street
Bath, NY 14810
(607) 776 7398, Ext. 3

Springwater Agricultural Products
8663 Strutt Street, Springwater, NY
Cell: 585-315-1094
Pesticide, Foliar Nutrition & Adjuvant Sales
SeedWay, NK, WL & Dairy Banquet Seed Sales
Certified Corn, Soybeans, Small Grains, Forage &
Pasture Grasses

Open Everyday – Dave Votypka-Owner
Quality products with farmer friendly prices.
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There’s no simple answer to this question
since it depends on forage quality, the amount
of each being fed, milk production level etc.
However, the increasing amount of corn silage
fed to dairy cows makes grass worth a second
— or first — look. Lactation trials comparing
straight alfalfa vs. alfalfa and grass have
generally found milk production to be similar or
greater when both alfalfa and grass are fed. In
a 2012 University of Wisconsin trial comparing
a forage ration of equal amounts of corn silage
and alfalfa silage vs. one third each of corn
silage, alfalfa silage and tall fescue silage, both
groups of cows (averaging over 90 lbs/day)
had identical dry matter intake but cows on the
three-way forage ration made about 3 lbs.
more milk.
The more corn silage you feed the more you
should consider grass. In part that’s because
grass is lower than either corn silage or alfalfa
silage in NFC, and high NFC has been
implicated in cattle lameness. (DairyOne lab
average NFC: grass silage 18%, legume silage
23%, corn silage 42%.) Miner Institute’s usual
high group ration includes about three times as
much corn silage as hay silage, and all the hay
silage includes grass. On some farms soil
drainage is the deciding factor for the “alfalfa
vs. grass” question; Miner Institute has some
fields that are too wet to grow alfalfa or alfalfagrass and with no outlets for tile drainage, so
these fields remain in grass. And few fields
have the drainage to allow growing straight
alfalfa even if we wanted to. So the Institute’s
hay silage ranges from alfalfa-grass to all
grass. Farms blessed with excellent cropland
may be able to grow alfalfa on every acre, but
that doesn’t mean they should: There are good
reasons to plant alfalfa-grass on even the best
land, a fact increasingly being recognized by
dairy farmers and dairy nutrition consultants
alike.
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However, there are risks involved in growing
straight grass: Compared to alfalfa, a higher
proportion of total grass yield is in the first cut
and quality declines quickly as it heads out, so
a rainy spring can wreak havoc on first cut
quality. Also, while grass has higher total NDF
digestibility it digests at a slower rate,
potentially limiting intake. A lot of things can go
wrong with lactating cow rations relying on high
rates of grass. Getting that first cut harvested
on time is so important — and early season
weather so unpredictable — that silage is the
way to go. And relying on alfalfa-grass silage
means that you won’t need separate storages
for each species.

Does Steam-Flaking Vitreous Corn
Improve Starch Digestibility?
Shane Fredin, Miner Institute
In March I had the opportunity to speak at the
2015 Mid-Atlantic Nutrition Conference in
Baltimore, MD. While attending the conference I
was asked whether steam-flaking vitreous corn
grain can increase starch digestibility more than
grinding corn, particularly compared with floury
corn grain. Steam-flaking is the result of
steaming corn grain for up to 40 minutes to
increase moisture content followed by flaking to a
density ranging from 24-32 lbs/bushel. Steam
flaking results in higher starch digestibility, and
decreasing the flake density further increases
digestibility. Vitreous endosperm corn grain
contains more zein (prolamin) protein that floury
corn grain. Zein is the primary protein in the
starch-protein matrix in corn and several studies
have reported that feeding isogenic varieties of
floury corn hybrids improves starch digestibility in
lactating dairy cows compared with feeding
vitreous or normal dent corn hybrids. However,
are there differences in zein content in
commercially available corn hybrids and does
this further lead to differences in starch
digestibility?

