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Agriculture at the County Fair 
By Michele Kline, Tioga CCE Ag Team Leader 

Shortly after my arrival at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Tioga 
County, I was approached by a couple 
of gentlemen who sought to learn my 

position on the future of agriculture at 
the Tioga County Fair.  At first, I was a 

little taken back.  I “Googled” (of all things) the history of 
the county fair and I reflected on its meaning and 
significance.   

As a former 4-Her and FFA member from Greene County, 
New York,  to me, agriculture IS the county fair.  Sure, 
there is entertainment,  rides ,and games.  The fair food—
cotton candy and caramel apples.  But beyond the midway, 
it’s an opportunity for exhibition and public evaluation.  
Particularly for youth – it’s a chance to display their 
project for scrutiny by a judge and the public viewing.  It 
wasn’t that long ago that my dill pickles received a blue 
ribbon and crowned the champion goat milker!  I also 
found inspiration  in the blue ribbons earned by the other 
youth as well as “the seasoned”. 

For adults who produce and grow agricultural products, it 
is about crowning Tioga County’s best jelly maker, cake 
baker, pumpkin grower, bee keeper.  It’s a place to engage 
in product testing and marketing.  Fairs can be a perfect 
forum for germinating ideas and cultivating customers.  
They offer demonstrations and exhibits of the latest 
information and technology fairgoers can apply on their 
own farm or at their home. 

Our Greene County and Altamont Fairs were a celebration 
of our rural heritage.  As a child, every year we visited my 
dad’s favorite exhibits.  He was always drawn to 
demonstrations of antique farm equipment, steam engines, 
and the displays of the “newfangled gadgets” he referred 
to that helped us grow more food of higher quality more 
efficiently than his grandfather.  While I didn’t appreciate 
the experience back then, today I long for long for the 
conversations with my dad about “the good ole days”.  

Beyond my own memories and reflection, here’s a brief 
history provided by Google, courtesy of Iowa State 
University.  The article was written by Betsy Barker-
Devine and can be found at http://rickwoten.com/
AgFairs.html: 

Beginning in the early 1800s, the first agricultural fairs 
gave rural families an opportunity to see first-hand the 
latest agricultural techniques, equipment, crops, and 
livestock. Over the course of the nineteenth century, fairs 
also incorporated a wide range of educational, 
recreational, competitive, and social activities into their 

programs. Within a few short 
generations, county and state 
fairs became a quintessential 
American tradition. 

Agricultural fairs celebrated 
human progress, science, 
education, and the agrarian 
ideal. Before there were state 
and county fairs, however, 
most agricultural fairs were 
held by private individuals 
and organizations, or 
agricultural societies. In 
1807, Elkanah Watson of 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts held 
one of the first agricultural 
fairs by holding sheep 
shearing demonstrations in 
conjunction with traditional 
market fairs. By the fall of 
1811, Watson's sheep 
shearing had evolved into the 
Berkshire County Fair, a major production, featuring a 
procession of "three or four thousand animals," a band, 
displays of local industries, and artisans. Watson also took 
careful steps to attract women by offering premiums on 
domestic products and by holding an annual ball. 

Agricultural societies eagerly adopted Watson's model for 
agricultural fairs, but often faced financial difficulties. 
During the 1820s and 1830's local agricultural exhibitions 
floundered because private donations fell short of the 
money required for premiums, fair grounds, judges, 
transportation, publicity, and entertainment. Beginning 
1840, however, state legislatures across the country 
formed agricultural boards and allocated funds to 
agricultural societies, which in turn allowed for larger, 
more regular exhibitions. In 1841, the first state fair took 
place in Syracuse, New York. Sponsored by the New York 
Agricultural Society, the three-day event attracted more 
than 15,000 people. 

Fairs quickly became highly anticipated events across the 
country. Many farm families adjusted their work schedules 
as far as a month in advance of the big events in order to 
earn a few work-free days at the fair. For many people, the 
fair would mark the first time they saw electric lights and 
airplanes, and it helped farm families adapt to changing 
mores and accepted forms of popular entertainment, such 
as vaudeville. Delia Marcella Locke, for example, was a 
California fair-goer in the 1850s and 1860s who saw 
sewing and washing machines, a printing press, and 
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Workshops Offered by CCE of Tioga County 

Plant Sale  June 6th, 8 a.m. until noon--Join us for our annual Master Gardener Plant Sale and find wonderful plants 
at bargain prices.  Plan to come early to shop for the best selection--we often sell out well before noon.  We have lots 
of perennials, some berry bushes, some veggie starts, and more.  All proceeds benefit the Master Gardener program of 
Tioga County.  CCE Tioga offices, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 

Easy Lawn Care, June 10th, 6:30 until 8:30 p.m.--Learn the best practices for a beautiful lawn.  We will discuss 
both conventional and organic lawn care, and the practices that help protect the watershed and the environment.  The 
fee for the workshop is $5 per person.  Please register at 607-687-4020.  CCE Tioga offices, 56 Main Street, Owego, 
NY 13827 

Save the Date!  En Pleine Air  On Sunday, July 19, 2015, the area's finest independent artists transform the gardens 
of Owego into outdoor art galleries. This unique event, organized in partnership with the Tioga County Master Gar-
dener Program of Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE), is a local favorite. Our demonstration gardens at the CCE 
Tioga offices are on the garden tour this year, so come see beautiful gardens, fabulous art and a pleasant day in the 
vibrant village of Owego. 

Farm Safety and OSHA Workshop—August 26, 2015  10:30 am - 3 
pm  Homer, NY—The SCNY team will be hosting a Farm Safety and 
OSHA Workshop at McMahon's EZ Acres.  Pro-Dairy's Karl Czymmek 
and NYCAMH's Jim Carraba will be there to lead the discussion and 
answer questions. The workshop will focus on:  General farm safety, The Dairy Dozen & OSHA guidelines, What to do 
if your farm has an unplanned OSHA inspection, Update on OSHA LEP inspection, How to manage after the inspection, 
and Fines/Fine Reductions. 

There will also be a local farm present to talk about their unplanned inspection.  After lunch, there will be a walkthrough 
of facilities to highlight areas to focus on.  Any questions, please call Betsy at 607.753.5213 or email her at 
bjh246@cornell.edu. 

