
  

 

N or t h e a s t  H o p s  

N e ws  

Northeast Hops News is 

brought to you each 

month by Steve Miller, 

Hops Specialist, Cornell 

University, Madison   

County Cooperative      

Extension.  Steve          

researches, writes and 

finds  articles that would 

be useful  and interesting 

to the hops community. If 

you have  questions      

regarding content or 

would like to contribute to 

this newsletter, contact        

Steve Miller at 

sgm6@cornell.edu 

 

Newsletter Design:  
Alycia Schick,  
Hops Program Assistant 
 
Funding for this publication 

is  provided by grants from 

USDA, NYS Ag  Markets, 

Specialty Crops Block Grant 

and the  NY Farm Viability 

Institute 
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The Hops Program is pleased to announce that we 

have filled our open position.  Jason Townsend 

has joined us as a Hop Scout. Jason has strong   

interests in both conservation and sustainable                    

agriculture.  He has managed fruit and vegetable 

farms in Pennsylvania, the Finger Lakes area, and 

in the Central Valley of California, and has worked 

as a conservation biologist in New York and the      

Caribbean.  He's very excited to bring his          

background in research and IPM strategies to 

New York hops yards and support the growth of 

hops throughout the Northeast. 

Welcome Jason  
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Hop Grower 
Online Forum 

 

A new grower online 

forum for hops has 

been set up by the 

guys at The Hopyard 

in Maine.  It’s meant 

to be a place to share 

knowledge and  

experiences in  

growing hops.  You 

can read more or  

participate at 

www.hopsforum.com 

Thanks to  

Ryan Houghton,  

Geoff Keating,  

Peter Busque, and 

Charlie Hamblen for 

setting this up. 

 

 

NORTHEAST HOPS NEWS   Cornell Cooperative Extension, Madison County 

     The Pesticide Management Education Program (PMEP) at 
Cornell University is pleased to announce the availability of the 
brand new Cornell Integrated Hops Production Guide.  
     Written by Cornell University specialists, this newly created 
publication is designed to offer beginning and veteran hops 
producers practical information on growing and managing 
hops. Topics covered include site selection, nutrient  
management, use of cover crops, selecting varieties, and  
managing common hopyard pests. Also included is information 
on selecting, operating, and maintaining pesticide spray  
equipment. As an added feature, the book sports UV-resistant 
laminated covers and a spiral binding to add to its durability 
and practicality. 
     The 2014 Cornell Integrated Hops Production Guide can be 
obtained through local   Cornell Cooperative Extension offices or directly from the Cornell 
Store at Cornell University. To order from the Cornell Store, call (800) 624-4080 or order 
online at http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-guidelines.aspx. Cost for the Guide is $28 plus 
shipping. 

Be on the look out for downy mildew.   

For more information  on disease prevention pick-up your 2014 

Cornell Integrated Hops Production Guide today. 

http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-guidelines.aspx
http://store.cornell.edu/c-874-pmep-manuals-and-guidelines.aspx
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Are you in the food, beverage or agricultural industry in New York State?  On Tuesday, 

June 24, attend a free conference and resource expo sponsored by The Federal Reserve 

Bank of NY, NYS Empire State Development, and NYS Department of Agriculture and Mar-

kets. 

Hear from experts about: 

 Which type of financing is most appropriate for you 

 What lenders look for in potential borrowers  

 Alternatives to traditional bank loans 

 International market opportunities & financing tools 

  Date:  Tuesday, June 24 

  Time:  10:00am—3:30pm 

  Location:  Empire State Plaza Madison Ave, Albany 

  Register for Event 

Highlight of Presenting Organizations:  Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber, Community 

Loan Fund, Department of Commerce, Empire State Development, Export-Import Bank, 

First Niagara Bank, Food Export USA Northeast, Food Shed Investors NY/Slow Money, NBT 

Bank, New World Foundation, New York Business Development Corporation, Small Busi-

ness Administration 

 

For additional information contact: 

Shira Gans,  

Federal Reserve Bank of NY 

Tel:  (212) 720-1280 

Email:   Shira.Gans@ny.frb.org  

Food Conference & Resource Expo 

http://www.cvent.com/d/f4q3nv
http://www.cvent.com/events/access-to-capital-food-beverage-enterprises/event-summary-cbdd3e05e1dc4c1fbfbed64e9a98dc1e.aspx
mailto:chelsea.cruz@ny.frb.org
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  Hop Petiole Analysis 

    As you may know the hops program is partly   

funded by a New York Farm Viability Institute 

Grant, A Specialty Crops Block Grant and now a 

Hops Scouting Grant from NYS Dept. of Agriculture 

and Markets.  The grants are providing some funds 

for us to develop information on hop plant fertility 

for the benefit of growers in NY.  This can be done 

with soil testing but a more accurate indication of 

fertility is plant tissue analysis.  This involves        

collecting about 50-60 good sized leaf petioles 

from the hop yard and sending them to Dairy One 

for analysis.  We are trying to get as many samples sent in; around the same time period in June 

so we can make some comparisons and get as much information as possible.  Growers out west 

routinely use this test to determine nitrogen applications before burr development.   

