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February/March Programs  
 

2015 Hudson Valley Nursery Greenhouse School, Rescheduled: New Date! 
When: Friday Feb 27th, 8:30 am to 3:45 pm. 
Where: Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County, Middletown, NY   
Registration: See contact below for additional details. No refunds; Substitutions are allowed.  
NYS DEC Pesticide Recertification Credits have been approved for Categories 1a, 3a, 3c, 10, 
23, 24 and 25. 
Contact: Call 845-344-1234 or email cah94@cornell.edu 

[Top of Page] 

Commercial Horticulture Webinar Series: Mark your calendars 
The Cornell Cooperative Extension Sustainable Horticulture program work team announces its fall 
webinar lineup. Once again, these classes will cover two topics and offer recertification and 
continuing education credits. . (While webinars will be recorded for later viewing, you must attend the 
live webinar session to be eligible for credits) 

 February 19th: Tall Fescues: the Pros and Cons and Know thy Enemy: 
Understanding Ticks & their Management 
When: Thursday February 19th, 4:45pm to 7:15pm 
Where: Check with your Cornell Cooperative Extension county office to see if they are 
offering this webinar. Programs: Tall Fescue:  The Pros and Cons with Mary Thurn – 
Cornell Turfgrass team member. Deep-rooted and drought tolerant, tall fescue has come a 
long way since the introduction of K-31 in the 1940’s. Improved characteristics of turf-type tall 
fescue varieties have led to increased use in many situations, including home lawns, school 
grounds and athletic fields. Learn about the advantages and disadvantages of this versatile 
turfgrass species and how it may fit into ecological landscape management strategies.  
Know thy Enemy: Understanding Ticks and their Management  with Matt Frye - Extension 
Associate in NY Integrated Pest Management program. Matt will discuss ticks as a public 
threat, general principles of integrated pest management (IPM) plus those specific for ticks 
including inspection methods. Matt will also cover tick biology and ecology essential for 
identification as well as management to reduce human exposure, reduce habitat that favor 
tick development and chemical options related to reducing existing tick populations. 

 March 12th: Beneficial Soil Microorganism research update and Invasive 
Species Labeling Requirements and Enforcement 
When: Thursday March 12th, 4:45pm to 7:15pm 
Where: Check with your Cornell Cooperative Extension county office to see if they are 
offering this webinar. 
Programs:  
Dr Kyle Wicking of Cornell University will discuss current research on Beneficial 
Microorganisms, what’s in the trade and how they work.  
Christopher Logue of NYS Ag and Markets will discuss the labeling requirements and 
enforcement for plants in NYSRR part 575 Prohibited and Regulated Invasive Species 
Express Terms. 
 

If you missed it: See previous webinars here: – Bill Miller talking about his research on using Bareroot 
liners of perennials for landscape installations. http://vimeo.com/113953594 And Margery Daughtrey with a 
2014 disease wrap up http://vimeo.com/113725179 & Life’s a Beech: Bleeding Beech Canker: from Dr. 
Shawn Kenaley http://vimeo.com/109462935 & many more educational and informative updates 

 

mailto:cah94@cornell.edu
http://vimeo.com/113953594
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http://vimeo.com/109462935
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NYSTA Southeast Regional Turf Conference 

When: February 10 & 11, 2015 
Where: Ramada Conference Center, Fishkill, NY 
Contact: NYSTA at 800-873-8873 visit www.nysta.org, or email jill@nysta.org 
Sponsored by the New York State Turfgrass Association.  There will be a trade show and a 
number of program tracks running concurrently, including Sports Turf, Golf Turf, and 
Lawn/Landscape.  NYS DEC Credits, NJDEP Credits, STMA CEUs and ISA CEUs are 
available. See the flyer for more information.   
Program Flier: http://www.nysta.org/events/southeast2015/2015_se.pdf  
Registration:  http://www.nysta.org/events/southeast2015/se2015.html 
 

Diagnosing Turf-Infesting Insects: offered in English and Spanish 
When: March 4th & 5th, 2015 
Where: Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester, 3 west Main, Elmsford NY 

