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Hops Scouting Report 
I want to remind everyone that June is a great time to have hops tested for petiole nutrient  

analysis.  We are trying to build a base of information.  For details go to this month’s newsletter 

on the Northeast Hop Alliance website (northeasthopalliance.org). 

 

Downy mildew is showing up at low densities in many hop yards.  A few yards are seeing more 

widespread outbreaks, so keep an eye on basal spikes.  Some growers have begun pruning all 

basal shoots and leaves to prevent the disease from spreading up the bines. 

 

I observed more beneficial arthropods than pests, but did detect some slug and snail damage to 

lower leaves.  Some lepidopteran larvae, including those of Eastern Comma, are showing up at 

VERY low levels in yards.  Little to no leaf hopper pressure yet, and no sign of two-spotted  

spider mites or hop aphids to date. 

 

Weeds are a major issue in many hop yards.  Hops are a tough plant, but high weed pressure 

will rob bines of both nutrients and water, ultimately impacting yields. 

 

The dry, windy weather is leaving many yards very dry.  It is important to have an  

irrigation plan in place for dry periods.  Many hop yards are currently in need of  

irrigation.   
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2014 Cornell Integrated Hops Production Guide  

Topics covered include site selection, nutrient management, use of cover crops, selecting 

varieties, and managing common hopyard pests. Also included is information on selecting, 

operating, and maintaining pesticide spray equipment.  The 2014 Cornell Integrated Hops 

Production Guide can be obtained through local Cornell Cooperative Extension offices or 

directly from the Cornell Store at Cornell University. To order from the Cornell Store, call 

(800) 624-4080 or order online at http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-guidelines.aspx. Cost for the 

Guide is $28 plus shipping. 

Steve’s Notes on Water & Nitrogen 

 We have noticed that growers seem to be irrigating only when things get extremely dry.  Yes, hops will  

survive on low water, but keep in mind they require a good deal of nutrients.  Low water means the plants will not  

be able to pull in the necessary amount of nitrogen and other nutrients.  They need 1 1/2 inches of rain a week.  You should be 

putting on the second or third shot of nitrogen  before the end of June.  A mature plant needs at least 150# of Nitrogen to the 

acre for the season so the second 75# needs to go on before burr formation.  Side dress urea 46% or soluble fertilizer though the 

drip.  Some growers foliar feed, but this requires some care and accuracy not to burn the plants.  
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