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June-August Programs  
It’s the Climate for Changing Grasses: with Dr. Frank Rossi 
When: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Harvest Moon Farm & Orchard, 130 Hardscrabble Road, North Salem, NY 10560 
Program: Dr. Frank Rossi, Associate Professor of Turfgrass Science, Cornell University, is one of 
the world's leading experts on turfgrass science.  Join us and benefit from his knowledge and 
expertise. BBQ included. Sponsored by the New York State Turf and Landscape Association 
Register:  $45 NYSTLA Member, $55 Non Member BBQ included! Call (914)993-9455 or  
Email: admin@nystla.com. Online registration here or Download Registration Form here 
 

23rd Annual ReLeaf Conference 
When: July 16-18, 2015 
Where: SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York 
Program: Urban Forestry in a Changing Climate, American Chestnut Research, Tours Workshops 
and much more!  Read Complete Program here: 
http://www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com/pdfs/Program%20pages.pdf 
Register: online here: http://www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com/conference.asp 
 

Christmas Tree Farmers’ Association of NY, summer meeting  
When: July 17-18, 2015  
Where: Bob’s Trees in Galway NY  http://www.christmastreesny.org/Meetings.php 
Summer Meeting Programs: 
http://www.christmastreesny.org/Downloads/CTFANY%20Summer%20Preliminary%20Program%20
2015.pdf 
Registration: use form here: 
http://www.christmastreesny.org/Downloads/CTFANY%20SM%20Registration%20Form%202015.pd
f 
 

IPM In-depth: Hands-on Greenhouse Workshop 
When: Wednesday July 22 Registration at 10:45 and program to 4:30 
Where: Plant Science Building, Cornell University Campus, Ithaca NY 
Program: DEC credits have been applied for. 

The Doctor is IN: Bring plant samples with pest, disease or nutrient issues. We'll try to 
determine the problems and discuss effective management plans. 
 
Pint-Sized Predators – Mites for Biocontrol In this session, we will learn about the 
identification, biology, behavior, and use of predaceous mites that are used for biocontrol of 
greenhouse pests, with an emphasis on Amblyseius cucumeris for biocontrol of thrips. 
 
Control freaks – using Plant Growth Regulators successfully Plant growth regulators 
(PGR’s) are extremely useful tools for some greenhouse crops, but if used incorrectly, you 
might not get what you hoped for. Bill Miller will cover all the aspects of using PGRs safely 
and accurately to get the perfect plant – choice of PGR and what they do, proper mixing and 
application, and how to do those calculations correctly! 
 
Get Smart! – using your smartphone to manage insect pests Learn how to use the 
Greenhouse Scout app to identify pests and figure out which beneficials to use to manage 
them. Then put your scouting results right in your smartphone or pad and check the graphs 

mailto:admin@nystla.com
http://nystla.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f49fbbca9&id=4e25f25c00&e=c36c1ac0c3
http://nystla.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=8f49fbbca9&id=c09af5911e&e=c36c1ac0c3
http://www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com/pdfs/Program%20pages.pdf
http://www.nysurbanforestrycouncil.com/conference.asp
http://www.christmastreesny.org/Meetings.php
http://www.christmastreesny.org/Downloads/CTFANY%20Summer%20Preliminary%20Program%202015.pdf
http://www.christmastreesny.org/Downloads/CTFANY%20Summer%20Preliminary%20Program%202015.pdf
http://www.christmastreesny.org/Downloads/CTFANY%20SM%20Registration%20Form%202015.pdf
http://www.christmastreesny.org/Downloads/CTFANY%20SM%20Registration%20Form%202015.pdf
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to see what the populations are doing! You will receive a copy of the app when you register 
for the IPM In-depth. 

 
Registration: Preregistration, required by July 13 via check or credit card (online form coming soon). 
Cost is $65 (includes lunch and parking fee). There is no onsite registration for IPM In-Depth. 
 