2015 Guide to Local Foods Available 

The 2015 Guide to Local Foods is now available online!   In it we feature lists by county to help locate 
dairy products, eggs, poultry & meat, Farm Markets & Roadside Stands, Pick-Your-Own Produce, 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) enterprises, Honey & Maple, and Specialty Foods.  Listings are 
conveniently presented by county.  Access it electronically by visiting http://tioga.cce.cornell.edu/
agriculture.  

Container Garden Competition at the Tioga County Fair—For the first time 
since the flood, there will be a horticultural competition at the Tioga County Fair.  The 
competition will focus on container gardens.  For youth, there will be a fairy/super hero 
garden, where kids will make a terrarium or container-style garden that includes a scene 
that has either a super hero or fairies.  For adults, there will be a flowering container 
competition where the containers are traditional round pots, and a fun/funky container 
garden competition that showcases flowers in an unusual container, such as an old boot, a 
bicycle basket, or a wheelbarrow--the sky is the limit.  So check out cool flower 
combinations on the internet and magazines, visit your local annual flower vendors, and plant some pots!  Stay tuned for 
more information and rules!  The Tioga County Fair runs from July 7 - 11.  Hope to see you at the fair! § 

The Tioga County Fair Board invites you to participate in New Ag Events!   
Home Brew (craft beer, wine & cider) —Maple Syrup—Honey—Fiber—Container Gardens 

All entries will be charged a modest entry fee in competition for premiums, ribbons, and all the notoriety that accompanies being 
crowned Tioga County’s Best!  Neighbor ing counties are invited to par ticipate in all of our  events.  All entr ies will be ranked.  
A special ranking of “Tioga County’s Best” will be selected from all Tioga County, NY entries in each category.  All contest rules 
posted on www.tiogacofair.org  Entries must be checked in no later than Tuesday, July 7th at noon at the fairgrounds and 
accompanied by the official entry form (available at CCE Tioga—56 Main Street in Owego, NY or on the web at 
www.tiogacofair.org).  Honey, Home Brew, Maple Syrup, and Fiber may be dropped off at CCE Tioga’s Agriculture Office. 

Tioga County Fair—July 7-11, 2015   /  Sundaes at the Farm—Hosted  by  TCARG—Lawton’s Dairy Farm in 
Newark Valley - August 23rd   / 1st Annual Tioga County Fall Farm Trail—Hosted by TCARG—September 19th 
& 20th  /  Taste of Tioga—Hosted by CCE Tioga at Tioga Downs—Friday, October 9th.  (We need produce and 
USDA inspected meat donations.  All product donations are tax deductible.  We will advertise your farm, connect you with a 
restaurant and provide space at our new evening farmers’ market in the rotunda at Tioga Downs.  D
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Cover crop for your garden:  Buckwheat—By Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

If the idea of weeding less and attracting pollinators is appealing to you, consider using buck-
wheat as a cover crop.  Buckwheat (Fagopyrum esculentum) is a quick growing annual that 
suppresses weed growth in your garden.  Many gardeners seed buckwheat into places in the 
garden once the early spring crops, such as lettuces and greens, are out of the garden and before 
the fall crop is seeded in.  Buckwheat can be seeded at a rate of 3 ounces of seed (about a cup) 
per 100 square feet of soil, raked in about an inch.  The seed germinates within a few days, and 
grows so quickly that it begins blooming in about six weeks. Typically, buckwheat is seeded in 
late May, and then again after the first crop is cut down or tilled in. 

The white blooms have a strong nectar flow and are very attractive to beneficial in-
sects, particularly bees and hover flies.  Folks report that planting buckwheat in close 
proximity to potatoes help build beneficial insect populations that help to control pests 
in the potato patch.  Other buckwheat uses are between corn rows to keep down 
weeds and between strawberry plants after you have picked your strawberries.  Buck-
wheat helps to release phosphorus in the soil, and gardeners swear by two rotations of 
buckwheat tilled in to improve soil quality for the following year.   

But before you get on the buckwheat bandwagon, be advised that the plant goes to seed readily and can become a weed.  
To get around this tendency, be sure to cut it down or till it in before the plant goes to seed.  If you are using buckwheat 
to smother weeds or improve the soil, till in as it begins to flower.  If you are using it as an insectary plant, cut down or 
till in within two weeks of flowering.  It is best to do the tilling when the bees are not hovering around – they love their 
buckwheat and may not take kindly to you removing it!   

Buckwheat can be pulled easily, or can be mowed down, or tilled into the soil.  If you have chickens, you can harvest 
the plant and throw it in the coop—chickens love the plant!  If you are re-sowing buckwheat, you can do it after tilling 
the prior crop in, but if you are planting vegetables, wait a few weeks for the stalks to decompose. The one thing that is 
hard with buckwheat is to save the seeds for your own use—it takes special machinery to grind the seeds into buck-
wheat.  So consider buying a small bag of buckwheat and seeding it in your garden!  

Late Blight--Keep Up-to-Date!  Late blight is a devastating disease of tomatoes and potatoes.  There are chemicals, 
both organic and conventional, that can be used to fight the disease, but they must be applied in time.  Check the CCE 
Tioga website weekly for a late blight update.  We will be monitoring late blight reports and pass any important infor-
mation onto you.  Our goal:  that you are able to enjoy lots of BLT sandwiches and delicious salads full of ripe toma-
toes!  The CCE Tioga website: http://tioga.cce.cornell.edu/  Look in the Gardening Section for the Late Blight page. 

Spotted Wing Drosophila Risk to Tomatoes—by Marion Zuefle, Cornell University  Spotted wing drosophila 
(SWD), an invasive fruit fly originally from Asia, was first detected in NY in 2011. It has become of major concern to small 
fruit growers. Unlike other fruit flies, it has a serrated ovipositor that allows it to penetrate intact fruit and lay eggs before the 
fruit has ripened. The larvae will hatch and develop with no initial external damage to the fruit. Known hosts of SWD include 
soft skinned fruit like raspberries, blueberries, and strawberries. Even though the wild host range of SWD includes night-
shades (Solanum spp.), a relative of tomatoes (Solanum lycopersicum), the potential expansion of SWD onto other soft 
skinned fruit or vegetables is unknown and no research has been conducted to evaluate the threat of SWD to tomatoes. 

