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CCE-Monroe Staff:

Juliana Alvarado, Horticulture Team Lead

Juliana Alvarado is originally from Colombia. She earned her degree in Biology from the National University of Colombia and completed a master’s in Sustainable Agriculture and Chemical Ecology at the University of Neuchâtel in Switzerland. Juliana brings experience as both a researcher and an educator and has been recognized with several awards for her leadership in environmental projects, most recently in 2024 at the University of Neuchâtel. Since arriving in Rochester in 2025, she has been inspired by the region’s natural beauty and the warmth of its people. Her lifelong dream has been to build a bridge between science and the community through her expertise, a vision she now fulfills as the Horticulture Program Leader at CCE. Bilingual in Spanish and English, Juliana enjoys adventures in nature, a good book, yoga, embroidery, and spending time with family and friends.

Rachel DeVona, Urban Garden Educator
Rachel is joining CCE Monroe’s Horticulture Team after serving with the Monroe County 4-H Team as Urban Youth Development Educator for over a year. She grew up on her ancestral family homestead in Afton, NY, Chenango County, where she cultivated a curiosity and love for art and the outdoors. A SUNY New Paltz alumni, Rachel carries her schooling in Art Education through all facets of life, sharing the joy and wonders of staying active with one’s hands in every field she finds herself in. Prior to joining the CCE Monroe Team, Rachel worked as the team leader, events organizer, and a farm worker at a local CSA, Wild Hill Farm, for four growing seasons. She moved to Rochester in 2014 and has stayed in the region since, falling in love with the communities, opportunities, environments, and history of the region. She now resides in Ontario County. Rachel is committed to being a lifelong learner. She enjoys watching her cats Sage and Spruce bake biscuits, time spent outside, drawing funny little portraits and reading.
Jarmila Haseler, Agriculture Educator 
Born in Prague in the Czech Republic, Jarmila has always had a passion for the outdoors -hiking, gardening and training service dogs in one of Prague's large parks. This inclination led her to study agronomy and crop production at the University of Agriculture.  Arriving in Rochester, she worked at Eastman Kodak and simultaneously started her own business designing sustainable gardens.  Initially working within Extension, Jarmila served as a Farmers' Market Specialist in CCE of Wayne County. Her work helped to ensure the success of farmers' markets in the Genesee Valley Region. Jarmila's strengths are in program development through stakeholder engagement, project management, needs assessment, and process evaluation.  She is excited to work with clients and communities while growing public awareness agriculture in Monroe County.   In her free time, Jarmila teaches her dog Finn new tricks, grows her own fruit and vegetables in her backyard, and tries to harvest them before the squirrels and deer do! 
Andrea Lista, Executive Director
Andrea has had the privilege to serve CCE Monroe as Executive Director since 2015. She is a native of western Monroe County with an educational background and extensive nonprofit experience.  Andrea completed her master’s degree in special education at Nazareth College and holds three permanent education certifications. Her passion for organizational development steered her toward leadership for over 15 years in the non-profit sector. In her position at CCE-Monroe, Andrea combines her educational background and passion for organizational health to support this incredible team.  Andrea has completed several leadership certifications including the Ohio State University Leadership in the City/Urban Extension Course, the Cornell Harold D Craft Leadership Course, USF Diversity, Equity & Inclusion in the Workplace Certification, and the USF Inclusive & Ethical Leadership Course. Andrea loves to read, hike, and play with her little buddy Laredo, a chihuahua-poodle. 
Ashly Piedmont, MG Program Coordinator

Ashly is an alumnus of Finger Lakes Community College and had the opportunity to teach 2 semesters of Floral Design class as an adjunct instructor. In 2015 she was awarded the Outstanding Horticulture Alumni Achievement Award for providing outstanding service in the field of environmental horticulture. For 10 years at the Arc of Monroe she was a horticulture specialist providing plant-based activities to senior citizens with developmental/intellectual disabilities and mental illnesses. While working there she was rewarded with the Paul Vanas Memorial Award in 2011 for exceptional care for people with disabilities. Ashly loves to tend to her garden, spend time with her family and go camping as much as possible! 
Leslie Pude, 4-H Resource Educator/Team Lead
Leslie Pude has a professional background in Special Education and Speech Pathology. She dedicated seven years as a 4-H volunteer with CCE Monroe, managing the 4-H Friends club in Honeoye Falls. In 2022, she transitioned into an educator role, where she played a key role in overseeing the Agriculture in the Classroom program. Now serving as the 4-H Resource Educator and Team Leader, Leslie leverages her extensive experience in education, volunteerism, and program leadership to effectively guide the 4-H team. She lives with her husband on 5+ acres of land, where they are raising their three children, rescue dog, chickens, and lot of vegetables! In her free time, she enjoys camping with her family, running, and reading. 