Please contact Elizabeth Lamb for more information at (607) 254-8800 or email her at 
eml38@cornell.edu 
 

 
Floriculture Field Day  
When? Tuesday, August 11. Registration 8:00 to 8:30 a.m. Program 8:30AM-3PM 
Where? Morning program at Cornell Veterinary College Education Center, afternoon at Bluegrass 
Lane Turf and Landscape Research Facility, Ithaca, NY 
What? Grow your business by capitalizing on market trends and using your greenhouse space year-
round.  
Program: This year’s morning educational program features:  
·         Allan Armitage on new must-have plants 
·         Chris Wien on high tunnel cut flowers 
·         Peter Konjoian on greenhouse vegetables 
·         Margery Daughtrey on diseases every edibles grower must know*  
Lunch at Bluegrass Lane will be followed with guided tours of annual flower plants landscape 
performance trials and pest and disease identification*. New for this year are: patio vegetable 
varieties and displays, combination flower/edible containers, and a comparison of retail potting 
mixes. Be sure to enter the Pufahl Container Design Competition. The day ends with our annual ice 
cream social with Cornell Dairy ice cream.  
*DEC Pesticide Recertification Credits have been applied for 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to network with top industry professionals.  
 
Be sure to attend our Cornell Alumni and Friends (and we are all friends, right?) event the evening 
prior to Field Day, August 10 at 5:30 p.m. More details to be posted shortly. 
 
Registration: For more information see www.greenhouse.cornell.edu Questions? contact Tara Reed 
at 607-255-2131 or tln2@cornell.edu. 

[Top of Page] 

Articles 
Norway spruce gall midge? New Non-Native Pest of Norway Spruce 

Norway spruce appears to have a new (well new for the Hudson Valley of NY) pest.  Site visits to 
several Christmas tree farms, an estate and samples submitted to our diagnostic lab appears to be 
damage from the spruce gall midge (Piceacecis abietiperda).  Symptoms include swollen bare twigs, 
death of the twig beyond the gall or swelling and needle drop.  UMass in a recent landscape update 
reports "The Norway spruce gall midge is native to Europe and was first detected in Connecticut in 
1983. Symptoms include deformed or bent shoots, swellings in nodes and premature needle 
shedding. This pest is known only from Norway spruce in both Europe and northeastern North 
America.”  What I observed at a local estate was tiny exit holes at the base of newly emerging twig 
nodes and tiny black colored midges flying about a landscape specimen Norway spruce.  To my 
knowledge there is nothing labeled for this pest and further investigation needs to be done. 
 

mailto:eml38@cornell.edu
http://www.greenhouse.cornell.edu/container_contest/index.htm
http://www.greenhouse.cornell.edu/
mailto:tln2@cornell.edu
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http://christmastree.for.msu.edu/pdf/Spruce%20Gall%20Midge%20Fact%20Sheet%20-
%20May%202011A.pdf 
 
Interesting abstract about this non-native pest:  http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.4289/0013-
8797.116.4.378?journalCode=went 
 
Submitted by Stephanie D. Radin, Agriculture/Horticulture Program Leader, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Dutchess County 
 
"Apparently there is more to the Norway spruce gall midge story.  That’s usually how things go.   
By the way, it isn’t new – Dan Gilrein has seen it almost every year for the last 10 or so on Long 
Island.  Usually it is not bad enough to do any control – and we don’t have clear ideas on control.  If 
the pesticide is aimed at the adult midges we need to know when they are flying.  Once the larva is 
in the woody part of the twig, it is much more difficult to control.  But – the good news?!  The pupa 
that was found in Connecticut last week was already parasitized.  Hooray!  We have good bugs on 
our side.” 
 
Adapted from Dr. Elizabeth Lamb, NYS Integrated Pest Management Program 

Christmas tree IPM Update 

 
Forest Service announces $1.9 million for community forests 
The U.S. Forest Service announced Tuesday more than $1.9 million in Community Forest Program 
grants to support local communities and preserve community forests across the United States. 
The Community Forest Program provides financial assistance grants to local governments, tribes 
and qualified nonprofit organizations working to establish community forests with a focus on 
economic and environmental benefits, education, forest stewardship, and recreation opportunities. 
The federal grants are matched with an additional $8.2 million in funding from other partners and 
represent a strategic investment in local communities.  
“These forests are created and supported by the local community, but the benefits reach far beyond 
the community forest boundaries,” said Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell. “This program aids in 
protecting, enhancing, and conserving the nation’s forests for future generations, while creating jobs 
in local communities and providing thousands of Americans better access to the great outdoors.” 
 
