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Agriculture & Natural Resources Program Advisory Committee
October 13, 2026
4:30 P.M. – 5:30 P.M.
Steuben County Annex Building, CCE Conference Room
MEETING AGENDA

1. Call to Order – 4:37 pm – Present Kevin Peterson, Greg Longwell, Ed Merry, Stuart Sammis, Katie Callero, Susan Walker, and Tess McKinley
2. Approval of Minutes – June 2026 – Ed Merry moved to approve and Kevin Peterson seconded.  All approved.  
3. CCE Reports/Updates – 15 minutes

S. Walker – Ag/NR/MGVP Updates
· Canisteo Community Garden
· NYS Ag and Markets grant 
· 900 pounds of produce harvested.
· Tree grafting, indoor mushroom cultivation, rain barrel construction, growing dahlias and trees 101 were all well attended.
· November 4 – Pork Roadshow event at the Prattsburgh Firehall
· Jr. Gardener program started
· Master Gardener training course offered this spring

K. Callero - SWNYDLFC
· Pasture Walk went well – would like to do more with organic
· Dairy Modernization Grant – Katie has been helping people to get this grant for milk storage and cooling capacities
· Tractor Safety at Alfred State
· Working on the Pork Roadshow with Susan
· Dairy Feeder School at end of October in Freedom NY
· Hiring for a Farm Business Management position
· NYCAM focused on Steuben County to interview farms related to mental health

T. McKinley – CCE Updates
· Farm Trail Day went well
· Annual Dinner is November 6
· Doing both Chemung and Steuben

4. Member Input & Updates – What are Committee members seeing as needs for the community related to Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Horticulture?  20-30 Minutes
· Greg Longwell – Had trips averaging 16-17 kids over the summer for hiking.  Will be doing a big trip this Fall with 30 students to Adirondacks.
· Explore Steuben – Kevin Peterson – Have record breaking numbers for visitation.  Challenge is Steuben County does not have the place to house people.  Hosted NYS Tourism conference in September and won two awards for work on water trail.  Will be presenting on the Water Trail at a conference.  Expanded Explore Steuben team – have a Director of Destination Development now.  Launching Destination Development Grants for Steuben County as well – can find the grant on the Explore Steuben website.
· Ed Merry talked about Lismore Dairy.  Working on getting corn chopped and weather has been decent for growing season.  Has saved money with new machinery.  Offered to host a meeting at the dairy.
· Stuart Sammis is wrapping community gardens. Had issues with pests.  Trying to increase usage of greenhouse by keeping it warmer in the winter with compost.  Would like volunteers to help with gleaning.  Discussed issues with distribution, transportation and storage related to produce.

5. Any Other Business?
· Ed and Chris are done as they have done two three year terms for 2026.
· Need to find two more people to join.  Anna Stewart and Gary Thompson and then if those two do not work out – there is Phil Weaver and Andy Fuerst.

6. Future Meeting Dates:

2027 Meeting Dates: February 9, April 13, June 8, August 10, October 12

Meetings are 4:30-5:30 pm in the CCE Steuben Conference Room within our own office space (20 East Morris Street Bath 2nd Floor).  This conference room location is a change from the past and will now be within our private office space so please enter through the CCE Office Door instead of heading to the County Conference rooms as usual!

We are required to have at least 4 meetings (with quorum) each year.  

7. Motion to Adjourn at 5:17 by Ed Merry and seconded by Greg Longwell.  All approved.  
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