Program: Before any insect control actions can be taken, you must correctly identify the 
insect(s) involved and determine “who” or “what” are the culprits. Build your skills through this 
hands-on and informative workshop with Dr. Daniel Peck. Learn to confidently recognize the 
bugs and grubs, weevils and leatherjackets that infest – and injure– your turf grass.  
Identificación y Reconocimiento de Insectos que Infestan Césped 
Ausente un diagnóstico preciso de un problema de plaga, los esfuerzos de un manejo 
integrado de plaga fallarán. Antes de poder tomar cualquier acción de control de insectos, se 
tiene que identificar correctamente el insecto involucrado y determinar “quién” o “qué” es el 
culpable. Fortelezca su destreza mediante este taller informativo con el Dr. Daniel Peck. 
Aprenda a reconocer con confianza los chinches y gallinas ciegas, gorgojos y gusanos que 
infestan – y dañan – su césped.. 
Contact: dcpeck@grass-systems-entomology.com 
Registration: www.grass-systems-entomology.com/ This course is offered both in English 
and Spanish (be sure to select the correct date when registering) 

[Top of Page] 

Articles 
Hemlock Declining Rapidly in Catskills, Says Study 
USDA Forest Service News Release: Hemlock Declining Rapidly in Catskills, Says Study. Hemlock 
trees in New York’s Catskill region are rapidly declining, a recent study found. U.S. Forest Service 
and University of Vermont scientists used high-tech aerial imaging and ground-based surveys to 
examine a 274-square-mile area there in 2012. They found only 16 percent of hemlocks in the study 
area were healthy, a rapid drop from 59 percent of only a decade earlier. 
 
Forest Service Forest Entomologist Ryan Hanavan said the decline is due almost exclusively to an 
ongoing infestation of hemlock woolly adelgid (Adelges tsugae). HWA is an invasive insect and 
major forest pest in the Eastern United States that attacks Eastern and Carolina hemlocks, two 
important tree species in Eastern forests.Dying hemlocks affect water quality and soil erosion in 
native ecosystems. A loss of hemlock trees to Northeast forests could affect a variety of other 
species. 
 
Elongate hemlock scale (Fiorinia externa) is also infesting hemlocks in the study area, but is 
apparently only a minor contributor to the hemlock decline. “The hyperspectral imaging system helps 
us to identify tree species and detect stress related to insect and disease activity. It uses vegetation-
specific spectral band combinations in the visible and near-infrared spectrum,” added Hanavan. 
“These band combinations called ‘vegetation indices’ can measure specific health indicators that 

www.nysta.org
mailto:jill@nysta.org
http://www.nysta.org/events/southeast2015/2015_se.pdf
http://www.nysta.org/events/southeast2015/se2015.html
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allow us to categorize hemlock damage,” he said. “Our plot-level measurements help us to build 
large-scale health assessments using hyperspectral imagery that covers large areas across a 
landscape.” 
 
The report also recommends using optimal biological control release sites based on current hemlock 
condition and other landscape attributes. The Forest Service is working with other state forestry and 
agriculture agencies in the HWA Initiative. Significant Forest Service resources are being focused on 
establishing biocontrol agents to manage HWA-impacted areas, including in New York.The study 
was published in the Journal of Economic Entomology, Jan. 28, and it is available at: 
http://bit.ly/1zcsibM 
 
Submitted by Gerald G. Giordano, Senior Horticulture Consultant/Extension Community Educator, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County 
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Nitrogen in Reclaimed Water Can Benefit Turfgrass 
Source: American Society of Horticultural Sciences Press Release. www.ashs.org 

Gainesville, Florida (January 5, 2015)--As competition for fresh water increases and fertilizer prices 
rise, the horticulture industry is looking to reclaimed wastewater as a valuable resource for supplying 
irrigation and necessary nutrients for urban landscapes. In the U.S., Florida is a leading user of 
recycled water; more than 50% of the state's reclaimed water is being put to use for irrigation of 
recreational areas such as golf courses, parks, and residential landscapes. New research suggests 
that recycled wastewater can actually be beneficial for turfgrass growth because it contains 
nutrients--such as nitrogen and phosphorous--that are essential to plant health. 
 
According to the authors of a study published in HortScience, there are three stages of wastewater 
treatment: primary, secondary, and advanced. Reclaimed water (RW) is defined as wastewater that 
has gone through at least secondary treatment. "The main difference between RW that has received 
secondary treatment versus advanced treatment is the reduced level of nutrients and other 
chemicals remaining in water subjected to advanced treatment 
 
As production and testing of reclaimed water increases, there is more interest in using the resource 
to irrigate residential lawns and urban landscapes. One benefit to using reclaimed water containing 
nitrogen is that it may allow for reductions in the amount of other sources of nitrogen fertilizers. "It is 
important to determine the optimum combinations of water and nutrient applications to support 
turfgrass production without impairing groundwater through losses of nutrients from the landscape," 
Fan and Hochmuth explained. They noted that few studies focused on the degree to which 
residential turfgrass can use the nitrogen from reclaimed water following advanced treatment. 
 