To see the communities who were awarded these moneys, (None of them are in New York) read the 
rest of the article here: http://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/forest-service-announces-19-million-
community-forests 
 
Submitted by Gerald G. Giordano, Senior Horticulture Consultant/Extension Community Educator, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County 

 [Top of Page] 

Pollinators: News, Research, and Recordings . . . 
As professional Horticulturists we can support and protect pollinators in the Landscape. When talking 
to customers, these videos and resources can help you promote responsible landscape practices. 
Listen here to Dr Betsy Lamb talk about, “The Buzz on Neonicotinoids” 
http://extension.psu.edu/pests/plant-diseases/all-fact-sheets/boxwood-diseases 
Also available here, the April issue of IPM insights that focuses on “The Pollinator Puzzle”: 
http://www.northeastipm.org/about-us/publications/ipm-insights/april-2015-download/ 
Dave Smitley at Michigan State has been doing research on neonicotinoids on ornamentals. This 
article covers some of the questions you might get and how you might react to them: Planting garden 
center flowers is good for bees and other beneficial insects. 

http://christmastree.for.msu.edu/pdf/Spruce%20Gall%20Midge%20Fact%20Sheet%20-%20May%202011A.pdf
http://christmastree.for.msu.edu/pdf/Spruce%20Gall%20Midge%20Fact%20Sheet%20-%20May%202011A.pdf
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.4289/0013-8797.116.4.378?journalCode=went
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.4289/0013-8797.116.4.378?journalCode=went
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/nursery_ghouse/
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/cfp.shtml
http://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/forest-service-announces-19-million-community-forests
http://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/forest-service-announces-19-million-community-forests
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/westchester/
http://extension.psu.edu/pests/plant-diseases/all-fact-sheets/boxwood-diseases
http://www.northeastipm.org/about-us/publications/ipm-insights/april-2015-download/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/planting_garden_center_flowers_is_good_for_bees_and_other_beneficial_insect
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/planting_garden_center_flowers_is_good_for_bees_and_other_beneficial_insect
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American Hort has a video on Protecting Bees and Pollinators. 
Flowers Canada created a free poster that shows some of the plants that attract pollinators (and it 
works for the US, too, I bet) Flowers Canada Pollinators Poster. 
 
Adapted from the NYS IPM website: Pollinators http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/pollinators/ 
 

Bee Survey: Lower Winter Losses, Higher Summer Losses, Increased Total 
Losses of managed honey bee colonies were 23.1 percent for the 2014-2015 winter but summer 
losses exceeded winter numbers for the first time, making annual losses for the year 42.1 percent, 
according to preliminary results of the annual survey conducted by the Bee Informed Partnership 
(http://beeinformed.org), the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Apiary Inspectors of 
America. 
 
The winter loss improvement was about 0.6 percentage points less than the losses reported for the 
2013-2014 winter. This is the second year in a row that winter losses have been noticeably lower 
than the nine year average winter loss of 28.7 percent. 
 
However, beekeepers are not losing colonies only in the winter but also throughout the summer, 
sometimes at significant levels. Summer losses for 2014 were reported as 27.4 percent, exceeding 
2014-2015 winter losses for the first time. In previous years, 2013 summer losses were reported as 
19.8 percent compared to 23.7 percent for 2013-2014 winter losses, and 2012 summer losses were 
reported as 25.3 percent compared to 30.5 percent for 2012-2013 winter losses. Winter losses were 
considered October 2014 through April 2015. Total annual losses were 42.1 percent for April 2014 
through April 2015.  The new figure is up from 34.2 percent for 2013-2014. 
 
