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CCE-Steuben receives America’s Farmers Grow Communities Award 

 
 The Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 
Program at Cornell 
Cooperative 
Extension of 
Steuben County 
received a $2500 
donation from the 
Monsanto Fund on 

behalf of Jane & Dave Mehlenbacher, 
Mehlenbacher Farm, Wayland, NY. America’s 
Farmers Grow Communities is sponsored by 
the Monsanto Fund to support local farming 
communities. The program, which launched in 
2010, engages farmers in entering to win a 
$2,500 donation for their favorite community 
nonprofit organization, such as 4-H, FFA, 
schools, fire departments and other civic 
groups. One winner is selected in each of 
1,324 eligible counties in 40 states.  
This generous donation will be used to bolster two 
core programs at CCE-Steuben. First a portion of 
the donation will be used to host a full day 
workshop on post-harvest handling and storage 
management of potatoes. Dr. Steve Johnson, 
University of Maine, Presque Isle, Maine will be the 
keynote speaker and will discuss post-harvest 
potato management, a growing concern among 
local potato producers due to extreme weather 
conditions during the growing season. Storage 
management is becoming an important aspect in 
the potato production system as more processors 
look to the growers to store more and more of their 
potatoes. 

The donation will also be used to promote local 
farms and to encourage Steuben County residents 
to buy local farm products through the printing and 
distribution of the Steuben County Farm Guide. 
This popular guide contains over 60 farms, 16 
wineries, and 4 breweries. The farm guide helps 
connects consumers to producers and encourage 
local food sales all year long. The newest edition of 
the Farm Guide will be available May 1st, just in 
time for the 2015 growing season!  

 

Jane Mehlenbacher presents Tom Tomsa, Executive 
Director of CCE-Steuben with the America’s Farmers 
Grow Communities Award. 
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Planter Check-up for March 
Adapted from John Fulton, Ohio State 

 

If you haven’t done it already, now is the time 
to dust off the planter and make some 
adjustments for the upcoming season. Here 
is a list of suggestions for planter setup and 
maintenance: 
 

 Check meters by visually inspecting parts 
and evaluate amount of wear.  This can be 
done on a test stand at many local 
dealers. 

 Inspect all mechanical drive components 
and look for any excessive wear including 
down pressure springs, parallel linkages 
and bushings. 

 Check seed tubes for any wear; in 
particular the bottom section damaged 
and cause seed placement issues.  
Replace if damaged or has excessive 
wear. 

 Check size, wear and spacing for opening 
discs;  always replace disc openers in 
pairs.  Opening discs should be touching 
at the leading edge for about 2-2.5 inches. 
Inserting two business cards between the 
disks on each side of contact points on the 
leading edge will help verify this 
dimension. 

 Inspect gauge wheels and ensure opening 
discs are making proper contacting with 

the discs.   Adjust the shims for each 
gauge wheel arm to ensure the correct 
contact with the disc.  
 

 Inspect closing wheels or discs and 
ensure bearings are in good shape and 
that the down force spring is properly set. 
Replace wheels if worn excessively. 

 For vacuum planters, check all lines for 
damaged tubes. Check hydraulic motor for 
leaks and make sure fan is clean. 

 
Once at the field here are four important 
items to check: 

 Planting depth - Check periodically since 
seeding depth can be influenced by soil 
and field conditions. The planter row unit 
must have sufficient weight so the gauge 
wheels operate firmly on the soil surface. 

 Row cleaner setting - make sure the row 
cleaners are not tilling the soil. They are 
for biomass removal and only need to 
function or rotate when excessive 
biomass is encountered. 

 Closing wheel pressure – need 
sufficient pressure to close the furrow but 
adjust to the soil conditions. In general, 
higher pressure is needed in dry soil and 
light pressure in wet soil to avoid over-
compaction. 