A field experiment was conducted in 2014 using fifteen tomato varieties to determine the likelihood of SWD to lay eggs in 
tomatoes in the field as well as in the lab. The tomatoes were selected based on the perceived firmness of their skin, under the 
assumption that the softer skinned tomatoes would be more likely to serve as hosts to SWD.  In addition some heirloom varie-
ties were selected that are prone to cracking but are marketable after cracking (Prudence Purple, Brandywine, Yellow Perfec-
tion, Striped German, Yellow Pear).  These were selected because the cracks would allow a place for SWD to lay their eggs 
regardless of skin firmness. 

Based on the field experiment, no SWD emerged from any intact tomatoes collected from the field. Four percent of cracked 
tomatoes collected from the field had SWD emerge. When adult SWD were placed on intact tomatoes in the lab under a no 
choice situation, no option but to lay on tomatoes, 12% of the tomatoes had some SWD emerge.   Since the fruit most at risk 
has been shown to be softer skinned fruit, additional data was collected on the skin firmness of various tomato varieties and 
compared to known hosts of SWD (Figure 1). The average penetration force for all tomato varieties was 13 times greater than 
that of raspberries, one of the more susceptible fruits to SWD oviposition. There was a moderate correlation between skin 
firmness and SWD emergence; the softer the tomato the more likely that SWD would emerge.   

Intact tomatoes grown in the field did not have any SWD emerge, but cracked tomatoes in the field provide for a suitable ovi-
position site.  It is therefore recommended that cracked tomatoes that are no longer marketable be removed from the field to 
decrease the potential of SWD laying and developing. This is especially true for growers with more susceptible fruit, such as 
raspberries or strawberries, nearby.  This work was supported by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Hatch project 
1001709. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
reflect the view of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) or the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

http://tioga.cce.cornell.edu/
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Lawn Care: Identifying Weeds in your Lawn—Barb Neal, CCE Tioga and Cornell Garden-Based Learning resources 

For most of us, our knowledge of turfgrass weeds is limited to dandelions and perhaps crabgrass and chickweed.  But many other 
weeds can invade a turfgrass, and to identify those weeds takes a deeper dive into the world of weeds.   

The Cornell University Turfgrass Program has just come out with a new website that helps you identify weeds in your lawn.  It is 
at:  http://turfweeds.cals.cornell.edu/Instruction and begins with a brief, but somewhat technical, overview of weed terminology.  
Once you start the program, it becomes a bit easier--you indicate whether a weed is a grass or a broadleaf weed, and then work 
through the questions (with good visual aids) to narrow down the identification. 

Once you have your "Ah ha" moment by matching the weeds in your lawn to the photos of the weeds, you can click on the photo 
and learn about the weed.  Another button click on "control" gives you conventional, reduced risk and child safe control measures.  
Of course, you can always bring your weeds into the CCE offices for our staff and master gardeners to identify, but check out the 
website, it might save you a trip! 

Does your Farm Qualify for the Sales 
Tax Exemption?  By Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

My family and I are embarking on a fun challenge--we are 
starting a homestead farm with a small flock of sheep and a 
few goats.  Chickens and pigs will follow next year.  Right 
now, we are buying some livestock equipment and fencing 
and plan to build a small barn in the fall or next spring.  I 
am trying to follow the advice of Bret Chedzoy, CCE 
Schyler Educator and livestock grazer, to invest in farm 
infrastructure that does not "rust, rot, or deteriorate."  
Finding deals on Craigslist, thinking creatively about how to 
farm without breaking bank by buying the latest, greatest 
equipment has filled my weekends.  Invariably, though, you 
do have to buy some equipment--and I wondered if I would 
be considered eligible for the sales tax exemption.  Our 
friends at Farm Bureau created a document that helps me 
determine whether I am eligible.  Parts are excerpted here, 
but to read the entire pdf, go to:  http://www.nyfb.org/img/
topic_pdfs/file_4mt83o020u.pdf.  Of course, when in doubt, 
consult a tax professional. 

What is the Farmer’s Sales Tax Exemption? The Farmer ’s 
Sales Tax Exemption Program is landmark legislation 
recognizing that farmers provide a quality, abundant food 
source as well as many environmental and economic benefits 
to our community and state. Under the legislation, certain items 
used predominantly (meaning at least 51% of the time) in 
production of agricultural products can be purchased by a 
qualified farm sales tax exempt.  

How is “Farming” defined? Generally the Department of 
Taxation and Finance considers farming to be the participation 
in some sort of commerce activity. This means that the items 
purchased under the exemption have to be used predominantly 

to produce products that will be sold as part of a 
business. Under that interpretation, purchases of 
trellises for grapes or equipment for making hay 
to sell would be exempt from sales tax, building 
supplies for a horse barn used solely for 
enjoyment would not. Farms that undertake 
commercial activity in one of the following areas 
are eligible for the exemption:  

Agriculture (including livestock, dairy, poultry); Floriculture; 
Horticulture (includes nursery stock, ornamental shrubs, 
ornamental trees & flowers); Viniculture; Viticulture; 
Aquaculture (including fish, fish products, water plants & 
shellfish ); Silviculture; (including the growing & harvesting of 
trees, bushes & shrubs); Commercial horse boarding 
operations are also included. They are defined as enterprises 
of at least 7 acres and 10 boarding horses that receive $10,000 
or more in gross receipts annually from the boarding of 
horses. This does not include facilities that are primarily used 
for horse racing) 

Unlike many other programs, there are no minimum acreage or 
income limits to qualify for the program. The one exception to 
this is a commercial horse boarding operation.  

What about beginning farms? The Department of Taxation 
& Finance does realize that farms may not have significant 
sales in the first few years and allows a three to five year 
window for farms to move from “hobby” to “commercial” 
status. This status is determined by the Department, based in 
part on the farm’s long-term business plan.   

Where can I go for more information? You can call the 
Department of Taxation & Finance at 1-800-225- 5829 for 
more details. For the correct forms you can link to NYFB 
website at http://www.nyfb.org/resources/Taxes_16_topic.htm 
or call the office at 1-800-342-4143.  

What is Wrong with the Spruces?   By Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

The Grow Line has been busy diagnosing various spruce problems this spring.  I have been in 
conversation with Dr. Betsy Lamb, our NYS IPM specialist, and she agrees there has been a rash of 
sickly looking spruce out in the landscape.   

