
  

YQCA 2026 Scholarship Program  

  

The following scholarship opportunity links are updated on an annual basis.  If you find 
that the information is not current, check back. 

Alicia Kennedy Memorial Scholarship: A 4-H scholarship has been set up in memory of 
Alicia Kenney by the Merry Moos 4-H Club.  Applications can be obtained by calling the 4-H 
Office or by downloading the application form. See guidelines for eligibility. Scholarships 
will be in the amount of $100.  Applications due to the 4-H Office by May 1st. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New York State Guernsey Youth Dairy Achievement Award: This award program is 
sponsored by the New York State Guernsey Breeders Association.  A letter from your 
Cooperative Extension County 4-H Educator of FFA Advisor OR a representative of the 
Breed Association (not your parent) must also be submitted electronically as part of your 
application for this award.  Please submit application and all letters together in one 
email.  If you wish, you may attach one page (one side only) of photographs showing you 
involved in dairy activities.  New York State Guernsey Achievement Application.  Please 
email your application and letter to Allison Littlefield Widrick at littlewidrick@gmail.com.  If 
you do not have access to email, please mail to Alison Widrick, 27743 Three Mile Point Rd, 
Chaumont, NY 13622.  Deadline to apply: March 15th.  Please note: A previous State 
Winner is ineligible to win again. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New York State Guernsey Calf Award: The Calf Scholarship Award Program is sponsored 
by the New York State Guernsey Breeders Association for the purpose of encouraging 
those who do not presently own Guernseys to become involved with the Guernsey 
Breed.  A purebred Guernsey Calf will be awarded to the applicant who shows interest in 
the Guernsey breed and who has demonstrated the capabilities of developing the animal to 
its fullest potential.  Applicant must be age 9-15 as of January 1 of application year.  Award 
will be presented to the winner at the New York State Guernsey Breeders’ Annual Meeting in 
April. 2026 NYS Guernsey Calf Scholarship Application.  Please email your application to 
Seth and Amber Ripley at seth.ripley@gmail.com.  If you do not have access to email, 
contact the 4-H office and we will submit it for you.  Deadline to apply: February 20th. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyqcaprogram.org%2Flocal%2F2026-scholarship-program.php&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762538953337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2%2F9Z20d6Y4aVYN%2BQz6qgEazrvli9OTN4Nb0Zv2Jao6o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2024%2F01%2FApplication-to-fill-in-1ee8dbd1019098cd.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762538980344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UoWxCeHI6JQKS0SD%2BvDk6jH3LBjvAxCmr3qY2u710bM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2013%2F06%2FAlicia-Kennedy-Scholarship-Guidelines-219umgh.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762538996276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3qG1L5VFP0kBbuU4BbtsJgDg1mQ8NYw6GX5K9BkTerw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyguernseybreeders.com%2Four-association%2Fstate-award-applications%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539010747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U67IMElqzK0uf7EYI5Q3vRTnuYX%2FG%2FrEoFp1P%2Fglwls%3D&reserved=0
mailto:littlewidrick@gmail.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2026%2F01%2F2026-NYS-Guernsey-Calf-Scholarship-Application.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539024180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E6q%2FMNWzKA83xs2lDFcDP2S77ks1vEU169IpfaZXtcc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:seth.ripley@gmail.com