Read the rest here: http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2015/150513.htm 
 
Submitted by Jen Stengle, Resource Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County 
 

Scientists Develop Sustainable, Environmentally Friendly Potting Medium 

A new type of sustainable and environmentally friendly potting medium made from thinned pine trees 
has been created by U.S. Department of Agriculture(USDA) scientists and their university 
cooperators. 
 
Nursery plants are now grown in containers filled with soil-less potting medium, formally called 
substrate, consisting of Canadian peat moss, perlite, vermiculite and pine bark. But obtaining these 
materials can be costly and time-consuming, due to required energy inputs and availability. 
WholeTree is a new material that can be used alone or mixed with other materials to make 
substrate.  
 
As its name suggests, WholeTree is made from all parts of a tree, in particular the southern pine tree 
(Pinus taeda). But the trees aren't cut down in natural forests. Instead, the trees used to make 
WholeTree are harvested from tree plantations at the thinning stage, when some trees are removed 
to achieve a density the site can support. Once processed, WholeTree can be used as an alternative 
substrate. 
 
Read the rest of the article here: http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2010/100805.htm 
 
Submitted by Jen Stengle, Resource Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County 
 

http://americanhort.org/AmericanHort/Membership/Private/protect_bees.aspx
http://www.flowerscanadagrowers.com/pollinator-poster
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/pollinators/
http://beeinformed.org/
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
http://www.apiaryinspectors.org/
http://www.apiaryinspectors.org/
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2015/150513.htm
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/putnam/
http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2010/100805.htm
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/putnam/
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Asian Gypsy Moths: Not here yet, but . . .  
That’s right, Asian Gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar asiatica). This is a new invasive species and it a 
generalist feeder. Last year’s survey did not find any in NYS. (Map here: 
http://pest.ceris.purdue.edu/map.php?code=ITAXQBA) However Asian Gypsy Moth moves easily on 
firewood and wood products with bark. Like European gypsy moths, egg masses are laid on the 
surface of things like trees, campers, outdoor furniture! So moving many sorts of things can hasten 
their spread.  
 
The Asian gypsy moths present an even greater threat than the European gypsy moth (L. dispar L)  
because they feed upon an even greater variety of plants - more than 600 species of plants, 
including alder, ash, beech, birch, chestnut, elm, hornbeam, linden, maple, oak, poplar, sumac, 
trembling aspen, walnut, willow, fruit trees, and certain conifers, including some cedars, Douglas fir, 
hemlock, juniper, larch, pine, redwood, spruce and some true firs. 
 
Read more here: http://www.dontmovefirewood.org/gallery-of-pests/asian-gypsy-moth.html-0 
And Don’t move Firewood! 
 
Submitted by Jen Stengle, Resource Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County 
 

[Top of Page] 

Regional Updates: 
Report from Westchester: Invasive Beetles Cause Injury Amid Recent Dry Conditions 
 
Dry! Dry! Dry most describes conditions in the landscape as May 2015 passes into the weather 
history books. Hopefully, the rainfall that has occurred with the coming of June will begin to put a 
dent in recent deficits that can be found documented at the Northeast Regional Climate Center 
(NRCC) website: http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/ The NRCC website can be your “one-stop destination” 
for everything from growing degree day totals to information on lawn watering input needs. Simply 
click on the items in the “Specialty Pages” drop down menu. While you’re at it, don’t forget to check 
out the daily almanacs on the home page. 
 
In the Westchester lab, Lily leaf beetle (Lilioceris lilii) seems to have been more evident destroying 
this favorite garden flower this spring more than at any other season since the insect was first 
spotted in Westchester a few years ago. For more information on this pest and ongoing research 
aimed at biological control, see the following UCONN and URI sites:  
http://ipm.uconn.edu/documents/raw2/html/569.php?aid=569. 
http://web.uri.edu/biocontrol/sample-page/lily-leaf-beetle/ 
For New York State, DEC approved chemical control methods for lily leaf beetle; contact your local 
CCE office. 
 