The issue is diagnosing the problem--there are so many look alikes:  Stigminia Needle Cast, Weir's 
Cushion Rust, Rhizosphaera Needle Blight, Cytospora Canker and Dieback, winter injury, or cultural 
problems, to name a few.  In fact, it is likely that if your client has a sick looking spruce, there could be 
a number of problems (not one smoking gun) that result in a declining tree.  Sandra Jensen, at the 
Cornell’s Disease Diagnostic Clinic, put together a roundup of the spruce samples she received for the 
year: http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/SpruceDecline2014.pdf. 

If you are trying to treat your clients' spruce trees and need help diagnosing what is causing them to 
drop their needles, please bring in samples (preferably with some live needles still attached) to your 
local CCE offices.  

Stigminia Needle Cast; 
Michigan State Univer-
sity Extension website 

http://www.nyfb.org/img/topic_pdfs/file_4mt83o020u.pdf
http://www.nyfb.org/img/topic_pdfs/file_4mt83o020u.pdf
http://www.nyfb.org/resources/Taxes_16_topic.htm
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/SpruceDecline2014.pdf
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stereoscopic pictures for the first time at her local county 
fair. 

Horseracing proved to be one of the most popular and 
controversial activities, especially women's horseracing. At 
the 1854 Iowa State Fair, prizes for women's horseracing 
included a gold watch, a premium of $165, or a scholarship 
to study at a nearby seminary for three terms. Yet critics 
decried the immorality of the sport and the immodesty of 
female riders. By the late 1860s, fair boards and 
legislatures across the country limited, or even banned, 
women's equestrian events.  

During the Civil War, the military used state fairgrounds in 
the Midwest to train soldiers, forcing agricultural societies 
to either relocate or cancel annual events. Following the 
Civil War, however, fairs enjoyed a renewed popularity as 
states increased funding to construct permanent 
fairgrounds, complete with buildings and a midway. After 
1870, political speeches, carnival games, vaudevillian 
performances, and enticing edibles became part of the fair-
going experience.  

Since the early 1800s, fairs were about much more than 
education and amusement; they helped guide rural people 

through an increasingly modern world, whether it was 
introducing them to new equipment or forms of 
entertainment. Even today, fairgoers celebrate agricultural 
achievements and 
enjoy exhibitions, 
food, carnival rides, 
entertainment, 
competitions, and 
well-known concert 
performers. 

The Tioga County 
Fair (http://
tiogacofair.com/) 
will be held from July 7-11, 2015 in Owego and 
Chemung’s (http://www.chemungcountyfair.com/) is in 
Horseheads from August 4 - 9, 2015.  This year, the Tioga 
County Fair will offer many open competitions to celebrate 
our rural heritage and to promote agriculture as an industry.  
CCE Tioga will host a farmers’ market for Tioga County 
producers, host home brew (wine, cider, and beer), honey, 
maple products, fiber open competitions and feature many 
interactive exhibits and demonstrations.  For more 
information about these open events, visit the website or 
email ms328@cornell.edu. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Commercial Horticulture News—Excerpted from Hudson Valley Horticulture--Cornell Cooperative Extension of the Hudson 
Valley--Commercial Horticulture Electronic Newsletter  

If you apply pesticides, including weed-killers, weed and feed products, insecticides, fungicides, or tick control products 
to customer's properties for hire, you or someone in your company must be a New York State Certified Pesticide 
Applicator through the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and have their business registered.  

There are three levels of commercial certification: applicator, technician, and apprentice:  

Commercial Applicators To be eligible to take the exams to become certified, you must meet one of the following 
requirements: 3 out of the past 5 years of verifiable experience as an apprentice working in the category applicant is 
seeking certification in; or 3 out of the past 5 years as a certified private applicator in a corresponding private category; 
or Certification in another State with which New York has reciprocity;  If you are seeking certification in the Sales 
Category - At least 3 years experience in the sale of pesticides, or can demonstrate, through applicable training 
certifications or education degrees, that one possesses appropriate technical background.  

Certified Pesticide Technician: be at least 17 years of age. 2 years of verifiable experience as an apprentice; or 
Completion of a 30-hr. training course, approved by the NYS DEC or a baccalaureate or associate degree from an 
accredited college or university in the area seeking certification. needs. Technicians, once certified, desiring full 
applicator status the following documentation is required: a letter indicating 2 yrs. of experience or 1 yr. of experience 
plus 12 recertification credits. Experience and recertification credits must be category or sub-category specific.  

Commercial Pesticide Apprentice: Must be at least 16 years of age; Must receive 40 hours of pesticide use experience 
under supervision of a certified applicator and a minimum of 8 hours of instruction on topics outlined in Section 325.18 
of Part 325 Rules & Regulations relating to the application of pesticides, before being able to apply general use 
pesticides under the off-site direct supervision of a certified applicator. Documentation of the above must be maintained 
by the certified applicator, and include: name & address of apprentice; date(s) of instruction or observation; content of 
training and certification category; instructor's name and certification identification number; and an evaluation of the 
competency of the apprentice.  

Private Applicators:  Must be at least 17 years old. Have at least one year of full-time experience within the last three years 
in the use of pesticides in the category in which certification is requested --OR Has completed a 30-hr. training course, 
or has received an associate's or higher level college degree in the area of which certification is requested.  

For further information on eligibility rules and regulations, and fees, contact your NYS DEC Region staff.  Eligible 
candidates for certification must and pass two examinations, administered by the NYSDEC. Once you determine you 
are eligible for certification, contact -your county's NYS DEC office for information on registering for the exams. NYS 
DEC Region 3 can be reached by calling (845) 256-3097. Note:  the DEC recognizes that there are different pesticide 
categories.  In the commercial applicators' field, there is category 3A--Ornamentals, Shade Trees and Turf, and/or 
category 3 B Turf.  For private applicators, there is a category 25 for Nursery, Ornamentals and Turf.  Before you apply 
for certification, determine which category or categories will be required for your business.   
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NY FARM BUREAU PRAISES ROUGH CUT 
LUMBER DECISION—www.nyfb.org 

The outcome from the NYS Fire 
Prevention and Building Code Council 
will continue to allow sawn lumber 
that meets local standards to be used in 
building construction saving farms 
money, supporting a supply of local 
raw material and helping keep rural sawmills in business. 

