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Ear to the Ground 

by Kitty O’Neil, Ph.D., Regional Field Crops and Soils Specialist 
 

 Temperature and precipitation predictions for the 2015 NNY growing season are about 

average, or rather there are equal chances of above, below or normal weather. 

      

 Currently, snow has melted away in most all fields but patches can still easily be found in 

woods and north-facing slopes.  Air temperatures were somewhat warm, but cool and rainy 

weather have persisted over the past week.  Grasses and legumes have just begun to green up.  

Soil moisture is adequate or surplus across NYS and though frost has receded and fields have 

dried somewhat, most fields remain too wet to begin spring fitting.  Across the northern 

counties of St. Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton and Essex, just a handful of instances of spring 

tillage have been observed so far.  Hay and winter wheat fields are looking to be in fair to 

good condition and spring manure spreading is well underway. 

 - - Accumulations since April 1 - - 

 Precipitation, inches  GDD Base 50 °F  GDD Base 40 °F 

  Total  DFN1  Days2   Total DFN1   Total 

Watertown Int'l Airport 0.98  -0.10  6   3 +3  37 

Fort Drum 1.04  -0.16  6   0 0  18 

Massena 1.08  -0.08  7   3 +3  29 

Malone 1.32  +0.25  8   0 0  9 

Plattsburgh Int'l Airport 0.73  -0.44  6   1 +1  31 

Tupper Lake 1.08  -0.14  6    0 0   5 
1 DFN = difference from normal; 2 precipitation days = number of days with ≥ 0.01” precipitation. 

 



Additional resources:  

1. Weekly Crop Progress & Condition Report. 2015.  New York USDA-NASS.  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/New_York/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Co

ndition/index.asp  

 

For more information about field crop and soil management, contact your local Cornell 

Cooperative Extension office or Kitty O’Neil, Regional Field Crops and Soils Specialist, Cornell 

University Cooperative Extension, 315-379- 9192 x253; kitty.oneil@cornell.edu. 

 

The Cornell Cooperative Extension of Northern New York website is www.ccenny.com.  

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
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