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     June is Dairy Month! 

 
Celebrate  

June Dairy Month with 
 “Sundaes on the farm”   

Noon– 3pm at  
PAPAS Dairy North Bangor -June 14th  

 Tierney Farm Jerseys  Malone-June 21st  
 

 
So, we say ‘Thank You’ to the families that take care of the cows, 
we say ‘Thank You’ to the cows for producing and providing us 
with good, healthy nutrition in the form of milk and all of the other 
dairy products that we enjoy throughout the year. 
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June is Dairy Month & Other Upcoming Events 
Rick LeVitre, Executive Director CCE Franklin County 

Dear AgNews Readers, 

This issue, May/June includes info on June is Dairy Month, events 
occurring and some of the important players in a month dedicated to the region’s most 
important agricultural segment. Included under the events section are the Franklin 
County June is Dairy Month farm tours entitled Sundaes on the Farm. The event, under 
the leadership of 4-H Educator Steve McDonald (also a dairy farmer) is organized by the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Franklin County staff and other farm agencies and 
organizations, including USDA Farm Service Agency, Franklin County Soil & Water and 
the county Farm Bureau. Most important to the event are the farms hosting the tour, 
PAPAS Dairy owned and operated by the Poupore Families and Tierney Farm Jerseys 
owned by Charles and Jennifer Bosley. 

Sundaes on the Farm will be held on June 14 at PAPAS and June 21 at Tierney Farm 
from noon to 3pm. Tours to various aspects of the daily farm operation, from milking to 
feeding to calving will be conducted. An overview of what is being viewed will be 
discussed by specialists in the industry to explain a modern dairy farm business to 
participants and answer their questions. Both farms have unique differences in size, 
breed of cattle raised and production methods. Each will offer an extraordinary day of 
observation into local food production. 

CCE’s primary mission areas are:  

 Agriculture and Food Systems. Agriculture and Food Systems 

 Environment and Natural Resources, Sustainable Energy, and Climate Change 

 4-H Youth Development/Children, Youth, and Families 

 Nutrition, Food Safety and Security, and Obesity Prevention 
Community and Economic Vitality 

CCE Franklin, with its collaborators, is proud to sponsor this event. The tours will be fun, 
increase awareness of the dairy industry, and foremost, educational. Fulfills our mission! 

The events page http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/events on our website also lists 
other great upcoming programs: 

 Wild Edibles, Identification and Preservation , Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 4-H Camp 
Overlook 

 Breakfast for Mom! Booster for WOW Youth , Sunday, May 10, 2015 at  
        Ft   Covington American Legion 

 Canning Jams, Jellies & Conserves , Thursday, May 21, 2015, 12:00 PM   
        Friday, May 22@ 12:00 PM 

 4-H Horse Camp ~ Save the Date , May 29-31, 2015. Online registration opens mid-
April. 

 2015 Dairy Camp , Saturday, June 6, 2015. 

 2015 New York State Maple Tour , Sunday, June 28, 2015. Base operations site at 
Holiday Inn Express & Adirondack Room of Mo’s Restaurant, Malone. 

 
For more information on CCE Franklin County, check out our website at:  
http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/  
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Heat Stress: Impact & Abatement Strategies 
 Kimberley Morrill, PhD. CCE Regional Dairy Specialist 

kmm434@cornell.edu 

During March & April many of us are still thawing out and 
looking forward to those first HOT days of summer. The last 
thing on our mind is heat stress and abatement strategies, 
however now is the time to plan ahead. Evaluating how heat 
stress may impact the herd anda what strategies should be 
implemented, allows time to locate, purchase and install 
fans, sprinklers... 

 

Economic Impact of Heat Stress 
The economic impact of heat stress on animal agriculture is 
huge, it is estimated that $2 Billion dollars are lost per year in 
the U.S. The economic impact on the U.S. Dairy Industry is 
approximately $897 million/year. 

  

When do cows experience heat stress? 
Lactating cattle perform best when the temperature is 

between 400 to 600 F. 
When the temperature 
is above or below this 
z o n e ,  c a t t l e 
experience heat or 
cold stress.  It is 
estimated that dairy 
cows are exposed to 
14.1% of all annual 
hours to conditions of 
heat stress. 

 

Heat stress is a 
p r o d u c t  o f 

temperature and humidity, when the temperature-humidity 
index (THI) gets too high, we observe negative impacts on 
production and reproduction in lactating cattle.  

 650F – the THI threshold for reproduction 

 720F – the THI threshold for milk production 

 

Impacts of Heat Stress 
Nutrition – The nutritional needs of dairy cattle change during 
heat stress. During bouts of heat stress, dry matter intake 
decrease thus leading to decreased nutrient density and 
alterations in rumen function. 

Milk Production – It has been estimated that 150 to 4,568 
pounds of milk/cow/year  are lost across the country, based 
on the level of heat stress experienced. It has been 
demonstrated that only 50% of milk production loss during 
heat stress is due to decreased feed intake.  

Mastitis—Incidences of mastitis increase due to 
weakening of the immune system.  . 

Reproduction -During bouts of heat stress, fewer 
standing heats are observed, 
leading to decreases in 
pregnancy rate.  Body 
temperatures greater than 
102.20F, has a negative 
impact on the developing 
embryo from day one to day 
six and lead to loss of 
pregnancy. Heat stress during 
late gestation, may lead to 
cows calving 10 to 14 days before their due date. 

 

Heat Stress Abatement Strategies 
WATER!!!! Water is the primary nutrient needed to make 
milk.  Intake increased by 1.2 kg/0C increase in ambient 
temperature. Cattle may consume up to 50% more water 
when the THI is above 80 %. Providing clean & fresh  
water to all animals is important throughout the year.  

 Make water available immediately after milking.  

 Offering chilled drinking water leads to increased 
water intake, increased feed intake and helps 
alleviate heat stress by reducing body temperature. 

 Provide a minimum of 2 water locations/group.  

 

Air – airflow, air exchange and fans. Fans promote 
cooling by convection (blowing heat away from an object) 
and evaporation. 

 Provide 4 to 6 mph 
of airspeed over cow 
beds and feed alleys.  

 Fan height should be 
a minimum of 8’ 
(above cows and 
machinery). 

 36” fans spaced 20 to 24’ apart in free-stall and 
headlock/feed space 

 Angle fans downward approximately 15 to 300 

 Move air across and towards back of holding pen 

 Maintain fans – clean blades , oil, repair damage, 
tighten bolts, realign. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Impacts of heat stress on  

lactating cattle 

 Decreased dry matter intake 

 Lower milk production 

 Milk fat depression 

 Rumen acidosis 

 Weakened immune system 

 Reduced reproductive efficiencies 
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Heat Stress: Impact & Abatement Strategies 

Cont’d 

Questions about  
Dairy? 

 

Contact: 
 Kim Morrill  at     
 (315) 379-9192   

or email Kim at  
kmm434@cornell.edu  

Shade – Protection from direct and indirect solar 
radiation. Providing well designed shade can reduce the 
total heat load by 30 to 50%. Cows in shaded areas 
have lower rectal temperatures, reduced respiratory 
rates, greater rumen function and 10% more milk 
production to cows that had no shade.  

Shade provided by trees is the best and most natural 
environment, however cattle may compact the area around 
the trees leading to vegetation death. Temporary or portable 
shades can be used and rotated to various areas in a 
pasture to prevent loss of vegetation. 
 

Sprinklers should wet 
the back and then stop 
to allow the water to 
evaporate prior to 
another cycle beginning. 

 Feed-line sprinklers 
should deliver 0.5 to 1.0 
gallons per minute. 