    Here is the deal.  These tests cost $24 per sample and I have just so much money in the grant 

so we have invited  30 growers to participate in the scouting project and the leaf and crop   

analysis.  In order to build our base of information we would like as many samples as possible.  

We would like more growers to submit  leaf petiole samples to the Dairy One Lab, your cost will 

be $24. 

    For each sample it is very important to include the specific information on the variety, age etc 

on the form and bag (please use all one variety per sample and use a second variety for the  

other sample).  We would prefer to get samples from bines that are at least in their second 

growing season (use HPT code), so please choose these over newly planted if possible.  If you 

only have first year plants then go ahead and use those (use HPE code) but do not sample 

plants that are less than 8 ft tall.   

    To take a sample, cut 50-60 leaves off of a random sample of bines at about 5-8 ft off the 

ground.  Try not to use leaves that are showing disease problems.  Remove the leaf blade from 

the petiole and only send in only the petioles (1-2 oz of leaf stems). 

    You must use  the Dairy One leaf  paper bags or zip type plastic bags because many regular 

paper lunch bags are treated with Boron and can throw the numbers off.  Help us research 

the information you need!  Please send your fresh samples in by July 1st.   

     Mailing or pick up:  The samples can be sent to Dairy one in the mail or there are a number 

of Dairy One pick up spots all around the state, many are in or near Cornell Cooperative         

Extension offices.  For locations of the pick ups in your area go to the following link and check 

out their map of pick up locations. 

http://dairyone.com/general-resources/sample-transportation/ 
 
Thank you for participating!  I can be reached at 315 684-3001 x127 or sgm6@cornell.edu. 
 

Steve Miller 

 

NORTHEAST HOPS NEWS   Cornell Cooperative Extension, Madison County 

FUN HOP FACTS 

 

  The hop bine is a   

perennial flowering 

plant that can take up 

to three years to    

mature. 

 

 

  The majority of the 

world’s commercial 

hop production occurs 

between latitudes 35 

and 55 degrees, either 

north or south of the 

equator because day 

length during the 

growing season has a 

major effect on yield. 

 

  When hops are fresh 

off the vine they can 

mold within three 

days. 

 

For more fun hop facts  

log on to:  

www.encyclobeerdia.com 

http://dairyone.com/general-resources/sample-transportation/
mailto:sgm6@cornell.edu
http://www.encyclobeerdia.com
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Hop Growers Survey 

     Important News if your Processing Hops  

As a result of Governor Andrew Cuomo’s recent Wine, 

Beer, Spirits and Cider Summit, NYS Department of 

Agriculture and Markets plans to waive the $400 fee 

for the 20-C license that is required for small scale 

processing.  Hop processors and packagers will still be 

required to have the 20-C license and meet the  

specific requirements for the license but will not have 

to pay the fee.  Stay tuned for more details. 

    I recently spoke with Ann George with Hop Growers of America.  She is  looking to 
put together information for the USDA- National Agricultural Statistics  Service. 

    If hop growers could please take a few minutes to fill out a brief questionnaire   
regarding hop acreage, varieties grown (optional) and pesticide usage, that would be 
great.  I have given her  a statewide acreage total  but it would be even better 
if  growers went ahead and filled out the survey.  

    Please click on the link below to complete the short survey.  The industry is really 
growing in the Northeast  so let's get our region some national recognition for all the 
hard work you put in! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/hopsurvey 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/hopsurvey
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2014 Cornell Seed Growers Field Day  

 

NORTHEAST HOPS NEWS   Cornell Cooperative Extension, Madison County 

For Seed Growers, Seed Treatment Applicators, and other Seed Professionals 
Place: NYSIP Foundation Seed Barn, 791 Dryden Rd., Rt. 366, Ithaca, NY 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 Time: 8:30 am -12:00 noon 

AGENDA 

8:30am -9:00am Registration, Coffee, & Networking 
  
9:00am  Introduction                                                       Alan Taylor, Phil Atkins       
  
Small Grains: Breeding for Quality and Pest Resistance                  Mark Sorrells 
 White and red winter wheat varieties and their disease resistance 
 Spring oat and spring barley varieties and their disease resistance 
 Malting barley varieties:  Spring vs. winter types 
 Issues with producing malt quality grain 
 Winter hybrid ryes from Germany 
  
Certified and Foundation Seed and Seed Treatment Update                          Phil Atkins 
  
