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It’s A Growing ThingIt’s A Growing Thing!!  

Resources used: 
 

Dutchess County Agricultural District Data (2008), 

courtesy of Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County GIS lab 

2007 USDA Census of Agriculture 

New York Agriculture Statistics Service 2005 Equine Survey 

 Hudson Valley Fresh has created an 
entire product line using milk from  

local dairy farms 

 Home to 2 micro-processors of wool 

 4 cheese artisans 

 Home to one of the largest maple sugar 

operations in the state 

 17 Farmer’s Markets (winter and    

summer) 

 30 Pick-Your-Own Farms, roadside 

stands and ag-entertainment centers 

 12 Community Supported Agriculture 

farms (CSA’s) 

 2 farms participating in the lamb slider 
project of the DC Sheep and Wool 

Growers Assoc. 

 Numerous farms participate in NYC 

and other food hub markets 

 Farm Fresh Tours 

VALUE ADDED PRODUCTS 

The Dutchess County Agriculture and Farmland 

Protection Board was formed by an act of the County 

Legislature in 1993. Its purpose is to ensure the ongoing 

viability of farming as an industry and as a culturally 

important part of our County’s heritage. Our principal 

areas of responsibility include:  

 Authoring (1998) and updating the Dutchess County 

Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan.  

 Administering the annual inclusion and 8 year 

recertification programs for the County’s four 

Agricultural Districts, which confer NYS Right-to-

Farm protection to farm landowners.  

 Working with the NYS Department of Agriculture 

and Markets, local municipalities, local land trusts, 

and other County Agencies to assist farmers 

interested in selling their development rights. 

To date, an investment of $3,556,335 in Dutchess 

County funding has permanently protected over 1980 

acres of farmland, while bringing an additional 

$8,607,988 into the county’s farm economy through 

matching programs and outside sources. 

AGRICULTURAL, FARMLAND and 

OPEN SPACE PROTECTION 

“You are unlikely to meet the person who  

manufactured your car or your kitchen sink. Here in 

Dutchess County and throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley, 

however, you do have the opportunity to know exactly who 

grew the apples you picked, which farm produced the 

tomatoes you bought at the farmers market, who tended 

your Christmas tree, which farms grass fed your beef, and 

which dairies bottled your milk. Take advantage of the rural  

character that we treasure and celebrate the  

harvest!” - Noela Hooper, Senior Planner, 

October 2010 Plan On It newsletter 

Dutchess County Agricultural and 
Farmland Protection Board 

  

Cooperating Agencies: 
Dutchess County Agricultural and Farmland Protection, 

 Harry Baldwin, HBaldwin@aol.com 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County 845-677-8223 

 http://www.ccedutchess.org 

Dutchess County Planning and Development 845-486-3600  
 http://dutchessny.gov 

Dutchess County Real Property Tax Service Agency 845-486-2140 

Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation District 

 845-677-8011  http://dutchessswcd.org 

 

All photographs were taken in Dutchess County, NY 

Created in 2012 

For more information about our agriculture: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County 

http://www.ccedutchess.org 

Dutchess County Tourism 

http://dutchesstourism.com 
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 21 Dairy farms consisting of over 11,000 

acres 

 80 Beef Cattle farms comprise over 16,000 

acres 

 Over 9,000 acres house 87 Sheep, Goat, 

Swine and other livestock farms 

DAIRY, BEEF and OTHER LIVESTOCK 

 Over 41,000 acres in hay production (at 4 

tons/acre that’s 164,000 tons of hay) 

 Nearly 25,000 acres in grain production 

 8,600 acres in total corn production (corn 

for grain, corn for silage and sweet corn) 

 

Please Note: Due to the diversity of our farms 

duplication of acreage is possible. 

HAY and FIELD CROPS 

 With 9,500 horses, Dutchess County ranks 

2nd in the state for numbers of horses 

 Nearly 18,500 acres are used for the 184 

horse boarding facilities 

 3,600 acres are used for the 53 private 

horse farms 

HORSE INDUSTRY 

 4,000 acres in vegetable production 

 3,500 acres in fruit production 

 A new Cider Trail 

 With 5 wineries and 420 acres devoted 
to wine production, Dutchess County 

is home to a Wine Trail for visitors 

FRUIT, VEGETABLE and VITICULTURE 

 Dutchess County is 12th in the state in 
nursery products with over $6.8 million 

in sales 

 1,400 acres produce horticulture spe-

cialties on 24 farms 

 Over 2,100 acres of Christmas Trees 

on 35 operations 

NURSERIES, HORTICULTURE 

SPECIALTIES and CHRISTMAS TREES 

Comprising over 170,000 acres (1/3 of our 512,000  

total acreage), producing $44.8 million in market val-

ue products, a large part of the county’s $438 million 

tourism industry, and the county’s third largest     

employer; all of which makes agriculture big business 

in Dutchess County.  

Our 1,700 farms support the existing infrastructure 

and create new outlets of labor, feed stores, veteri-

narians, restaurants, equipment sales, fencing, seed 

dealers, and many other related opportunities. 

Many of our farms are small, limited acreage        

operations (10-180 acres), but add to the overall 

quality of life in each and every town of Dutchess 

County. 

DUTCHESS COUNTY AGRICULTURE 