 700F = 1 to 2 
minutes ON every 15 
minutes, reduce cycle 

interval as ambient temperature increases 

 850F = 1 to 2 minutes ON every 6 minutes 

 Holding area sprinklers should deliver 1 to 8 gallons per 
minute. 

Implementing heat stress abatement strategies on your 
dairy may seem like a great cost (electricity, purchase costs 
and water). However, the cost to not implement heat stress 
abatement strategies may be greater than input cost. 
Current research suggests that production losses caused by 
heat stress in the summer can be seen into the winter 
months, thus having an even greater economic cost. Be 
proactive, and reduce the potential of heat stress through 
abatement strategies. 

(Continued from page 3) On Tuesday, April 14, 2015 the House Agriculture 
Subcommittee on Biotechnology, Horticulture, and Research 
held a hearing, which emphasized the importance of 
building the “bridges” between rural and urban residents. To 
that end, 17 4-H members shared their passions about the 
future of agriculture. Per Subcommittee Chairman Rodney 
Davis (R-IL), “if we do not mend the divide between rural and 
urban areas and foster a widespread understanding of the 
food and fiber industries and the impact they have on 
everyday life, it is likely we may face the same challenges in 
enacting future farm bills. Bridging the gap between rural 
and urban areas is essential to the passage and 
implementation of future food and agricultural legislation.” 
 

In their testimony, the 4-H delegates talked about how 
agriculture education is helping to bridge the gap. USDA 
Deputy Secretary Krysta Harden pointed out in her 
testimony that, as the “average age of farmers and ranchers 
in America continues to rise, the question of how we build 
our bench in agriculture becomes ever more important.” She 
pointed to a number of programs and outreach activities at 
USDA and within organizations like 4-H. Finally, House 
Agriculture Committee Chairman Mike Conaway (R-TX) 
addressed the 4-H members by echoing that “you have to 
tell our story over and over and over. As you can see here in 
this room, the work of supporting and engaging the next 
generation is already well under way!” 

4-H Input To House Agriculture Committee 
Contributor-Mike Oscar 
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 Alfalfa Snout Beetle Bio-Control – A Cost-Sharing Opportunity for NNY Farms  
By Kitty O’Neil, Ph.D,  Regional Agronomist  

       CCE Clinton, Essex, Franklin & St Lawrence Counties 

 Background and Bio-Control  
Alfalfa Snout Beetle (ASB) is the major limiting factor in 
alfalfa production and stand longevity in all Northern New 
York counties. Uncontrolled, ASB can destroy a new alfalfa 
seeding in just a year or two. Field losses cost producers 
from $250 to $400 per acre from this insect. Over the past 
25+ years, an ASB biological control program has been 
developed by the Shields' lab at Cornell University that uses 
native, insect-attacking nematodes (biocontrol nematodes). 
To date, approximately 8,000-10,000 acres of alfalfa have 
been treated with these ASB-biocontrol nematodes on about 
65 farms.  

Some farms have inoculated the majority of their alfalfa 
acres while a number of farms have only inoculated 1-2 
fields. Early adopting producers, 
who have treated multiple fields 
within an area have reported a 
significant decline of ASB on their 
farm and have returned to 
growing alfalfa successfully. The 
decline in ASB population in an 
area has taken 3-5 years after 
multiple fields were treated. In 
contrast, farmers who have 
treated only a couple of fields in 
an area are not seeing much 
impact on their ASB populations. For these reasons, this 
cost-sharing program was developed to encourage more 
growers to treat fields within problematic ASB areas.  

On-farm research the past 7 years indicates that just a single 
application of biocontrol nematodes is required in a field 
because these biocontrol nematodes persist in the field for 
many years, including across multiple year rotations to row 
crops.  

Many farmers are hopeful that planting the new ASB-
resistant alfalfa varieties will solve their ASB insect 
problems, but these varieties are currently only moderately 
resistant and can be overrun by high ASB populations. For 
example, heavy ASB pressure wiped out all of Cornell’s 
resistant alfalfa lines planted in a Lewis County field 
comparison in 2014.  

To effectively control ASB, a dual management strategy must 
be used. ASB populations must be reduced using biocontrol 
nematodes before ASB resistant alfalfa can be used 
effectively.  

Alfalfa Fields Targeted:  

Applications of biocontrol nematodes should be focused on 
either fields in their seeding year or fields in their 1st 
production year. In this cost-sharing program, biocontrol 
nematodes will be applied to new seedings after 1st (July) 
and 2nd (August) harvest or to 1st production year alfalfa 

stands after 2nd or 3rd cutting. Applications need to be 
made before September 1st. Specific application 
protocols have been developed and will be provided to 
participating farms.  

The cost sharing program, available during 2015 only, is 
outlined as follows:  

1. Producer must request participation via their local 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist, expressing an 
interest in biocontrol of ASB by May 15.  

2. Producer enrolled fields must be seeded to alfalfa or an 
alfalfa-grass mix in spring 2015 or the spring of 2014.  

3. Producers in an area known to be infested will be given 
preference.  

4. Producers with no previously treated fields will be given 
preference.  

5. Participating farms are limited to 100 acres each.  

6. Cost of the biocontrol nematodes will be discounted by 
50%. The cost of the nematodes in this application method 
is $20/acre when purchased from Cornell. Under this 
proposed program, the farmer will purchase the nematodes 
from Cornell for $10/acre and the NNYADP program will 
cover the remaining rearing costs of $10/acre.  

7. If the farmer has the equipment to apply their own 
nematodes through a commercial sprayer, the reduced 
price of the nematodes will be entire cost-sharing program. 
However, if the farmer requires a commercial applicator to 
apply the nematodes, the 50% cost sharing will extend to 
the cost of application ($10/acre equals the maximum cost 
sharing reimbursement). The commercial applicator will bill 
the farmer 50% for the application and then send an 
invoice for the remaining 50% of the application cost ($10 
/ acre max) to Cornell to be paid from NNYADP funds. 
Attempts will be made to distribute the opportunity for cost-
sharing across all NNY counties proportionally depending 
on need and demand.  

8. Nematodes will be applied using the "skip nozzle" 
method, leaving every third nozzle open and nematodes will 
be applied to 33% of the acreage driven over by the 
application equipment (based on nozzle separation of 22-
24”).  

 

Sign up before May 15, 2015:  

This program was funded for 2015 by the NNY Agricultural 
Development Program Small Grants Program is being 
implemented by Cornell University Cooperative Extension 
Field Crops and Soils Specialists in Jefferson, Lewis, St. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Damaged alfalfa roots and an 
alfalfa snout beetle larvae. St. 
Lawrence County, 2013.  



Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton and Essex Counties and the 
Shields' lab at Cornell University. For more information 
or to enroll, contact your local CCE Specialist: 

Manure spreading alert from NYS DEC and  

C o r n e l l ’ s  P r o D a i r y :   
https://www.cvent.com/Pub/eMarketing/Pages/WebEmail.
a s p x ? e m s t u b = 3 3 5 b 3 2 8 e - 1 6 e a - 4 e 4 0 - 8 c 8 5 -
02b7a4dc9953. 

 

Alfalfa Snout Beetle nematode bio-control – A cost-sharing 
program for 2015 applications.  See the attached 
document for a description of the program.  Contact Kitty 
O’Neil at kitty.oneil@cornell.edu  with questions or to enroll. 