Ann Marie Purdy, Finance and Operations Administrator 

Originally from Greece, NY, Ann Marie now resides in Irondequoit, NY, with her family and their cherished cat, Finn. Ann Marie holds a bachelor’s degree in health science with a minor in Environmental Studies from SUNY Brockport, showcasing her dedication to health and sustainability. During her free time, she enjoys family trips to Seneca Park Zoo and the Strong Museum of Play, along with personal interests like reading, crafting, and baking. Apart from her professional and personal endeavors, Ann Marie actively contributes to the One Irondequoit committee, which advocates for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives in the town.
Jessica Reid, 4-H Educator
Jessica has been a 4-H educator since 2019, bringing her unique perspective on international education and her passion for Japanese culture to her programs. As a key Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) educator, she supports several hundred students annually through hands-on, in-classroom experiences. Before returning to the Rochester area in 2018, Jessica spent five years working with youth on the Japanese Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program in the rural community of Ehime, Japan. During her time in Japan, she also volunteered with children’s programming at her local agricultural co-op and helped guide youth through immersive learning experiences in sustainability, forestry, agriculture, and the fishing industry at the “Live in Moriumius” program at Moriumius-Lusail, a sustainable learning center in Ishinomaki, Japan.When she’s not tending to her garden or playing with her favorite pups, Jessica enjoys hiking, camping, and cooking.

Alyssa VanValkenburg, County Nutrition Educator
Alyssa VanValkenburg is a Registered Dietitian and CCE Monroe’s County Nutrition Educator dedicated to helping residents make informed choices about food, health, and wellness. In her role, she provides nutrition education programming with a focus on food safety, cooking skills, food preservation, and overall healthy living.

With more than a decade of experience in public health, Alyssa brings a diverse background that includes work on a vegetable farm, managing research grants, and supporting individuals through outpatient dietetics. Her passion for nutrition is deeply connected to her belief in lifelong learning—especially when it comes to food and nature.

Outside of her professional role, Alyssa enjoys spending time with her family and continuing to explore the many ways food connects people, health, and community.

Iluminada Vilca, Bilingual Nutrition Educator 
Iluminada graduated from Sacred Heart Women’s University in Peru with a bachelor’s degree in nutrition and dietetics and Deakin University in Australia with a master’s degree in health promotion. She has experience working with “It’s Your Move Obesity Prevention” project funded by the World Health Organization and working with the World Bank Children’s Center in Washington, D.C. as an early childhood development educator. 
Maureen Vorndran – Administrative Assistant

Maureen is a native of Rochester, New York, and grew up in Webster.  Her father was a nurseryman which led to a curiosity about plant life, vegetables, and all things growing.  She tries her hand at gardening in her own backyard although the most she’s grown have been cucumbers and tomatoes.  But every year it gets better, and she has high hopes for the blackberries and pear tree planted last year.  Thankfully, she now has the aid of many Master Gardeners floating through the office. Usually, if she’s not battling bugs in the garden, she’s teaching her dog, Lola, new tricks that keep Lola entertained (and tired which Maureen likes.) Maureen has a secretarial science degree from Bryant and Stratton and is thrilled to join CCE Monroe as Administrative Assistant. 
Laurencé Walker, Nutrition Educator
Laurencé Walker is a SNAP-Ed Nutrition Educator at Cornell Cooperative Extension Monroe County. She graduated from Buffalo State College in 2021 with her Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition and Dietetics. She is equipped with the intellectual knowledge for nutrition and prepared for the challenges of an evolving diverse community and workplace. Previously, she was a Nutrition Intern at Cornell Cooperative Extension Orleans County where she had the opportunity to shadow a nutritionist. She was awarded the Orleans County Youth award for her diligence, and hard work in her position as a Nutrition Intern. After college, she is excited to find her way back to Cornell Cooperative Extension and reach the Monroe community with nutrition education. In her free time, Laurencé loves to watch baking shows, cook new recipes, and attend Christian small groups weekly.
Michelle Weiler, Nutrition Educator 