Forage Varieties, Pest Management, and Breeding                                      Don Viands 
 New yield data in perennial forages 
 Update on breeding methods to improve alfalfa forage yield 
 Update on resistance to potato leafhopper on alfalfa 
 Breeding alfalfa for higher forage quality   
 Breeding alfalfa for resistance to alfalfa snout beetle 
 Breeding for resistance to clover root curculio 
 Research on switchgrass seeding rates, seeding time, and seed treatments with   

insecticides and fungicides 
 New research on breeding for resistance to disease on switchgrass caused by       

Biopolaris species 
 
Cover Crop Interseeding Demonstration                                                          Matt Ryan 
12:00pm                Adjourn 
  
For more information contact Margaret Smith (607-255-1654, mes25@cornell.edu). 
DEC and CCA continuing education credits available.     
 
For your calendar: Cornell Seed Conference Date:  Thursday 4 December 2014. 

mailto:mes25@cornell.edu
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Hops Production in the Lake Erie Region 

When:  Saturday, June 21, 2014 
Time:  8 AM – 4 PM 
Where: Cornell Lake Erie Research and  
Extension Laboratory 
 6592 West Main Road 
 Portland, NY 14769 
Cost: $100, $75 for members of the  
Northeast Hops Alliance 
 
Class size is limited; sign up early to ensure  
a spot in the class. 
 
To register: Contact Kate at (716) 792-2800   
ext 201 or kjr45@cornell.edu 
 
Topics to be covered 
 
 Planting a hop yard 
 Nutrition basics 
 Short trellis hops production 
 Processing – what to do with your hops 

after harvest 
 Marketing hops 
 Determining pricing for selling hops 
 

    Participants will learn about commercial 
hops production; starting with classroom            
instruction on production practices from 
commercial hops growers from Pennsylvania 
and New York as well as Cornell University 
extension staff.  The talks will provide an 
overview of hops production from before 
they are planted in the ground to the        
processing and marketing after harvest.  
In the afternoon participants will head out to 
the CLEREL hop yard for a firsthand look at 
hop yard construction and a discussion with 
hops growers on the practices they use in 
their hop yards.   A small scale harvester  
prototype will be available for viewing in the 
afternoon.  
 
 

New Contact info for Sam Filler with the State ESD One Stop  Shop 

 

Sam Filler who heads up the Empire State Development One Stop Shop 
Office  for Brewing, Cider, Distilling  and Wine licenses has moved from      
Albany to NYC.  He is still a very busy guy and more new Farm Breweries are 
opening up every month.  Sam’s contact info is below.   

 

Samuel Filler | Director of Industry Development 

Empire State Development 

(212) 803-3619: Office 

(518) 461-2840: Mobile  

www.esd.ny.gov 

http://www.esd.ny.gov
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Upcoming Events   

June 2014 
Hops Production in the Lake Erie Region - June 21, 8am - 4pm 
To register:  Contact Kate at 716-792-2800x201 or kjr45@cornell.edu 
 
July 2014 
July 17 – Oregon Hop Commission Regular Meeting – 12:00 noon PDT. Contact Nancy at 
503-982-7600 or nancy@oregonhops.org for details. 
 
July 18 – Oregon Hop Commisssion Field Day. Watch for details!  Contact Nancy at 503-
982-7600 or nancy@oregonhops.org for information. 
 
July 28-31 – International Hop Growers Convention Summer Meeting and Tour, Linz,  
Austria.  Visit http://usahops.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&pageID=12 for registration 
information. 
 

August 2014 
August 1 – Beer Camp Across America!  The New England Edition  
Location:  Portland, ME 

No one event can encompass American craft beer, so Sierra Nevada has mapped out a 

tour of 8 craft brewing hot spots nationwide in a never-before-seen collaboration of 

brewing firepower, and we want you and your beer to come along with us. Please join us 

on this monumental journey and help make beer camp across America a traveling party 

to remember.   More Info 

August 1 & 2 – Moxee Hop Festival, Moxee, WA.  Hours are 5 pm to midnight on Friday 

and 7 am to midnight on Saturday (PDT).  See http://www.evcea.org/hopfestival/ for  
additional information. 
 
August 5, 6 & 7 – Hop Industry Summer Meeting “Blitz”, including: 
   Hop Growers of America on 8/5 at 9 am PDT 

   National Clean Plant Network – Hops on 8/5 at 1:30 pm PDT 
   US Hop Industry Plant Protection Committee on 8/5 at 6 pm PDT 

   Hop Research Council Summer Meeting on 8/6 & 8/7. 
Location:  Holiday Inn, 802 E. Yakima Ave., Yakima, WA.  Call 509-494-7000 for reserva-
tions.  Please contact Nancy Sites to register at nancy@oregonhops.org or 503-982-7600. 
 
November 2014 
November 11-13 – Brau Beviale Trade Show, Nuremburg, Germany 
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