 

2015 Cornell Guide for Integrated Field Crop Management 
is available – both in print and electronic versions are 
available.  http://store.cornell.edu/p-189428-2015-cornell-
guide-for-integrated-field-crop-management.aspx 

 

Joe Lawrence from Lowville Farmer’s Co-op shared a nice 5-
minute Penn State video outlining proper corn planter 
setup.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beXiX9TawtU   

Here’s another video, (20-minutes this time) by Dan 
Undersander from Univ. Wisconsin, discussing strategies 
for successful forage seedings.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJpdpCmGBf0 

(Continued from page 5) 

Mike Hunter  

Jefferson and Lewis 
Counties Cornell  
University Cooperative 
Extension  
(315) 788-8450, ext 266  
meh27@cornell.edu  

Kitty O’Neil  

St. Lawrence, Franklin, 
Clinton and Essex  
Counties Cornell  
University Cooperative  
Extension  
Mobile (315) 854-1218  
kitty.oneil@cornell.edu  
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Alfalfa Snout Beetle Bio-Control – A Cost-Sharing Opportunity 
for NNY Farms  

cont’d 

Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District in 
partnership with St. Lawrence County Soil and Water 
Conservation District have established an equipment rental 
program for a 706NT Great Plains No-Till Drill and a T90-ll  
Finn Hydroseeder.   

706NT Great Plains No-Till Drill Rental Rates (not including 
supplies): 

$18/acre 

$35 delivery fee  

The Great Plains No-Till Grain Drill has three seed boxes for 
seed (small, regular and native). This allows for planting 
anything from corn to clover and pretty much anything in 
between. The depth adjustment allows for some control over 
depth, but ground conditions are important. When the 
ground is too dry or compressed insufficient depth can occur 
while planting. The acreage is count on electronic monitors 
on the back of the machine. There is a 7 foot planting width. 
It is recommended that no fertilizers be used in the boxes 
and no backing the machine up when it is lowered, the tubs 
will plug, keep tires at 40lbs for accurate acreage reading, 
clean the seed boxes when complete application and id 
there are any issues it is important to call office immediately.  
This application is not recommended for stony fields. To rent 
the No –Till Drill call (315) 386- 3582 and ask for Matt.  

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

 No-Till Farming 
Submitted by Chasity Miller  

Franklin County Soil and Water 
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 No-Till Farming 
cont’d 

T90-ll Finn Hydroseeder Rental Rates (not including 
supplies):  

Private Use: Daily Rate -- $150.00  + NYS sales tax =  
$162.00 

Municipal Use: Daily Rate -- $125.00 

Renter must provide Inland Marine Insurance for the 
Hydroseeder, certificate amount to be $30,000.00.  
Operators must be preapproved or a list of approved 
operators can be obtained from the District Manager.  
Those wanting to be designated as a qualified operator 
must be approved by the District Manager.  FCSWCD staff 
can also be used as approved operators.  Rate for FCSWCD 

Technical Staff -- $50/ 
hour per technician, 
most jobs require a 
minimum of 2 staff 
members at a time.  At 
least 24 hours’ notice 
is needed to rent the 
hydroseeder. It is 
important to know that 
y o u  w i l l  n e e d 
hydroseeder mulch, 
seed and possibly 

fertilizer for the machine.  It takes four bales of hydroseeder 
mulch with 25 lbs of conservation mix seed  (or the seed 
mix of your choice) for one load in the hydroseeder, this will 
cover approximately a quarter of an acre and may cost 
around $110/load. A heavy hauling truck (3/4 ton or 250) 
with penal hitch is required to haul the machine. The 
machine holds 800 gallons of water so it is important to 
have a water source nearby as it is difficult to tow the 
machine loaded. To rent the hydroseeder call (518) 483-
4061 ext 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

April Gokey the 16 year 
old daughter of Steve & 
Marsha Gokey was 
crowned the Franklin 
County Dairy Princess 
on Saturday April 25th. 

Errolynn Bradley the 
2014 Franklin Co Princess 
and Victoria Treadwell the 
NYS Alternate Princess 
presented the sash & 
crown. During the evening 
recognition was given to 
the 2014 Court and their 
many activities. 

Victoria Treadwell 2015 
Alternate State Princess 
gave the ADADC update to 
the 90 people present. 
April gave a speech about 

the impact that dairy farming has had on her life. The 
audience was touch by the passion of her speech.  

 Katie Bigness Franklin Co. Dairy Princess from 10 years ago 
and now Coordinator of New York Agriculture In the 
Classroom program was the special guest speaker for the 
evening. She shared the many programs that AITC promotes 
and how we can use them locally.  
 

To contact April for appearances at events call 481-6091 or 
email Marsha at marshagokey@hughes.net  

Meet the 
2015 Franklin County   

Dairy Princess 

Standing left to right: Victoria Treadwill 
Alternate State Dairy Princess, April Gokey 
2015 Franklin County Dairy Princess, 
Errolynn Bradley outgoing Dairy Princess 
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FOREST MUSHROOM GROWERS ABLE TO GET INSURED IN 2015 

The Cornell Small 
Farms Program 
announces a new 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
specific to the 
emerging industry 
o f  f o r e s t 
m u s h r o o m 
cultivation, where 
work between 
Small Farms, New 
York Farm Bureau, 
and Nationwide 

Insurance has confirmed that insurance policies are available 
immediately to outdoor, forest mushroom farmers in 
temperate regions of the United States.  
   
Forest mushroom cultivation has recently been growing in 
popularity in these regions, due to the abundance of forest 
resources and the relative low-cost of startup operations. 
Forest cultivated mushrooms offer an excellent quality and 
high nutritional value food crop and are gaining popularity 
around the temperate regions of the US. 
  
Growers interested in cultivation have sometimes found one 
major hurdle; insurance companies would deny or drop 
coverage upon learning the farm was planning on mushroom 
cultivation, mostly over fears of the liability incurred with 
wrongful identification of a mushroom species or with the 
sanitary conditions associated with cultivation. 
  
Steve Gabriel, Agroforestry specialist for Cornell Small Farms, 
began conversations with Lindsay Wickham, who is area field 
supervisor for New York Farm Bureau. Wickham and Gabriel 
then approached Michael Reisinger, with Nationwide 
Insurance, to discuss the issue. In conversations it became 
apparent that the major hurdle was simply that insurance 
carriers were unfamiliar with the crop, and once informed of 
the process could see that forest mushroom cultivation is no 
more risky than any other vegetable or fruit crop. Further, any 
concerns about incorrect identification of a species can be 
easily alleviated with a simple test, called spore printing. 
  
"We are very appreciative of the willingness of NY Farm 
Bureau, Michael, and Nationwide in their work to understand 
the specifics of the operation," 
says Gabriel. "Their support is a 
valuable asset to the 
development of this niche crop. 
Growers around the Eastern 
and Midwestern US are 
breathing a collective sign of 
relief as they are now better 

able to develop this sustainable farming operation." 
  
This effort offers an example of how industry, extension, 
advocacy organizations, and private business can come 
together in the spirit of supporting the development of 
small diversified farming and niche crops. Growers 
interested in obtaining insurance for forest mushroom 
cultivation are encouraged to contact Michael directly, who 
services much of the Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic states. 
Michael is able to meet any producers on their farm to 
assess their needs and insurability or refer growers to an 
agent locally if necessary. 
  
The Cornell Small Farms Program offers research and 
outreach on cultivation strategies and policy work. The 
program plans to offer an online tutorial in 2015 to train 
growers in the basics of mushroom identification and 
sanitary cultivation. Like a defensive driving course, this 
training will offer more assurance that forest grown 
mushrooms will remain a crop safe for consumption. More 
information can be found at www.cornellmushrooms.org 
under "policy." 
  
 FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
  



 

Page 9 

NEWS 

 USDA Farm Service Agency News 
Jennifer Tierney Bosley, FSA County Executive Director 
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What is the Conservation  
Reserve Program (CRP)? 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a land 
conservation program administered by the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). In exchange for a yearly rental payment, cost
-share assistance and incentives, farmers enrolled in the 
program agree to fence livestock out of streams and 
wetland areas. Or, in the case of cropland, producers 
install buffer areas, filter strips or grassed waterways to 
reduce erosion and the run-off of fertilizer, manure and 
pesticides into streams and waterways. Contracts for land 
enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. The long-term 
goal of the program is to re-establish valuable land cover to 
help improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and 
reduce loss of wildlife habitat. 

 
Financial assistance is available in the form of cost-share 
and other incentives to help offset the cost of installing a 
variety of practices including fencing, watering systems 
and livestock stream crossings in the case of pasture land.  
To install grass waterways, filter strips and riparian buffers 
on cropland, practices may include seed bed preparation, 
seeding, tree planting, earth moving and outlet structures. 

 
Here is a summary of payments & incentives included in 
CRP: 

 Up to 50 percent of the eligible cost of establishing a 
CRP Practice. 

 Signing Incentive Payment (SIP) of $100/acre of the 
enrolled buffer, filter strip, grassed waterway acreage. 
This is a one-time payment issued at the time of 
contract approval. 

 Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) is a one-time 
incentive payment made to participants who enroll 
land in CRP to be devoted to most continuous signup 
practices of 40% of the eligible installation costs. 

 Annual Rental Payments based on the relative 
productivity of the soils within each county and the 
average dryland cash rent or cash rent equivalent. 
There is a set rental rate of pastureland in the county.  

Be sure to visit the FSA office for more information and to 
determine if you and your land are eligible for CRP.  

Emergency Assistance for  
Livestock, Honeybee, and  

Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)  
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency 
assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised 
fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse 
weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, 
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance 
programs.  

 
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered 
under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of 
purchased feed and/
or  mechanical ly 
harvested feed due to 
an eligible adverse 
w e a t h e r  e v e n t , 
additional cost of 
transporting water 
because of an eligible 
d r o u g h t  a n d 
a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t 
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick 
fever.  

  

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due 
to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed 
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible 
adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible 
adverse weather. 

 
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include 
death losses in excess of normal 
mortality and/or loss of purchased feed 
due to an eligible adverse weather 
event. 

 
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-

(Continued on page 10) 
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raised fish losses from October 1, 2014 to September 
30, 2015 must file: 

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of 
when the loss is apparent 

 An application for payment by November 1, 2015 

 
The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per 
federal fiscal year.  

 
The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available 
online: 

 ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

 ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

 ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

 
To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the 
FSA fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

For more information on these and other FSA programs, be 
sure to contact the Franklin County FSA office located at 151 
Finney Boulevard, Malone or by phone at 518-483-2850, 
option 2.  

 

Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish 

and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection 
with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects 
must be planned and operated 
with the help of the organization 
advisor, produce sufficient 
income to repay the loan and 
provide the youth with practical 
business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal 
resident alien 

(Continued from page 9) 

 Help wanted: 
Field enumerator needed for St Lawrence County and 
Northern New York. Work is intermittent, part time 
collecting data from farm and ag related operations for 
USDA reports.  
Reliable transportation with valid registration and 
license is required, as is occasional out of area travel for 
training sessions. Ag background is beneficial but not 
essential. Compensation is an hourly wage with mileage 
reimbursement, based on time worked.  Positions also 
available Eastern and Southeastern New York.  If 
interested please contact Dale Archer at 315-221-4052 
or 315-528-0955. 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 

 Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a 
supervised program of work as outlined above 
Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating 
the project under guidance and assistance from a project 
advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The 
project supervisor must recommend the youth loan 
applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.For 
more information, loan applications or other materials, 
please contact the Canton Loan Team at 315-386-2401 or 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



Questions about  
Field Crops? 

 

Contact: 
 Kitty O’Neil at     

 (315) 379-9192 ext. 253 
or email Kitty at  

kao32@cornell.edu  

 Volume 12 Issue 3 Page 11 

On June 14 join us for Sundaes on the Farm  
at PAPAS Dairy LLC- North Bangor, NY 

The Poupore 
brothers run 
PAPAS Dairy 
in North 
Bangor, New 
York, and 
the name of 
the farm is a 
shout out to 
their father 
a n d  a n 
acronym for 
the five 
s i b l i n g s . 
Peter, Alan, 

Patrick, Aaron, and Scott initially ran the family's operation, 
but the family lost Patrick in a tragic trailer accident. PAPAS 
Dairy is a large operation with 2,100 milkers, about 2,100 
young stock, and 4,000 acres of land. They grow corn silage 
and haylage, and with some 4,200 cows to feed, they use 
every bit of it on the farm. They milk the cows three times a 
day, and the barn never closes. They run three shifts per day, 
every day of every year. They also have about 30 full-time 
employees. 
 
PAPAS Dairy has an interesting history, and it is really the 
merging of several farms that used to be operated 
independently by the brothers. They merged their operations 
and started moving cattle and equipment to the new spread 
just as the great ice storm of 1998 hit New York. They didn't 
plan it that way, and the farm got off to a tough start. But to 
hear Alan tell it, "Everything worked out just fine. It was a big 
challenge, but at the end of the day, it's probably a lot easier 
to manage one big farm than several small ones. Still, the 
weather chose to be grumpy during that time, and it surely 
complicated matters." That's about as excited as New York 
dairy farmers tend to get, and the family took it all in stride, 
fired up the generators, and kept pressing forward.  
 
Several of the Poupores' children work on the farm as well. 
Scott's two boys help in the fields when school is out, Aaron's 
son Wally, (who is named after the Poupores' dad), helps out 
wherever needed. Alan's oldest daughter, Danielle, also works 
full time in Cabot's marketing department along with his 
younger daughter Ashley who works in the Cabot consumer 
satisfaction department. Claire, the Poupores' mom, helps 
with the bookkeeping, so they have three generations working 
side-by-side every day on the farm. Peter's two girls are still in 
high school, and they help him with the sweet corn business 
h e  r u n s  o n  t h e  s i d e .  
 
The Poupore boys were raised on a dairy farm and are 
grateful to give their kids the same experience. Says Alan, 
"We loved growing up and working on the farm as youngsters. 

I remember one summer when the heifers kept breaking 
the fence or finding a way out of the pasture, and we 
would have to go round some of them up every day. It 
was all part of our daily life. It was fun on the farm, and 
it taught us to love the land and the animals and to not 
be afraid of hard work." With 4,200 cows on PAPAS 
Dairy Farm, there's plenty of hard work, but there's also 
lots of fun and very large family gatherings. For this 
family, dairy farming crosses generations, and it's an all 
hands operation.  

 

 



 
Join us for Sundaes on the farm  at 

Tierney Jerseys On June 21 -Malone, New York 

 
Charles and Jennifer Bosley own and operate Tierney 
Farm in  This is a small family 
consisting of 65 cows and 65 heifers with 165 
acres of hay and pasture. Their and 
Patrick along Jennifer's sister Amy and her niece 

also help on the  
 

from Massachusetts, Jennifer's parents, 
Jack & Caryl Tierney purchased the farm in 1978.  

the beginning, the farm was home to a herd of mostly 
grade a few registered The 
Tierneys with them a few registered Holstein 
heifers and 2 registered Jersey heifers. original 
goal was milk half Jerseys and half Holsteins. They 
liked the Jerseys so selling the 
Holsteins and purchasing Jerseys, some locally but the 

came from . In less than eight years the 
herd all registered Jerseys. 