Figure 1. Relationship between zein content
(% of dry matter) and 7-h ruminal in vitro starch
digestibility (% of total starch).
Listed in figure 1 is the relationship between
corn grain zein content (% of DM) and 7-hour
ruminal in vitro starch digestibility (% of starch)
for eight commercially available corn hybrids
harvested during the 2008 and 2009 growing
seasons at the University of WisconsinMadison. These hybrids were chosen from a
4
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larger sample set for ruminal in vitro starch
digestibility based on either high or low zein
content (n = 4 for each). Corn grain was ground
with a Udy mill through a 1-mm screen prior to
ruminal in vitro starch digestibly analysis. This
method of grinding resulted in a mean particle
size < 400 µm and allowed for evaluation of the
effect of zein content on starch digestibility
without the confounding effect of grain particle
size on starch digestibility. The four hybrids that
were low in zein content, circled in blue,
contained on average 2.0% zein and starch was
81.2% digestible. The hybrids that were high in
zein content, circled in red, contained 3.4% zein
and starch was only 72.9% digestible. Figure 1 is
further proof that 1) commercially available
hybrids differ in zein content; and 2) zein content
negatively
affects
starch
digestibility
in
commercially available hybrids. Certainly, this
work has been and should continue to be
replicated in future growing seasons on newly
available corn hybrids.
Now, back to the question on steam-flaking.
Steam-flaking extensively disrupts the starchprotein matrix in corn to increase starch
digestibility. Fred Owens at Dupont-Pioneer
compared the interaction of corn hybrid type and
processing methods on diet dry matter (DM)
digestibility in steers. As expected, Owens found
that diets containing dry-rolled floury corn
resulted in greater DM digestibility than diets
containing dry-rolled vitreous corn. However,
steers fed diets containing steam-flaked vitreous
corn tended to have greater DM digestibility than
diets containing steam-flaked floury corn.
Furthermore, steam-flaked floury corn resulted in
a greater amount of fine particles due to
shattering of the flake. These data support that
steam-flaking vitreous corn grain improves starch
digestibility more than does grinding corn,
particularly compared with floury corn.
If starch digestibility in lactating dairy cows is
lower than expected and grain mean particle size
is adequate (i.e. < 700 µm), digestibility may be
negatively affected by zein content. Partially
replacing ground corn with steam-flaked corn is
an effective method to improve starch
digestibility.
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Why
Plant
Buckwheat
in 2015?
$28.50 CWT.!
RECORD HIGH Guaranteed Price and Market Contract
at Planting time for Full production.
Buckwheat requires no chemicals and little or
no fertilizer, producing savings in labor, fuel and
chemical inputs.
Buckwheat improves the soil and suppresses weeds.
Buckwheat needs very little attention during the
growing season.
Buckwheat makes a great rotation crop.
Buckwheat often grows well on low-fertility land.
Buckwheat is a high-yield crop. The Birkett Mills offers
growers a specially developed, high-yield seed variety .
Buckwheat can be planted as late as mid-July in many
areas and is fast growing — 70 days from planting to
harvest.
We think these are pretty good reasons to plant
buckwheat. If you agree, let’s talk. We’re looking for fullproduction, contracted commercial, or, if you are a
certified organic farm, we’ll contract organic buckwheat
as well. And, for those not wishing to contract, we also offer
both commercial and organic cover crop buckwheat seed.
This year start managing price stability, crop size
and the changing export market, contract with The
Birkett Mills, where both price and market are guaranteed
before you plant. Go to:
view contract information.

www.thebirkettmills.com

to
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Dairy Market Watch
Milk Component Prices
Month

Butterfat

Mar 14
Apr 14
May 14
June 14
July 14
Aug 14
Sep 14
Oct 14
Nov 14
Dec 14
Jan 15
Feb 15
Mar 15

$2.04
$2.12
$2.27
$2.44
$2.63
$2.84
$3.24
$2.85
$2.20
$2.10
$1.69
$1.83
$1.84

Protein

Milk Class Prices
I
(Boston)