Results showed that turfgrass growth responded positively to nitrogen concentration in the irrigation 
water. The concentration of nitrogen in the unamended wastewater was not sufficient for optimal 
turfgrass growth. Measurements showed no difference in turfgrass growth with the base level 
nitrogen in the delivered reclaimed water compared with tap water. The data showed that as more N 
was added to the base recycled water, turfgrass growth increased. 
Read more here: http://www.plantmanagementnetwork.org/pub/crop/news/2015/ReclaimedWater/ 
 
The complete study and abstract are available on the ASHS HortTechnology electronic journal web 
site: horttech.ashspublications.org/content/24/5/565.abstract 
 
Submitted by Jen Stengle, Community Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County 
 

http://bit.ly/1zcsibM
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/westchester/
http://www.plantmanagementnetwork.org/pub/crop/news/2015/ReclaimedWater/
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/putnam/
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Updated Website of the NYS Ornamentals IPM Program 
The NYS Ornamentals IPM Program has been redesigned to be more user-friendly and have more 
information that you need. You’ll find publications listed by crop, upcoming programs and Pest 
Alerts. Plus links to newsletters and blog form, with a place for your comments. Here's the link: 
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/nursery_ghouse/default.asp. 
 
Send any comments or suggestions for improvements to Betsy Lamb, eml38@cornell.edu.   
 
Adapted from Nora Catlin, Northeast Greenhouse Notes, Cornell Cooperative Extension Suffolk 
County 

 

Conservation Biological Control: what works for crops can be adapted for the 

Landscape. 

Conservation biocontrol is a practice that was pioneered for agriculture but works as well in the 
landscape. By providing forage, structural refuge, and plant diversity for natural enemies you sustain 
the existing native population of these beneficial insects and give them a refuge from human-caused 
disturbances. When a pest problem arises, these natural enemies are already in the neighborhood 
(and have probably noticed the “problem” before you have.) 
This method of biological control can be integrated into landscape design from the start, or added in 
as time and customer’s budget allows. A conservation border can include trees, shrubs or perennials 
and provide colorful, textural, seasonal interest in the landscape. Conservation strips or “beetle 
banks”, provide nectar resources that attract and sustain beneficial insects like parasitoid wasps and 
flies, and predatory insects. These plants also provide resources for pollinators. 
 
View a Webinar on the subject here: http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/conservation-
biological-control-habitat-management-to-control-pests 
 
Adapted from Dr. Elizabeth Lamb, NYS Integrated Pest Management Program 

Greenhouse & Christmas tree IPM Update 

[Top of Page] 

Which way is up? NSF grant plants seeds for building better fruit trees 
(Ed. Note: Apical dominance and lateral growth are also of concern in ornamental tree varieties, so 
while this article is about fruit trees the implications for horticulture are wider)  
 
A Cornell-U.S. government research team is poised to transform the shape of trees and orchards to 
come, thanks to a $1.5 million grant from the National Science Foundation Plant Genome Research 
Program. 
 
The project, “Elucidating the Gene Networks Controlling Branch Angle and the Directional Growth of 
Lateral Meristems in Trees,” is led by Kenong Xu, assistant professor of horticulture at the New York 
State Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva, and plant molecular biologist Chris Dardick and 
research engineer Amy Tabb from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Appalachian Fruit Research 
Laboratory in West Virginia. 
 
The research team is seeking to uncover genes and gene networks that underpin how apical control 
– the inhibitory effect on a lateral branch’s growth by the shoots above it – influences branch growth 
in apple and peach trees. 
 

http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/nursery_ghouse/default.asp
http://ccesuffolk.org/
http://ccesuffolk.org/
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/beetle-banks-pest-management-ze0z1411zcwil.aspx?PageId=2#ArticleContent
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/beetle-banks-pest-management-ze0z1411zcwil.aspx?PageId=2#ArticleContent
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/conservation-biological-control-habitat-management-to-control-pests
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/conservation-biological-control-habitat-management-to-control-pests
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/nursery_ghouse/


Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Please notify us if you have special needs. 