 
Charles grew up on a dairy farm in  NY  where they 
milked Registered Holsteins, Jerseys Ayrshires. Both 
Jennifer and Charles were actively involved  working on 
their  families' cattle in 4H as well 
going to college to pursue degrees in 
really was a progression for them to pursue 

They purchased the herd from Jennifer's 
parents in 1997 later purchased the farm in 

 
 

Despite their smaller size, Jerseys are very adaptable 
a variety of facilities and They are 
very grazers and produce  milk high in 
and which is very valuable making cheese 
and other dairy products. Compared to average milk, 

make 
25% cheese from 
Jersey milk and butter-
makers  see an increase 
in yields by over 30%. 
The price of milk to 
dairy producers  is in part 
based on the fat and 

content  of the 
milk, so although Jerseys 
do produce as much 
milk as a Holstein, Jersey  
milk a higher 

 
 

In the fall of 2012 began 
the of 
compost  bedded pack 
barn for the herd 

and a new calf The herd 
moved into the new barn in March of 2013. In a 

bedded pack area where the 
cows rest is daily and fresh sawdust is 
added.  Below surface the manure is being 
broken down in the heating process. The 
makes for on the fields and 
pastures.  This type of barn is also very 

for  
 

A of the old was to a step-
up flat barn Even the older cows to 
15 years of age) made the from the 
barn to the new barn and parlor well. The 
rest of the old barn is used to house heifers and dry 
cows in the The herd managed 
under an intensive   grazing system, 

hay and grain from 
In the they are fed balage, corn  silage 

and a grain  
 

An part of their is 
and showing cattle. Every year they sell show 
breeding stock and herd to others who 
are in Showing helps 

the herd and provide  name 
Over the past several years there have been 
cows and heifers that were for 

and All-Canadian status with the 
prefix. This past fall they bred, owned and 
the Junior Champion at the National Jersey Show 

 
 

Dairy takes a lot of  hard work and 
a positive  with and a for 
cattle make all  is a great way 

and to raise a family. There is   a farm 
to the value of hard work and the 

that comes with caring   
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Assess Alfalfa, Winter Cereal and Grass Stands for Spring Reseeding Decisions 

By Kitty O’Neil, Ph.D, kao32@cornell.edu  
 I think we all agree that this past winter felt overly long and 

cold, and as it wore on, became downright miserable for most 
human beings in the North Country and across the Northern 
US.  The snow has now receded and soils are beginning to 
warm enough to green up most hay fields and pastures, and 
it’s time to make decisions 
about spring forage 
seedings.  Some fields 
may have suffered 
extensive stand losses 
and will subsequently 
require reseeding or 
replacement.  Losses are 
often variable and but are 
most extensive on flatter, 
compacted, more poorly 
drained sections of fields 
where snowmelt and rain 
may have ponded and frozen for an extended length of time.  
Open, windswept areas of fields can also be at risk if an 
insulating layer of snow was thin or non-existent while 
temperatures were below 15 degrees, leaving plants exposed 
to harsh cold and wind.  While sod grasses, red and white 
clovers and birdsfoot trefoil can reseed themselves or fill in 
damaged, thin or bare areas, alfalfa and bunch grasses will 
not.  In the latter case, bare areas are likely to fill in with low-
yielding winter and summer annual weeds.  It is important to 
evaluate stands early this spring to explore your options for 
managing thin, patchy hay fields, pastures and small grain 
fields. 

 

Be watchful of alfalfa, grass and small grain fields, or portions 
of fields, which appear to be slow to ‘green up’ over the next 
couple of weeks.  Most grasses are now greening and 
beginning to grow a bit on warm sunny days.  When spring 
growth has reached 3-4” high, scout these fields for injury, 
frost heaving, root damage and death.  The first step in 
evaluating your own fields is to count the stand density or 

Table 1. Alfalfa Population Guidelines for New 
Seedings and Established Stands 

Harvest Year 

Optimum 
Stand 

Adequate 
Stand 

  - - crowns per square foot - - 

New Spring Seed-
ing 25-40 12-20 

1st hay year 12-20 6-10 

2nd hay year 8-12 4-6 

3rd and older 4-8 2-5 

plant population, which is indicative of the yield potential 
of the field.  With a clipboard or notebook, walk the field 
in a random or ‘W’ pattern and choose 10 
representative locations in the field to count the number 
of plants per square foot.  You can make a 12” x 12” 
wooden or PVC square to make this task easier.  For 
alfalfa, toss the square down and count and record the 
number of alfalfa crowns within the square.  Be sure you 
count crowns, not stems.  For grasses and cereals, put 
the square down and count the number of plants within the 
square.  Be sure to count grass or cereal plants, not tillers.  
Before moving on to the next location, also record whether 
the surviving plants appear healthy.  Dig up a couple of 
alfalfa plants and examine the taproot.  Slice the taproot 
lengthwise and observe root tissues.  Is the root white, firm 
and healthy?  Or is it dry, brown and ‘ropey?’  Is the taproot 
brown in the center?  If the alfalfa root is browned, 
dehydrated, and ropey, it is dead or dying. Do the grass or 
grain plants appear to be viable?  Count just the living, 
healthy legume, grass or cereal grain plants. 

 

 

Average the stand counts from the 10 locations within the 
field.  Compare the average stand count with some 
guidelines to understand the yield potential of the field.  For 
alfalfa, compare your stand counts to Table 1.  If your stand 
count is marginal, also consider the relative health of the 
surviving plants.  In pure grass fields, good ground cover is 
essential for weed suppression and yield potential.  If 
established bunch grasses (i.e. orchardgrass, timothy, reed 
canarygrass, perennial ryegrass) or a sod-forming grasses 
(i.e. Kentucky bluegrass, bromegrass, redtop, tall fescue, 

(Continued on page 14) 

Table 2. Grass and Small Grain Population 
Guidelines for 50% ground cover 

Established stands 

Marginal 
Stand 

Inadequate 
Stand 

  - - crowns per square foot - - 

Smooth brome-
grass >2 <1 

Tall fescue >2 <1 

Orchardgrass >4 <2 

Kentucky blue-
grass >6 <3 

Timothy >6 <3 

Redtop >6 <3 
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  Assess Alfalfa, Winter Cereal and Grass Stands for Spring Reseeding Decisions 

cont’d 

overseeding winter-injured stands, remember to adequately 
fertilize and control for weeds.  

 

Depending on degree of damage and feed inventories, 
consider replacing the alfalfa stand with corn, BMR 
sorghum, millet or another summer annual forage.  Alfalfa 
generally should not be reseeded or overseeded into the 
same stand due to autotoxicity issues.  To quickly generate 
forage while also seeding a new alfalfa stand, plant another 
field with an alfalfa-grass mixture with an oat companion 
crop.  Cut the oats high at the flag leaf stage for a late July/
early August forage crop. 

 

Lastly, before destroying a poor stand of forage or grain, be 
sure to calculate the input costs you’ve invested into the 
existing crop, the costs of establishing a replacement crop in 
relation to the expected yields of both existing and 
replacement crops, rotation benefits of both options, as well 
as current crop prices and availability. Refer to the 2015 
Cornell Guide for Integrated Field Crop Management for 
recommendations and guidance for planting and managing 
corn, soybeans, forages and small grains. 

 

Additional resources:  

1. Evaluating Winter Injury to Alfalfa.  Jerry Cherney, Leon 
Hatch and Ed Goyette, Cornell University.  http://
forages.org/page.php?pid=44. 