Another invasive pest that seems to be particularly active in Westchester this spring is viburnum leaf 
beetle, (Pyrrhalta viburni). It was found devouring our native Viburnum dentatum in a local park in 
mid-May with reports from consumers and landscapers coming into the lab as well. For more 
information see the following fact sheet from the Cornell University Insect Diagnostic laboratory: 
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Viburnum-Leaf-Beetle-12g0ctu.pdf 
For current, New York State DEC approved pesticide guidelines for the control of Viburnum leaf 
beetle, contact your local Cornell Cooperative Extension office. 
  
Written by Gerald G. Giordano, Senior Horticulture Consultant/Extension Community Educator, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport?urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_plant_health/sa_domestic_pests_and_diseases/sa_pests_and_diseases/sa_insects/sa_gypsy_moth/ct_gypsy_moth
http://pest.ceris.purdue.edu/map.php?code=ITAXQBA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpest.ceris.purdue.edu%2Fpest.php%3Fcode%3DITAXQBA&ei=nnxnVe2PBI2ayASit4DYCQ&bvm=bv.93990622,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEN2CS83JiUgdlqHSFeD4GPKFlPag&ust=1432931866338745
http://bugwoodcloud.org/images/384x256/1399191.jpg
http://www.dontmovefirewood.org/gallery-of-pests/asian-gypsy-moth.html-0
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/putnam/
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
http://ipm.uconn.edu/documents/raw2/html/569.php?aid=569
http://web.uri.edu/biocontrol/sample-page/lily-leaf-beetle/
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Viburnum-Leaf-Beetle-12g0ctu.pdf
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/westchester/


Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Please notify us if you have special needs. 

 
Report from Putnam: Another Kind of Clockwork Orange!  
 
Like clockwork, Gymnosporangium rusts waited out the dry spell. 
I knew I would get the calls as soon as it rained. “What are those orange globs of goo dripping from 
my cedars, junipers (or even “jupiter” bushes).” Not only phone calls but samples in used coffee cups 
and lunch baggies with crumbs. That first soaking rain caused the galls on junipers to open up and 
deliver the infectious spores (delivered on tentacle-like telia) which can be blown on wind and driven 
by rain, to land and infect newly emerging foliage of susceptible host plant. That host plant (apple, 
quince or pear for example) may first develop spots. Those spots later expand, becoming bright red 
or orange, to produce the second stage of this disease. Depending on the specific rust, these blister-
like protrusions produce alien-looking extrusions emerging from the lower leaf surface  
 
While we have all been living with Cedar/Apple rust for a long time, a newcomer to our area is 
making a mess of Bradford and Callery pears. Pear trellis rust is definitely here in the lower Hudson 
Valley, and its impact on the ornamental characteristic of Bradford pears is very noticeable. 
Canopies can become very thin and plants look disfigured or blighted. The junipers and cedars don’t 
look as bad! Currently there are no pesticides specifically labelled for control of this disease. 
Remove susceptible junipers and cedars from the area, or plant disease-resistant cultivars. 
 
For more information on the disease and its first description, see this article written by some of our 
favorite Cornell pathologists: 
http://www.apsnet.org/publications/plantdisease/2012/September/Pages/96_9_1373.2.aspx 
 
Written by Jen Stengle, Resource Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County 
 
Pesticide Update 
Recent NYSDEC 2(ee) recommendations: Bluegrass weevil and Invasive plants 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has recently approved the following 2(ee) 
recommendations: 
 

         Molt-X (EPA Reg. No. 68539-11) – for control of the unlabeled pest annual bluegrass weevil in 
turfgrass 

         Pathfinder II (EPA Reg. No. 62719-176) – for control of the unlabeled pests burning bush, Japanese 
barberry, and porcelain berry. 

         Garlon 4 Ultra (EPA Reg. No. 62719-527) – for control of the unlabeled pests burning bush, Japanese 
barberry, and porcelain berry. 

         Arsenal Herbicide (EPA Reg. No. 241-346) – for control of the unlabeled pests burning bush, 
porcelain berry, and yellow iris. 