Michelle Weiler has been serving our community as a Nutrition Educator for over 21 years with Cornell Cooperative Extension. She has worked as an educator with the East Smart NY Program, the Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program, as well as Pilot programs directly with Cornell. Her passion to work in the community continues as she furthers her education at SUNY Empire in Public Health. 

Cornell University Associates:
Regina Clinton, Extension Associate for Cornell’s NYS Integrated Pest Management Program

Regina Clinton is an Extension Associate specializing in Community Integrated Pest Management (IPM). In this role, she conducts outreach and education to communities, and research on pest control measures that minimize environmental, health, and economic risk. Regina collaborates with stakeholders throughout New York State to develop and implement effective IPM strategies in the home, landscape and urban agriculture settings. Regina holds a Master’s and a Bachelor’s degree in Biology with a focus on plant and environmental sciences, along with an Associate’s degree in Agricultural Business. Regina’s journey into IPM began in the commercial vegetable industry, where she spent seven years implementing sustainable pest management practices. After this, she devoted several years to raising her two children and volunteering in her community. Regina's passion for education led her to SUNY Geneseo, where she was a biology lecturer for twelve years, teaching biology and field ecology coursework. Her solid academic background, coupled with extensive hands-on experience positions her as a well-rounded expert in her field. Outside of her professional life, Regina enjoys spending time with her family and four legged friends, gardening, kayaking and swimming. She likes to travel and lives her life with a joyful spirit. Known for her approachable and engaging teaching style, Regina has earned a reputation as an effective educator and a strong advocate for sustainable, environmentally friendly pest control methods. Regina's career reflects a blend of hands-on agricultural experience, academic rigor, and a heartfelt commitment to sustainable practices.

Brian Eshenaur, Sr. Extension Associate,  Invasive Species Coordinator, Associate Director

Brian Eshenaur is a senior extension associate and an associate director at Cornell University’s Integrated Pest Management program.  With an emphasis in plant diagnostics, his work focuses on insect & plant problem identification and sustainable pest management. Brian’s current efforts center on education and management for new invasive pests.  In this role he is providing leadership for outreach of invasive species including the spotted lanternfly.  

Robert Hadad, Extension Vegetable Specialist, Cornell Vegetable Program
Before joining the Cornell Vegetable Program in 2005, Robert Hadad worked as an Extension Educator both through the North Carolina State University Cooperative Extension Service and the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, developing programs for tobacco growers looking to diversify into vegetable production. He also assisted small farmers exploring sustainable and organic agricultural production practices. The production and marketing of local foods has always been a passion for Robert through his previous Extension work and as a former owner and operator of a small vegetable and fruit farm in Rhode Island. Today, Robert is one of the CVP’s team fresh market vegetable specialists, a farm food safety educator, and covers marketing, organic practices, and cost of production topics.
Mallory Hohl, Urban Garden Specialist/ CCE Harvest NY

Mallory has been with the Cornell Cooperative Extension system for over ten years and is thrilled to continue her service on the Harvest NY team as the WNY & FLX-focused Urban Garden Specialist. Mallory is a graduate of Canisius University and University at Buffalo and uses her skills, connections, and relationships to sustain and support community gardens and urban farms in the WNY region. Outside of work, Mallory enjoys spending time with her husband and children, friends, and enjoying all that Buffalo has to offer.

Lori Koenick, Extension Support Specialist

For three years prior to joining the Cornell Vegetable Program, Lori worked in extension roles with Cornell Garden-Based Learning and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe County developing community programs focusing on horticulture and food system topics. Lori earned a B.S. in Applied and Environmental Microbiology at West Virginia University followed by a M.S. in Plant Pathology at Cornell University studying disease management strategies in New York table beet production systems. Lori originally joined the Cornell Vegetable Program as a Project Assistant before becoming an Extension Support Specialist in 2024 focused on fresh market vegetables, mushroom, and urban agriculture.
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