2. Alfalfa stand assessment:  Is this stand good enough to 
keep?  2011. Undersander et al, Univ Wisconsin 
Extension.  http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/
a3620.pdf   

3. Assessing Alfalfa Stand Conditions in the Spring.  2013. 
Undersander et al, Univ Wisconsin Extension.  
http://fyi.uwex.edu/drought2012/files/2013/04/Asses
sing-Alfalfa-Stand-Condition-in-the-Spring.pdf  

4. Wheat Stand Assessment, Winterkill Yield loss, and 
Nitrogen Application.  Conley & Gaska.  Univ Wisconsin 
E x t e n s i o n .   
http://www.coolbean.info/pdf/small_grains/early_seas
on/Wheat_Winterkill_09.pdf  

5. 2015 Cornell Guide for Integrated Field Crop 
Management.  2015.  Bill Cox, ed.  Cornell Univ. 
Cooperative Extension 

quackgrass) are damaged to below 50% ground cover, 
consider reseeding or renovating.  Table 2. Lists some 
guidelines for when plant density may fall below 50% 
cover for some selected grass species.  Winter cereal 
grains can tolerate relatively large reductions in plant 
density before it becomes more profitable to replant 
with spring grains. As few as 12-15 plants per square 
foot is considered a minimum plant density for 

adequate yield potential.  Good spring populations are from 
23 to 30 plants per square foot and densities above 30 
plants per square foot are considered excellent.  If you’ve 
counted minimal plant density and the plants also do not 
appear healthy, consider the stand below the minimum and 
consider reseeding with a spring cereal or another crop.  For 
thin stands, adjust fertilizer applications and take care to 
adequately control weeds.  If replanting, consider the 
following: 

 When planting after May 20 replant with a higher 
seeding rate to compensate for the reduced tillering of 
the late-planted crop.   

 After June 1, use higher seeding rates AND choose the 
earliest varieties that are available, or consider growing 
an alternative short-season crop.   

 Planting small grains after June 21 is not 
recommended.  

 

If alfalfa or small grain stands are below minimum 
replanting recommendations, consider some alternative 
crops.  First, calculate your existing forage and grain 
inventories to know how much flexibility you have for 
reseeding and replacement crops.  If inventories are in 
surplus, you have the luxury of reseeding slower or later 
maturing crops.  However, if inventories are scarce, you’ll 
need to consider earlier maturing crops for quicker 
production. 

 

Often, crop losses will be patchy.  If you decide to continue 
to manage and harvest an injured alfalfa field, allow plants 
to mature a bit longer before cutting. This delay can help 
plants recover and preserve future yield potential.  For 
severely-damaged, but not killed, alfalfa fields, allowing 
plants to mature to full bloom before taking a first cut can 
also avoid further losses.  Delay to early flowering stage for 
subsequent cuttings. Increasing the cutting height may also 
help stands recover.  Do not harvest winter-injured stands 
late in the fall to allow them to store reserves before winter.  
If the field is an alfalfa-grass mix, you could choose to 
fertilize and harvest it as a grass field.  If the losses are 25-
50%, consider no-till drilling in clover or orchardgrass.  When 

(Continued from page 13) 



Sheep and Goat News  
 Betsy Hodge, CCE St Lawrence County Livestock Educator   

I really wanted to write about getting ready for pasture season 
but with the temps in the teens and the ground still frozen solid 
I think it is safe to wait until early May to write about grass. In 
the meantime, our ewes are getting wide and their udders are 
filling up in anticipation of lambing. There have been lots of 
cute pictures of lambs and kids posted on social media lately. 
That got me thinking about the ewes and does and their 
treatment before and during lambing. There are tons of articles 
on lambing and how to care for the lambs but not much on the 

ewes and 
does that 
are doing all 
the hard 
w o r k 
g e s t a t i n g 
and bearing 
these cute 
little critters. 
gestation is 
about 5 
months long 
for goats and 

sheep with a little variation by breed. The first 90 days or so 
don’t require much extra nutrition for the ewe or doe but it is 
important to have free-choice, species appropriate, loose 
minerals available. During the last 40 to 50 days, the 
nutritional requirements increase at the same time there is less 
space inside the ewe or doe to put food. Therefore, the feed 
needs to be good quality and easily available. There needs to 
be plenty of bunk space if you are supplementing grain to avoid 
jostling and bashing at the feeder. Many farmers vaccinate 
their ewes and does a month before lambing with a CD/T 
vaccine or even a 7-way clostridial (contains the CD/T and a 
few more). This practice allows the mothers to build up 
antibodies that will pass to the babies in the colostrums and 
give them some protection for a few weeks while they start to 
get their own immune system revved up. Just before lambing 
and kidding is a good time to de-worm your sheep and goats. 
Parasites that over wintered inside the animals’ digestive tracts 
will be coming to life now.  
 
At the Extension Farm we have not seen an increase in fecal 
egg counts at this time so we have not done this but we are 
going to do fecal samples as we approach lambing and decide 
whether to do it this year. Wool ewes may benefit from 
crutching or shearing the area around the back end and rear 
legs. Crutching makes it easier to observe whether the lamb is 
nursing and for the lamb to find the teats. Actual timing of the 
full shearing of the ewes will depend on whether you are 
lambing inside or out and what time of year. Goats don’t have a 
problem with too much wool in the way but they sometimes 
have very low hanging udders at first which may mean the kids 
require some coaching for the first few days to get the hang of 
getting the teats into their mouths. Some problems to watch for 
in the weeks before lambing and kidding are vaginal prolapse, 
pregnancy toxemia, and even respiratory problems since most 

of us lamb either inside or during the time when the 
weather is very up and down. Vaginal prolapses can be 
replaced manually and after the bladder drains can be 
strapped or held in place with a “spoon” that stays in 
place until the lambs or kids are born. Serious or repeat 
offender maybe require a stitch in the vulva to hold 
things together until lambing. There is a 40% chance 
the ewe will prolapse again next year so consider 
carefully whether you want to keep her for another 
lambing. Pregnancy toxemia can be very serious if not 
caught early. Any ewe or doe off feed or acting dopey 
should be considered suspect. The energy draw of twins 
or triplets at the end of pregnancy can cause the animals to 
become ketotic and eat even less. Toxemia can be treated 
with propylene glycol but it is recommended you talk to your 
vet if you suspect toxemia. If one animal is showing signs 
there may be more coming and a change in the ration may 
be needed. Ironically, over fat ewes and does are more 
likely to have toxemia so keeping your animals in good body 
condition but not fat is very important.  
 
Every once in awhile we find a ewe tipped over or “turtled”. 
Her shoulder is next to a rock or she got tipped part way on 
her back in a little dip in the ground. I think this could 
happen to very pregnant goats as well but the thick wool on 
a ewe makes it even more challenging for her to get up. If 
you catch them in time, a little assist at getting right side up 
will be all they need although it might take a little while for 
them to un-bloat. If you are too late, they will bloat and not 
be able to breath.  
At lambing and kidding time there are a couple things to 
watch for. Milk fever is 
unusual but possible in 
ewes and does. In ewes 
it usually hits right 
around lambing. Does 
often have trouble a 
little later – even a 
couple weeks after 
kidding. Ewes tend to be 
laying flat on their 
sternum with their head 
down on the ground and 
can be drooling. They 
respond very quickly to calcium. The fastest way is to inject 
calcium gluconate (available at most farm stores) under the 
skin. Refer to your vet for amounts and timing. Ewes and 
does should clean (pass the placenta) soon after the birth 
of their young. Retained placentas may be a sign that your 
mineral program is not quite right and again it would be 
wise to talk to your vet.  
Your kidding and lambing area should be dry and clean or 
outside on grass. Does and ewes are less likely to pick up 

(Continued on page 16) 

Volume 12 Issue 3 Page 15 



mastitis-causing organisms and lambs and kids are 
less likely to pick up navel infections. Last but not 
least, if you are using 
jugs or claiming pens 
for newborns and their 
mothers, make sure you 
get the right lambs with 
the right ewe or the 
right kids with the right 

does. Mix-ups cause much 
stress for the mothers and 
they may step on and hurt 
the babies while they are 
trying to let you know it is not 
right. A little TLC goes a long 
way to getting your ewes and 
does off to a good start. Tempting good quality hay and a 
little grain will get a tired ewe or doe going. Fresh water is a 
must as well.  

