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National AgrAbility Project Regional Training Workshop
Crowne Plaza 101 Olympic Dr. Lake Placid, NY 12946 
November 12-13, 2025

 
	Wednesday, November 12th 
	12:45 pm-1:00 pm
	Check in 


	
	1:00 pm-1:20 pm
	Welcome and AgrAbility Overview- JoBeth Rath and Tess McKeel, Goodwill of the Finger Lakes/National AgrAbility Project

	
	1:20 pm-1:45pm
	NY FarmNet Overview- Becky Wiseman, NY FarmNet

	
	1:50 pm-3:20pm
	Serving Military Veterans in Agriculture- Haze Orner, AgrAbility PA
Haze will discuss how he is working to develop efforts to serve Pennsylvania veterans by collaborating with veteran service organizations and how he intends to share this process with other AgrAbility SRAPs to better serve their state's veterans currently in or interested in agriculture. He will discuss his motivation and prior work, current efforts, and how he sees the project moving forward. This session will provide an opportunity for collaborative discussions and ability to share feedback on this veteran-focused project.


	
	3:20 pm-3:30pm
	Break

	
	3:30pm-5:00pm
	Out of the Shadows: Confronting Mental Health in Rural America- Becky Wiseman and Jan Kirshenbaum, NY FarmNet
Screening of Out of the Shadows, a documentary produced by American AgCredit that sheds light on the mental health crisis affecting rural communities. Following the film, a panel of NY FarmNet Family Consultants will lead a discussion on the emotional challenges faced by agricultural families. Learn practical strategies to manage stress, foster resilience, and support mental well-being in rural life.

	
	5:00 pm
	Closing

	
	
	

	Thursday, November 13th 
	8:30 am-9:00 am
	Light breakfast 

	


















	9:00 am – 9:05 am

	Welcome 

	
	9:10 am-10:40 am
	Planning for the Future: Navigating Succession and Family Dynamics on the Farm- Andy Gilbert and Jan Kirshenbaum, NY FarmNet
Explore the critical intersection of farm succession planning and family relationships. Gain insights into how to initiate productive conversations about transitioning farm ownership, address generational expectations, and manage emotional and financial complexities. Learn strategies to build trust, clarify roles, and create a succession plan that supports both the business and the family behind it.


	
	10:40 am-11:00 am
	Break

	
	11:00 am-12:15 pm
	Talk Saves Lives- NY FarmNet
Talk Saves Lives provides participants with a clear understanding of this leading cause of death, including the most up-to-date research on suicide prevention, and what people can do in their communities to save lives. Participants will learn common risk factors and warning signs associated with suicide, and how to keep themselves and others safe.


	
	12:15 pm-1:15 pm
	Lunch 

	
	1:15 pm-2:15 pm
	Tax Awareness for Farmers- Andy Gilbert, NY FarmNet
Learn the basics of taxes for farmers. Attendees will learn why understanding tax basics is crucial, how to communicate effectively with tax professionals, and how to implement strong record keeping practices. The presentation will cover common tax forms and terminology, and guides participants in developing a simple, effective tax planning system tailored to their farm operations.

	
	2:20 pm - 3:50 pm
	Worksite Assessment and Assistive Technology Selection- Dr. Bill Field, NAP  

	
	3:50 pm – 4:05 pm
	Break

	
	4:05 pm-4:55 pm
	Organizational Roundtable
This interactive roundtable invites participating organizations to introduce themselves, share their missions, and highlight current initiatives and areas of impact. Organizations present will have an opportunity to introduce themselves, and their work. An open discussion to identify common goals, potential collaborations, and shared challenges will follow. The session is designed to foster connection, mutual learning, and partnership among organizations working toward aligned purposes.

	
	4:55 pm-5:00 pm
	Closing
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