New York Farm Bureau is pleased that the members of the 
New York State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council 
have listened to the hundreds of farmers who wrote them about 
their concerns and chose to continue the current policy of 
allowing for the use of rough cut lumber in building 
construction. While the final 2015 Uniform Code proposal 
must still go through the public comment process before 
reaching the Governor’s desk, our farmers are hopeful that 
today's unanimous decision will ensure a continued local 
supply of lumber will be available, saving farms money and 
supporting the state’s forestry industry. 

The Council was considering adopting the International 
Building Code standards that would have required lumber used 
for load bearing purposes in construction to be graded and 
marked by a lumber grading or inspection agency, something 
many sawmills didn’t have access or could afford to do. The 
current policy that has been effectively used in New York 
allows for the use of sawn lumber when authorized by the local 

government enforcing the Uniform Code as long as it meets 
certain specifications and is certified by the originating mill. 

More than 1,300 New York Farm Bureau members emailed 
and wrote to the Building Code Council about this issue.  They 
explained the importance of having a source for local, raw 
materials and the need to support local sawmills that provide 
jobs and tax support in rural communities. 

In addition, New York State has over 450,000 people who own 
small tracts of forests less than 25 acres in size that are in need 
of harvesting. An exemption provides an important local 
market for lumber produced from these smaller tracts of 
forests. There are many remote areas in New York State that 
are far from retail outlets, and there is no qualified inspection 
agency within hundreds of miles so it is extremely difficult for 
rough cut lumber to be graded professionally. Local sawmills 
are able to step-up and fill that niche to produce lumber that 
meets the criteria for load bearing use and consumer demand.   

“I would like to thank the state’s Fire Prevention and Building 
Code Council for understanding the needs of the people of 
New York. Farmers were eagerly awaiting the outcome 
because a different decision had the potential of raising 
construction costs and saddling our forestry industry with 
expensive, unnecessary regulations. In turn, this ruling will 
maintain quality standards that currently exist in sawmills 
across our rural areas. I would also like to thank our members 
who made sure their voices were heard on this matter. As a 
collective group of farmers, we can make a difference when we 

(Continued on page 7) 

By:  Colleen Mezzano, Program Technician  

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed a Microloan 
Program to better serve the unique financial operating 
needs of beginning, niche and the smallest of family farm 
operations by modifying the Operating Loan application, 
eligibility and security requirements.  This program offers 
more flexible access to credit and serves as an attractive 
loan alternative for smaller farming operations like 
specialty crop producers and operators of community 
supported agriculture.   

Microloans can be used for all approved operating 
expenses as authorized by the FSA Operating Loan 
Program, including but limited to: 

 Annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents 

 Initial start-up expenses Marketing and distribution 
expenses 

 Family living expenses Minor farm improvements 

 Hoop houses to extend growing season Essential tools 

 Irrigation Delivery Vehicles 

Requirements for managerial experience and loan security 
have been modified to accommodate smaller farm 
operations, beginning farmers and those with no farm 

management experience.  Microloan applicants will need to 
have some farm experience; however, FSA will consider an 
applicant’s small business experience as well as any 
experience with a self-guided apprenticeship as a means to 
meet the farm management requirement.  This will assist 
applicants who have limited farm skills by providing them 
with an opportunity to gain farm management experience 
while working with a mentor during the first production 
and marketing cycle.  

Microloans must be secured by a first lien on a farm 
property or agricultural products having a security value of 
at least 100 percent of the loan amount and up to 150 
percent, when available.  Loans made for purposes other 
than annual operating expenses must be secured by a first 
lien on a farm property or agricultural products purchased 
with loan funds and having a security value of at least 100 
percent of the loan amount. 

Eligible applicants may obtain a microloan for up to 
$50,000. The repayment term may vary and will not exceed 
seven years.  Annual operating loans are repaid within 12 
months or when the agricultural commodities produced are 
sold.  Interest rates are based on the regular Operating Loan 
rates that are in effect at the time of the microloan approval 
or microloan closing, whichever is less.  

Applications may be obtained from the Farm Service 
Agency or downloaded and printed from the USDA 
website.  The following form must be completed:  
FSA2330-Request for Microloan Assistance.   

News From Our Partner Organizations
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speak with one voice for every farmer across the state,” said 
Dean Norton, New York Farm Bureau President. 

"We are pleased by the decision to continue to permit many of 
our local sawmills to certify their wood products meet the 
very high standards in the code," said Eric Carlson, President 
and CEO of the Empire State Forest Products Association. 
"We are especially pleased with the support of the New York 
Department of Environmental Conservation to continue this 
important exemption. Many of our local communities use 
locally produced lumber keeping the value here in New York 
State." 

“The impact of this decision will be felt in communities 
throughout Western New York and the entire State. 

Restricting the use of rough cut lumber would have hurt many 
businesses in the lumber industry, hindered the affordability 
of agricultural building construction, and devalued softwood 
timber production. Fortunately, the positive outcome will 
allow for the continued use of rough cut lumber which can 
provide more opportunity for new mills and job growth. It 
will also bolster a ready market for timber sales which 
benefits farmers and landowners, and guarantees feasible 
construction supplies will be available for the agricultural 
community,” said Scott Alsworth, Allegany County Farm 
Bureau member. 

New York Farm Bureau is the State’s largest agricultural 
lobbying/trade organization. Its members and the public know 
the organization as “The Voice of New York Agriculture.” New 
York Farm Bureau is dedicated to solving the economic and 
public policy issues challenging the agricultural community.   

