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CCE-Steuben teaches farmers about soil health 
Bluegill Farms hosted a Tillage Day for area farmers in November 

with dealers Larry Romance & Son, Lakeland Equipment, Monroe 

Tractor, Aerway, and Empire Tractor.  Jonathan Barter, Steuben 

County SWCD, and Derek Zerkowski, NRCS soil conservationist, 

discussing impacts of various types of tillage on soil compaction 

    and overall soil health.  

 

facebook.com/ccesteuben 

twitter: @ccesteuben       PutKnowledgeToWork.org 

Steuben  
Spotlight 

High tunnel school: good practices avoid problems 
Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Steuben 

County teamed up with the 

Cornell Vegetable Program 

and CCE-Clinton to host a 

High Tunnel workshop in 

Bath on December 2. Over 

30 growers attended to learn 

more about such topics as 

site selection and structural considerations, crop and variety 

selection, cultural management, and disease management. An 

experienced grower panel ended the day with an in-depth discussion.  

 

This program was sponsored by the Specialty Crop Block Grant through the NYS Department Ag & 

Markets as part of the high tunnel project that was awarded to CCE Steuben, CCE Clinton, and the 

Cornell Vegetable Program. Amy Ivy, Elizabeth Buck, and Judson Reid were presenters. 

The day included multiple  

field demonstrations. 
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 Steuben County Fair allows 4-H members to showcase their year’s efforts 

Of the wide variety of projects displayed in the youth building, the 

outstanding entries are chosen to receive an award.  4-Hers that received 

the “Best of Show” on their projects were:  Art: Raven Foote and Rachel 

Eckler; Electrical-Lamp: Brandon Knoll; Woodworking: Greg Fox; 

Textiles and Clothing: Samantha Towner, Hannah Stewart, Evelyn 

Miller;  Home Environment: Kylie Harvey;  Foods: Megan Cratsley, 

and Katie Matthews. 

 

Teen volunteers helped 

judge and arrange 

exhibits to be ready for 

the public on opening day. During fair week, 

contests included Veggie Art, Creative Place 

Setting, Cake Decorating and Flower Arranging.   

 Cathy Halm and 

Spencer Carter, both 

of Campbell, are co-

managers of the 

Corning Winter 

Farmer’s Market 

which has exploded 

with success since its 

inception by CCE-Steuben. The market currently has a 

waiting list for vendors. Halm is also a honey vendor at 

the market and has been a beekeeper for 15 years.  

Now she has been tapped by CCE-Steuben to establish 

Cathy Halm 
contracts 
position to 
assist with 
local foods 
promotion 

another winter farmers market in the Bath area. She will 

also expand EBT and SNAP resources to the Corning 

market as well as organize the 2015 Food Fest on  

March 27. The annual Food Fest will include  vendors  

with new products such as bison meat and edible 

mushrooms.  

Halm was a veterinary technician in Bath for several 

decades. She is also a 4-H alumni, having learned 

horsemanship in her club as a child. Now involved with  

the 4-H parent organization, CCE, Halm says the Steuben 

county organization is very unique. “I’m beginning to be 

even more proud to live in Steuben County,” she said. 

 

The CCE-Steuben booth at the fair featured 

renewable energy information and interac-

tive energy efficiency activities including a 

wind turbine, solar panels and question buzz 

board. Nutrition staff offered samples of 

healthy recipes throughout the week. 

 

Karli Mulford, of the Willing Workers 

4-H Club, was awarded a scholarship 

from the NYS Association of Agricul-

tural Fairs and presented by the 

Steuben County Fair Board for her par-

ticipation at the Fair during the eleven 

years she has been a 4-H member.  This 

past year she entered over 60 home 

economics exhibits in the county fair 

and has had several projects selected as 

best of show at the county level.  Many 

of her projects have gone on to the New York State Fair.  This year one of her 

yeast bread entries received a purple rosette.  

 

Karli graduated from Naples Central School in June and is now attending the 

University of Rhode Island where she is majoring in Fashion Merchandising/

Textile Science.  She chose this career path because of her 4-H experience and a 

workshop she attended at the Cornell Career Exploration Focus for Teens event 

she attended. 