 Gauge wheel pressure – there should be 
sufficient contact pressure in order to firm 
the soil surface at the specific depth 
setting but not so much contact pressure 
that the depth wheels excessively 
compact soil adjacent to the seed zone. 
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http://agcrops.osu.edu/find-an-expert/directory/john-fulton


Schuyler and Steuben April 2015                                                                                                                                       3 

 

Pain Management for Dehorning  

and Castration 
By Dr. Dee Griffin, UNL-Great Plains 

Veterinary Educational Center and  

Dr. Richard Randle,  
Nebraska Extension Beef Veterinarian 

 
Dehorning and castration of calves intended 
for beef production are common management 
practices performed in the U.S. A variety of 
methods are available to perform these 
procedures and each has both positive and 
negative benefits. However, all methods of 
dehorning and castration result in some  
level of pain and distress on the animal. Public 
concern about the welfare of farm animals has 
led to interest in pain caused by routine 
husbandry practices, and has stimulated 
research into better understanding pain in 
livestock and how best to alleviate it. 
 
Meloxicam is an NSAID (Nonsteroidal Anti-
Inflammatory Drug) that has been shown to be 
effective in alleviating pain and distress 
following both dehorning and castration. 
Meloxicam has several advantages over other 
methods of pain management investigated, 
including longer period of pain relief with a 
single dose, ease of administration, and cost. 
While not approved specifically for alleviation 
of pain in livestock, your veterinarian may 
prescribe Meloxicam to alleviate pain and 
stress and enhance animal well-being following 
dehorning and castration. 
 
The following outlines the use and 
administration of Meloxicam: 
Post-Surgery Pain Management 
● Meloxicam is the medication of choice 
- It has a 27 hour half-life compared to other 
potential medications that only last minutes. 
- It is a prescription medication, so you will 
need to visit with your veterinarian. 
- The cost will likely be less than a dollar for 
your calves at branding. 
- The FDA asks your veterinarian to assign the 
withdrawal time, but generally, 21 days is 
considered appropriate. 

● Meloxicam comes in 15 mg tablets. They are 
slightly smaller than an aspirin. 
● The meloxicam cattle dosage is 45 mg / 
CWT or 3 x 15mg tablets per 100 pounds 
 

Frost Seeding Legumes & Grasses 
Adapted from NWNY CCE Team 

Forecasted temperatures for the next couple 
of weeks will create freeze-thaw cycles that 
will help farmer frost seed legumes and 
grasses. Red clover is the most common 
forage frost seeded and it is often very 
successful even when broadcasting into 
small grain fields, pastures, or hay fields. 
When frost seeding other legumes (Ladino & 
Alsike clover, birdsfoot trefoil, and alfalfa) 
establishment is more variable when 
broadcasted and is generally better with a 
no-till drill. All grasses should be frost seeded 
with a no-till drill. If they are not drilled, 
establishment of grasses will be in small 
patches instead of uniform rows. Generally 
orchardgrass and perennial ryegrass will 
establish better than other grasses when 
frost seeded. Seeding rates for frost seeding 
are listed below. Pay attention to soil 
conditions so you don’t end up burying your 
tractor and drill. For growers interested in 
frost seeding red clover into wheat, increase 
the seeding rate to 12-15 lbs/acre. 
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Early Nitrogen  

On Winter Small Grains 
Bill Verbeten and Mike Stanyard, Regional 
Agronomists, Cornell Cooperative Extension 

 

Many farmers are anxious to begin field 
operations in small grain fields. Much of the 
snow will hopefully melt slowly during next 
couple of weeks, allowing the first nitrogen 
applications on small grain fields with 
temperatures hovering around freezing. 
However a number of factors increases the 
chances for nitrogen losses at this time of 
year:  

 Saturated & frozen soils  

 Liquid urea fertilizers  

 High pH/limestone, muck, & sandy soils  

 Warmer temperatures  
 
NH3 volatilization is the main way nitrogen is 
lost. A number of practices can help reduce 
these losses:  

 Apply Agrotain-treated urea (a urease 
inhibitor– keeps urea in the soil for 
longer).  

 Apply ammonium sulfate (AMS) (lower 
hygroscopicity-doesn’t absorb water as 
quickly).  

 Delay nitrogen applications until soil 
conditions improve (all snow melts, fields 
partially drain).  