(Continued from page 6) 
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New Farmers’ Markets Opportunities 
Tioga Downs—Saturdays and Sundays:  Are you a farmer and/or homesteader looking for a place to sell your 
products?  Tioga Downs offers free vendor space for first time vendors!  The Market at Tioga Downs is open from 
9am—5pm on Saturdays and Sundays.  Vendors needed for all farm products including honey, syrup, produce, flowers, 
and more!  Contact:  Fran Antalec, Market Manager for details 607.427.2573 
One Day Only—Farmers’ Market / CSA Information:  You are invited to be a part of the Farm Market and CCE’s 
Farm Market/CSA informational display at the Tioga County Health and Human Services Building 11:00am—4:00pml  
Register with Michele Kline no later than Friday, June 5th.  Plan to bring your own tent and tables. IF you have 
brochures or information you would like to share, drop it off to Michele at 56 Main Street in Owego no later than Friday, 
June 5th at 4:00pm.  For more information call 607.687.4020 or email ms328@cornell.edu 

News From Our Partner Organizations 
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News and Notes for Farmers and Gardeners 

Internal Parasites in Sheep & Goats FAMACHA 
Workshop—June 3rd Fecal Egg Counting w/ tatiana 
Stanton, Small Ruminant Extension Specialist, Cornell 
Sheep & Goat Program-7pm-9:30pm at CCE Schuyler in 
Montour Falls, NY. Internal parasites (gastro-intestinal 
worms) are the number one health problem affecting sheep 
and goats in the Northeast U.S.  Because worms have 
become resistant to many of the anthelmintics (dewormers) 
producers use, a more integrated approach to internal 
parasite control is necessary. This workshop series is 
designed to help producers develop integrated parasite 
management (IPM) programs for their farms and 
flocks.  The primary instructor is Dr. Tatiana Stanton, 
Cornell Small Ruminant Extension Specialist. In addition 
to teaching the basics of internal parasites and their control, 
the Saturday workshop will teach proper anthelmintic use 
and hands-on training in using the FAMACHA © Anemia 
Guide and other monitoring skills to determine the need for 
deworming. You must take the Saturday workshop to 
obtain FAMACHA certification. Wednesday’s 
workshop will provide lots of practice on doing fecal worm 
egg analyses and also cover new innovations in parasite 
control. Reference materials will be provided at both 
workshops and laminated FAMACHA © cards will be for 
sale for $12 to participants who have FAMACHA 
certification. Limited to 30 Participants per workshop! To 
register, contact: Elizabeth Gabr iel, Wellspr ing Forest 
Farm, before May 25th. Email or phone - 
Elizabeth@wellspringforestfarm.com or 607.793.3383.  

Junior Dairy Leader Program Seeking Applicants—The 
Junior DAIRY LEADER program prepares 16-19 year olds 
for successful dairy industry careers.  The mission is to 
give teens an opportunity to build enthusiasm for the dairy 
industry through personal, professional and leadership 
development in a networking environment, while 
discovering the diversity of career options in agriculture.  
Exposure to different herd, crop and farm business 
management techniques gives participants the opportunity 
to experience diverse dairy management styles and ideas.  
The program also focuses on developing leadership skills 
necessary to make positive changes and contributions to the 
dairy industry and challenges participants to focus on 
personal and career development.  Junior DAIRY 
LEADER is a yearlong program combines a series of 8 
hands-on workshops focusing on specific facets of the 
dairy industry in veterinary science, dairy nutrition, 
production management, and on-farm production analysis.  
In addition, participants interaction with dairy producers, 
industry professionals, and other dairy interested young 
people from across the state and region.  Youth will gain 
advanced industry training for employment and furthering 
their education and career planning for successful dairy 
careers.  Since 1999, 319 participants and graduates of the 
program have or will continue their education in dairy or 
industry related careers. For more information, contact 
Deborah Grusenmeyer, PRO-DAIRY Youth Programs, 
djc27@cornell.edu or call, (607) 255-0656. 

2015 Wool Pool in Morris, NY—This year's wool pool in 
the Southern Tier will be held Friday, September 11th from 
noon until 4 p.m. and Saturday, September 12th from 8 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at the Otsego County Fair Grounds in 
Morris, NY.  The pool will accept white and naturally 
colored wool and will be separated into three categories:  
naturally colored wool, clean white wool, and off-sorts/
short white wool.  For more information, please contact 
Sue Smith at 607-293-8810. 

Bacteria helps honey bee larva—U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) scientists have identified a bacterium 
that appears to give honey bee larvae a better chance of 
surviving to become pupae.  Molecular biologist Vanessa 
Corby-Harris and microbial ecologist Kirk E. Anderson at 
the Carl Hayden Bee Research Center in Tucson, Arizona, 
have named the new species Parasaccharibacter 
apium. The bee research center is part of the Agricultural 
Research Service, USDA’s chief intramural scientific 
research agency. 

Honey bees have been under nearly constant and growing 
pressures from a whole host of stressors—diseases, poor 
nutrition, sublethal effects of pesticides and many others, 
especially for the last 30 years. It has been known that a 
number of different bacteria live within adult bees and in 
the hive, and scientists have been studying if and how these 
bacteria help deal with some of these stresses.  This is the 
first bacteria found to offer a benefit to bee larvae. In 
laboratory experiments, bee larvae fed P. apium had about 
an average of 30 percent better survival compared to those 
fed a sterile control. How P. apium confers this survival 
advantage to the larvae is not yet known, according to 
Corby-Harris. 

USDA Identifies Pheromone that Attracts and Traps 
Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs—UDSA researchers 
have deciphered the chemical signals the brown 
marmorated stink bug (BMSB) uses to attract other stink 
bugs, opening the door to development of traps and 
technologies that should help keep the invasive pest out of 
backyards, gardens, homes and agricultural operations.   
The BMSB is native to Asia. Since its discovery in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, in 2001, it has devastated 
orchards, crops and fields and become a terrible nuisance in 
gardens, backyards and homes. It has an appetite for up to 
300 different plants. Estimates of economic damage vary, 
but in 2010 it was blamed for causing an estimated $37 
million in losses in the Mid-Atlantic region to apples alone. 
It also has spread to more than 40 states and parts of 
Canada.  ARS researchers collected airborne extracts 
released by the BMSB to search for the pheromones the 
bug uses to attract its fellow stink bugs to feeding sites. 
They found two attractant chemicals produced exclusively 
by adult males, synthesized them and counted the number 
of stink bugs caught in traps supplied with those attractants 
as lures. Results showed the compounds were effective 
throughout the summer at capturing males, females and 
nymphs, and were three times more effective when 
combined in one trap than when used individually. 

Cornell University Bull Sale—Graduating Bull Sale, June 
18-20, 2015  The sale will be conducted via Internet, mail, 
and phone from. Sustainable Genetics, LLC 
(www.sustainablegenetics.com), based in Carrollton, GA 
with representatives in NY State, will host the sale. 
Approximately fifteen graduates from this year’s test will 

mailto:Elizabeth@wellspringforestfarm.com
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be offered in this inaugural sale. This is a great opportunity 
to buy 100% forage-developed bulls from breeders who 
focus on maternal efficiency and grass-fed beef with 
objective, well documented research and performance data 
to back them up. For more information regarding the sale, 
please contact Morgan Hartman, sale liaison, (413) 358-
8435 or morgan@blackqueenangus.com. 