II

III

Statistical Uniform Price & PPD
IV

Jamestown, NY

Albany, NY

$4.52
$26.89
$24.22 $23.33 $23.66
$23.82
$0.49
$24.42
$1.09
$4.71
$26.90
$24.74 $24.31 $23.34
$24.31
$0.00
$24.91
$0.60
$3.96
$27.72
$24.44 $22.57 $22.65
$24.09
$1.52
$24.69
$2.12
$3.34
$26.11
$23.94 $21.36 $23.13
$23.23
$1.87
$23.83
$2.47
$3.18
$26.27
$24.41 $21.60 $23.78
$23.60
$2.00
$24.20
$2.60
$3.15
$27.12
$25.34 $22.25 $23.89
$24.26
$2.01
$24.86
$2.61
$3.49
$26.88
$26.11 $24.60 $22.58
$25.01
$0.41
$25.61
$1.01
$3.74
$27.44
$21.93 $23.82 $21.35
$23.20
($0.62)
$23.80
($0.02)
$3.90
$27.31
$19.91 $21.94 $18.21
$21.11
($0.83)
$21.71
($0.23)
$2.74
$25.78
$19.09 $17.82 $16.70
$19.87
$2.05
$20.47
$2.65
$2.67
$21.83
$16.18 $16.18 $13.23
$16.42
$0.24
$17.02
$0.84
$2.41
$19.49
$14.48 $15.46 $13.82
$15.51
$0.05
$16.11
$0.65
$2.49
$18.81
$14.50 $15.56 $13.80
$16.40
($0.31)
$15.85
$0.29
March Utilization (Northeast): Class I = 34%; Class II = 25%; Class III = 23%; Class IV = 18%

MPP

Albany
$/gal.
to farmer

Milk Margin
Minus Feed
Costs ($/cwt)*

$2.11
$2.15
$2.13
$2.05
$2.09
$2.14
$2.21
$2.00
$1.87
$1.76
$1.47
$1.39
$1.37

$14.01
$13.65
$12.26
$11.65
$12.68
$13.74
$15.40
$15.62
$13.39
$10.66
$8.34
$7.66
not available

Class I = fluid milk; Class II = soft products, cream, and yogurt; Class III = cheese (American, Italian), evaporated and condensed products; Class IV = butter and milk powder
*At a milk margin minus feed costs of $8 or less, payments are possible depending on the level of coverage chosen by the dairy producer.

Cheese: Cheese production levels remain high, with many
plants in all regions operating at full production schedules to
utilize strong milk supplies. Contracted milk supplies in some
areas have increased enough to reduce the purchasing of
surplus milk to maintain full plant schedules. Current use
demand for cheese remains strong but increasing volumes
are also being set aside for use later this year.
Dry Products: Nonfat dry milk prices for low/medium heat
moved lower this week. Production rates are steady to
increasing with supplies generally building. Buyers are
hesitant to make purchases beyond covering their near term
needs. Dry buttermilk prices are steady to lower. Production
is active and adding to inventories. Demand is mixed with
additional loads going to Western buyers via block sales,
while demand in the Central and Eastern regions is lower.
Dry whey prices are mostly steady to lower. Production is
steady to increasing. Contractual whey sales are steady, but
spot sales activity was lower.

Friday CME Cash Prices
Dates
Butter
Cheese
(40# Blocks)
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3/27
4/2
$1.75 $1.74