 
Small grains will likely also respond to the 
sulfur because our air is clearer now then in 
the past. If you are trying to time these 
applications try tossing a handful of Agrotain-
treated urea or AMS on a nearby small grain 
field or your lawn and wait until that area 
greens up before you head to the fields. 
Putting the nitrogen early in the morning or 
later in the day will reduce the chances of 
rutting up this fields. These first nitrogen 
applications should be only 25-50 lb./acre of 
nitrogen until tiller counts can be made, and 
a second nitrogen application made when the 
first node appears at first node appearing at 
Feekes 5.0-6.0, Table 1. Once we are fully 

into spring, liquid nitrogen applied through 
stream bars will likely give better results than 
dry fertilizers. 
 Table 1: Nitrogen Applications Using Tiller 
Count  

Tillers/square yard  Nitrogen at green up  

<300 60 lb./A 

450-600 45 lb./A 

>700 30 lb./A 
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How to Structure a Farm business-  

What to do When your hobby 

becomes a job! 
 
April 9th 6-8pm at the Silver Spoon Café in the 
Human Services Building at 323 Owego Street 
in Montour Falls, NY 14865. Join CCE as we 
welcome Pam Colomaio, VP of REDEC 
(Regional Economic Development and Energy 
Corporation of the Southern Tier) to learn how 
to structure your farm business and how to go 
about expanding your ability to accept 
electronic payments (credit & debit cards).  
  
The following topics will be address during the 
1 hour session: Merchant Services, How to 
choose a merchant service provider—Local 
bank/Square, what to look for in fees/costs, 

contracts, buying/leasing equipment, deposit of 

sales, encryption of equipment. In addition we 
will also discuss Business Structures, including 
DBA versus LLC/Inc and Tax ID’s. 
  
Ms. Colomaio has been involved in the 
financial Industry for 27 years, she has been 
Vice President of REDEC since September 
2014. REDEC provides technical assistance to 
businesses, both directly and in partnership 
with other agencies.  The assistance available 
includes providing direct loans to start up and 
expanding businesses; acting as a liaison 
between a borrower and other funding 
sources; reviewing financial statements to 
identify specific problem areas; assisting 
clients with the paperwork involved in obtaining 
financing; providing networking opportunities 
for the client; and working with local lenders. 
Joan Washburn From Five Star Bank will 
provide details on merchant accounts. 
  
Registration is appreciated by April 7. For 
questions please contact CCE Schuyler 607-
535-7161. There is no fee to attend. Please 
click the following link to register: 
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/
main/events_landing.cfm?event=Howtostructur
efarmbusiness_244 
  

 

2015 Spring Malting Barley Varieties 
By Bill Verbeten, Regional Agronomist, 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
 
 Farmers interested in purchasing spring 
malting barley seed in 2015 have a number 
of varieties available in New York. The 2014 
Cornell Small Grain Variety Trial results are 
available here. All varieties should be drilled 
at about 2 bu/A (~100 lb./A) and about 1 inch 
deep. Planting after April 15th will result in 
reduced yields. See the Growing Malting 
Barley in NY bulletin for information about 
malting barley production practices. Both 6-
row and 2-row malting barleys are being 
used in New York to make high quality beers 
and whiskey. The 6-row varieties generally 
have better agronomic traits (yield, disease 
resistance, resistance to lodging, etc.) than 
2-row varieties under the climatic conditions 
of the Northeast. Historically 2-row varieties 
were preferred by brewers, but breeding 
advancements in the past 20-50 years have 
essentially eliminated the previous gap 
between 6-row and 2-row varieties for the 
needs of the craft brewing industry in the 
United States. For more discussion of 6-row 
vs. 2-row malting barley see these articles 
from Oregon State University and the 
Brewers' Market Guide.  
 
AAC Synergy is a 2-row spring malting barley 
variety that performed very well in the 2013 & 
2014 Cornell Small Grain Variety Trials and 
is available through Seedway representatives 
and their affiliates. AAC Synergy has had a 
two year average yield of 65 bu/acre, the 
lowest lodging ranking, the second highest 
plumpness rating, the second lowest CP 
rating, and a moderate overall quality score. 
Contact your local representative or Adam 
Robertson by phone: (585) 435-7165 or 
email: arobertson@seedway.com.  
 