Small Grains Management Field Day—June 4th at 9:30am 
to 12:00pm Musgrave Research Farm (CUAES) 1256 Poplar 
Ridge Road Aurora, NY -Small Grain Growers are invited 
to learn about the latest research and management practices 
for small grains at the Musgrave Research Farm in Aurora. 
DEC and CCA credits will be available to participants. 
Hosted by the Integrated Field Crop, Soil and Pest 
Management Program Work Team in conjunction with CCE 
and the Cornell University Ag Experiment Station. 
Musgrave Research Farm: cuaes.cornell.edu/cals/cuaes/ag-
operations/musgrave-farm/ for more information - http://
fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/ 

New York Small Scale Food Processors Association 
Finger Lakes Gathering—Friday June 5, 2015 9:30- Noon- 
New York Wine & Culinary Center, Canandaigua, NY. 
Come & learn from members in our region! Elizabeth 
Sullivan, Food Venture Center of the. NYS Agricultural 
Experiment Station. “See Us for Your Product’s Scheduled 
Process and More!” Maggie Brewer, Mustard Seed ’N More 
“Up to 24 Varieties and Still Counting: Growing your 
Business”Mitch Gruber, Foodlink. “Foodlink’s Growing 
Value Added Processing Capacity”. For NYSSFPA 
members, other small scale processors, “wannabee” 
processors, farmers, & agencies supporting these businesses! 
Wonderful resources from NYSSFPA and others. Time for 
one on one with other attendees. Delicious food offerings 
from NYWCC chefs Cost: $15 $10 for NYSSFPA members 
Registration: Alison Clarke, accompost@gmail or 585-244-
2711 Payment at registration table. 

Camp Mushroom #2—June 7 from 10:00am to 4:00pm. 
Cornell Campus & MacDaniels Nut Grove. Participants will 
be trained in three methods of mushroom cultivation; 
shiitake on bolts, lions mane/oyster on totems, and 
stropharia in woodchip beds. In addition, laying yard and 
management considerations and economics of growing 
mushrooms as a small farm enterprise will be covered. 
Anyone who wants to get into mushroom growing as a 
serious pursuit should not miss out on this opportunity to 
learn from experienced growers and researchers who will 
present for this event. COST: $50 includes handouts and 
instruction.  

Organic Apple Production: Managing Productivity, 
Insects, Disease and Weeds—June 10th, 1:00-4:30pm at 
Loomis Farm, New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station, Geneva, NY. Join Entomologist Arthur Agnello, 
Horticulturists Terence Robinson and Susan Brown, and 
Plant Pathologist Kerik Cox for a workshop at Loomis 
Farm, in Geneva, NY, where they will discuss organic 
orchard practices informed by their ongoing research. 
Growth and productivity will be discussed, including new 
and upcoming disease-resistant varieties, rootstocks, training 
systems, pruning, weed control options, and nitrogen 

fertilization.  Basic and advanced seasonal management 
approaches to insect control will be shared such as the use of 
entomopathogenic nematodes for biological control of plum 
curculio, and predatory mite seeding for the control of 
European red mite. The group will also go over organic fire 
blight management techniques and share results from last 
year's summer disease trials. Registration: This event costs 
$15/person or $25/group.  To pre-register and pay by 6/8, go 
online or contact Stephanie at (585) 271-1979 ext. 509.  

1st International Birch Sap & Syrup Conference—June 
12-14, 2015 at Paul Smiths College in the Adirondack 
Mountains of New York. The goal is to network with each 
other, share ideas, and learn about the latest research and 
developments in this growing industry. It is also intended for 
sugar makers who have birch trees and are considering 
adding birch syrup production to their existing operations. If 
you currently produce birch syrup or are considering doing 
so in the future, this is the conference for you. To learn more 
about the conference and for a link to the registration form, 
please visit www.paulsmiths.edu/birch. 

Critical Area Seeding, Stabilization, Erosion and 
Sediment  Control Workshop—June 16, 2015 from 9:30 
am – 3:30 pm at the USDA-NRCS Big Flats Plant Materials 
Center. Click HERE for registration link. Any questions 
please contact Paul Salon  paul.salon@ny.usda.gov or by 
phone 607-562-8404. For additional information contact 
paul.salon@ny.usda.gov or by calling 607-562-8404. This is 
a field tour let us know if you have special needs. Please 
bring $10.00 to cover the cost of lunch, exact change would 
be appreciated. CCA and EnviroCert credits pending 
approval.  For more information and to register http://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?
oeidk=a07eawfxr0372bafc88&llr=fzz4ttqab  

Active Soil Building for Home and Farm—June 27, 9 – 
5pm, with Steve & Elizabeth Gabriel and Jake Delisle at 
Wellspring Forest Farm, Mecklenburg NY - Learn a whole 
systems permaculture approach to seeing and working with 
soils on mid to large sized land, with emphasis on 
techniques done with simple tools and techniques. See 
integrated and functional systems in practice on a working 
farm and homestead including compost, humanure, cover 
cropping, sheet mulching, animal grazing, and more. Build a 
vermicompost system to take home, along with knowledge 
ready to be put into action on a medium to large scale. 
Sliding Scale $50 - 75 includes a bucket vermicompost and 
handouts. For more info and to sign up 
www.fingerlakespermaculture.org or call 607.342.2825. 

Business Export Market Survey—In support of those 
industries, under a program funded by New York's Empire 
State Development Corporation, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension is conducting a survey of these businesses' export 
market experience and potential. Please spend just a few 
minutes of your time completing the questionnaire at:  
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?
SID=SV_6Mdj6plosZdlTAF  Your participation will help 
set priorities for export development for New York State 
agencies, industry associations, and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension in the years to come. Contact Jim Manning, 
Export Development Project Manager 
at jpm277@cornell.edu or (315) 272-9529. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Composting Tips      From Kevin Mathers, CCE Broome County 

If you find that it takes a long time for your compost piles to make compost, you might 
think you are doing something wrong.  In fact, you may be doing nothing “wrong”, it’s 
just that your expectations may not be realistic. I believe compost bin marketing is 
partially to blame because exaggerated claims about how quickly compost can be made 
are common. Having made this point, there may be some options that can help you 
make compost a bit more quickly.  