By discovering the genes that determine apical control, researchers will be able to change the 
architecture of individual trees – raising the angle of branches, which in turn will allow more high-
density planting and transform the layout of orchards. Among the numerous benefits of such a 
breakthrough: more efficient use of land space, improved productivity, greater industry profitability 
and increased sustainability. 
 
Read the rest of this article here: http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/2015/01/nsf-grant-plants-
seeds-building-better-fruit-trees 
 
Submitted by Gerald G. Giordano, Senior Horticulture Consultant/Extension Community Educator, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County  
 

Pesticide Update 
Recent NYSDEC registration activity 

 The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has recently approved the 
registration of Kasumin 2L (EPA Reg. No. 66330-404) which contains the active ingredient 
kasugamycin. This is the first product registered in New York State containing this active 
ingredient. Kasumin is registered for use on pome fruit (apples and pears) for the control of 
fire blight. 

 Disarm 480 SC Fungicide is labeled for control of various fungal diseases in turf and 
ornamentals in commercial production and in landscape areas around residential, municipal, 
and commercial properties. Disarm is a restricted use pesticide in New York State. Like Evito, 
sale and use in Nassau and Suffolk Counties is prohibited and applications within 100 feet of 
a coastal marsh or a stream that drains directly into a coastal marsh are not allowed. 

A copy of the approved labels will be available on PIMS shortly. 
 
Forwarded from: 
Mike Helms, Extension Support Specialist/Managing Editor - Cornell Guidelines 
Pesticide Management Education Program (PMEP) 
Cornell Guidelines Website: http://ipmguidelines.org 
PMEP Website: http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu 

 

Other Professional Horticulture Programs of Interest: 
[Top of Page] 

30-Hr Pesticide Training Course, Troy, NY 
Category 3a Turf and Ornamentals (Commercial) and 
Category 25 Nursery, Ornamentals and Turf (Private)  
When: February 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19 
Where: Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County, Troy NY 
Program:  
This course is offered as part of the training requirements needed for people seeking to become 
certified as pesticide technicians in category 3a (turf and ornamentals) OR certified as a private 
applicator in category 25 (nursery, ornamentals and turf) by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). As such, 30 hours of training must be presented to class 
attendees. For complete requirements, contact the NYSDEC at (518) 357-2234 or visit the website 
http://psep.cce.cornell.edu/certification/Certification.aspx  
Contact Chuck Schmitt cds34@cornell.edu 
 

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/westchester/
http://pims.psur.cornell.edu/
http://ipmguidelines.org/
http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu/
http://psep.cce.cornell.edu/certification/Certification.aspx
mailto:cds34@cornell.edu
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Certified Landscape Technician Training Contact: NYSTLA at 914-993-9455 or visit 
www.nystla.com An optional national testing program to recognize proficiency of qualified landscape 
professionals. 
 
Certified Nursery Professional Training Contact: In Dutchess, Putnam & Westchester: Scott 
Olivieri 914-682-4224; In Orange, Rockland & Ulster: Contact: Mark Masseo 845-658-9148 By 
passing this exam you can earn the title Certified Nursery Professional (CNP). Contact your New 
York State Nursery and Landscape Association, listed above, for more details.  
 

About Pesticide Certification 
If you apply pesticides, including weed-killers, weed and feed products, insecticides, fungicides, or 
tick control products to customer's properties for hire, you or someone in your company must be a 
New York State Certified Pesticide Applicator through the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation and have their business registered. 
 
There are three levels of commercial certification: applicator, technician, and apprentice: 

For Commercial Applicators 
To be eligible to take the exams to become certified, you must meet one of the following 
requirements: 
3 out of the past 5 years of verifiable experience as an apprentice working in the category applicant 
is seeking certification in; or 3 out of the past 5 years as a certified private applicator in a 
corresponding private category; or Certification in another State with which New York has reciprocity; 
or if seeking certification in the Sales Category - At least 3 years experience in the sale of pesticides, 
or can demonstrate, through applicable training certifications or education degrees, that one 
possesses appropriate technical background. 
 