Quest is a 6-row spring variety certified by 
the University of Minnesota and is available 
through Seedway representatives and their 
affiliates also performed well in the in the 

https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=Howtostructurefarmbusiness_244
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=Howtostructurefarmbusiness_244
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=Howtostructurefarmbusiness_244
mailto:arobertson@seedway.com
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2013 & 2014 Cornell Small Grain Variety 
Trials. Quest has been bred specifically to 
have partial resistance to Fusarium head 
blight. Fusarium head blight is the major 
disease of malting barley in New York and 
the source of DON (deoxynivalenol a.k.a 
vomitoxin) in all small grains. Quest averaged 
63 bu/acre, tied for 3rd in malting quality, and 
had moderate lodging. Contact your local 
representative or Adam Robertson by phone: 
(585) 435-7165 or email: 
arobertson@seedway.com.  
 

Conlon is a 2-row spring variety certified by 
North Dakota State University and is 
available through Preferred Seed 
representatives and their affiliates. In the 
2013 & 2014 Cornell Small Grain Variety 
Trials, Conlon averaged 51 bu/acre, was 
ranked 5th in malting quality, had the highest 
plumpness rating, but had higher lodging 
ratings than other varieties. If growing this 
variety put on a lower amount of spring 
nitrogen (maximum of ~40 lb./A) compared to 
other varieties (maximum of ~60 lb./A). 
Contact your local representative or Garrett 
Coleman by phone: (814) 381-6809 or email: 
garrett@preferredseed.com.  
 

Newdale is a 2-row spring variety available 
from Seedway and Preferred Seed. In the 
2013 & 2014 Cornell Small Grain Variety 
Trials averaged 57 bu/acre, was ranked 10th 
in malting quality, but had one of the lowest 
lodging ratings compared to other varieties. 
Seedway & Preferred Seed will be supplying 
this variety in 2015.  
 

Lakeview Organics has certified organic 
Conlon. For more information about seed 
availability contact Mary Howell-Martin by 
phone: (315) 531-1038 or email: 
sales@lakevieworganicgrain.com.  
 

Fico Farms is selling, Quest (spring 6-row), 
Legacy (spring 6-row), AC Metcalfe (spring 
2-row), CDC Copeland (spring 2-row), & 
CDC Meredith (spring 2-row). Contact Paul 
Filippetti by phone: (585) 770-4702 or email: 
FICOfarms@yahoo.com.  

 
 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Why 
Plant 
Buckwheat 
in 2015? 

        $28.50 CWT.! 

RECORD HIGH Guaranteed Price and Market Contract 
at Planting time for Full production.  
 

Buckwheat requires no chemicals and little or  
no fertilizer, producing savings in labor, fuel and  
chemical inputs. 
 
Buckwheat improves the soil and suppresses weeds. 
 
Buckwheat needs very little attention during the  
growing season. 
 
Buckwheat makes a great rotation crop. 
 
Buckwheat often grows well on low-fertility land. 
 
Buckwheat is a high-yield crop. The Birkett Mills offers 
growers a specially developed, high-yield seed variety . 
 
Buckwheat can be planted as late as mid-July in many 
areas and is fast growing — 70 days from planting to 
harvest. 
 
We think these are pretty good reasons to plant 
buckwheat. If you agree, let’s talk. We’re looking for full-
production, contracted commercial, or, if you are a 
certified organic farm, we’ll contract organic buckwheat 
as well. And, for those not wishing to contract, we also offer 
both commercial and organic cover crop buckwheat seed. 
 
This year start managing price stability, crop size 
and the changing export market, contract   with The 
Birkett Mills, where both price and market are guaranteed 

before you plant. Go to:  www.thebirkettmills.com to 

view contract information. 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:arobertson@seedway.com
mailto:garrett@preferredseed.com
mailto:sales@lakevieworganicgrain.com
http://www.thebirkettmills.com/
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DEC is responding to a 

number of possible 

well contamination 

events related to manure applications 

 
Spreading Alert from DEC: Manure 
movement possible in thawing/wet 
conditions. Unless able to inject or 
incorporate, hold liquid manure until soils are 
drier and conditions have stabilized.   
 
