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It has been a long time since I last put pen to paper (so to speak in this digital age) to write a column. 

Like so many in the North Country this year I succumbed to the winter flu/crud/cold/misery. In fact, not 

many in my office evaded it. My wife and I also had the opportunity to take some time and escape the 

clutches of Old Man Winter and enjoy the sun and warmth of Florida for a while. Add to the out of office 

time, the immersion into organizational demands of end of year financials, meetings with collaborators, 

and dealing with administrative duties, etc. something had to give. And that was the writing. 

Fortunately, Vanetta Conn, the leader of CCE Franklin’s successful Eat Smart New York Program for the 

past several years, returned from an extended leave. She has some new duties assigned including that of 

Communications Director. She is responsible for managing our new website 

http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/  and working with all our staff to add materials to it. She has added local 

content, updated program pages and maintains the current events. Vanetta also adds content to our 

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/CCEFranklin . Next comes our entrance into other social 

media fields including Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram. As well, she maintains and coordinates articles 

for the print media, including our local newspapers. And we still have a print option of our AgNews and 

4-H Happenings for those who do not have access to digital media (and there still are some). 

Suffice it to say, Vanetta has bailed me out over the last several weeks with articles she has written as 

well as coordinating those of colleagues and sending them all on to the local press. Kudos also go to my 

assistant, Denise Lavoie, who not only has had to deal with my crazy scheduling, office and association 

demands, but also managed the coordination and submission of staff articles while both Vanetta and I 

were away. 

Since CCE Franklin started submitting articles to the local press we have increased our submissions from 

1 newspaper to 6 print publications and one blog post. And of course, all of our articles are on our 

website as well. Many individuals and organizations are surprised to read of the many and varied 

programs we conduct in the county. A great many county residents are aware of 4-H and connect the 

title with farming and fairs or they equate the name with Camp Overlook. Most were not aware of the 

afterschool programs conducted as a result of grants and contracts awarded to CCE Franklin nor of the 

growth of the department until they read of the accomplishments portrayed in the press. Same goes for 

Family Health and Well-Being, Agriculture and Community Economic Development. 

Awareness is important. Communicating what CCE Franklin does programmatically is crucial in educating 

our public. We have made inroads. However, although Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of 

Franklin County is over 100 years old as “a subordinate governmental agency consisting of an 

unincorporated organization … in cooperation with Cornell University and the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture”, there are too many county residents who do not know of us nor what we do. Thus the 

need to continually communicate. So, I need to get back in the swing of writing every week. 
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