         Roundup Custom for Aquatic & Terrestrial Use (EPA Reg. No. 524-343) – for control of the unlabeled 
pests burning bush, Japanese barberry, porcelain berry, and yellow iris. 

         Rodeo (EPA Reg. No. 62719-324) - for control of the unlabeled pests burning bush, Japanese 
barberry, porcelain berry, and yellow iris. 

         Accord XRT II (EPA Reg. No. 62719-556) - for control of the unlabeled pests burning bush, Japanese 
barberry, porcelain berry, and yellow iris. 

         Roundup Pro Herbicide (EPA Reg. No. 524-475) - for control of the unlabeled pests burning bush, 
Japanese barberry, porcelain berry, and yellow iris. 

 
A copy of the Molt-X 2(ee) is currently available on PIMS. Copies of the remaining 2(ee) recommendations 
are currently available on our website and will be available on PIMS shortly. 
 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/cedar-apple-rust.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/Portals/0/Gardening/Gardening%20Help/images/Pests/CedarApple_Rust615.jpg
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/factsheets/documents/pear_rust.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-3ogZiSvUVkk/Tnd8mTVlf7I/AAAAAAAADBo/pD6gP4XmMoo/s640/PearTrellisRust.jpg
http://www.apsnet.org/publications/plantdisease/2012/September/Pages/96_9_1373.2.aspx
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/putnam/
http://pims.psur.cornell.edu/
http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu/regulation/2ee/unlabeled_pest/right_of_way/herbicides/index.html
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Users must have a copy of the appropriate 2(ee) recommendation in their possession at the time of use. 
 

Forwarded from: 
Mike Helms, Extension Support Specialist/Managing Editor - Cornell Guidelines 
Pesticide Management Education Program (PMEP) 
Cornell Guidelines Website: http://ipmguidelines.org 
PMEP Website: http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu 
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Certified Landscape Technician Training Contact: NYSTLA at 914-993-9455 or visit 
www.nystla.com An optional national testing program to recognize proficiency of qualified landscape 
professionals. 
 
Certified Nursery Professional Training Contact: In Dutchess, Putnam & Westchester: Scott 
Olivieri 914-682-4224; In Orange, Rockland & Ulster: Contact: Mark Masseo 845-658-9148 By 
passing this exam you can earn the title Certified Nursery Professional (CNP). Contact your New 
York State Nursery and Landscape Association, listed above, for more details.  
 

About Pesticide Certification 
If you apply pesticides, including weed-killers, weed and feed products, insecticides, fungicides, or 
tick control products to customer's properties for hire, you or someone in your company must be a 
New York State Certified Pesticide Applicator through the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation and have their business registered. 
 
There are three levels of commercial certification: applicator, technician, and apprentice: 

For Commercial Applicators 
To be eligible to take the exams to become certified, you must meet one of the following 
requirements: 
3 out of the past 5 years of verifiable experience as an apprentice working in the category applicant 
is seeking certification in; or 3 out of the past 5 years as a certified private applicator in a 
corresponding private category; or Certification in another State with which New York has reciprocity; 
or if seeking certification in the Sales Category - At least 3 years experience in the sale of pesticides, 
or can demonstrate, through applicable training certifications or education degrees, that one 
possesses appropriate technical background. 
 
Certified Pesticide Technician: be at least 17 years of age. 2 years of verifiable experience as an 
apprentice; or Completion of a 30-hr. training course, approved by the NYS DEC or a baccalaureate 
or associate degree from an accredited college or university in the area seeking certification. These 
are offered at the following: 30 Hour Courses: Pest Management Training Center (B. H. Stangel, 
Inc.): (845) 357-7734, barrypmtc@optonline.net, or visit www.pestmanagementtraining.com/s/. 
Advanced Technical Consultants (ATC): Kevin Hurley, 845-687-6483, or visit www.pested.com (on 
line courses). For a more detailed list of current 30 hour certification courses, search the Bureau of 
Pest Management - Information Portal at http://www.dec.ny.gov/nyspad. 
Technicians, once certified, desiring full applicator status the following documentation is required: a 
letter indicating 2 yrs. of experience or 1 yr. of experience plus 12 recertification credits. Experience 
and recertification credits must be category or sub-category specific. 
 