Certified Pesticide Technician: be at least 17 years of age. 2 years of verifiable experience as an 
apprentice; or Completion of a 30-hr. training course, approved by the NYS DEC or a baccalaureate 
or associate degree from an accredited college or university in the area seeking certification. These 
are offered at the following: 30 Hour Courses: Pest Management Training Center (B. H. Stangel, 
Inc.): (845) 357-7734, barrypmtc@optonline.net, or visit www.pestmanagementtraining.com/s/. 
Advanced Technical Consultants (ATC): Kevin Hurley, 845-687-6483, or visit www.pested.com (on 
line courses) For a more detailed list of current 30 hour certification courses, search the calendar 
database at Cornell University’s Pesticide Management and Education program: 
http://coursecalendar.psur.cornell.edu/ 
Technicians, once certified, desiring full applicator status the following documentation is required: a 
letter indicating 2 yrs. of experience or 1 yr. of experience plus 12 recertification credits. Experience 
and recertification credits must be category or sub-category specific. 
 
Pesticide Apprentice: Must be at least 16 years of age; Must receive 40 hours of pesticide use 
experience under supervision of a certified applicator and a minimum of 8 hours of instruction on 
topics outlined in Section 325.18 of Part 325 Rules & Regulations relating to the application of 
pesticides, before being able to apply general use pesticides under the off-site direct supervision of a 
certified applicator. Documentation of the above must be maintained by the certified applicator, and 
include: name & address of apprentice; date(s) of instruction or observation; content of training and 
certification category; instructor's name and certification identification number; and an evaluation of 
the competency of the apprentice. 
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For Private Applicators 
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 Must be at least 17 years old. Have at least one year of full-time experience within the last three 
years in the use of pesticides in the category in which certification is requested --OR Has completed 
a 30-hr. training course, or has received an associate's or higher level college degree in the area of 
which certification is requested. 
 
For further information on eligibility rules and regulations, and fees, contact the NYS DEC Region 3 
Pesticide Staff at (845) 256-3097. Eligible candidates for certification must and pass two 
examinations, administered by the NYSDEC. Once you determine you are eligible for certification, 
contact -your county's NYS DEC office for information on registering for the exams. 
NYS DEC Region 3 can be reached by calling (845) 256-3097. 
 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension County Commercial Horticulture Educators  
Dutchess: Stephanie Radin, sradin@cornell.edu, 845-677-8223 x 104  
Orange: Rosemarie Baglia, rsb22@cornell.edu, 845-344-1234  
Putnam: Jennifer Stengle, jjs95@cornell.edu, 845-278-6738  
Rockland: Anne Christian, alc44@cornell.edu, 845-429-7085  
Ulster: Teresa Rusinek, tr28@cornell.edu, 845-340-3990  
Westchester: Gerald Giordano, ggg3@cornell.edu, 914-946-3005 
 

Resources:  
Free Newsletters 
Greenhouse IPM update: Elizabeth M. Lamb eml38@cornell.edu 
Christmas Tree IPM update: Elizabeth M. Lamb eml38@cornell.edu 
 
Subscription Newsletters: 
Cornell Turf Program: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/ 
Subscribe to Turf Short Cutt, RSS Feed, Blog: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/pdfs/shortcuttorder.pdf 
 
Branching Out: http://branchingout.cornell.edu/ 
Newsletter Subscription: http://branchingout.cornell.edu/Subscriptions.html 
 
Eastern New York Commercial Horticulture Program (Fruits and vegetables): http://enych.cce.cornell.edu/ 
Enrolled Newsletter Subscription: email mmp74@cornell.edu 
 
Free Weekly Updates: 

 USDA Crop/Weather/Livestock updates: chose your crop, Ag industry or just the weather and email 
updates will be sent weekly: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/New_York/Subscribe_to_NY_Reports/ 

 Forecast: weekly updates for Turf Industry http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass/ 
 

[Top of Page] 
Mention of trade names and commercial products is for educational purposes; no discrimination is intended 
and no endorsement by Cornell University Cooperative Extension or Cornell University is implied. Pesticide 
recommendations are for informational purposes only and manufacturers' recommendations change. 
Read the manufacturers' instructions carefully before use. 
 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension and Cornell University assume no responsibility for the use of any 
pesticide or chemicals. Some of the links provided are not maintained by Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension and Cornell University. Cornell University Cooperative Extension and Cornell University are not 
responsible for information on these websites. 
 
They are included for information purposes only and no endorsement by Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension or Cornell University is implied. You have received this newsletter because you indicated an 
interest in hearing about the information included in Hudson Valley Horticulture. 
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If you wish to be removed from future mailings, please contact the office in your county. 
 
If this newsletter has been forwarded to you and you would be interested in receiving a copy each month, 
contact your local Cornell University Cooperative Extension Educator and ask to be put on the list. 


