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Starting a farm business is very exciting.  People choose to start a farm business for many reasons—a desire to get back 
to the land, enjoyment of caring for plants and/or animals, self-sufficiency, moving from a hobby to a commercial 
business, supplementing income streams in retirement, creating wealth, or instilling a set of values in their children. 
 
Where do you start? 
First ask yourself, what lifestyle do I want to have?  How might the farm impact my family and my life both positively and 
negatively?  Include an honest assessment of the time to do the work and the finances to accomplish the task.  For 
example, is there time and energy to farm after work and on the weekends? Do I have enough money for seeds, 
fertilizer, lime, drainage systems, irrigation systems, breeding animals, veterinary bills, etc and still have money for 
health insurance, home energy, clothing, housing expenses, food, etc.?  Do I have the money to invest in the business 
with no guarantee that I would have a profit?  Am I physically able to do the work that is needed to be successful? 
 
Answers to these questions help to frame the business.  For example, if you plan to winter in Florida, then you may only 
want to have a business geared towards seasonal plant production rather than animal production, or plan to hire 
someone to care for the animals in the winter months.  If lacking capital, you may need to start smaller and grow or 
work with someone to share equipment or the work. 
 
What practical experience do you have? 
There are many transferable skills that can make one a successful farmer and many farmers who acquire skills that can 
be useful when they leave farming.  If interested in a plant-based business have you grown a garden or raised house 
plants successfully or worked at a greenhouse or landscaping company?  If interested in animal-based business, have 
you had pets that you cared for or worked at a kennel?  If you have driven truck or been a mechanic, those skills will be 
useful when purchasing and operating equipment. 
 
What resources do you have? 
Resources should focus on the land, labor, and money that one has available to start the business.  Examine soil types to 
determine what crops will grow best.  What is the natural fertility, pH, drainage, slope of the soil?  What about a water 
supply for irrigation or a potable/public water supply to do value-added processing?  Does zoning allow a farm business 
in the area?  Will you be able to provide all the labor necessary to farm successfully or will labor need to be hired?  How 
much money do you have to invest (and potentially loose) and do you have the ability to secure credit from a 
commercial source? 
 
Answers to the questions above help to determine the size and scale of the business, inventory of resources and skills on 
hand and identify what needs to be acquired in order to move forward.  The next step is creating a business plan, which  
provides a framework of goals to be accomplished, the methods to accomplish those goals in terms of producing and 
marketing a product successfully. 