Most home composters practice the “add as you go” method of composting for practical 
reasons. The batch method of composting is much more effective for achieving hot 
composting conditions. If you have enough of the right mix of materials to completely fill a bin or make a good sized 
pile you’ll have a good chance of getting a hot compost going. With some prudent turning to help supply oxygen to the 
compost, it would be reasonable to have a batch of finished compost by fall if you started in the spring. Such a mixture 
could be easily put together by mixing stockpiled, shredded leaves (a carbon source) with fresh grass clippings (a 
nitrogen source).  

Kitchen scraps like fruit/vegetable trimmings and coffee grounds are another source of nitrogen-rich materials that can 
be mixed with the leaves, but these are usually more practical to manage with the “add as you go” method. There’s no 
easy way to stockpile food scraps that won’t lead to offensive odors, the sooner you incorporate them into the pile the 
better. With only a few layers of fresh materials on the top, it will be much more difficult to get a really hot compost 
going. Paying attention to getting a balanced mix of leaves and kitchen scraps that is moist but not soggy will help your 
compost breakdown reasonably quickly.  

The other factor to consider is our climate. Once the colder weather sets in home compost bins and piles are usually 
much too small to retain enough heat to maintain decomposition. During the winter the materials in your bin are likely to 
freeze and the composting process is at a standstill. The bottom line is to be patient. Many composters end up with two 
or more bins/piles. One finishing off, and another that they are adding fresh materials to. That way you’ll have a fairly 
regular supply of compost for the start of the gardening season.  

Poverty Coalition Brings Healthy Food Access to Chemung County—Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Chemung County (CCE Chemung) along with other community groups are partnering with the Chemung County Pov-
erty Reduction Coalition in a Community Gardens Kick Off event aimed to raise awareness about the positive impact of 
community gardens in Chemung County. There will be food sampling, garden workshop(s), demonstrations, music, and 
more! The Kick Off will be Thursday, June 11th from 4-6pm(Rain Date: June 16th) at Quatrano Park, German Street, 
Elmira, NY (behind ARC Chemung on Sullivan Street).  This initiative encourages citizens to participate in community 
gardens, whereby they are more likely to increase their consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables, thus the results is a 
healthier community.   Questions regarding the program should be directed to Estefania Trujillo at 607-734-4453, or you 
can email her at ept26@cornell.edu. 

On-farm demonstration of IPM in sweet corn provides tools for Tioga County  adapted from an article by 
Marion Marion Zuefle  

Integrated pest management (IPM), which aims to reduce pests while minimizing risks to human health and the environ-
ment, was demonstrated in sweet corn at three farms in 2014. Farms were located in 
Ontario County, Oswego County and Steuben County. Growers agreed to set portions 
of their fields aside and let IPM practices decide when and how to best manage pests.  

Pheromone traps were set-up at each of the three farms to monitor the flight of 5 corn 
pests: European corn borer E and Z race, corn earworm, fall armyworm and Western 
bean cutworm.  Sweet corn fields were also scouted weekly to determine insect and dis-
ease pressure. The combined information from weekly pheromone trap catches and 
scouting reports was used to make weekly management recommendations to growers. 
Growers followed these recommendations on the IPM-managed portions of their fields. 

To determine if IPM practices were an improvement to the growers’ standard practices, 
corn from the IPM-managed field was compared to corn from the grower-managed field at time of harvest.  For all three 
farms the average percent damage at harvest from IPM-managed fields was less than that from grower-managed fields, with 
most fields having less than 5% damage. Scouting and timing sprays more effectively also reduced total insecticide sprays. 

By using IPM a grower can reduce the use of pesticides while still maintaining a high quality crop. Michele Kline from Tio-
ga CCE will be monitoring traps in sweet corn fields in Tioga County providing data to farmers to aid in their IPM decision 
making.  Additionally, the data will be shared with researchers at Cornell University who are monitoring the arrival and se-
verity of the pests throughout the state.  Traps were installed last week and will be monitored weekly throughout the season.  
Michele will also be monitoring for Spotted Winged Drosophila (SWD) for growers of small fruits in Tioga and Chemung 
Counties.  This pest has a history of devastating crops vital to Tioga County’s agriculture. 
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Training Goats to an 
Electric Fence—Cornell 

University Animal Science Department 

Training goats to electric fencing 
should be done in a CONTROLLED 
AREA. With the first “shock” a 
majority of goats will run 
THROUGH the fence, and have been 
known to “keep on running”. Many 
goats will need to “hit the fence” and 
be “shocked” twice, and some need 
three lessons. After that, most goats 
will “test” the fence with their whiskers, at least occasionally, and some on a daily basis. A few 
won’t care about a weak shock if there is grain or something else they want on the other side.  

When introducing goats to electric fence for the first time, two people make it easier, as goats 
often get caught in the woven netting. One person can disconnect the battery, and the other can 
free the goat, saving both the goat and the fence.  

There are several ways to “bait” a goat into touching the fence for training purposes. Wrapping 
strips of aluminum foil baited with peanut butter is one way. Tying a bottle cap (drilled with a 
small hole) that is filled with peanut butter is another way. Probably the best way is to tempt the 

goats with grain right along the fence line, WHILE UNDER 
SUPPERVISION. Some have such heavy coats that they won’t feel a 
shock at all, unless they touch a wire with a nose or ear.  

If a goat is consistently putting its head through the fence (some small bottle babies will do this) 
dampening its neck, especially just before feeding time will allow for greater conductivity and a more 
effective lesson.  

56 Foote Crossing Road 

Candor, NY 

(607) 760-1957 

Thank you Sponsors!  This newsletter reaches approximately 1,200 farmers and gardeners in Tioga and 
Chemung Counties every month.  It is made possible through the generous support of our sponsors!  Help us 
provide information to the public by becoming a sponsor! 
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Do you have questions or comments? 
 

Agriculture in Tioga or Chemung County:  
Michele Kline 

(607) 687-4020 Ext. 319 
ms328@cornell.edu 

 
Horticulture in Tioga or Chemung County:   

Barb Neal 
(607) 687-4020 Ext. 304 

ban1@cornell.edu 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020 
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