(Continued from page 15) 
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Sheep and Goat News 
cont’d 

 The Cornell University Waste Management Institute’s (CWMI) 
RecyclingAgricultural Plastics Project (RAPP), in cooperation 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Franklin County (CCE), 
TAP Industries; a materials recycling facility (MRF) serving the 
North Country, and the Franklin and Clinton County Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs), are about to make 
recycling your used agricultural plastics a whole lot easier.  
Farmers who already have baled plastic on their farms, from 
previous collection efforts, are being asked to contact TAP 
Industries at their Malone recycling yard by calling 518-521-
6657 or by emailing tapindustriesmalone@gmail.com (or you 
can contact CCE at 518-483-7403 or rlg24@cornell.edu) to 
make arrangements to have already baled plastic picked up 
at your farm, without cost. Funding for this effort is being 
provided by CWMI-RAPP. 
In past years, a local agricultural plastic recycling 
coordinating team, consisting of employees from RAPP, 
Franklin and Clinton County SWCDs, and Clinton and Franklin 
County CCE, used specially-designed trailer-mounted trash 
compactors, or plastics ‘balers’, provided for the program by 
legislators, through funding to the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, to ‘bale’ used 
agricultural plastic on-site at participating farms for shipping 
to MRFs in New York City and out-of-state. That strategy 
proved to be too expensive and, therefore, unsustainable. 
So, RAPP and CCE began exploring other options. By 
partnering with TAP Industries, a local MRF interested in 
promoting greater involvement in North Country recycling 
programs, agricultural plastics can be processed locally, 
instead of being trucked elsewhere, making the process 
much more cost-effective while minimizing handling and 
environmental impact. 
‘Super-sacks’; large refuse bags similar to agricultural 
fertilizer bags, are available without cost to anyone who 
would like to participate. Agricultural and horticultural plastic 
can be stored in these sacks and conveniently dropped off at 
Tap Industries Malone facility, located on Railroad Street 
(enter from Brewster St.). Arrangements can be made for 
pick up, as well, for a fee. 
 

Anyone interested in recycling their used agricultural plastics 
is encouraged to call CCE at 518-483-7403 or to contact me 
by email (rlg24@cornell.edu). Information on how to prepare 
agricultural and horticultural plastics, including used sap-
collection tubing, for recycling is also available from CCE. Tap 
Industries will accept a wide range of other household and 
farming-related recyclables on-site as well, at no cost to the 
consumer. Visit http://tapindustriesmalone.com for more 
information. Although TAP Industries does not require that 
you make an appointment to drop off large quantities of 
agricultural plastic, making prior arrangements is greatly 
appreciated and may save you time. Deliveries are accepted 
year-round; Monday through Friday between 9:00 AM and 

(Continued on page 17) 

Recycling Agricultural Plastics  
Just Got Easier 

Richard Gast; Extension Educator – Natural Resources 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Franklin County 

  

Questions about  
Energy, Natural Resources  

& Horticulture 

Contact Rich  
at 518-483-7403  

or  
 email: rlg24@cornell.edu 
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Recycling Agricultural Plastics Just Got Easier 
cont’d 

5:00 PM and on Saturdays from 9:00 AM through 2:00 
PM.  
 
Plastic Use in Agriculture 
Traditionally, tower silos, made of steel or concrete, were 
used to store forages and grain. Today, plastic film is 
widely used to improve or replace these outmoded storage 
systems. And, because of the flexibility of the storage and 
marketing options associated with plastic films, their use 
continues to grow. 
Farmers commonly store hay and high-energy corn silage 
in bunkers, with the excess stored in piles. Forage is 

immediate ly  covered, 
usually with 6 mil plastic 
sealed tightly over the pile. 
Tires are then placed on the 
plastic to hold it securely in 
place and prevent spoilage 
from exposure to air. This 
m e t h o d  o f f e r s  a 
comparatively inexpensive 
(short-term) forage-storing 

approach. 
Storing and preserving silage in plastic bags; some as large 
as 300 feet or more in length and 8  to 12 feet in 
diameter, is becoming more widely used, as well. This 
relatively new method can be tailored for use with any size 
herd. And many farmers believe that utilizing plastic bags 
provides the safest, most affordable option, especially 
when compared to purchasing equipment outright.  
Many farms have also moved from square hay bales to 
large round bales, which save time and labor. Round bales 
are not nearly as suited to barn storage as square bales, 
however, and are often stored outdoors, where exposure to 
weather and water penetration can greatly reduce feed 
value (palatability and digestibility). In fact, when stored on 
damp soil, deterioration at the bottom of the bales can be 
substantial. To reduce outside storage losses, round bales 
are covered with solid polyethylene sheeting or individually 
wrapped. Plastic covered post and beam or frame 
structures are sometimes constructed as temporary 
storage buildings, as well. 
The use of plastics in horticulture has increased 
considerably in recent years, too. Plastic film is used in 
constructing greenhouses, high tunnels, low tunnels, and 
row covers, all of which are used to lengthen the growing 
season, minimize the effects of extreme weather events on 
crops, and improve productivity by optimizing plant growth 
and development in protected environments. Plastic film is 
also increasingly being used as a mulch, to increase the 
earliness, yield, and quality of crops like tomatoes, 
eggplant, and peppers. Drip irrigation tape is made of 
recyclable plastic too, as are pots, planters, cell packs, 
trays, and fertilizer and pesticide containers.  

 The New York State Maple Tour is an annual event, 
hosted by a regional Chapter of the New York State 
Maple Producers Association and a Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Association office serving one of the counties 
represented by the Chapter. This year, the tour is being 
made possible by a collaborative effort of the 
Northeastern New York Maple Producers Association 
Chapter and Franklin County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension.  
Maple sugaring is a sustainable agricultural industry with 
tremendous upside economic potential for the region and the 
State. The 2015 Maple Tour is an opportunity for maple syrup 
and value-added maple products producers, as well as others 
looking to become involved in making maple syrup and other 
maple-related products, to meet, exchange ideas, and network 
with area producers, equipment suppliers, and each other. 
The Tour will be based out of Malone, NY. Those wishing to 
stay in Malone, while attending all or part of this 3-day event, 
can receive a preferred rate at either the Red Roof Inn, 518-
483-8123, or the Holiday Inn Express and Suites, 518-483-
1210. Just mention the NYS Maple Tour when making hotel 
reservations on or before June 11th. 
The Maple Tour kicks off 
at 3:00 PM on Sunday, 
June 28th, with sign-ins 
and a trade show and 
social, in the Adirondack 
Room at Mo’s Pub and 
Grill, on Route 11, in 
Malone. The trade show 
will offer producers and 
would-be producers an 
opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with many of the latest advances in an industry 
that has been rapidly transforming in recent years. New 
technologies in sap collection and syrup production are 
making sugaring significantly less labor-intensive and 
considerably more rewarding.  
On Monday, June 29th, and Tuesday, June 30th, maple 
‘tourists’ will board busses, leaving from the Holiday Inn at 
8:00 AM, to visit featured destinations including several 
unique and outstanding Franklin and Clinton County maple 
sugaring businesses. No two maple sugaring operations are 
exactly alike, and this is a great opportunity for attendees to 
see how others are managing, improving, and upgrading their 
businesses through niche marketing, energy saving 
technologies, and more. 
On Monday, the spotlight will be on Franklin County maple 
producers. Scheduled tour stops include the sugarbushes at 
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Paul Smith’s College and the Paul Smith’s Visitor’s 
Interpretive Center, as well as Moon Valley Sugar House, 
located on the slopes of Titus Mountain Ski Resort.  
Maple syrup production represents an ever-increasingly-
more-important component of diversified farming and 
agricultural business and the day’s stops will also include 