NYS Brown Swiss Calf Scholarship: The purpose of this award is to reward one applicant 
who demonstrates the interest and competence to care and develop the animal to its 
fullest potential, to learn from this project, and to promote the breed while attending 
shows.  Applicant must be age 9-15 as of January 1 of application year, and not own Brown 
Swiss of their own.  Winner will be announced/notified on or about April 10th.  If you are 
selected as the winner, you are required to exhibit this animal for 2 consecutive years at 
your local fair and at the New York State Fair. NYS Brown Swiss Calf Scholarship 
Application.  All applications are due March 1st. Please send your completed application 
to: Brooke Smithling, 3153 Algerine St, Stanley, NY 14561.  If you have any questions, 
contact Brooke at 315-406-3352. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Betsy’s Calf – New York State Jersey Cattle Club: A scholarship of up to $1000 will be 
awarded to a deserving youth between the ages of 8 and 16 (as of January 1 of the current 
year) to purchase a registered jersey calf. Preference is given to youth that live in New York 
state and do not currently own a jersey. The following requirements are due by March 
1st to lyndalehr@gmail.com: 1. Application available here, 2. A recommendation letter 
from someone that knows you (4-H leader, 4-H educator, FFA Advisor, teacher, jersey 
breeder, etc.), 3. Parent acknowledgement.  Additional requirement due by January 15th of 
the following two years to Lynda Lehr: A letter to the New York Jersey Club with an update 
on your calf (where did you purchase her, what is her pedigree, how have you cared for her, 
what shows did you attend what have you learned, and what your future plans are.  A 
picture of you and your calf.  For questions contact Junior Activities Chairman: Lynda Lehr 
at 315-857-7161 or lyndalehr@gmail.com or NY Jersey Club President: Sandy Ferry Scott at 
518-522-3321 or slferry77@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Mendyka Family Scholarship offers scholarships to high school seniors and students 
already enrolled in college or other post high school programs who are looking to become 
First Responders (Police, Fire Fighters, EMTs) or K-12 Teachers.  The deadline for the 
application is May 1st.  More information and application available here. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fenimore Farm Junior Livestock Show Chobani Agricultural Leader Scholarships: 

Only youth who show at the Jr. Livestock Show in Cooperstown in July are eligible for these 
scholarships. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2026%2F01%2FNYS-Brown-Swiss-Calf-Scholarship-Application.doc.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539037970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LCFCY1ur4VdsXjSdBjQdAoHXWDwb4FigjbwoqVh6mfY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2026%2F01%2FNYS-Brown-Swiss-Calf-Scholarship-Application.doc.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539037970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LCFCY1ur4VdsXjSdBjQdAoHXWDwb4FigjbwoqVh6mfY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lyndalehr@gmail.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2023%2F02%2FBetsy-Calf-Scholarship-2.docx&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539052559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x1hRXhDDba4Q0XhBk7G9rpDlHyILGK4RkFcHWvJKSrU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lyndalehr@gmail.com
mailto:slferry77@gmail.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mendyka.info%2Fscholarship&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539069666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pKfln9WuCxoB1%2FmGTdSbzxtiiLnxpd9cq7H5yOxDOR0%3D&reserved=0


Scholarships Overview: Since the beginning, Chobani has been committed to sourcing 
the freshest milk possible from nearly 1,000 farmers in our local communities.  From 
Chenango County, NY, to Twin Falls, ID, we work with farmers who share our values and 
sense of community.  That’s why we’re excited to recognize young agricultural leaders we 
believe embody the Chobani Spirit.  Scholarships available: Senior, Junior, Terra Jackson 
Scholarship Applications. 

Both Junior and Senior essays should be postmarked by June 15, and mailed to Fenimore 
Farm, Attn. Meg Preston, PO Box 30, Cooperstown, NY 13326.  They may also be mailed 
to m.preston@fenimorefarm.org. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New York Farm Bureau Free Student Membership for 4-H members who are Juniors and 
Seniors in high school.  Read more information about it here. 

  

  

  

Zoe Lockburner 

Agriculture Livestock/4H Livestock Program Manager 

t. 845-344-1234, ext. 258 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2025%2F03%2FJLS-Chobani-Scholarship-Application-2025F.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539084505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6X9GhLcKkDylCZbb%2FAgjZebTmR1VMWvKq74f5P%2F%2F9ag%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2Ffiles%2F2025%2F03%2FJLS-Chobani-Scholarship-Application-2025F.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539084505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6X9GhLcKkDylCZbb%2FAgjZebTmR1VMWvKq74f5P%2F%2F9ag%3D&reserved=0
mailto:m.preston@fenimorefarm.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.cornell.edu%2Fcceherkimer%2F2024%2F11%2F15%2Fnew-york-farm-bureau-free-student-membership%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckal64%40cornell.edu%7C73b233913bed4f49ea6b08de6002db8e%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639053762539098668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PKVU9MKomlqzK90DWLCv42UM0%2BSU7C9zMiYMvjK53IY%3D&reserved=0