   “I pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart to greater 
loyalty, my hands to larger service, and my health to better 
living, for my club, my community, my country and my world.”  
I have recited these words at 4-H every Monday since I was 
six years old. As I recite the words in my head, I realize that 
this pledge has transitioned into a motto for my career and my 
life. I want to open my mind to all the new knowledge that is 
available. I will open my heart to relationships with new 
people, and ultimately I will take my new knowledge and 
determination and give back to my community and the world. 

-Karli Mulford    . 
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Steuben County Teen Leaders at this year’s NYS Fair were  
Bethany Draper in shooting sports and horticulture, and those at-
tending for the clothing revue were: Molly Fox, Katie Matthews, 
Caleb Miller, Samantha Towner, and Alyx Uhl.  Samantha Towner 
was interviewed for a local TV Show, Katie’s Closet.  
 
Exhibits in the youth building that go above and beyond 
“excellent” are awarded the prestigious purple rosette.  This special 
award for 2014 was received by Katie McAllister and Karli Mul-
ford in Foods and Nutrition, Rachel Eckler in Fine Arts, Bethany Draper in 

Vegetables, and Nathan Randall in a STEM project.  
There were a total number of 167 county exhibits 
sent to state fair. Those who exhibited an animal at 
the state fair included 31 from Steuben County 4-H 
members. Steuben earned three Grand Champions 
and three Reserve Grand Champions in the state dog 
show.  Paige Demun took first place/master in Dairy 
Showmanship for Holstein showmanship, 15-yr-old. Steuben members also participated in Dog Skilathon 
(earning Grand and Reserve Grand Champion), Rabbit Decathalon, Livestock Judging, Dairy Challenge, Dairy 
Judging,  and Hippology. More photos and full details are on our website. 

Steuben Lego Robotics team takes shape 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County bid farewell at their Annual Business Meeting to long-time advisory commit-

tee members Rhonda Sweet and Dave Dockstader, and Board Member Bill Peoples. Dockstader served most recently as Board 

President and Peoples as a representative from the Steuben County legislature. We can't thank these volunteers enough for 

their support and dedicated service to our programs.  

Financial Educator Nancy Reigelsperger presented a $100 

giftcard to Mary and Larry Biro of Bath recently. The 

Biros were selected at random from all the surveys re-

turned following Nancy's financial classes. The surveys 

provide valuable information to us on what changes each 

participant has made as a result of their classes.  

Robotics is currently an area that is rapidly growing in  the 4-H pro-

gram.  Lego Robotics met in December and will continue in 2015 to 

prepare for the 2015 

Robotics Challenge at 

the NYS Fair.  First steps 

are learning how to build 

a robot car from scratch 

without using any plans 

or diagrams and to see 

whose vehicle could 

move the farthest. Next, 

teams will program their 

cars to follow a path on 

the mat without using 

remote controls.   

Above, at county fair, Everett Smith, Brecken Smith and James 

Forte prepare for the 2014 Robotics Challenge at the NYS Fair. 
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CCE-Steuben marked a night of year-end accomplishments and 

growth at the November Steuben County 4-H Annual 

Achievement Night in Avoca.  Over 200 Steuben County youth, 

ranging from ages 5-19, were recognized for achieving various 

milestones within the project year of October 1 through 

September 30.  

Highlights of the night included Cloverbud Graduation, for 

members transitioning out of the Cloverbud Program and into the 

regular 4-H Program; Friend of 4-H Awards, for an outstanding 

individual and local business; Year End Horse Show High 

Points; County Project Champions; Country Fair Special 

Awards; State Fair Awards; Specialty Awards for high 

achievement for youth in a specialized concentration; “I Dare 

You” Leadership Award for youth who, with a little 

encouragement, are ready to see themselves as leaders; Outstanding 4-H’er Award for youth who embody the 4-H motto: “To Make the 

Best Better”; and Outgoing Members.  Our program would not be capable of such outstanding outcomes if it weren’t for the continued 

support of our local communities and our dedicated volunteers! 