the diversified-
f a r m -
sugarhouses of 
Deer River Maple 
Products, Inc. 
and  Wi l l i am 
Greenwood.  
A banquet is 
o f f e r e d  o n 
Monday night 

and is included at no charge to attendees purchasing full 
tour packages.  
On Tuesday, participants will visit Clinton County 
sugarmakers and their operations. Stops include Saranac 
Sugarworks, Rand Hill Maple, Brow’s Sugar House, 
Bechard’s Sugar House, and Casey Sugar House, a business 
started by a dedicated, hard-working, young entrepreneur, 
Nate Casey, when he was a teenager.  
Other stops include Parker’s Maple Farm; a family owned 
and operated business started in 1884. The Parker family 
now taps approximately 40,000 trees, producing the highest-
quality maple syrup possible using the most advanced 
technologies and equipment, including the largest wood 
pellet evaporator in use in North America.  
Maple ‘tourists’ will also be visiting Amazing Grace Vineyard 
and Winery, where fine wines have been made and enjoyed 
for three generations, to sample their Mia's Maple Melody, a 
quality wine made from 100% pure, local maple syrup. 
The tour wraps up on Tuesday evening at the Holiday Inn, in 
Malone.  
 

2015 New York State Maple Tour 
Dates and Times: 3:00 PM Sunday, June 28 through 4:00 
PM Tuesday, June 30  
Location: Holiday Inn Express and Suites; 3351 U.S. Route 
11; Malone, NY is the tour bus pick-up and drop-off point  
Sunday: Check-in, snacks, and trade show starting at 3:00 in 
the Adirondack Room at Mo’s Pub and Grill 
Monday: Franklin County Tour, evening banquet and trade 
s h o w  
Tuesday: Clinton County Tour  
 
Cost – Full Tour: $170 per person, which includes 

Sunday Evening Social 
Lunch on Monday and Tuesday 

Monday Night Banquet 
Tour Transportation 

Cost – Single Day: $85 per person, which includes 
One Day Tour Transportation 
One Lunch (does NOT include Monday Night Banquet) 

Cost – Single Day Tour and Monday Night Banquet: $125 
per person 
 
Late Fees (after June 11): $25 per person for full or single 
d a y  t o u r  p a c k a g e s 
$10 per person for banquet registration 
 
Online Registration and Payment: reg.cce.cornell.edu/
Maple_216 
Payment can also be made by mail.   
Every registrant receives a complimentary admission ticket 
to the Wild Center, the Natural History Museum of the 
Adirondacks, in Tupper Lake; good from June 26 through 
July 2, 2015; a $17 value. 
 
Cancellation Policy - All cancellations must be made in 
writing and received by Franklin County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension on or before Friday, June 11th, 2015 in order to 
receive a full refund. If a doctor's note is received within 10 

d a y s  o f  a 
cancellation, a 
full refund will be 
given. "No shows" 
will not be 
refunded. 
 
F o r  m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
please visit the 
Franklin County 
C o r n e l l 
C o o p e r a t i v e 

Extension website (http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu). Click on 
the ‘Events’ calendar, located on the right-hand side of the 
page and, once the events page loads, scroll down and click 
on ‘2015 New York State Maple Tour’ or call Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Franklin County at 483-7403. Or 
you can send an email to Denise at dml24@cornell.edu 



 
 Anyone can farm, but not everyone is a farmer. 
 Farming can make you a small fortune --- if you start with a large one. 
 Few occupations blend art and science as well as farming. --- Adding a little religion helps, too. 
 The history of the land is etched in the faces of those who till it. 
 Before the new can be planted, the old must be put aside, plowed under, and buried from view. 
 The smell of newly turned soil is the smell of promise and hope. 
 The worth of a man is measured by how straight a furrow he can plow. 
 Farming is like playing five-card poker with four cards. 
 Look down when walking in a cow pasture. 
 Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong. 
 Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. 
 A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor.  
 Every path has a few puddles.  
 Always drink upstream from the herd. 
 Keep skunks and bankers at a distance. 
 When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty. 
 Look down when walking in a cow pasture. 
 Don't judge folks by their relatives. 
 Don't count your chickens before they hatch. 
 If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.   
 Letting the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than putting it back in. 
 Don’t borrow trouble. --- Be patient. --- You’ll have plenty of your own. 
 One boy, one brain. --- Two boys, half a brain. --- Three boys, no brain at all. 
 A good farmer is nothing more, nor less, than a handyman with a sense of humus. 
 The farmer has to be an optimist or he wouldn't still be a farmer. 
 If you win the lottery, keep farming until the money runs out. 
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355 WEST MAIN ST. SUITE 150 
MALONE, NY  12953  

Services  

 

Available free of charge  
SARE Bulletins  

 

 Profitable Poultry:  Raising Birds on Pasture 
 

 Marketing Strategies for Farmers & Ranchers  
 Transitioning to Organic  
 Limited Resource Farmers 

Stop by the CCE office to pick up 
yours today!   

 

 
Rick LeVitre 
Executive Director /Ag Team Leader 
 
 

 

Kim Morrill  
NNY Regional Dairy Specialist 
 

 

Richard Gast 
Horticulture, Natural Resource  
& Energy Educator 
 

Harry FeFee  
Ag Outreach Educator  
 

Kitty O’Neil 
 Regional Field Crops and Soils Specialist 

Ag Program Staff 

Buy, sell or Trade 

Roger Howard         518-358-2176 
Small square bales hay for horses and 
cattle. 

Jeff Gerow              518-358-4271 
Hay for Sale, 1st Cut grass, small square 
bales, 35-40 lbs.  Never been rained on.  3500 
bales.  Delivery available for charge.    
 

 
 
 

 

Mike O’Connor        t: 518 497-3022  
           C: 518 649-6970 
 
Dry round 1st, 2nd, and 3rd  cut  bales of hay. 

Marble River Alpacas 518-497-6009 
 Interested in the alpaca business?  Would 
you like to own some of these curious, 
loving, luxurious animals?  We’re located 
in Chateaugay, NY.  Call if interested. 

   
Alton Savage        518-483-3949 
For Sale: Baled Straw 

Malette HyView Acres  518 497-6837 

Seed Oats. Round and Square Alfalfa 
Bales. Small square bales.  

Ron Edgley           518-524-3550                                                                 
          518-354-8448 
 

4 x 5 round dry bales, 1st and 2nd cut.    
Also, 4 x 4 round clover/grass mix baleage.   
Large quantities 

 Kristen Chambers        315-250-1742 
Hoof trimmer, call to schedule an 
appointment.  

  Asselin Accounting & Tax Services:  

518-483-7961 or asselin.mba.vet@gmail.com 

Specializing in Small Business & Individual Tax 
to include accounting & bookkeeping services.  

FOR SALE 