With the break in weather over the last few 
weeks, some farms were able to get out onto 
fields to apply liquid manure. Spreading that 
occurred during the warm spell around March 
16 or so may have contributed to recent 
suspected well contaminations. Over the 
weekend of March 20 to 22, at least two 
situations were investigated for possible 
manure contamination of wells. The 
situations are far apart, one in WNY the other 
in CNY.  Some wells tested positive for E.coli 
and bacterial source tracking tests are being 
conducted to determine possible sources 
(human, ruminant).  There are few other facts 
available at this time except that liquid 
manure was applied to nearby fields shortly 
before home owners noticed problems.   
 
With the current cold conditions, off site 
movement has likely slowed or stopped. 
However, warmer and rainy conditions are 
predicted for the next few days. Farms that 
have not spread and do not have an 
emergency need to do so should continue to 
wait for conditions to stabilize. If manure 
must be applied, it should be incorporated if 
at all possible to minimize offsite movement.   
 
Manure that has been surface applied the 
last few days to frozen soil may be prone to 
offsite movement and should be watched 
carefully. Farms should contact their planner 
to work out a site specific emergency action 
plan in case one is needed. If manure 
colored water is observed flowing from a land 
application area to a ponded area or ditch, 

especially if near a home, farms need to think 
about this in terms of a potential discharge 
situation and should consider forming a 
temporary berm to collect and redistribute the 
liquid until it runs clear or the ponded area is 
empty.    
 
 Many Soil and Water Conservation District 
staff know how to handle these situations 
and it is a good idea to call them if problems 
are spotted or suspected. All discharges to 
surface waters must be reported to the DEC 
immediately. 
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Dairy Market Watch 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milk Component Prices Milk Class Prices Statistical Uniform Price & PPD MPP 

Month Butterfat Protein 
I 

(Boston) 
II III IV Jamestown, NY Albany, NY 

Albany $/gal. 

to farmer 

Milk Margin 

Minus Feed Costs 

($/cwt)* 

Feb 14 $2.01 $4.60 $25.27 $23.73 $23.35 $23.46 $23.27 ($0.08) $23.87 $0.52 $2.06 $13.91 

Mar 14 $2.04 $4.52 $26.89 $24.22 $23.33 $23.66 $23.82 $0.49 $24.42 $1.09 $2.11 $14.01 

Apr 14 $2.12 $4.71 $26.90 $24.74 $24.31 $23.34 $24.31 $0.00 $24.91 $0.60 $2.15 $13.65 

May 14 $2.27 $3.96 $27.72 $24.44 $22.57 $22.65 $24.09 $1.52 $24.69 $2.12 $2.13 $12.26 

June 14 $2.44 $3.34 $26.11 $23.94 $21.36 $23.13 $23.23 $1.87 $23.83 $2.47 $2.05 $11.65 

July 14 $2.63 $3.18 $26.27 $24.41 $21.60 $23.78 $23.60 $2.00 $24.20 $2.60 $2.09 $12.68 

Aug 14 $2.84 $3.15 $27.12 $25.34 $22.25 $23.89 $24.26 $2.01 $24.86 $2.61 $2.14 $13.74 

Sep 14 $3.24 $3.49 $26.88 $26.11 $24.60 $22.58 $25.01 $0.41 $25.61 $1.01 $2.21 $15.40 

Oct 14 $2.85 $3.74 $27.44 $21.93 $23.82 $21.35 $23.20 ($0.62) $23.80 ($0.02) $2.00 $15.62 

Nov 14 $2.20 $3.90 $27.31 $19.91 $21.94 $18.21 $21.11 ($0.83) $21.71 ($0.23) $1.87 $13.39 

Dec 14 $2.10 $2.74 $25.78 $19.09 $17.82 $16.70 $19.87 $2.05 $20.47 $2.65 $1.76 $10.66 

 Jan 15 $1.69 $2.67 $21.83 $16.18 $16.18 $13.23 $16.42 $0.24 $17.02 $0.84 $1.47 $8.34 

Feb 15 $1.83 $2.41 $19.49 $14.48 $15.46 $13.82 $15.51 $0.05 $16.11 $0.65 $1.39 not available 

February Utilization (Northeast):  Class I = 35%;   Class II = 25%;   Class III = 23%;   Class IV = 17% 

Class I = fluid milk; Class II = soft products, cream, and yogurt; Class III = cheese (American, Italian), evaporated and condensed products; Class IV = butter and milk powder 

*At a milk margin minus feed costs of $8 or less, payments are possible depending on the level of coverage chosen by the dairy producer.  

