Curbside Demonstration Garden
Challenges to consider:
1) Are there trees?  If so, shade and dry soil can be issues.  Do not damage tree roots or pile soil on top of them.  Do not pile mulch against the tree bark.  Consult the City Forester before any extensive excavation.  Consider plant height that may interfere with traffic safety.  Plan to use smaller plants that can be planted without hurting tree roots.  Soaker hoses can be used for watering the new plants.

2) Road salt, dog waste, can be issues.

3) Look at the soil.  Is it clay, rocky, test the pH.

4) What is there already?  Tree seedlings, invasive plants?

5) Allow places for car passengers to exit the car and cross the plantings.

6) Take pictures and measurements of the site.
Curbside Demonstration Garden Plants:

Allium cernuum, nodding wild onion (native)
Amsonia species, bluestar (native)
Aquilegia canadensis, native columbine

Asarum canadensis, Canadian wild ginger (native)
Asclepias syriaca, common milkweed (native)
Carex, variegated sedge, possibly Ice Dance variety

Chasmanthium latifolium, northern sea oats (native)
Chrysogonum virginianum, green and gold (native)
Convallaria majalis, lily of the valley

Diervilla lonicera, northern bush honeysuckle (native)

Epimedium, barrenwort

Geranium macrorrhizum, bigroot geranium

Helleborus x hybridus, Lenten rose

Helleborus foetidus, stinking hellebore

Hosta cultivars

Hydrangea quercifolia, oakleaf hydrangea (native to the south)
Penstemon digitalis (native)
Polygonatum  biflorum, Solomon seal (native)
Polygonatum odoratum‘Variegatum’, cream-edged Solomon seal

Pulmonaria, speckled lungwort

Sedum ternatum, woodland stonecrop (native)
Solidago caesia, blue-stem goldenrod (native)
Solidago flexicaulis,  zigzag goldenrod (native)
Syringa vulgaris, white lilac

Waldsteinia fragarioides, barren strawberry (native)
Bulbs planted fall of 2025, in order of bloom
1) Snowdrops – Galanthus elwesii
2) Crocus, early – Crocus tommasinianus Thomas Barr
3) Crocus, late – mixed purple to lavender
4) Daffodils – long trumpet mix and single white daffodils
5) Tulipa sylvestris, yellow
6) Tulip Jimmy Mix, orange to salmon mix

While species tulips and daffodils did do well, the crocuses did not.
Future improvements would include winter aconite (Eranthis hyemalis) and Spanish bluebell (Hyacinthoides hispanica).

Weeds to ID and Remove

1) Bishops’ weed, AKA goutweed, Aegopodium  podagraria-- spreads by white roots, very invasive
2) Bindweed , Convolvulus arvensis– grows up other plants, spreads by deep white roots and seed, very invasive
3) Dock, Rumex species -- taprooted, spreads by seed
4) Herb Robert, Geranium robertianum – spreads by seed
5) Mugwort, Artemisia vulgaris – tall, spreads by root and seed
6) Creeping Charlie, ground-ivy, Glechoma hederacea – mint relative, spreading and rooting at the nodes
Resources:
1) Native Plants of the Northeast by Donald Leopold
2) Armitage’s Garden Perennials by Alan Armitage
3) Manual of Woody Landscape Plants by Michael Dirr

4) Missouri Botanical Garden Plant Finder (online)
