Cornell Cooperative Extension ‘ Rockland County

MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEERS: ENRICHING
COMMUNITIES THROUGH HORTICULTURAL

YOUR KNOWLEDGE WITH U4\
OTHERS? 4

If so, you may want to consider becoming a
Master Gardener Volunteer. The Master
Gardener Volunteer Program, offered by
Cornell Cooperative Extension, trains
volunteers to become experts in the science
and art of gardening. These dedicated
individuals then use their horticultural
knowledge and skills to educate and inspire
their communities. In this article, we will
explore the significant role of Master
Gardener Volunteers and the impact they
have on the environment and natural beauty
of their communities.
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WHAT IS THE MASTER
GARDENER VOLUNTEER
PROGRAM?

The Master Gardener Volunteer Program
is a nationwide educational initiative, and
in New York State, it is conducted by
Cornell Cooperative Extension. This
program consists of volunteers who
undergo thorough training to become
certified Master Gardener Volunteers.
Volunteers receive extensive training from
Cornell Cooperative Extension, expanding
their knowledge of horticulture and
gardening techniques. This training equips
them to provide science based, reliable
information to their community.

The program provides a platform for
Master Gardener Volunteers to connect
with fellow gardening enthusiasts, experts,
and professionals in their field. This
networking fosters a sense of camaraderie
and encourages the exchange of ideas and
experiences.



These volunteers are passionate about
gardening and use their expertise to teach
others about horticulture and the
environment. Each volunteer commits to
donating at least 100 hours of service
over a two-year period.
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Master Gardener Volunteers engage in a wide
range of activities to promote gardening and
environmental awareness in their
communities. Some of these activities include: \ U

BENEFITS OF BEING A

Teaching and Education: Master Gardener MASTER GARDENER .«su=
Volunteers conduct workshops and lectures VOLUNTEER: v
on various gardening topics, such as ;
container gardening, landscape design, native
plants, edible gardening, composting and Being part of the Master Gardener Volunteer
much more. They work with schools, libraries, Program is a rewarding experience and an
and other public venues to educate children, opportunity to contribute to the community.
adults, educators, and Community groups. Thl’OUgh their efforts, these volunteers enrich the
lives of many.
Horticultural Assistance: These volunteers
provide horticultural advice and answer Master Gardener Volunteers play a crucial role in
inquiries from the public. They also assist in promoting gardening, environmental awareness,
the Horticultural Diagnostic Lab, where they and sustainable practices in their communities.
help diagnose plant diseases and offer Through their dedication, knowledge, and passion,
solutions. they inspire others to cultivate their own gardens,
appreciate the beauty of nature, and take steps
Community Projects; Master Gardener towards a greener future. |fyOU have a love for
Volunteers actively participate in community gardening and a desire to make a meaningful
improvement and beautification projects. difference, consider becoming a Master Gardener
They work on projectg like school gardengl Volunteer and join a vibrant Community dedicated
composting initiatives, and wildlife to nurturing the environment and sharing their
management programs. These volunteers are expertise with others. The deadline for the 2026-
committed to promoting sustainable 2027 Master Gardener Program is June 1.
gardening practices and increasing awareness
ofintegrat‘ed pest management, water | GET MORE INFO:
conservation, and other environmental issue HTTPS://ROCKLANDCCE.ORG/MGV

Master
ﬁéardener

ornell Cooperative Extension



https://rocklandcce.org/2026MGVProgram
https://rocklandcce.org/gardening/master-gardener-volunteers
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