Cheese: Cheese output continues to increase, following 
seasonal milk production, with many manufactures electing 
cheese as the preferred use of milk volumes. Buyers are 
stepping up to acquire cheese at current price levels, 
especially cheddar. Some manufactures are drawing on 
inventories to fill orders. Supplies of domestic foreign type 
cheese are readily available.  
 

Fluid Milk: Farm milk production is seasonally active. With 
the peak of the spring flush just a few weeks away, in some 
areas, output rates are steady to higher across most of the 
country. Mild seasonal temperatures are favorable for cow 
comfort in the Midwest, Utah, and Idaho. Cooler weather 
persists in the Northeast. Spring break school closings 
continue to hamper Class I sale volumes throughout the 
East. Cream markets are seeing an increase in loads clearing 
to ice cream manufacturing, as interest grows across the 
country. 
 

Friday CME Cash Prices 
Dates 2/27 3/6 3/13 3/20 3/27 
Butter $1.70 $1.75 $1.70 $1.68 $1.75 

Cheese 
(40# Blocks) 

$1.54 $1.56 $1.57 $1.54 $1.54 

 

Dry Products: The nonfat dry milk market continues to 
weaken across the country. Increased output and limited 
demand is impacting prices. Reseller and end-users 
transactions are picking up. Dry buttermilk prices are 
mixed. Trading is mostly light, with some discounted 
transactions. The lactose market is mixed. Contract 
negotiations are ongoing. Casein markets are mostly 
unchanged. 
 

Butter: CME Group butter prices are steady to firmer. 
Demand is mixed for print butter as producers finish up 
holiday orders. Butter production is active. Retail sales 
have been strong this year. Retail advertisements have 
increased. Cream supplies are tight among the regions as 
demand for other cream products have gone up. Export 
demand is light. 

Production: Milk production in the 23 states during 
February totaled 15.1 billion pounds, up 1.7 percent from 
February 2014. January revised production, at 16.5 billion 
pounds, was up 2.2 percent from January 2014. 
Production per cow averaged 1,757 pounds for February, 
8 pounds above February 2014. The number of milk cows 
on farms in the 23 major stated was 8.62 million head, 
106,000 head more than February 2014 and 2,000 more 
than January 2015.  
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Katelyn Walley-Stoll  
Extension Educator  
Farm Business Management  
716-664-9502 Ext. 202 kaw249@cornell.edu 

 
 

Comments: On farm milk prices have remained steady due to stable product prices on the market. Although butter prices 
declined on the CME from $1.78/lb to $1.68/lb they recovered to $1.75 at the market close on Friday, March 27th.Cheese 
has shown strength hovering around $1.55 for 40 pound blocks.  March prices have increased from February for all 
classes, but are still significantly lower than they were in 2014. The March Class III price should round out to be $15.55, 
up from February’s $15.46, but much lower than last year’s $23.33.   
 

Dairy exports have not contributed to stable prices for butter, cheese, or dry whey. According to the U.S. Dairy Export 
Council, dairy exports are at their biggest slump since January 2012. Compared to January a year ago, butterfat exports 
are down 75%, cheese is down 26%, dry whey is down 15%, and lactose down 23%. On a total milk solids basis, January 
exports accounted for 11.2% of U.S. milk production compared to a high of 17.7% last year. Because of the strength of 
the U.S. dollar and the economy, U.S. products are unable to remain competitive on the world market. Europe’s economy 
is still stagnant, and Chinese dairy imports are falling, creating a difficult export market for the U.S. to be successful. 
(Cropp, Bob. Memo to Dairy-L. March 2015). 
 

It still appears that milk prices may not fall as low this spring as previously expected, and may be higher for the last half of 
the year. Futures are currently predicting that Class III will be over $16 by June, $17 by September, and will hold level 
through the year’s end. However, these prices may be optimistic as we are heading towards the welcome beginning of 
milk’s seasonal flush following drastic winter temperatures and are expecting softening exports through July. This could 
strain the capacity of some manufacturing plants here in the Northeast. Current trends support an increase in milk 
production. Last year the USDA estimated that milk production would be 2.2% higher for January, but it ended up only 
being 1.7% higher. The number of milk cows continued to increase, but at a slow pace of just 2,000 head more than 
January – Only a 1.1% increase over the past year. (Cropp, Bob. Memo to Dairy-L. March 2015). 
 