4/10
$1.75

4/17
$1.81

4/24
$1.83

$1.54 $1.58

$1.58

$1.58

$1.61

Butter: Butter churning remains strong. Some
manufacturers report stronger than expected sales. Most
manufacturers are building inventories with current
production, but others are just keeping up with current
obligations. Cream supplies are available, but ice cream
manufacturers are competing for supplies.
Fluid Milk: Milk production is trending higher in most
regions of the nation, while leveling off in Arizona, California
and Florida. Class I demand is steady to lower. Milk volumes
going to manufacturers are steady to strong and, in some
regions, straining capacity production levels. The cream
market is mostly steady to higher across the nation, but
lighter in the Midwest where cooler weather has decreased
demand for ice cream.
Production: Milk production in the 23 major States during
March totaled 16.9 billion pounds, up 1.1 percent from
March 2014. Production per cow in the 23 major States
averaged 1,959 pounds for March, 2 pounds above March
2014. This is the highest production per cow for the month
of March since the 23 State series began in 2003. The
number of milk cows on farms in the 23 major States was
8.62 million head, 86,000 head more than March 2014, but
4,000 head fewer than February 2015.
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Comments: On farm milk prices are holding at higher levels than forecasted earlier this year. On the CME, 40-pound blocks of
cheddar have averaged $1.55 per pound in March and are now $1.61. Cheddar barrels averaged $1.53 per pound in March
and are now $1.62. Butter averaged $1.53 per pound in March and is now $1.83. With the general economic uptick,
consumers are eating out more, creating strong restaurant and food service performance and strengthening cheese and butter
sales.
Dairy exports are much lower than they were a year ago due to lower world milk prices and a strong U.S. dollar. Compared to
February a year ago, exports of nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder were down 2%, cheese down 5%, butterfat down 5%, total
whey down 72%, and lactose down 10%. Some improvement in dairy exports is still anticipated by the last half of the year
which would add strength to milk prices. Higher US prices have attracted more imports. During the January – March period,
cheese imports under quota were up 25% from a year ago with high tier imports (imports subject to tariff) up 19%. (Cropp,
Bob. Memo to Dairy-L. April 2015).
Milk prices could weaken some over the next couple of months and then show strength for the second half of the year. How
much milk prices change will depend heavily on milk production and any improvement in exports. Cow numbers fell by 5,000
head from February, leaving a net increase of just 2,000 head for 2015 thus far. Increases in milk per cow are also well below
the normal trend at a 1.6% increase. March’s growth in milk production was just 1.2%. If growth of milk production continues
below 2%, and it looks like this could happen, milk prices may decline only slightly over the next couple of months and show a
stronger increase for the last half of the year. Dairy futures remain optimistic with no weaknesses in milk prices for any of the
months ahead. This is a change in dairy futures from a few weeks ago. Now the Class III futures reach the $16’s by May, the
$17’s by August, and remain there for the rest of the year. (Cropp, Bob. Memo to Dairy-L. April 2015).
Penn State’s income over feed cost fell by 1.9% in March, 5 cents less per cow per day than in February. March’s value for
IOFC of $6.65/cow/day is well below the 2014 values. Income over feed cost reflects daily gross milk income less feed costs for
an average cow producing 65 pounds of milk per day. (Dunn, Jim. Penn State Dairy Outlook. April 2015).
Earlier this month, the USDA formally announced the first payment for the new Margin Protection Program for Dairy
Producers (MPP-Dairy) to those farms that had signed up for $8 coverage for the January/February 2015 benefit period. The
Actual Dairy Producer Margin (ADPM) for that period equals $7.99554. However, these payments will be subject to a
sequestration, or reduction, of 7.3% as a result of the U.S. treasury’s requirement for sequestration across the board.
Payments will vary based on the amount of milk covered and level of margin chosen. (Novakovic, Andrew. Sequestration of
USDA Expenditures. April 2015).

Katelyn Walley-Stoll
Extension Educator
Farm Business Management
716-664-9502
Ext.
202
kaw249@cornell.edu
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*************************************************************************************************************************
COMING EVENTS:
May 14 - Pasture Walk
10:30am to 12:30pm
Reinbold Farm – 1669 County Road 22, Whitesville
Saunders Farm – 1037B Route 248, Whitesville
Directions; We will meet at the utility substation about ¼ mile south of the Reinbold farm on County Route 22 just
off of Rt. 248 (Watch for signs). This will be a two farm pasture meeting where we will take a look at “over the
hedge row” comparisons of two triticale plantings for two different management practices. To help us get a head
count you can call 585-268-7644 ext.#26 (but not required to attend).

Cornell Field day dates for this year:
Small Grains Management Field Day – June 4
New York Weed Science Field Day – July 15
Aurora Farm Field Day – July 16
More information on these and other events can be found at http://www.fieldcrops.org.

*************************************************************************************************************************
TRADING POST:
For Sale: 4 x 4 round bales of mixed hay and wheat straw bound with twine. Hay has been tested. Large
quantities available. Please call: 607-535-4903
8
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