Pesticide Apprentice: Must be at least 16 years of age; Must receive 40 hours of pesticide use 
experience under supervision of a certified applicator and a minimum of 8 hours of instruction on 
topics outlined in Section 325.18 of Part 325 Rules & Regulations relating to the application of 
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pesticides, before being able to apply general use pesticides under the off-site direct supervision of a 
certified applicator. Documentation of the above must be maintained by the certified applicator, and 
include: name & address of apprentice; date(s) of instruction or observation; content of training and 
certification category; instructor's name and certification identification number; and an evaluation of 
the competency of the apprentice. 
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For Private Applicators 
 Must be at least 17 years old. Have at least one year of full-time experience within the last three 
years in the use of pesticides in the category in which certification is requested --OR Has completed 
a 30-hr. training course, or has received an associate's or higher level college degree in the area of 
which certification is requested. 
 
For further information on eligibility rules and regulations, and fees, contact the NYS DEC Region 3 
Pesticide Staff at (845) 256-3097. Eligible candidates for certification must and pass two 
examinations, administered by the NYSDEC. Once you determine you are eligible for certification, 
contact -your county's NYS DEC office for information on registering for the exams. 
NYS DEC Region 3 can be reached by calling (845) 256-3097. 
 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension County Commercial Horticulture Educators  
Dutchess: Stephanie Radin, sradin@cornell.edu, 845-677-8223 x 104  
Orange: Rosemarie Baglia, rsb22@cornell.edu, 845-344-1234  
Putnam: Jennifer Stengle, jjs95@cornell.edu, 845-278-6738  
Rockland: Anne Christian, alc44@cornell.edu, 845-429-7085  
Ulster: Teresa Rusinek, tr28@cornell.edu, 845-340-3990  
Westchester: Gerald Giordano, ggg3@cornell.edu, 914-946-3005 
 

Resources:  
Free Newsletters 
Greenhouse IPM update: Elizabeth M. Lamb eml38@cornell.edu 
Christmas Tree IPM update: Elizabeth M. Lamb eml38@cornell.edu 
 
Subscription Newsletters: 
Cornell Turf Program: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/ 
Subscribe to Turf Short Cutt, RSS Feed, Blog: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/pdfs/shortcuttorder.pdf 
 
Branching Out: http://branchingout.cornell.edu/ 
Newsletter Subscription: http://branchingout.cornell.edu/Subscriptions.html 
 
Eastern New York Commercial Horticulture Program (Fruits and vegetables): http://enych.cce.cornell.edu/ 
Enrolled Newsletter Subscription: email mmp74@cornell.edu 
 
Free Weekly Updates: 

 USDA Crop/Weather/Livestock updates: chose your crop, Ag industry or just the weather and email 
updates will be sent weekly: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/New_York/Subscribe_to_NY_Reports/ 

 Forecast: weekly updates for Turf Industry http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass/ 
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Mention of trade names and commercial products is for educational purposes; no discrimination is intended 
and no endorsement by Cornell University Cooperative Extension or Cornell University is implied. Pesticide 
recommendations are for informational purposes only and manufacturers' recommendations change. 
Read the manufacturers' instructions carefully before use. 
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Cornell University Cooperative Extension and Cornell University assume no responsibility for the use of any 
pesticide or chemicals. Some of the links provided are not maintained by Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension and Cornell University. Cornell University Cooperative Extension and Cornell University are not 
responsible for information on these websites. 
 
They are included for information purposes only and no endorsement by Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension or Cornell University is implied. You have received this newsletter because you indicated an 
interest in hearing about the information included in Hudson Valley Horticulture. 
 
If you wish to be removed from future mailings, please contact the office in your county. 
 
If this newsletter has been forwarded to you and you would be interested in receiving a copy each month, 
contact your local Cornell University Cooperative Extension Educator and ask to be put on the list. 