Penn State’s measure of Income over Feed Costs fell drastically by 10.4% in February as milk prices dropped and feed 
prices remained unchanged. February’s value for IOFC of $6.41/cow/day is well below 2014’s average of $11.62. Income 
over feed cost reflects daily gross milk income less feed costs for an average cow producing 65 pounds of milk per day. 
(Dunn, Jim. Penn State Dairy Outlook. March 2015). 
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April 9 - How to Structure a Farm business- What to do When your hobby becomes a job!  
6-8pm at the Silver Spoon Café in the Human Services Building at 323 Owego Street in Montour 
Falls 
 
The following topics will be address during the 1 hour session: Merchant Services, How to choose 

a merchant service provider—Local bank/Square, what to look for in fees/costs, contracts, 

buying/leasing equipment, deposit of sales, encryption of equipment. In addition we will also 
discuss Business Structures, including DBA versus LLC/Inc and Tax ID’s. 
 
Registration is appreciated by April 7. For questions please contact CCE Schuyler 607-535-7161. 
There is no fee to attend. 
 

April 10 - Estate Planning Seminar for Farmers  
10am—1pm  Bath Civil Defense Center 7220 State Rte 54, Bath  
Light lunch provided  
Please RSVP to Florence at 607-776-3765 by Wednesday, April 8 at noon 
  

April 18 – Swine Reproduction Clinic  
The New York Pork Producers Cooperative Inc. will be hosting Dr. Tim Safranski of the University 
of Missouri for a swine reproduction clinic on April 18, 2015 from 10:00 A.M.— 3:00 P.M. at the 
Crittenden Volunteer Fire Department. This event is free for members or $25 for non members. 
Please bring questions and interest in breeding and reproduction in swine. Lunch will be served. 

 

Cost : Free for Members / $25.00 for Non Members  

Where : Crittenden Volunteer Fire Department—13415 Genesee Street Alden, New York  

Topics : Replacement gilt selection / Finding replacement gilts / Feeding pre breeding / Estrus 
detection / estrus cycling / Breeding techniques / Attendee questions.  

How to Register : Call Krista at 716-697-3031 or Ed Keller at 585-813-4583  E-Mail 
info@newyorkpork.org 
 

April 24 – Successful Hops Production 
9:00am – 4:00pm 
Elks Club, Watkins Glen 
See page * for workshop details 
 
 

 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

TRADING POST: 
 

For Sale:  4 x 4 round bales of mixed hay and wheat straw bound with twine. Hay has been 
tested.  Large quantities available.  Please call:  607-535-4903 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

COMING EVENTS: 
 

April 2nd or April 14th   - Grafting Workshop 
6pm-8:30pm 
*Both classes are the same so please choose one*  
Learn the history of grafting, See a hands on grafting demonstration, Learn how to make your own 
grafts 
Take two grafted trees home (15-20 varieties to choose from or bring your own scion wood) 
There is a $25 dollar fee for this workshop. Each class is limited to 12 participants, so please register 
early 
Workshop location: 
Schuyler County Soil And Water Conservation Building 
2400 Meads Hill RoadWatkins Glen, NY 14891 
Guest Speaker: John Reynolds of Daring Drake Farm 
For questions contact Roger Ort at 607-535-7161 or email rlo28@cornell.edu 
 

April 8 - Invasive Forest Pests Public Training 
Noon – 4 PM 
Location: Civil Defense Center, 7220 State Rte 54, Bath NY 
Public Training for Emerald Ash Borer, Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, and Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Identification and Management 

 
Cornell University Entomology Department, Cornell Cooperative Extension, and the Finger Lakes 
Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management will host a free public training for identifying 
and managing emerald ash borer, hemlock woolly adelgid, and Asian longhorned beetle. These 
invasive insects pose a serious threat to our forests and forest industries. Participants will learn how 
to detect and identify these destructive invasive pests, and how to get involved to slow their spread. 
Please contact Emily Staychock to register for this free event: ecs268@cornell.edu; 315-536-5123 
x4127. 
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